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2022 Wesley Fall Seminar Returns for this Year’s Program “Good Samaritans Among Us”.
Join us on Sunday, October 16, 2022 at 2:00pm in person in the Sanctuary or on YouTube, and prepare to be
inspired! Sometimes the needs of others can feel overwhelming. When we encounter the effects of social
injustice, we can be tempted to look away. We would like to help, but we don’t know where to begin. Jesus
understood the all-too-real temptation to not get involved. His story of “The Good Samaritan” is about how
different people respond to a man in a sorry state. The man has been robbed and beaten and is lying on the
road. A couple of “proper” religious people turn away and pass by. Finally, an ordinary Samaritan does
something that is anything but ordinary. He roles up his sleeves, patches up the man, and finds him food and
shelter.
For many of us, this story has caused some real soulsearching. The story also seems to suggest that the real
heroes of life are not necessarily those with the most
followers on Twitter! The Wesley Fall Seminar this year is a
chance to celebrate and learn from people who don’t look
the other way. They are founders and leaders of local
organizations that are rolling up their sleeves, building
people up, and providing food and shelter. You might not
have heard about all these organizations. In fact, some of
them have started only recently. But they all have stories
and insights that you won’t want to miss. The organizations
include.
•
•
•

WIN Recovery, an organization that aids women and LGBTQ2 clients with recovery from incarceration and
substance misuse.
Dixon Stars, a new basketball program for teens.
Food and More Partnership Program, an innovative food ministry of several area churches and Urbana
Neighborhood Connections Center, a center dedicated to the education and enrichment of area youth.

Fall Bible Study
Pastor Jess will lead a Bible study this fall on the Gospel of
Luke. We will meet around the fire pit at Wesley (or
around the fire in the Etc. Coffeehouse in case of rain) on
Thursdays at 7:00pm until October 20. Students and
adults are welcome, and childcare will be available. Please
contact Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) if you
would like more information or would like to attend.
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Wesley Welcomes Newest Seminary Intern
Coady Murphy
Wesley is pleased and excited to introduce a new staff member! Coady
Murphy has joined our leadership team as our seminary intern and will be
serving with both the Church and Foundation. Coady was born in Decatur, IL,
and grew up in Atwood Hammond, attending Hammond UMC as a child. His
family, including five siblings, moved to Champaign when he was in sixth
grade, and he was active in the Savoy UMC during his teenage years. In
college, Coady pursued a landscape architecture degree through Parkland
College and Illinois State University and worked in that field for 10 years. He
began exploring a call to ministry while attending First UMC of Champaign
and is now a second-year seminary student at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Evanston. His education also includes a unit of Clinical Pastoral
Education at Carle BroMenn Medical Center in Bloomington, which he
completed this past summer after being certified as a candidate for ministry by the Iroquois District
Committee on Ministry in April. He and his partner, Alex, who is originally from Pontiac, IL, live in Champaign.
Coady looks forward to meeting each person and to serving the Wesley community, so please introduce
yourself when you see him and help welcome him to our congregation and student center!
Supporting young adults while they pursue seminary education and providing opportunities for seminary
interns to gain practical experience are important and valuable extensions of Wesley’s campus and
congregational ministries. Funding for these programs comes from endowments and special financial gifts
from Wesley church members and alumni. If you would like to help prepare the next generation of clergy
leaders and assist in making these opportunities for young adults available, please contact Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more information. Thank you!

Fresh Air Yoga
*There will be no class on Friday, October 21. *
Fresh Air Yoga has moved to the Watseka Lounge for the remainder of the semester. We will continue to meet
on Fridays at noon for a 50-minute all-levels yoga class. On the 2nd Friday of each month, we will practice
chair yoga, which is an excellent option for anyone who needs extra support to practice yoga, or who cannot,
or chooses not to, practice yoga on the floor. Any schedule updates or cancellations will be announced in the
Wesley Weekly and on Facebook with as much advance notice as possible. If you have any questions, contact
Pastor Jess at jesslecrone@wesleyui.org.

