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Peace with Justice Sunday, February 12, 2023 
10:30am Combined Service in Wesley Sanctuary and livestreamed 
 
Wesley’s Peace with Justice Sunday is on February 12 this year. Join us in hearing Wesley Food Pantry Director, 
Dawn Longfellow, speak about how the food pantry has responded to the challenges posed by the pandemic 
and continues to be a proactive and stable resource to the community.   
 
Dawn Longfellow is a graduate of the University of Illinois and has a background in both non-profit marketing 
and fundraising.  Dawn’s leadership during unprecedented times is just part of an ongoing contribution to the 
Wesley Food Pantry and this community.  Upon joining the pantry as Operations Manager in 2015, Dawn 
oversaw the food ordering, deliveries, food distributions and volunteer recruitment and management. Then, 
in 2019, Dawn took the position as Director of the food pantry and is currently responsible for overall program 
management.  
 
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace with Justice Award honoree for 2023 will also be announced during our 
February 12 service. This award was created in 1999 as a means to honor and perpetuate the ministry of the 
late Wesley pastor Jean Cramer-Heuerman, who was known throughout the denomination as a passionate 
advocate for peace and justice. 
 
Following the service, we’ll gather in Watseka Lounge for a finger-food potluck lunch and Q and A and learn 
more about the Food Pantry. Contributions of “finger-foods” to share (sandwiches, cheese, chips, dips, 
cookies) are most welcome. 
 
Sponsored by 
Wesley’s Social Action Missions Team 

 

February 2023 
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What is WesCare? 
In the broadest sense, WesCare is the community of 

faith we call “Wesley” loving one another.  The apostle 

Peter’s first letter encourages each of us to use our 

unique gifts to serve each other.  Recent examples of 

the Wesley community caring for each other include 

• packing the entire contents of an apartment 

for someone who needed to move due to 

frozen water pipes; 

• taking someone who doesn’t drive to get 

groceries; 

• going with someone to a scary doctor’s 

appointment to provide emotional support;  

• driving someone to church (or the Men’s Bible 

Study, or a committee meeting);  

• taking meals to someone who has had surgery; 

• having supper with someone in an assisted living facility; 

• sorting fabric and puzzle pieces with someone who has dementia; and 

• taking communion to someone who is not able to attend worship. 

We often learn about and offer this love and care during a conversation at coffee hour, in a Sunday School 

class, or at a committee meeting. But sometimes the church finds out about needs which could use a rapid 

response, so we’re starting a list of people who would like to be contacted when we learn of a need within our 

Wesley community.  You may sign up online or contact Donna Camp if you have questions or would like to be 

added to the list.  

 

WesCare also refers to the group of 

volunteers who make a commitment to 

call, visit, and write one or more people 

within the Wesley community on a regular 

basis.  This group meets monthly to 

support one another and to discuss 

possible needs within our community.  

Donna Camp is the new coordinator of the 

formal WesCare group.  Please contact her 

if you are interested in knowing more or 

getting involved. 

 

 

 

WesCare 

ABOVE ALL, MAINTAIN CONSTANT 

LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER, FOR LOVE 

COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS. BE 

HOSPITABLE TO ONE ANOTHER 

WITHOUT COMPLAINING. LIKE GOOD 

STEWARDS OF THE MANIFOLD GRACE 

OF GOD, SERVE ONE ANOTHER WITH 

WHATEVER GIFT EACH OF YOU HAS 

RECEIVED. 
1 PETER 4: 8-10, NRSV 

 

To contact Donna Camp,  WesCare Coordinator 

Email: WesCare@wesleyui.org 

By phone: 217-729-7625 (desk at Wesley) 

  217-344-1120 (Wesley main office) 

In person: Sundays after worship or by appointment 
 

Note: Donna checks email and voicemail at least once a 

day. If you have an urgent need, please contact the main 

church office number 217-344-1120 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0948AAAE2FA5FEC34-wescare
mailto:WesCare@wesleyui.org
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Tell us when you are in the hospital or need support 
The Wesley community of faith has a strong tradition of caring for one another.  And while we all wish we 

could be the givers, each of us, at some time in our life, will want the support of our community.  The best 

way for us to know what you need is for you to tell us! Please include what care and support you prefer—
some people like visits while others prefer only cards; meals for family members; a ride to church or a ride to 

Krannert.  Here are the best ways to tell what we can do for you. 

