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Don’t Miss the Wesley Literary Tea! March 6, 2:00pm via Zoom

The 16th annual Wesley Literary Tea will be presented via Zoom on Sunday, March 6 at 2:00pm. The live
Zoom Event will be interactive and will include a chat moderator. The stark realities and abrupt changes of
the last two years have forced many of us to reflect upon our individual and communal roles, our
reactions to stress, and our ability to be resilient and /or resistant. The combination of six memoirs
included in this year’s event expand these considerations and collectively offer compelling personal
narratives exploring grief, racism, oppression, and illness, while at the same time offering hope, reality,
and tangible calls to action. While some of the memoirs poignantly expose brutal experiences of
xenophobia, classism, racism, and sexism, others invite us to share in reflective considerations such as our
own mortality and our individual roles in societal justice and injustice.
The books and reviewers are as follows:
We Are Not Here to be Bystanders: A Memoir of Love and Resistance by Linda Sarsour
Reviewed by Harith Tamimie
When I Was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago
Reviewed by Sheila Krein
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
Reviewed by Barb Hughes
The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride
Reviewed by Meg Rauschenberger
See No Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Radical Love by Valerie Kaur
Reviewed by Dave Mies
House of Sticks: A Memoir by Ly Tran
Reviewed by Yvette Whiteley
Anyone wishing to attend the event can register and receive the Zoom invitation using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88474312975?pwd=aXRiTmxmRUZCUk05WVJuaE0vN1RoZz09
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“The Chosen” - Comes to Wesley
Have you heard about the new multi-season show portraying the life of Jesus? It’s called “The Chosen”.
The producers and directors of “The Chosen” have stated that they hold to the authority of Scripture. But
they have also communicated that their effort is to take the truths of the gospel and Scripture and place
the audience in familiar scenes of the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. They have discovered a way
to present the life of Jesus, so it feels as if you were there as it happened. If you can get past dialogue and
situations that were not recorded in the Gospel narratives, you will delight in this creative presentation of
Jesus’ life.
Two things I think that the series does very well are to show that:

Jesus is fully God and fully human.
The show does an outstanding job of bringing the humanity of Jesus to film. Out of all the media that has
attempted to illustrate Jesus as a human being, this show excels in portraying Jesus as a person who once
lived in time and space. Yes, there are moments that the show also portrays Jesus as fully God, and it is
powerful. However, these depictions of his humanity are to be highlighted and recognized. It
communicates that this Jesus was certainly “one of us.”

When we stumble, Jesus does not leave us.
One of the things that sets “The Chosen” apart from other film depictions of Jesus is how each of the
characters stills struggles after meeting/believing Jesus. Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the others are
shown as being delivered by Jesus, but we still see them struggle after being delivered. We do not see a
Jesus who condemns followers who have lapses in their morality, but a true friend who also happens to
be the Son of God. A friend who corrects when necessary but still stays with his friends. He does not leave
them or forsake them, and that is why I believe “The Chosen” is worth watching.
Join Pastors Dan and Jess in-person at Wesley this Spring as we watch and discuss the first eight episodes
(season 1) of “The Chosen” on Wednesday evenings beginning March 9th and concluding April 27th. Each
episode is approximately 45 minutes in length. We’ll meet in either the Conference Room or Watseka
Lounge depending on the numbers of participants each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Come for the highquality video and discussion.

pg. 2

Ash Wednesday Services
Wesley will offer several opportunities to
observe Ash Wednesday and the beginning of
Lent throughout the day Wednesday, March 2.
The imposition of ashes will be available from
the pastors during the day, as well as a self-led,
interactive worship experience with various
stations in the Sanctuary. (Exact times to be
determined and posted.) We will gather in
person for an interactive worship service with
the stations Wednesday evening at 7:00pm., while additionally offering a brief, meditative, prerecorded service on YouTube for those who prefer to worship online, also at 7:00pm. We hope the
variety of options will provide flexibility for each person/family to choose how best to begin their
observance of this most holy season, and look forward to beginning our Lenten journey together.

