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Carol Concert & Advent Family Fair
The Education Committee and Discipleship & Family Ministries Committee invite you to join us for an
afternoon and evening of intergenerational fellowship on Sunday, December 4, beginning with attending the
University of Illinois’ annual Carol Concert at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts at 3:00pm. Wesley has
reserved a block of seats, so the first 20 people to RSVP can sit together in the first three rows! Depending on
interest and ticket availability, we may get more, so RSVP as soon as you can. After the concert, we’ll return to
Wesley for a light supper together around 5:00pm, followed by making Christmas crafts together. Wesley folks
of all ages and stages of life are welcome to join us for this festive seasonal event. Fill out this form to RSVP:
https://forms.gle/EYmeHpvjmSTnZCLP9 E-mail Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) or Pastor Jess
(jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) if you have questions.

Advent Study
Pastor Jess will be leading an Advent study on the book Christmas in the Four
Gospel Homes on Thursday evenings during Advent. It is not necessary to
purchase a book for this study; however, if you would like one, please let
Pastor Jess know. We will meet beginning on Thursday, December 1 at
7:00pm in the Conference Room. If you have questions, or would like to join,
please email Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org).

Confirmation Classes
We’re getting ready to prepare some of our youth to join the church!
Confirmation classes will begin on Sunday, November 6th, at 11:00am. More
information will be given out at the first session, including the schedule. We
will plan to take Sundays off around holidays/school breaks. Confirmation is
currently scheduled for the first Sunday in June 2023. If you have questions,
please contact Liz (Lmartin@wesleyui.org) or Pastor Jess
(jesslecrone@wesleyui.org).
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Fresh Air Yoga
*No Fresh Air Yoga on November 25*
Fresh Air Yoga has moved to the Watseka Lounge for the remainder of the semester. We will continue to meet
on Fridays at noon for a 50-minute all-levels yoga class. On the 2nd Friday of each month, we will practice
chair yoga, which is an excellent option for anyone who needs extra support to practice yoga, or who cannot,
or chooses not to, practice yoga on the floor. Any schedule updates or cancellations will be announced in the
Wesley Weekly and on Facebook with as much advance notice as possible. If you have questions, contact
Pastor Jess at jesslecrone@wesleyui.org.

Fellowship Opportunities
The Discipleship and Family Ministries Team is having a great time hosting our monthly fellowship outings! If
you haven’t had a chance to join us, we have opportunities planned for the rest of the year and into 2023. All
are welcome to join in the fun–and invite a friend!
•

In November, Discipleship and Family Ministries will host a Thanksgiving potluck on
Sunday, November 13. This will follow the combined 10:30am service and we will gather in the Great
Hall. The committee will provide turkey, dressing (or stuffing if that’s how you know it), and drinks. We
encourage families to bring two dishes to share, individuals one dish to share, and students only need
to bring themselves!

•

In December, we are joining with the Education Committee to host a group outing to the Carol Concert
at Krannert on Sunday, December 4 at 3:00pm. Afterwards, we will return to Wesley for the Advent
Family Fair.

•

In January, we will again join with the Education Committee to host a trivia night! This event will be on
Saturday, January 14 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. Snacks will be served and childcare will be available.
Information about how to RSVP will be available soon.
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Etc. Coffeehouse
The Etc. Coffeehouse is open to students and members of the campus community from 10:00am to 5:00pm,
Monday through Friday. Stop in for free coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and lots of snacks in one of the coziest and
comfiest study spots on campus! Watch for special events each week on our Facebook & Instagram pages (Etc.
Coffeehouse) and join us where you’re always welcome, #asyouare.

Midweek Campfire
Life is hard, but s’mores are easy! We invite students to join us each Wednesday at 8:00pm in the
Etc. Coffeehouse for a midweek mental health break. Bring your friends and come enjoy gourmet s’mores,
friends, great conversation, and more. We look forward to seeing you there!

Friday with Friends Lunch
Students are invited to join us every Friday from 11:30am to 1:30pm. at Wesley (on Green St.) for food,
fellowship, and fun as we meet new friends, play games, hang out, & kick off the weekend in style. Bring your
own lunch, get a hot dog or veggie dog, or enjoy some of our grab & go snacks, and let’s celebrate making it
through the week!

Queer Space
This group is for questioning and LGBTQ+ students and young adults who gather to celebrate and support one
another through the unique challenges of being a Queer Christian. We are a safe and confidential place, and
you don’t have to be out to join us. What happens at Queer Space stays at Queer Space! We meet every
Sunday at 8:00pm for conversation, films, discussions, game nights, and more! Questions? Contact our Queer
Space leader, Liz, at lmartin@wesleyui.org.
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International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 9:00am.
(https://bit.ly/3TJMtvK) to read and discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand
vocabulary, and explore the challenges of the English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at
dwmies@gmail.com.