 

To send a prayer request to the Wesley prayer team, 

which includes clergy and lay volunteers:  email 

prayers@wesleyui.org, call the church office at  

217-344-1120, or write your request on a gray 

Connect Card in the pew rack and place it in the 

offering on a Sunday morning. 

 

If you or a family member are, or will be, in the 

hospital, recovering at home or in a facility, or are ill, 

please tell us!  Privacy rules can make it difficult for 

us to know when someone is hospitalized.  Even if it 
is not an emergency but a planned procedure that 

requires a hospital or nursing home stay, your Wesley 

community would like to support you emotionally 

and spiritually.  Call the church office at 217-344-1120 

or contact Donna Camp.   

 

For transportation needs, such as a ride to church or 

to a doctor’s appointment, contact Donna Camp, who 

can explain how to get a free ride through Family 

Service of Champaign County or help find a Wesley 

member to give you a ride. (We’re also looking for a 
volunteer to help coordinate this ministry!) 

 

Opportunities for Service 
Watch the Wesley Weekly email news for a list of 

ways you can make a difference within the Wesley 

community of faith.  Contact the person listed next to 

the opportunity or contact Donna Camp if your 
committee has opportunities to add. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Free Rides from Family Service 
of Champaign County 
    Family Service provides one ride a week 

within Champaign County to older adults 

of Champaign County 

 

    Rides are primarily for medical, 

business, and grocery trips or for quality of 

life–a hair appointment, going to 

volunteer, visiting a spouse in the nursing 

home, or going shopping 

 

    Two rides a week are provided for 

people receiving doctor-ordered therapy, 

such as dialysis, chemotherapy, or physical 

therapy 

 

https://www.famservcc.org/senior-

transportation/ 

 

217-352-5100 for more information or to 

register. 

 

Source: 

https://www.famservcc.org/senior-

transportation/, accessed 1/17/2023 

mailto:prayers@wesleyui.org
https://www.famservcc.org/senior-transportation/
https://www.famservcc.org/senior-transportation/
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Wesley offers monthly Communion Service at Clark-Lindsey Village               
Residents of Clark-Lindsey Village and their caregivers are invited to a short communion service on the first 
Monday of every month at 3:00pm in the Billiard & Game Lounge at Clark-Lindsey. 

Please share this invitation with anyone you know at Clark-Lindsey Village, whether members of Wesley or 
not. In the United Methodist Church, we celebrate open communion.  You do not need to be a part of the 
United Methodist Church, or any church, to receive.  We welcome and include people of all ages, races, 
economic standings, sexual orientations, gender identities, marital statuses, and physical conditions.  We use 
gluten-free bread and grape juice to make the service as accessible as possible. 

Please contact Donna Camp, WesCare Coordinator, at 217-729-7625 or WesCare@wesleyui.org , if you have 
any questions or would like to help with the service. 

Caregiver Support Group 
Are you a caregiver?  Whether you are a formal caregiver, caring for a family member, a WesCare volunteer, 
or an occasional ride for a neighbor, being a caregiver brings challenges, both emotional and logistical.  
Wesley’s Discipleship & Family Ministries committee and WesCare would like to hear what support this faith 
community could provide to caregivers.  Ideas include regular meetings where caregivers can share their 
feelings, a care bank or co-op to trade tasks or allow people to get away occasionally, and/or community 
resources so we don’t each need to figure out solutions to problems that others have solved. 
Please join us on either February 9 at 6:00pm or February 10 at 1:00pm to discuss what a future caregiver 
support group might look like.   
 
Please contact Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) or Donna Camp (wescare@wesleyui.org) if you are 
unable to attend or would like more information. 