Simple and Free Book Study
Feeling overwhelmed by excess? You are invited to join us for a real-time book study on Jen
Hatmaker’s Simple and Free: 7 Experiments Against Excess (this is an updated edition of her book 7: An
Experimental Mutiny Against Excess; if you already have this book, you do not need to purchase the new
edition if you do not want to). During the course of this study, we will meet once a month from March to
October to discuss the book and offer each other support with our own experiments against excess. Two
meeting times will be offered: the second Sunday of each month at 1:30pm and the second Tuesday of
each month at 6:30pm - you can attend whichever
one works best for your schedule. We will plan to
meet in person at Wesley, but will remain flexible
if a virtual option is needed. In March, we will
discuss which areas of excess we each want to
focus on and kick off the study. During subsequent
meetings, we will discuss each chapter of the book
and check in on the progress of our own
experiments. If you are interested or would like to
know more, you can email Pastor Jess
at jesslecrone@wesleyui.org.

Lenten Offering 2022

Wesley’s Social Action & Missions team has selected two recipients for this year’s special Lenten Offering:
Cunningham Children’s Home and UMCOR’s “Love Without Borders: The Interfaith Movement to End the
Pandemic” Advance #3022671
In 1895, Judge Joseph and Mary Cunningham deeded their home and 15 acres to the Women of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, now the United Methodist Women. In the beginning, and for many years to
follow, Cunningham served as a safe and stable home for children who had lost their parents or whose
parents could not care for them. But as needs of children changed with time, Cunningham broadened its
mission to serve the needs of children with emotional, behavioral, and special educational needs. Through
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comprehensive services including residential
treatment, special education and community based
services, Cunningham transforms lives by helping
youth and families reach their potential.
Over the years, Cunningham has continued to
expand opportunities to care for youth and families
in our community with the addition of new programs, such as Intensive Placement Stabilization (IPS),
Empowering Connections through Hope and Opportunities (ECHO), Runaway and Homeless Youth
Services in 2019 and Families Stronger Together in 2020. Recently, Cunningham has offered the Caminos
Program to provide safe secure placement options for children who have recently migrated to the U.S.
and are seeking opportunities to reunite with family and to pursue their legal immigration case.
Wesley’s United Methodist Women and congregation have always been strong supporters of Cunningham
Children’s Home. Our continued financial contributions provide essential support for the mission of
Cunningham’s programs “to nourish hope through effective solutions so children thrive and families
flourish.”
The second recipient of this year’s Lenten Offering is UMCOR’s “Love Without Borders: The Interfaith
Movement to End the Pandemic” Advance #3022671 campaign, which engages the United Methodist
Church in supporting UNICEF’s global Covid-19 response. UMCOR guarantees that 100% of the donations
to “Love Without Borders: The Interfaith Movement to End the Pandemic” will go directly to UNICEF USA
and its work in distributing safe and effective Covid-19
vaccines across the globe. Additionally, UMCOR notes that
“For just $19.50, members could help provide 10 people with
two doses of the vaccine.” Increasing access to vaccines,
facilitating vaccine equity, and improving the vaccination rate
globally is a crucial step in the ability to combat this pandemic,
and many countries around the world still desperately need
access to the lifesaving Covid-19 vaccine.
Roland Fernandes, general secretary of United Methodist Global Ministries and UMCOR, reminds us that
“It has been said that no one is safe until everyone is safe. Helping to fund the equitable distribution of
vaccines through this Advance will help United Methodists play a key role in efforts to make that a global
reality.” The Social Action & Missions team asks you to prayerfully consider making a special offering this
Lenten Season to support these two worthwhile organizations.

Lenten Devotionals are Available
Devotionals based on this year's Lenten theme, Full to the Brim, are available at Wesley in the Sanctuary
or can be picked up near the parking lot doors from the white realtor holding boxes. (Additional
devotionals for families and other resources are also available in the Sanctuary.) Each week's theme and
reading include poetry, visual art, written reflections, and commentary that remind us to live fully as we
pursue justice and hope, or express grief and gratitude. The writers from A Sanctified Art, who
created the devotional, encourage us to trust that we belong to God. In doing so, we increase our
capacity to receive and give grace, and discover the expansive – Full to the Brim - life God dreams for
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us. If you're unable to come by the church, you may request that a print copy of the devotional be mailed
to you by contacting Dawn Longfellow (217-729-7616 or dawn@wesleyui.org).

2022 Peace With Justice Award Given to Drs. Annette and Chuck Lansford

On February 13th we celebrated Peace with
Justice Sunday at Wesley UMC. Drs. Janet Jokela
and Sheldon Jacobson, members of Wesley who
have given so much of their time and expertise in
public service to Wesley and the C-U community,
spoke to us about how we can best be of service
to our community and to those around us.