Free ESL Class
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class (in-person and online at https://bit.ly/3SXAIlC) for beginning
through advanced students every Friday from 3:00pm to 4:00pm at Wesley. We invite international students,
visiting scholars, family members, and community folks to join us as we practice English, make new friends,
and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), for
more information.

Campus Ministry Calendar
The Wesley Student Center will be closed November 19-27 for the U of I Fall Break. We will reopen and
resume regular programming on Monday, November 28.
The Etc. Coffeehouse is open weekly, M-F, from
10:00am to 5:00pm. Enjoy free coffee, tea, hot
chocolate, and plenty of snacks to keep you
nourished as you study. We also have free Wi-Fi,
lots of tables for group projects, and some of the
comfiest couches on campus. Bring your friends
and come hang out!
Tuesday, November 1, 9:00am to 10:00am
(and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom–International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. For
questions or the Zoom link, email Dave Mies at
dwmies@gmail.com.
Wednesday, November 2, 8:00pm to 9:00pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse (and every Wednesday)
Midweek Campfire–Enjoy gourmet s’mores around
the Etc. fireplace as we share about our week, chat
about life, and welcome new friends. It’s a great
way to take a mental health break and enjoy a
Wednesday pick-me-up!

Thursday, November 3, 5:00pm to 7:00pm,
Wesley Rm. 50 (and every Thursday)
Wesley Food Pantry–We all need help from time to
time… Wesley is here for you, or someone you
know who needs food assistance. It’s also a great
place to volunteer if you need service hours
(wesleypantry.org). Please share this information
and help us help others!
Friday, November 4, 11:30am to 1:30pm, Lamb
Courtyard (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch–Join us on Green St. for
food, friends, and fun! Bring your own lunch or
enjoy hot dogs & veggie dogs, grab some goodies
to go, play games with friends, and celebrate the
start of your weekend!
12:00pm to 12:45pm, Watseka Lounge
Free Friday Yoga with Pastor Jess – Bring your
friends and join us every Friday at noon for Fresh
Air Yoga. This is a gentle yoga class for all levels, so
everyone is welcome! Bring your own yoga mat, or
borrow one from Wesley. Questions? Contact
Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org).
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3:00pm to 4:00pm in Watseka Lounge/online
(and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice English, build
conversation skills, and learn about American
culture, traditions, and history.
Sunday, November 6, 9:30am & 11:15am, Wesley
Sanctuary and Great Hall (and every Sunday)
Traditional (in-person and YouTube livestream) and
contemporary (in-person) progressive, inclusive,
and affirming worship services.

8:00pm to 9:00pm, Etc. Coffeehouse
p(and every Sunday)
Queer Space - This group is for questioning and
LGBTQ+ students and young adults who are
interested in connecting with others and exploring
faith, identity, and more. To get the Zoom link or
for more info, contact our Queer Space leader, Liz
Martin, at lmartin@wesleyui.org.

Sunday, November 13, 10:30am, Wesley
Sanctuary and Great Hall
Combined Worship & Thanksgiving Potluck–
Students are invited to join us for our combined
worship service at 10:30am, followed by the
all-church Thanksgiving Potluck upstairs in the
Great Hall. You only need to bring your appetite
and friends, so don’t miss this!
Nov. 19–27 U of I Fall Break
Happy Thanksgiving! Get some good rest and enjoy
your break!

**Undergrad and grad students who will be around during the fall break are invited to join other Wesley
students and young adults for a Friendsgiving/Thanksgiving meal. Contact Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) for details.

Announcements
We need your help! Our Children’s Sunday School Class is GROWING!
We still need more help in children’s Sunday School during the 9:30am service on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, & 5th
Sundays of the month as we are feeling the need to split into an older kids’ class and a younger kids’ class.
What a wonderful challenge to face–LOTS of children!! Right now, we have a system of rotating through
Sunday School teachers, where each person teaches about once a month, so if you might be willing to try it
out and come tell Bible stories, solve puzzles, make crafts, and share the love of God with some SUPER cool
kiddos from about 9:45am to 10:30am on Sunday mornings, contact Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) or Barb
Hughes (blhughes3@gmail.com) and they can answer all of your questions! Even if you don’t want to be in
charge, but you might like to assist a lead teacher, that would be helpful, too.

