July 2021

Welcome Reception for Our New Associate Pastor!
Jessica LeCrone has been appointed by Bishop Frank J. Beard as Wesley's new associate and will begin her
ministry at Wesley on July 1. We look forward to welcoming her to Wesley! Pastor Jess will participate in her
first worship services Sunday, July 4. Both the 9:30am and 11:15am services will be in-person that day in the
Sanctuary and Watseka Lounge, respectively. Between services, from 10:30 to11:00am, we will host a
welcome reception for Pastor Jess outside
near the food pantry garden (with masks and
appropriate safety precautions, of course!).
You are invited to join us to meet Pastor Jess
and share some Wesley hospitality and
friendship with her as she begins this new
appointment. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Make a Joyful Noise at Wesley!
During the month of July, on the 2, 3, & 4 Sundays, Wesley will once again celebrate music and the gifts of our
congregation through our worship services! We'll meet together for one combined service at 9:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary each of these Sundays. We will not offer a Zoom service, but our combined service will be
livestreamed and recorded so folks can still join us and worship online/remotely. On July 11, we look forward
to an annual favorite – our Jazz Worship Service – led by Dr.
Barrington Coleman, with special guests from the university and
community. Invite someone you know to join us in-person or to watch
the service on YouTube! We’ll enjoy additional special music for the
rest of the month, including our Wesley’s Got Talent Worship Service
on July 25. If you have a talent you’d like to share (singing, playing an
instrument, reading your own or someone else’s poetry, etc.) as an
individual, duo, or family, we invite you to contact Pastor Dan or
Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) by July 18 to share what you’d
like to offer as we celebrate the diverse ways our congregation is
gifted. We look forward to making a joyful noise with you!
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Message from Social Action Ministry (SAM) Team in Support of C-U at Home
The Wesley Social Action Ministry (SAM) Team was fortunate to learn from Rob Dalhaus at C-U at Home about
current trends in our community and C-U at Home’s efforts to be part of the solution for local community
members without an address. C-U at Home operates 4 transitional houses and offers education, advocacy,
transportation, a 24-hour outreach program, a work program (in partnership with the City of Champaign
Township office), and shelter to those without an address. The SAM Team would like to support these efforts
by conducting a matching funds campaign this summer. Between July 11 and August 8, the SAM Team will
match funds donated up to $500 in order to support C-U at Home’s outreach.”

In Your Image: A Queer Space
Join us Thursday, July 1, at 8:00pm, for our summer monthly gathering!
This group welcomes students and young adults who identify as queer or
LGBTQIA+, as well as friends/allies, and any others looking for a spiritual
community to call home. We meet on Zoom to connect with new
friends, engage in conversation, and explore questions of faith. Come as
you are or as you want to be – you are truly and fully welcome at
Wesley! Email our campus ministry assistant, Liz Martin,
at lmartin@wesleyui.org for the Zoom link.

International Reading Group
The Wesley Student Center hosts an International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom every
Tuesday at 9:00am to read current articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand vocabulary.
Questions? Contact Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com. Join us next on July 6!
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09;
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Passcode: 347562)

High School Grads/New Students Invited to Connect
We look forward to welcoming new freshmen and other
students this fall to our campus ministry, so if you know of
someone who is planning to start school at the U of I or Parkland
College, please share names & emails with our campus minister,
Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), so we can connect, share
information, and help them find a place, home, and community
at Wesley. To find out what we're planning for the fall semester,
and to stay updated on all things Wesley, check our Facebook
pages (Wesley Student Center, Etc. Coffeehouse, Wesley Grad
Students) or sign up for the student e-newsletter at
uiucwesley.org. We look forward to seeing you when we gather
back together in August!
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Campus Ministry Calendar
For any questions or more information, please contact our campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org).
Thursday, July 1, 8:00 to 9:00pm (summer schedule – group meets every first Thursday of the month)
In Your Image: A Queer Space - Small group for all who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, friends/allies, and
others looking for a spiritual community to call home. Email Liz (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for the Zoom link.
Sunday, July 4, 9:30 & 11:15am (Wesley Sanctuary and Watseka Lounge)
Traditional (in-person and livestream on YouTube) and contemporary (in-person and Facebook live) Sunday
worship services
Sunday, July 4,, 10:30am
Welcome Reception for Pastor Jess – Come and meet Wesley’s new associate pastor as we gather for a
reception outside near the food pantry garden. Masks and appropriate safety measures are appreciated!
Tuesday, July 6, 9:00 to 10:00am (and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom – International students and visiting
scholars are invited to join us as we read and discuss articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand
vocabulary. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.
Sunday, July 11, 9:30am, Sanctuary (and every Sunday)
Combined Worship Services – Join us July 11, 18, & 25 at 9:30am for in-person worship in the Sanctuary with a
special musical theme. We’ll enjoy a Jazz Worship Service under the direction of Wesley’s choir director, Dr.
Barrington Coleman, on July 11, and a “Wesley’s Got Talent” worship service on July 25 (contact Pastor Julie if
you’d like to participate by sharing your gifts!). Invite your friends and join us!