CU CROP Hunger Walk 2022 Sunday,
October 2nd
Take action to help end hunger locally and globally by signing
up to join in this year’s C-U CROP Hunger Walk. The kick-off
will be Sunday, October 2nd at 2:00pm at the First
Presbyterian Church in Urbana. 75% of funds support global
hunger relief through CWS; 25% stays local for Daily Bread
Soup Kitchen, Sola Gratia Farm, East Illinois Food Bank and
Wesley Food Pantry. Register online to be on the Wesley
Walker team or make a donation
at https://tinyurl.com/CROPwesley22
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Murder Mystery Dinner
The Discipleship/Family Ministries and Education Committees are very excited to host “Murder at the Manor”
on Saturday, October 22 at 6:00pm. We will gather in the Great Hall for some mystery, a murder*, and a
catered dinner. Please RSVP by Friday, October 14 if you
will be joining us. If you would like to be a character in the
murder mystery, please contact Pastor Jess
(jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) or Liz Martin
(Lmartin@wesleyui.org) by Friday, October 7. We have a
variety of speaking roles available, and we will also need
non-speaking characters to help us solve the crime.
*No actual murder will take place–this is a family event in
a church, after all.

Upcoming Fellowship Opportunities
The Discipleship/Family Ministries Team is having a great time
hosting our monthly fellowship outings! If you haven’t had a
chance to join us, we have opportunities planned for the rest of
the year. Some events are dependent on the weather, so
monitor the Wesley Weekly and Wesley’s Facebook page for
updates. All are welcome to join in the fun–and invite a friend!
In October, Discipleship/Family Ministries team will join with
the Education Committee to host a murder mystery dinner on Saturday, October 22 at 6:00. Please contact
Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org) or Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) if you are interested in helping
with this!
In November, Discipleship/Family Ministries will host a Thanksgiving Potluck on Sunday, September 13. This
will follow the combined 10:30 service and we will gather in the Great Hall. More information to come.
Hanging of the Greens plans are in the works for December! Discipleship/Family Ministries will join with the
Education Committee to host a fun family event. Date and time TBA.

Wesley Wild Pocket Garden
If you haven’t noticed on the far corner of the Wesley parking lot
toward Goodwin, members of Wesley have started a Wild Pocket
Garden. Jim Fay, Sue Kiddoo, and Ray Norton began the Wesley
Wild Pocket Garden over the summer with the focus of having
living things visit the plants and spread/enable pollination.
Since the creation of the Garden, the team has registered the
garden with the University of Illinois Extension Service Pollinator
Pocket Project. The garden is also now endorsed by Faith In Place.
If you would like more info you can go to
www.wesleyui.org/wesley-green-team/ . Or if you would like to
get involved with the Wesley Wild Pocket Garden, contact
Jim Fay via email at jimfay7@gmail.com
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Wesley’s Adopt-a-Student program is back!
In the Adopt-a-Student program, you will have the opportunity to provide encouragement, support, and a
home on campus for a student during the fall semester! Here at Wesley, we are already home to many
students who find our building, staff, community members, and programming helpful. With this program, we
hope to make a student’s college experience even better through intentional hospitality.
Although the program kicked off in September, it’s not too late to sign up! As new students become more
familiar with Wesley, we will offer them the opportunity to sign up for this program.
If you sign up as a mentor and are paired with a student, here is what will be expected:
• Meet with your student at least 2 hours per month at a time agreed upon by both you and your
student. This could be for coffee or a meal. This time is to find out how your student is doing, what
they are studying, about their family, their life of faith, and so on.
• Give the student your email and phone number and encourage them to contact you when you can be
encouraging.
• Let your student know if you won’t be able to make it to your meeting with them, and set up another
time to meet.
• When possible, attend church together or go to a special event at Wesley, such as a potluck, trivia
night, the Fall Seminar, etc.
• Complete a final program survey in December.
• Contact Pastor Jess LeCrone at jesslecrone@wesleyui.org if there is an issue concerning the program or
your partnership.