Fall Work Clean Up Day
Wesley Fall Work Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, November 5 from 9:00am to noon. After the clean
up (about noon) we will have pizza for everyone. Please bring work gloves and rakes if you have them. Let
Donna Giffen know if you can help, donna@wesleyui.org.
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Wesley Youth Group – November 6th
Youth in 6th-12th Grade are invited to join in the fun at Wesley from 4:30pm to 6:00pm on Sunday, November 6.
A light supper will be served as we grow in faith and fellowship together. We will NOT meet on the 3 rd Sunday
this month, November 20th. Contact Liz Martin (LMartin@wesleyui.org) with any questions.

C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2022 Update
A heartfelt thanks to all those who gave generously to support the 2022 C-U CROP Hunger Walk on October
2nd. As of October 20, Wesley members and friends have contributed over $4,900 to the CWS/CROP Walk! At
last count, our Champaign-Urbana interfaith, interdenominational community raised over $17,500 towards
their goal of $20,000. One fourth of this money will be distributed between Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Sola
Gratia Farm, Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern Illinois Foodbank. The remaining funds go to Church World
Service (CWS) to support global poverty relief efforts. Donations will be accepted at
tinyurl.com/CROPwesley22 through the end of the year.
Thanks especially to our 13-member Wesley Walker Team: Elaine Bearden, Craig Chamberlain, Helen and
Bruce Berndt, Bill and Dee Breeding, Sheila Krein, Daniel Krein, Donna Camp, Sharron and Dave Mies, Mike
and Jane McCulley for their time and commitment.
According to the CWS website: “The ongoing war in Ukraine, on top of the pandemic and other disasters is
causing a global food crisis. Millions are on the brink of famine. The CROP Hunger Walk and the funds we raise
will feed the hungry through CWS. When you join this movement to raise funds and donate, these gifts will
provide life-saving support like emergency food along with the seeds, tools and programs that will help
families feed themselves in the future.”
Locally, leaders of the four agencies that
our CU CROP Walk supports say that the
need for food and meals and the cost to
provide them has definitely increased.
Together, walkers and donors made a
significant contribution to provide hunger
relief locally and globally in the C-U CROP
Hunger Walk 2022.
Blessed be!

Sympathy to John and Ann Spurgeon
Sympathy to John and Ann Spurgeon at the death of John’s Uncle, Alan Whitte, who
passed away on Wednesday, October 19th at the age of 88. He lived in Quincy, IL.

Sympathy to the family of Robert (Bob) Atkins
Sympathy to the family of Robert (Bob) Atkins who passed away on Thursday,
October 20th. He was a member of First UMC in Champaign and attended services
here with his wife Connie McGill Atkins and was on several Wesley Committees
through the years. He was 100 years old.
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Are you a University of Illinois employee?
Giving to Wesley Food Pantry is easy and convenient through
the Campus Charitable Fund Drive. Look for Wesley listed as
a member of Community Shares of Illinois.

Beyond the Pantry Walls
Wesley Food Pantry’s mobile unit has added Eden Supportive Living in
Champaign to its monthly stops. Visiting Eden, Washington Square, and
Steer Place each month provides easy access to food resources for some
of our neighbors who would struggle to get to traditional pantries.
October was our second visit to the residents at Eden and we helped to
serve their special needs with fresh fruit, pop-top canned goods, and
individual items that were easy to prepare in a microwave. With a long
line of almost seventy guests on a beautiful Fall day, we found ourselves
apologizing for the wait and thanking people for their patience. “No, no.
We’re so thankful you’re here,” they would reply. We were showered
with, “God bless you for being here,” and, “This is really helpful.” Wesley Food Pantry continues to look for
ways to share the food resources we have to those that need it. Sometimes that means going beyond the
walls of our pantry with the mobile pantry, grab-and-go stations, and deliveries through DoorDash.

‘Tis the Season of Giving
The recent cold nights are a clear indication that we are heading for the
holiday season! Each year, the Tuesday after Thanksgiving is designated as
simply a day to do good - to volunteer, to support a cause you love, to give
financially. The Wesley Food Pantry could not operate without the wonderful
volunteer and financial support we receive each year, and we are so thankful
To celebrate, Wesley Food Pantry and Illini Fighting Hunger will be hosting a rice packaging event on Nov. 29
at 6:00pm in the Great Hall. You can also support our work with a donation online or with the enclosed
envelope.
As we draw closer to Giving Tuesday, November 29, consider how you can support those organizations that
speak to your heart. We hope that Wesley Food Pantry does just that.

pg. 7

Wesley Staff
Interim Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Vaughn Hoffman | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Pastor Rev. Jessica LeCrone
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Childcare Coordinator Qutey Sayles
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
WesCare Coordinator Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow | Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott
Full Time Custodian Samantha McIntosh | Part -Time Custodian Christopher Livesay
Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am
Wesley Building Hours:
Open Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm
Sundays 9:00am to 12:30pm
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