 
Ash Wednesday Opportunities 
Wesley will offer several ways for students, church members, and community friends to mark the beginning of 
Lent through meaningful worship services and the opportunity to receive ashes. A brief service will be held at 
noon in the Sanctuary, while “Ashes to Go” will be available in front of Lamb Courtyard (weather permitting) 
from 11:30am to 1:30pm. If you prefer an evening service, you are invited to join us for a quiet and reflective 
service led by our students in the Sanctuary at 7:00pm  You are encouraged to invite friends, neighbors, and 
co-workers to these opportunities as we begin the observance of the Lenten season together. 

 
Lenten Study 
Pastor Jess will be leading a Lenten Bible study on the Passion 
Narratives in all four Gospels, and how different aspects of Christ’s 
Passion have been depicted in art over time. We will meet in the 
Conference Room on Thursdays in March at 7:00pm on the following 
dates: 3/2, 3/9, 3/23, 3/30.  
 
If you have questions, or would like to join, please email Pastor Jess 
(jesslecrone@wesleyui.org). 

 
 

mailto:WesCare@wesleyui.org
mailto:wescare@wesleyui.org
mailto:jesslecrone@wesleyui.org
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Fellowship Opportunities 

The Discipleship and Family Ministries Team is looking forward to continuing our fellowship events through 
2023! All are invited to join us – and feel free to invite a friend! 
 

• On February 18, we will meet at Lincoln Square for coffee, walking, or checking out the Winter Farmers 
Market. We will gather inside near Common Grounds (close to the Southeast entrance of the mall) at 
9:00am.  

  
• In March, we are planning an outing to go bowling! 

Details are still being worked out, but we are hoping to 
go on Saturday, March 25 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. To 
help with planning this event, please contact Pastor Jess 
(jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) to indicate interest in 
attending and watch the Wesley Weekly for more 
information.  

  
• In April, we will look forward to our annual Easter 

breakfast! More information to come!  

 
 
Fresh Air Yoga 
*No Fresh Air Yoga on February 17* 
Fresh Air Yoga is a yoga class for yoga practitioners of all levels. We 
meet in the Watseka Lounge on Fridays at noon. On the 2nd Friday of 
each month, we practice chair yoga, which is an excellent option for 
anyone who needs extra support to practice yoga, or cannot or 
chooses not to practice yoga on the floor. On the 4th Friday of each 
month, we will practice yin yoga, which includes stretches held for 
longer in order to target deep connective tissues. Any schedule 
updates or cancellations will be announced in the Wesley Weekly and 
on Facebook with as much advance notice as possible. If you have any 
questions, contact Pastor Jess at jesslecrone@wesleyui.org. 

  
 

Education 
 

Youth Group this Month 
Youth Group will meet on Sunday, February 5 this month from 4:30pm to 6:00pm in Watseka Lounge. All 
Youth middle and high school age are welcome to join us and bring friends for fun, fellowship, and food! 
Please let us know whether you can attend by e-mailing Ms. Liz (LMartin@wesleyui.org) by Friday, February 3. 

 
The Animate Adult Sunday School Class has Returned 
The Animate Adult Sunday School Class meets on Sunday mornings from 11:00am to 12:00pm in the student 
lounge. Come join this group of busy professionals for this low-stress video study group. No preparation is 
required – just show up, watch the video, and discuss! Contact John Gutzmer at jgutzmer@gmail.com if you  
have any questions. 

mailto:jesslecrone@wesleyui.org
mailto:jesslecrone@wesleyui.org
mailto:LMartin@wesleyui.org
mailto:jgutzmer@gmail.com
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Announcements 
 

 

 
Thank You for the Staff Love Gift 
Thank you!  To all who contributed to the love gift for 
Wesley Staff and for the cards and treats. We 
appreciate your generosity!  
 
Sincerely,  
Wesley Staff 

 
Sympathy 
Sympathy to the family of Sandra Rae Romans Pillar who passed away on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2023, at the age of 58.  She is the daughter of deceased members, John 
& Kay Romans.  She lived in Chicago, Illinois.  