An Upcoming Centennial
Our Skinner pipe organ will be 100 years old in 2025. It started its life as the University of Illinois’s instrument
in Smith Hall. In the 1950s, the university decided a different instrument was needed. Because of the high cost
of moving pipe organ’s after some negotiating, the organ moved a couple of blocks to the north to fill the two
front chambers of the sanctuary. Where it has been filling the air with beautiful music for these many years.
Now jumping to 2022, the Organ Committee is working on establishing several events to celebrate the pipe
organ’s 100th anniversary during the 2024-2025 academic year. Things like recitals and concerts, including
other community musical groups, Hymn sings, and silent movies are more options.
For many years, the Organ Committee has had dreams of improving the instrument. In 2000, we did a lot to
improve the organ. At the time, the then 75-year-old wiring was disintegrating, and the control system was
not up to date. Since 2000, we have fixed these issues and updated the organ wiring and overall control
system. However, we still have dreams of increasing the instrument’s capabilities. Adding pipes to the rear
chamber and adding to sounds to increase the instrument’s sound palette
are some ideas we look toward in the future.
We would love suggestions as to things we can do to further celebrate this
upcoming anniversary. There is now a centennial organ fund established
to assist with making this celebration possible. Current members and
those yet to come have and will benefit from this instrument. If you would
like to know more about the Organ Committee or how you can support
this upcoming celebration, contact Ed Friedl via email at e.friedl@att.net
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Wesley at Pridefest!
Students are invited to join Wesley friends as we celebrate and affirm the beautiful diversity of the C-U
community! We’ll have two information tables for the Student Center and congregation in the vendor's area
from 11:00am to 4:00pm, Saturday, October 1. Sign up for a shift to help us welcome people, do temporary
tattoos, and chat about our vibrant, affirming, and welcoming faith community! Questions? Contact Liz
(lmartin@wesleyui.org) or Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org). To sign up, check out this
link: https://bit.ly/3EH7q3Q.

Movie Night at Wesley!
Wesley will host a Halloween movie night in the Wesley theater on Tuesday, October 18, at 8:00pm. We will
have lots of themed snacks, spooky decorations, and a fun holiday film, so invite your friends and be sure to
join us!

Etc. Coffeehouse
The Etc. Coffeehouse is open to students and members of the campus community from 12:00pm to 5:00pm,
Monday through Friday. Stop in for free coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and lots of snacks in one of the coziest and
comfiest study spots on campus! Watch for special events each week on our Facebook & Instagram pages (Etc.
Coffeehouse) and join us where you’re always welcome, #asyouare.

Midweek Campfire
Life is hard, but s’mores are easy! We invite students to join us each Wednesday at 8:00pm around the Wesley
fire pit for a midweek mental health break. Bring your friends and come enjoy gourmet s’mores, friends, great
conversation, and more. We look forward to seeing you there!

Friday with Friends Lunch
Students are invited to join us every Friday from 11:30am to 1:30pm at Wesley (on the Green St.) for food,
fellowship, and fun as we meet new friends, play games, hang out, & kick off the weekend in style. Bring your
own lunch or enjoy some of our grab & go snacks and let’s celebrate making it through the week!

pg. 5

Queer Space
This group is for questioning and LGBTQ+ students and young adults who gather to celebrate and support one
another through the unique challenges of being a Queer Christian. We are a safe and confidential place, and
you don’t have to be out to join us. What happens at Queer Space stays at Queer Space! We meet every
Sunday at 8:00pm (in-person or online) for conversation, films, deep dive discussions, game nights, and more!
For questions or the Zoom link, contact our Queer Space leader, Liz, at lmartin@wesleyui.org.

International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 9:00am
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09) to read and discuss
newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand vocabulary, and explore the challenges of the
English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.

Free ESL Class
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class (in-person and online) for beginning through advanced students
every Friday from 3:00pm to 4:00pm at Wesley. We invite international students, visiting scholars, family
members, and community folks to join us as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about American
culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), for more information or the
Zoom link.

Campus Ministry Calendar
Saturday, October 1, 10:00am to 4:00pm,
Downtown Urbana
C-U Pridefest - Join Wesley anytime between
11:00a.m.- 4:00 p.m., as we share about the
Student Center and congregation with Pridefest
attendees. Sign up for a shift at
https://bit.ly/3dq8qAH or contact our campus
minister, Julie, for more information
(jdowler@wesleyui.org).

Tuesday, October 4, 9:00am to 10:00am
(and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom–International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. For
questions or the Zoom link, email Dave Mies at
dwmies@gmail.com.

Sunday, October 2, 9:30am & 11:15am, Wesley
Sanctuary and Great Hall (and every Sunday)
Traditional (in-person and YouTube livestream) and
contemporary (in-person) progressive, inclusive,
and affirming worship services.

