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2021 Fall Seminar Returns 
Sunday, October 24 
The seemingly ever evolving SARS2 pandemic, 
the severe weather events associated with 
climate change, and the attendant concerns 
about what can be done to slow those events, 
and last, but not least , how to adapt to our 
sometimes overwhelming anxiety engendered 
by the uncertainty of these times. We are 
constantly reminded about these things but see 
little in the way of easy solutions.  
 
As a friend said recently, “the world just seems 

out of whack!” The only constant in life is change.  We adapt, we move on.  However, the current situation is 
the perfect storm of multiple major events occurring simultaneously.  It is not that we can’t be rational and 
move forward to solve a problem; it’s that we are simultaneously faced with several intertwined problems and 
must work on solving all of them quickly without creating even more problems.Progress can come out of 
crises. This year’s Wesley Fall Seminar will be addressing some of these issues and what can and has been 
learned from recent occurrences. The situation created by this confluence of events may be the wakeup call 
on issues we have been ignoring for too long. 
 
Pandemic: Redefining Our World is the topic of the Fall Seminar 
on Sunday, October 24. We will hear from experts on new ways 
health care will be provided, new energy sources which are being 
developed, agricultural practices employed to decrease the level 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide that has fueled the climate 
change, new directions opened for the global economy, and 
means for coping with the free-floating existential anxiety that 
many are experiencing. 
 
Plan on joining us for the seminar at Wesley from 2pm to 4:30pm on October 24. Bring a friend or two.  We 
hope the audience will see that there is light at the end of this dark tunnel and will  
leave feeling a little better. 

 

October 2021 
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Fresh Air Yoga 
Do you need some relaxation at the end of a busy 
week? Are looking for a way to get some movement 
into your day? Maybe you would like to give yoga a try! 
Yoga is a wonderful way to get some stretching, 
strength building, and movement, and it can also be a 
way for us to learn how to find some calm and quiet in 
our minds as we reconnect with our bodies. Whether 
you are new to yoga or have been practicing for a while, 
all are welcome to join us on Fridays from 11:05 to 
11:45am near the Food Pantry Garden for Fresh Air 
Yoga with Pastor Jess! If you have your own yoga mat, 
please bring it along; otherwise, yoga mats are available 
for those who need one.  

 

Sabbath Saturday                             
As we continue to move through the busyness of work and school, while still facing the realities of a global 
pandemic, incorporating spiritual practices into our regular routines can be a great way to reconnect with God 
in the middle of it all. To help you discover and develop spiritual practices that will help you, Wesley is offering 
a series of spiritual practice opportunities on Sabbath Saturday - a monthly opportunity to take a break, 
connect with friends, explore faith, and go deeper in your relationship with God. You are invited to join 
us Saturday, October 9, at 10am and/or 11am. Keep an eye on the Wesley Weekly for more details or contact 
Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org)  or Pastor Jess (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org ) with any questions.  
 

Newcomer Zoom Halloween Party 
If you are new or new-ish to Wesley, the Discipleship and 
Family Ministries team would like to invite you to a Zoom 
Halloween Party for some fun and connection with the 
Wesley community! We will gather virtually on  
Thursday, October 28 from 7pm to 8pm for fellowship, 
games, and a costume contest. If you would like to join us, 
email Pastor Jess or fill out a connect card during Sunday 
worship. Please RSVP by Saturday, October 23 so that we 
can be sure to get party supplies to you in time. We look 
forward to welcoming you to the Welsey community and 
getting to know you better!  
 
Take Action and Join us for the Annual CROP Hunger Walk 
Take action to help end hunger locally and globally by signing up to join in this year’s C-U Interfaith CROP 
Hunger Walk.  The kick-off will be Sunday, October 3rd at 2:00 at the First Presbyterian Church in Champaign 
and on C-U CROP Walk Facebook live. 75% of funds support global hunger relief through CWS; 25% stays local 
for Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Sola Gratia Farm, East Illinois Food Bank and Wesley Food Pantry.  Register 
online to be on the Wesley Walker team or make a donation at tinyurl.com/CROP-Wesley 
Email Team Captain Dee Breeding for more information at deebreeding76@gmail.com. 



pg. 3 
 

 

 
 
Midweek Campfire 
We have resumed in-person Midweek, our middle-of-the-week student 
gathering, Wednesday evenings at 8pm, around our new fire pit! All 
students are invited to join us as we enjoy gourmet s’mores, meet new 
friends, explore faith, and experience a fun night around the campfire! 
We hope to see you there as we share our question of the week, great 
conversation, and more, and explore our lives and faith journeys 
together. 
 