 
 

 

Super Chili Bowl Party 
Get your game face on and show up for your favorite team (or just come for the commercials) as we gather for 
the Annual Superbowl and super bowls of chili from 5:00pm to 9:00pm on Sunday, February 12! You’re invited 
to bring a favorite snack or 2L to share with friends as we party in the Etc. Coffeehouse and student lounge at 
Wesley. Invite your besties and join us!  
 

Sunday Student Lunches 
Students and young adults are invited to gather in the Etc. Coffeehouse each Sunday for a simple lunch after 
the worship services to get to know one another better, chat about how worship inspired us, and catch up 
from our week. It’s a great way to meet new friends and deepen current friendships, and we get to share in a 
tasty meal. Invite your friends and join us as we feed our bodies and nourish our souls! 
 

Etc. Coffeehouse  
The Etc. Coffeehouse is open to students and members of the campus community from 10:00am to 5:00pm, 
Monday through Friday, with extended hours on Wednesday to 8:00pm. Stop in for free coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate, and lots of snacks in one of the coziest and comfiest study spots on campus! Watch for special 
events each week on our Facebook & Instagram pages (Etc. Coffeehouse), and join us where you’re always 
welcome, #asyouare. 



pg. 7 
 

Midweek Campfire  
Life is hard, but s’mores are easy! We invite students to join us each 
Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Etc. Coffeehouse for a midweek mental 
health break. Bring your friends and come enjoy gourmet s’mores, friends, 
great conversation, and more. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Midweek Devotion 
Need a midweek pick-me-up for your spirit? Join us after Midweek 
Campfire in Watseka Lounge for a brief devotion in a small group worship 
experience. We’ll share joys and concerns and hear a hopeful message as 
we find inspiration and encouragement to get through the rest of the 
week. Every Wednesday at 8:00pm! 

 
Friday with Friends Lunch 
Students are invited to join us every Friday from 11:30am to 1:30pm at Wesley for food, fellowship, and fun as 
we meet new friends, play games, hang out, & kick off the weekend in style. Bring your own lunch, get a hot 
dog or veggie dog, or enjoy some of our grab & go snacks, and let’s celebrate making it through the week! 
 

Queer Space  
This group is for questioning and LGBTQ+ students and young adults who gather to celebrate and support one 
another through the unique challenges of being a Queer Christian. We are a safe and confidential place, and 
you don’t have to be out to join us. What happens at Queer Space stays at Queer Space! We meet every 
Sunday at 7:00pm for conversation, films, deep dive discussions, game nights, and more! For questions or 
more info, contact our Queer Space leader, Coady, at cmurphy@wesleyui.org. 

 
International Reading Group  
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 9:00am 
(https://bit.ly/3TJMtvK) to read and discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand 
vocabulary, and explore the challenges of the English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at 
dwmies@gmail.com.  

 
Free ESL Class  
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class (in-person at Wesley and online at https://bit.ly/3SXAIlC) for 
beginning through advanced students every Friday from 3:00pm to 4:00pm We invite international students, 
visiting scholars, family members, and community folks to join us as we practice English, make new friends, 
and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), for 
more information.  

 
Campus Ministry Calendar 

The Etc. Coffeehouse is open weekly (M-F), from 10:00am to 5:00pm, with extended hours on Wednesdays 
until 8:00pm Students enjoy free coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and plenty of snacks to keep nourished while 
studying and hanging out with friends. We also have free Wi-Fi, lots of tables for group projects, and some of 
the comfiest couches on campus. Bring your friends and check us out! 
 
 

mailto:cmurphy@wesleyui.org
about:blank
about:blank
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Wednesday, February 1, 7:00pm, Etc. Coffeehouse 
(and every Wednesday except 2/22) 
Midweek Campfire – Join us for gourmet s’mores, 
great conversation, and fun with friends! 
 
8:00pm, Watseka Lounge  
(and every Wednesday except 2/22) 
Midweek Devotion – Join us each week for a brief 
devotional/meditation to lift your spirit and help 
you through the rest of the week. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
Friday, February 3, 11:30am to 1:30pm, 
Lamb Courtyard/Etc. Coffeehouse 
Friday with Friends Lunch– Depending on the 
weather, join us on Green St. or in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse for food, friends, and fun! Bring your 
own lunch or enjoy hot dogs & veggie dogs, and 
celebrate the start of your weekend! 
 