United Methodists around the world celebrate
Peace with Justice Sunday, but it holds extra
significance for the Wesley community. On this
day, we pay special honor to the late Jean CramerHeuerman, a senior pastor at Wesley who was known as a passionate advocate for peace and justice.
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace with Justice Award was established in 1999 to honor Pastor Jean’s
legacy, to recognize those in our Wesley community who incorporate social justice in their practice of
faith, and to encourage others to do likewise. The awardees’ names appear on a plaque that hangs in the
Watseka Lounge. Roses are given in connection with the award, symbolic of the “Peace” rose bush
planted in Pastor Jean’s honor next to the Peace Pole outside Wesley’s Lamb Courtyard.
This year the Social Action & Missions team gave the Peace with Justice Award to two very worthy
individuals from our congregation – Drs. Annette and Chuck Lansford – in recognition of their long-time
commitment to public service and principled response to many important social justice issues impacting
our community and nation.
Annette and Chuck have been members of Wesley since 1981 and for the last 18 years they have
coordinated the annual Fall Seminars and Wesley Literary Teas here at Wesley. Their selections of topics,
books, speakers and their hard work organizing and coordinating these events provided education, raised
awareness and brought community leaders and citizens together here at Wesley to respectfully discuss
difficult political and social justice issues for the benefit of all. That these events have included Mayors,
School Superintendents, Police Chiefs, Activists, a former Governor, Professors and U of I Administrators
along the way is a testament to their powers of persuasion and dedication in providing high-quality, highly
relevant community learning events at Wesley.
The topics presented at these venues are too numerous to list, but to name a few, they have included:
Where Do We Go from Here? (a follow-up to the crisis of the 2020 election); Global Immigration: A
Humanitarian Crisis; Incarceration in America; Guns & Society; the Reality of Poverty Here at Home; Black
and White in America: A Look at Racial Relations and Violence; and Separation of Church & State. This
past year, the Fall Seminar topic, The Pandemic: Redefining Our World, addressed the many challenges
we are facing as a nation and a community due to the Pandemic, and featured the Superintendent of Unit
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4 School System, the CEO of Carle, as well as U of I Professors in Economics, Political Science,
Environmental Science and Psychology.
We are so grateful for the Lansford’s service in providing these wonderful and informative events, so
fitting at this campus ministry at the University of Illinois. As they put it in an earlier fall seminar in 2013
celebrating the Wesley Centennial: “Higher Learning, Faith and Good Works: The Interface of Academia
and Faith on the Contemporary University Campus.” We thank Annette and Chuck for their part in making
Wesley “an intersection of higher learning, faith and good works”.

The Etc. Coffeehouse Reopens
The Etc. Coffeehouse (and Student Lounge) reopened
February 22, and we are thrilled to once again welcome
students into our comfy and cozy spaces! We are currently
offering free coffee and tea Monday through Friday from noon
to 5:00pm, so stop in to grab a quick cup to go, or stay for a
while as you study, write papers, or meet friends for lunch.
(We have a microwave!) Everyone is welcome - as you are! and we look forward to seeing you soon!

Ash Wednesday Plans and Worship Service
Students are invited to assist the clergy and Wesley staff with Ash Wednesday offerings Wednesday,
March 2. The pastors are planning to offer “Ashes to Go” (with a special twist!) during the day on Green
Street, and there will be an opportunity for a self-led, interactive worship experience in the Sanctuary
during the day, as well. We’ll also offer an in-person worship service Wednesday evening at 7:00pm. If
you’d like to help welcome people to the Sanctuary, impose ashes, or be part of the evening service,
please let Pastors Julie, Jess, or Dan know. We look forward to sharing the journey of the Lenten season as
a faith community together!

Inclusive Campus Ministries Offer Events

The Wesley Student Center has joined with several other affirming
and progressive campus ministries at the U of I to create the
Inclusive Campus Ministries organization. Each week at 7:00 p.m.,
Wesley students are invited to join students from these other
groups for a variety of events where everyone is truly welcome!
We’ll begin at the Y on March 1; follow that at Wesley for
board/card games on March 8; won’t meet on March 15 (Spring
Break); will be at Community UCC on March 22 for theological
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discussion; and wrap up the month at UniPlace on March 29 with more games and fellowship. Invite some
friends and come join the fun!

Midweek Campfire
Students are invited to join us each Wednesday at 8:00pm as we enjoy gourmet s’mores, meet new
friends, explore faith, and experience a fun night around the fireplace in the Etc. Coffeehouse! We hope
to see you there as we have great conversation and share our lives and faith journeys.