Fresh Air Yoga 
Do you need time to unwind after a long week? Perhaps you enjoy a light workout before lunch. Bring your 
friends and join us every Friday from 11:05am to 11:45am by the Food Pantry Garden for Fresh Air Yoga, led 
by Pastor Jess. This is a gentle yoga class for all levels, so everyone is welcome! BYO yoga mat, or we can loan 
you one of Wesley's. Questions? Contact Pastor Jess  (jesslecrone@wesleyui.org ). We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 
Friday with Friends Picnic 
We're so happy to bring back another favorite in-person gathering - Friday with 
Friends lunch, but with a twist! Join us in Lamb Courtyard (on the Green St. side of 
Wesley's building) for food, fellowship, and fun as we meet new friends, hang out, 
& kick off the weekend in style. Bring your own lunch (or enjoy some of our grab & 
go snacks), bring your friends, and let’s celebrate making it through the week! 
 
In Your Image: A Queer Space 
This group is for questioning and LGBTQIA2S+ students and young adults who gather to celebrate and support 
one another through the unique challenges of being a Queer Christian. You don’t have to be out to join us - 
what happens at Queer Space, stays at Queer Space! For questions or to get the Zoom link, contact our 
Campus Ministry Assistant, Liz Martin, at ( lmartin@wesleyui.org ). 
 
Grad/Postdoc/Young Professionals Group 
The Grad Student Group will gather Sunday, October 10, at 6:00pm around the fire pit at Wesley for their 
monthly progressive theology reading group. Join us for dinner around the campfire as we discuss Robin Wall 
Kimmerer’s book, Braiding Sweetgrass. Whether you’ve read the book or not, you’re welcome for the 
conversation, networking, and fellowship! 
 
International Reading Group  
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 9am 
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(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09) to read and discuss 
newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand vocabulary, and explore the challenges of the 
English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.  
 
ESL Class Meeting On Zoom 
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for beginning through advanced students every Friday from  
3pm to 4pm on 
Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09). We invite 
international students, visiting scholars, family members, and community folks to join us as we practice 
English, make new friends, and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister, Julie  
( jdowler@wesleyui.org ), for more information.  
 
International Coffeehouse Online 
Everyone is invited to join us for an hour of conversation and connecting with friends each Friday on Zoom 
from 5-6pm (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09). Bring 
your own coffee/tea and snacks and join us as we catch up from our week, practice English, meet new people, 
and celebrate our various cultures. Find additional information about our schedule on the Etc. Coffeehouse 
Facebook page. We look forward to seeing you as we gather the world around our virtual table! 

 
Campus Ministry Calendar 

 
Plans are subject to change depending on state safety guidelines and/or local community mandates 
regarding the current status of the pandemic.  
 
Unless noted otherwise, Zoom links can be found on our website (uiucwesley.org), our Facebook pages 
(Wesley Student Center, Wesley Grad Students, and Etc. Coffeehouse), or by emailing our campus minister, 
Rev. Julie Dowler, at jdowler@wesleyui.org, for more information. 
 
Friday, October 1, 11:05 to 11:45am, Food Pantry 
Garden area (and every Friday) 
Fresh Air Yoga – Bring your friends and your yoga 
mat (if you have one – or borrow one from Wesley) 
and join us for an easy, breezy yoga class for all 
levels. It’s a great way to de-stress from the week! 
 
 
 
11:30 to 1:00pm, Lamb Courtyard  
(and every Friday) 
Friday with Friends Picnic– Join us in Lamb 
Courtyard (Green St.) for food, live music, hanging 
out, and fun! Bring your own lunch (or enjoy some 
of our grab & go snacks!), bring your friends, and 
let’s celebrate making it through another week! 
 
 

3:00pm to 4:00pm (and every Friday) 
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we practice English, 
build conversation skills, and learn about American 
culture, traditions, and history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5pm to 6pm (and every Friday) 
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International 
& domestic students, along with visiting scholars 
and community friends, are invited to join us as we 
practice English, meet new people, play online 
games, & celebrate our various cultures. 
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Sunday, October 3, 9:30 & 11:15am, Wesley 
Sanctuary and Watseka Lounge (and every 
Sunday)  
Traditional (in-person and livestream on YouTube) 
and contemporary (in-person and Facebook live) 
progressive, inclusive, and affirming worship 
services 
 
Tuesday, October 5, 9am to 10am (and every 
Tuesday) 
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL 
learners) on Zoom – International students and 
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read 
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English 
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. For 
questions or the Zoom link, email Dave Mies at 
dwmies@gmail.com.  
 
Wednesday, October 6, 8pm to 9pm, Food Pantry 
Garden area (and every Wednesday) 
Midweek Campfire – Enjoy gourmet s’mores 
around the fire pit as we catch up, engage in our 
question of the week, and welcome new friends. 
It’s a great Wednesday pick-me-up! 
 