Vacation Bible School

Education News

Hey kids! Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School
2021 – Discovery on Adventure Island! Join Ms. Liz along with a new
friend, Beacon, the puffin, in a Quest for God’s Great Light! VBS will
take place in person at Wesley on August 9-13 from
9:00am to 12pm. We will wear masks and we will not be serving
food while we are together (though we’ll probably have some prepackaged snacks to send home with you!) If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Liz
(LMartin@wesleyui.org). Children AND Youth ages pre-K* through
8th Grade are invited to join us! Contact Liz Martin to signup for VBS.
*Children must be fully potty trained and able to use the toilet
unaccompanied in order to attend VBS
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Call for VBS Volunteers
All grown up but been missing our kids? Come help out with VBS! We’d love to hang out with you for all or
part of our week, and we need folks to help decorate ahead of time, help supervise, teach science & Bible
lessons, and be another trusted adult for our Wesley children to know and love! E-mail Liz
(LMartin@wesleyui.org) for more information and/or to express your interest.

Family Gathering at Jarling’s Custard Cup
Wesley families with children & youth, please Join us for frozen treats at Jarling’s
Custard Cup on Wednesday, July 14 at 7:00pm. Let’s spend a summer evening
relaxing and enjoying each other’s company (and some ice cream) outdoors. Contact
Liz if you have any questions! LMartin@wesleyui.org

Calling All Musicians!
Have you wondered what it’s like to sing or play with the Wesley Praise Team? Well,
now’s your chance! Join us between 6pm and 8pm on Thursday, July 15 in Watseka
for a Jam Session! Anyone is welcome to come, just for fun or to see if you might be
one of our new members starting August 1st! Contact Liz Martin
(LMartin@wesleyui.org) to get the music ahead of time or if you have any questions.

Adult Education Classes
Adult Sunday School Classes will resume in person
at Wesley on July 11 at 11:00am. Please be sure to
fill out the attendance binder. If all class
participants are vaccinated, masks can be removed
once you are in your classroom, but please
continue to wear masks whenever you leave the
room or if you have a visitor to your class.
The Animate Adult Sunday School Class is reading
& discussing the book How to Be an Antiracist by
Ibram X. Kendi and will be holding class at people’s
homes every other Sunday evening at 6:00pm over
the summer. Contact Liz for more information
(LMartin@wesleyui.org).
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TOTAL LBS.
Harvested to date: 41
The produce gardens at
both our locations have
sprung to life with lettuce,
greens, radishes, broccoli
and herbs. As we round the
corner into the hot
temperatures, we are seeing growth from tomatoes,
peppers, squash, and onions. We are very thankful to
the Larsen Family for their consistent care of our Evening Pantry garden. If you find your home garden is
producing more than you can use, consider bringing your abundance to a Thursday evening distribution,
simply drop by before 5pm with your donation.

Partnership with Central Illinois Bakehouse
If you have been to the Downtown or Lincoln Square Farmers’
Markets lately, you may have seen the artisanal bread made
by the Central Illinois Bakehouse. That is exactly where
Michelle Grice, Parkland Pantry Coordinator, fell in love with
their sourdough bread and brioche buns. When she let them
know that sliced bread was in high demand at our weekly
distributions, CIB was happy to donate their extras for both
the Wednesday distributions at Parkland College and our
Thursday evenings at WUMC. We look forward to an ongoing
partnership with this fantastic locally owned business.

Special Thank Yous for a safety net of help
We often speak of the food pantry being a safety net for those who find themselves in
financial need. But, at the Wesley Pantry at Parkland College, a safety net was needed
for our frozen food. The compressor failed in our freezer and left us scrambling to store
frozen ground beef and pork chops. Volunteer David Danenhower (pictured) went into
action and found a used freezer at Courage Connection that was ready for a new home.
Matt Pieper and the transportation crew at Eastern Illinois Foodbank helped
us pick up and move the freezer to its new location. Thank you to all the
helping hands that were right there when we needed them.
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Jessica LeCrone
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Dawn Longfellow | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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