Wednesday, October 5, 8:00pm to 9:00pm, Food
Pantry Garden area (and every Wednesday)
Midweek Campfire–Enjoy gourmet s’mores around
the Wesley fire pit as we share about our week,
chat about life, and welcome new friends. It’s a
great way to take a mental health break and enjoy
a Wednesday pick-me-up!

8:00pm to 9:00pm, at Wesley/online
(and every Sunday)
Queer Space - This group is for questioning and
LGBTQ+ students and young adults who are
interested in connecting with others and exploring
faith, identity, and more. To get the Zoom link or
for more info, contact our Queer Space leader, Liz
Martin, at lmartin@wesleyui.org.
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Thursday, October 6, 5:00pm to 7:00pm, Wesley
Room 50 (and every Thursday)
Wesley Food Pantry–We all need help from time to
time… Wesley is here for you, or someone you
know who is needs food assistance. It’s also a great
place to volunteer if you need service hours
(wesleypantry.org). Please share this information
and help us help others!
Friday, October 7, 11:30pm to 1:30pm, Lamb
Courtyard (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch–Join us on Green St. for
food, friends, and fun! Bring your own lunch or
enjoy some of our grab & go goodies, play games
with friends, and celebrate the start of your
weekend!
12:00pm to 12:45pm, Watseka Lounge
Free Friday Yoga with Pastor Jess–Bring your
friends and join us every Friday at noon for Fresh
Air Yoga. This is a gentle yoga class for all levels, so
everyone is welcome!

3:00pm to 4:00pm, Watseka Lounge/online (and
every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice English, build
conversation skills, and learn about American
culture, traditions, and history.
Sunday, October 16, 2:00pm, Wesley Sanctuary
Fall Seminar–Join the Wesley community as we
gather for an engaging presentation on this year’s
theme by panelists from the university and local
community. (We will also livestream this on
Wesley’s YouTube channel if you want to watch
online.)
Tuesday, October 18, 8:00pm, Wesley Theater
Movie Night - Join us for our own Halloween fright
fest as we enjoy a scary(?) flick, themed snacks,
and spooky decorations in the Wesley theater.
Bring your friends!

Announcements
Thank You from Former Senior Pastor Rev. Dan King Crede
Dear Wesley Friends,
Thank you, thank you, thank you for the wonderful farewell Sunday. I so appreciate the garden stone and all
the warm memories it generates. The monetary gifts were overwhelmingly generous. And the plated pie
reception was marvelous. I enjoyed all four pieces of pie I was able to sample that day.
Your gracious cards, letters, and remembrances continue to uplift my spirit and cause me to celebrate our
years together. I give thanks to God for each of you and the entire Wesley Community as you move into the
future.
Yours in Christ,
Dan King Crede

Memorial Service for David Sattazahn
There will be a Memorial Service for long-time Wesley Member on Monday, October 10th at Noon in the
Sanctuary. There will be visitation at 11:00am in the Watseka Lounge.
David passed away on Wednesday, June 29th.
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Garden Fence Refresh
With a grant from Solidarity Gardens, we were able to
refresh the fence around the pantry garden. The new
fence should allow us to weed around the perimeter
more efficiently and avoid any accidents from helpers
stepping over it. Be sure to take a look as the little
bunnies will make you smile!
Thanks go to students from the Association of Latino
Professionals for America (ALPFA) for helping us
remove the old fencing, weed, and install the new panels.

Thank you to our Hunger Action Month sponsors and helpers!
Our September was filled with fun and fundraisers to call attention to the fight against food insecurity in our
community. Thank you to those who supported us throughout the month with your time and help
at Smash Out Hunger and Illini Football parking fundraiser. Wesley Food Pantry staff also made it
out to a number of events with presentations and booths: Dawn at Circle K International student
group, Brian at the Parkland College Career Fair, Michelle with the Student Success Fair at
Parkland, and Ricardo shared information about pantry resources at the Latino Health Fair.

Education
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Wesley Staff
Interim Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Vaughn Hoffman | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Pastor Rev. Jessica LeCrone
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Childcare Coordinator Qutey Sayles
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
WesCare Coordinator Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow | Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal | Food Pantry Director
Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott | Part -Time Custodian Christopher Livesay
Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am
Wesley Building Hours:
Open Monday – Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm
Sundays 9:00am to 12:30pm
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