Fresh Air Yoga
Bring your friends and join us every Friday from 11:05am to 11:45am in the West Lounge for Fresh Air
Yoga, led by Pastor Jess. This free, gentle yoga class is for all levels and welcomes everyone! BYO yoga mat
or borrow one from Wesley. Questions? Contact Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org).

Friday with Friends Picnic
Join us in Lamb Courtyard (on Green St.) every Friday between 11:30am to 1:00pm (weather permitting)
for food, fellowship, and fun as we meet with friends & kick off the weekend. Grab some of our goodies to
go on your way to or from class and let’s celebrate making it through the week!

Queer Space
This group is for questioning and LGBTQIA2S+ students and young
adults who gather to celebrate and support one another through the
unique challenges of being a Queer Christian, and you don’t have to
be out to join us! We meet online every Sunday at 8:00pm for
conversation, films, theological discussions, game nights, and more!
For questions or to get the Zoom link, contact Liz Martin, at
lmartin@wesleyui.org.

International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 9:00pm
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09) to read and
discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. Questions? Email
Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.

ESL Class Meeting On Zoom
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for beginning through advanced students every Friday from
3:00pm to 4:00pm on Zoom
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09).
We invite international students, visiting scholars, family members, and community folks to join us as we
practice English, make new friends, and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our campus
minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), for more information.
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International Coffeehouse Online
Everyone is invited to join us for an hour of conversation and connecting with friends each Friday on
Zoom from 5:00pm to 6:00pm
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09). Bring your own
coffee/tea and join us as we chat, practice English, meet new people, and celebrate our various cultures.
We look forward to seeing you as we gather the world around our virtual table!

Campus Ministry Calendar
Plans are subject to change depending on the current status of the pandemic. Unless noted otherwise,
Zoom links can be found on our website (uiucwesley.org), our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center,
Wesley Grad Students, and Etc. Coffeehouse), or by emailing our campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler, at
jdowler@wesleyui.org, for more information.
Tuesday, March 1, 9:00am to 10:00am (and
every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom – International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. For
questions or the Zoom link, email Dave Mies at
dwmies@gmail.com.
7:00pm to 8:00pm (and every Tuesday)
Inclusive Campus Ministries Gathering – Each
week, Wesley students are invited to join
students from other progressive campus
ministries for a variety of events where everyone
is truly welcome! Find out what’s happening at
https://teamup.com/ksrtwafe97t949jo1z.

Friday, March 4, 11:05am to 11:45am,
West Lounge (and every Friday)
Fresh Air Yoga – Bring your friends and your yoga
mat (if you have one – or borrow one from
Wesley) and join us for an easy, breezy yoga class
for all levels. It’s a great way to de-stress from
the week!
11:30am to 1:00pm, Lamb Courtyard (and every
Friday, weather permitting)
Friday with Friends Picnic– Join us in Lamb
Courtyard (Green St.) for food, friends, and fun!
Enjoy some of our grab & go snacks, and let’s
celebrate making it through another week!

Wednesday, March 2, 7:00pm to 8:00pm,
Wesley Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday Worship Service – Join the
Wesley community for this interactive and
meditative worship service as we begin the
observance of the season of Lent.
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3:00pm to 4:00pm, (and every Friday)
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we practice
English, build conversation skills, and learn about
American culture, traditions, and history.

5:00pm to 6:00pm (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse on Zoom International & domestic students, along with
visiting scholars and community friends, are
invited to join us as we practice English, meet
new people, play online games, & celebrate our
various cultures.

Sunday, March 6, 9:30am & 11:15am, Wesley
Sanctuary and Great Hall (and every Sunday)
Traditional (in-person and livestream on
YouTube) and contemporary (in-person)
progressive, inclusive, and affirming worship
services.
8:00pm to 9:00pm (and every Sunday)
Queer Space - This group is for questioning and
LGBTQIA2S+ students and young adults who
gather to celebrate and support one another
through the unique challenges of being a Queer
Christian. We meet online every Sunday for
conversation, films, game nights, and more! To
get the Zoom link, contact our Campus Ministry
Assistant, Liz Martin, at lmartin@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, March 9, 8:00pm to 9:00pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse (and every Wednesday)
Midweek Campfire – Enjoy gourmet s’mores
around the fireplace as we catch up, engage in
our question of the week, and welcome new
friends. It’s a great Wednesday pick-me-up!
March 12 – 20
University of Illinois Spring Break – The Wesley
Student Center will not host regular events
during Spring Break. Enjoy your time off!