3:00pm to 4:00pm, Watseka Lounge/online  
(and every Friday) 
Free ESL Class - We welcome beginners through 
advanced students as we practice English, build 
conversation skills, and learn about American 
culture, traditions, and history. 
 
12:30pm, Etc. Coffeehouse  
(and every Sunday except 2/12) 
Sunday Student Lunch – Students and young adults 
from both worship services are invited to join 
together for a meal in the coffeehouse as we 
deepen existing friendships and cultivate new 
ones! 
 
7:00pm, Etc. Coffeehouse  
(and every Sunday except 2/12) 
Queer Space - This group is for questioning and 
LGBTQ+ students and young adults who are 
interested in connecting with others and exploring 
faith, identity, and more. 

 
Tuesday, February 7, 9:00am to 10:00am  
(and every Tuesday) 
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL 
learners) on Zoom – International students and 
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read 
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English 
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. 
 
Sunday, February 12, 10:30am, Wesley Sanctuary 
Peace with Justice Sunday – Join us for a combined 
worship service with the choir and the praise team 
as we host a guest speaker and celebrate peace 
and justice work in our community. A potluck meal 
will follow the service in the Great Hall. You just 
need to bring your friends and your appetite! 
 
5:00pm to 9:00pm,  
Etc. Coffeehouse/Student Lounge 
Super Chili Bowl Party – Come for the commercials, 
stay for the food and friends! We’ll hang out in the 
coffeehouse and student lounge, watch the game, 
and enjoy some spicy goodness! Bring your friends 
and join in! 
 
Wednesday, February 22 
Ashes to Go – Stop by Lamb Courtyard between 
11:30am to 1:30pm (on Green St., weather 
permitting) to receive regular or glitter ashes, pick 
up a comfort cross, and begin your Lenten 
observance. Wesley will also offer a brief Ash 
Wednesday worship service in the Sanctuary at 
noon. 
 
7:00pm, Wesley Sanctuary 
Join us as we lead students, the Wesley 
congregation and others in a contemplative Ash 
Wednesday service. 
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MLK Day of Service 
Each year, Parkland faculty, staff, and their families  
join the Wesley Food Pantry in honoring Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy of service and love. For the 
last few years, COVID precautions have forced us 
outside for a drive-thru food donation drive.  
 
All in attendance this January 16 were pleased to be 
back to the Parkland Student Union to 
package 750 lbs. of rice and oats. 
Parkland President, Dr. Pamela Lau 
(pictured far right), helped mix and 
package individual containers of trail 
mix to be used throughout the campus 
at our grab-and-go snack stations. 
These stations provide “fuel for the 
moment.”  
 
Thank you to all who participated! 

 
 

At the close of 2023, the food pantry received gifts in memory and 
honor of loved ones. It is with sincere gratitude that we honor them 
and the generosity they inspired in those around them.  

In Loving Memory of: Rev. Don Walden 
 Whitney L. Long 
 George L. Biggers 

              In Honor of:  Jenni Salisbury 
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Wesley Staff 
Interim Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Vaughn Hoffman | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Pastor Rev. Jessica LeCrone 
 
Director of Contemporary Music Liz Martin |Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin 
Childcare Coordinator Qutey Sayles Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen |Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow  
Business Manager Chanda Davidson | Spiritual Caregiver and WesCare Coordinator Donna Camp  
Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal  
 
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott  
Full-Time Custodian Samantha McIntosh | Part-Time Custodian Christopher Livesay 
 

Main Office:  217.344.1120 
Emergency Contact: Donna Giffen – 217.377.8042
 
Sunday Services 
Traditional Service 9:30am 
Contemporary Service 11:15am 
 

Wesley Building Hours:  

Open Monday - Friday  8:00am to 5:00pm  

Sundays 9:00am to 12:30pm 
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