 
 
Thursday, October 7, 5pm to 7pm , Wesley 
Parking Lot (and every Thursday)  
Wesley Food Pantry – We all need assistance from 
time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or 
someone you know that is food insecure.  Students 
just need to bring your student I.D. 

 
8:00pm to 9:00pm 
In Your Image: A Queer Space – This small group is 
for all who identify as questioning or LGBTQIA2S+. 
We explore faith and other life issues as we 
celebrate and support each one’s particular 
journey. Email Liz (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for the 
Zoom link.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, October 10, 6:00 p.m., Food Pantry 
Garden area 
Grad Student Group – Grad students, postdocs, 
recent alums, and young professionals are invited 
to join us for dinner & our monthly progressive 
theology reading group around the fire pit at 
Wesley. This month we’re discussing Braiding 
Sweetgrass, by Robin Wall Kimmerer. You do not 
have to read part or all of the book to participate. 
Questions? Email Meg Cole 
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org) for more info.  
 
Sunday, October 31, Time TBA 
Halloween Double-Feature Movie Night – Inside? 
Outside? Who knows? Watch for more details! 
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Education 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes 
Each adult Sunday school class is adjusting to changing 
circumstances as we learn about them. The following 
information is subject to change, so please contact someone in 
the class or Liz Martin for the most up-to-date information. The 
Adult Bible Study will continue to meet in person at 11:00am on 
Sundays at Wesley. Masks continue to be required for everyone 
while indoors. Next, the  Scriptural Foundations Class will meet 
on Zoom at 11:30am on Sundays. You can contact Weng Chew 
(wchew2@comcast.net) for the link. Finally, at the moment the  
Animate & Forum Sunday School Classes are currently TBA. 

 
 

FAMILY FUN in OCTOBER! 
 
Wesley Family Fall Picnic 
Families with children are invited to join us in Lamb Courtyard for an outdoor bring-your-own picnic lunch 
after services on Sunday, October 10th at 12:30 PM. Bring a blanket or some camp chairs, lunch for your 
family, and let’s hang out! Let Liz know by Wednesday, October 6th if you will attend (lmartin@wesleyui.org). 
 
Trunk or Treat! 
Bring your kids and show off your costumes as we “Trunk or Treat” on 
Halloween in the parking lot at Wesley! All are welcome to come, 
decorated trunk full of candy or not, starting at 1:00pm on Sunday, 
October 31st. Contact Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) with 
questions. 
 
Youth Group Resumes October 3rd 
Youth group will resume meeting the first and third Sundays of the 
month beginning October 3rd on Zoom. The plan for now will be to 
meet on Zoom the first Sunday from 7pm to 8pm, then in person the 
third Sunday of the month, time & place TBA via e-mail, so if you have 
youth ages 6th-12th grade, be sure to e-mail Liz 
(lmartin@wesleyui.org) for more information and to get on  
that mailing list! 
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Yes, College Students Can Be Food Insecure  
As we head into the start of the Fall semester, Wesley Food 
Pantry is reaching out to UIUC and Parkland students. 
Spreading the word about available resources and 
destigmatizing asking for help are top of mind for us this 
time of year. While Wesley Food Pantry is open to anyone in 
Champaign County seeking food assistance, our locations on 
both campuses strive to be a welcoming and judgement free 
zone for students in particular. Partnering with the Office of 
Student Life at Parkland, we have been hosting easy to grab-
and-go snack stations at locations throughout the campus to 
provide some immediate assistance for skipped meals. This 
Fall, we will be extending that concept to the UIUC campus 
at La Casa Cultural Center and other locations through 
mobile pantry pop-ups.  

Celebrating 15 Years of Fighting Hunger 
In November 2006, Wesley Food Pantry opened its doors to the CU community with once a month food 
distributions. In the 15 years since, we’ve made wonderful connections with our guests and volunteers. We’ve 
shared smiles and tears, stories of sickness and recovery, and so many recipes! To celebrate our anniversary, 
we would like to compile those stories to share with the community throughout the month. If you have a 
special memory of helping at the pantry or want to tell us why you support the pantry, we want to hear it! 
Share with us on social media or email info@wesleypantry.org. 

Save the Date - Food Pantry Trivia Night 
As we reminisce about the last 15 years of food pantry events, we sure do miss the 
Haunted House! If you’re like us and the kid in you misses Halloween fun - get your 
team and decorations ready! Join us October 30, 7:00pm for a Halloween Themed 
trivia night.  $25 per team of up to six players or play as your own team if you’re 
brave! To register or for more info email Dawn at operations@wesleypantry.org 
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Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Jessica LeCrone 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin    
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy  
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal  
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott 
 
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young   
 

Sunday Services 
Traditional Service 9:30am 
Contemporary Service 11:15am 
 

 
Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed 