Education
Children's Sunday School Mission Project
The Wesley kids invite you to join them in a mission project to support kids in need by donating the
following items to help them assemble School Kits for UMCOR:
- blunt kids' scissors
- 24-count boxes of crayons
- 1-subject spiral notebooks
- 100-200 page packets of loose-leaf paper (wide or college rule)
- handheld pencil sharpeners (1-inch or longer)
- sturdy or flexible rulers
- unsharpened pencils
- erasers (2 inches or longer)
- 2-gallon resealable ziploc bags (for kit assembly)
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You can bring items to the donation box in the kids' Sunday School Room. More information about the
UMCOR School Kits can be found at ( https://umcmission.org/umcor-school-kit/ ) Contact
Liz Martin (LMartin@wesleyui.org) if you have any questions.
Thank you for helping us serve others!

New Childcare Providers

Liz and Qutey are so excited to welcome new hires Kristina Bear, Christina Holderly, Kathleen Jin, and
Morgan Steinman to our childcare team in the nursery. Be sure to stop by and say hello on Sunday
morning!

Youth Group 2nd & 4th Sundays in March

For the month of March, Youth Group will meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays (March 13 & 27) at 4:30pm.
Families with youth, please keep an eye on your e-mail for further announcements regarding location and
activities. Contact Liz Martin(LMartin@wesleyui.org) if you have any questions or to be added to the email list for Youth Group.

Announcements
Pat Tymchsyshyn has Moved

Pat Tymchyshyn, Wesley’s long time friend, member and parish nurse,
is Have moved to a residential facility near her daughter Mary, who lives
in Oak Park. If you would like to send a letter to Pat moving forward, her
mailing address is 800 N. Harlem Ave. River Forest
IL 60305 #429 .
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A Gift Given, A Gift Received
A memory from Brian McDermott,
Pantry Office Assistant
On a blustery Wednesday in January, the coldest
food distribution yet this winter at Parkland College, we had a special item that was not on our guests pick list:
a portable clip-on rechargeable light for reading. Since it was not on the list, we carried one of the lights with
us to each car to show our guests and see if they might want one.
I approached one car and immediately recognized the elderly couple inside - one of our clients who tries to
visit about once a month for food. The lady is so sweet and kind, with an accent I have never been able to
quite place, but I suspect she is originally from eastern Europe. When we were pre-pandemic, she would
enter the pantry using her walker, and was always careful to not take too much food. “Other people may need
it more than us,” she’d say.
Today, I tried to keep the conversation a bit shorter than I normally would have - I did not want all the warmth
of their car’s interior stolen by the wind whipping around outside. After handing her the pick-list to fill out, I
held up the light and asked if they would like one. She took one look and her eyes lit up. She reached out and
gently clasped the light with both hands and hugged it to her chest. “Oh, thank you!” she said. “Neither of us
were able to go out shopping in December, so this is our Christmas gift.” I stood still; visions of my last
December 25th danced through my head - worshiping the season at church; my family around me - the floor
covered with all the wrapping paper from the open presents. “Would you like another light so you could both
have one?” I asked. “No,” she replied, “this one will be plenty for the two of us.”
As we helped load their food into their car, I could not help but notice she was
still hugging the light. The rest of the day felt a bit less cold because I was
warmed by the thought of the difference I made to that one couple.
That simple light was the greatest gift I gave this season, but I received an even
greater one in return - the privilege to make people’s days a little bit brighter (okay, pun intended)
and a bit more hopeful. This is possible by the vision and generosity of all those at
Wesley United Methodist Church and their Food Pantry mission. Thank you.

Making Healthy Dinner Easy for Families
We are pleased to announce the launch of a grab-and-go partnership with the
Parkland Child Development Center. They have recently received a grant to
offer childcare stipends to full- and part-time Parkland students who are also
parents. To supplement these resources, Wesley Food Pantry has created a
shelf of easy-to-prepare bundled ingredients and snacks that parents can grab
when picking up their children at the end of the day.
"The more barriers we can remove for student-parents, the more likely they
are to complete their college studies and obtain careers that can sustain a
high-quality of life for their families,” says Adrienne Shockley, center director.
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Pastore Rev. Jessica LeCrone
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth|Liz Martin|Childcare Coordinator| Qutey Sayles
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young
Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am
Wesley Building Hours: Open Sundays 9:15am to 12:30pm
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