June 2021

Expressions of Gratitude for Pastor Deborah's Ministry
Farewell Worship Service on June 6th at 11:15am
Rev. Deborah Jungmi Kang's ministry at Wesley has made an impact on so many
lives, and the Staff-Parish Relations Committee has prepared several ways for the
Wesley community to show their appreciation for her ministry.
June 6th Parking Lot Worship Service: Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 6 at
11:15am, when we will gather for a parking lot service to exchange formal farewells
with Pastor Deborah.
Donate toward a Love Gift: We wish to thank Pastor Deborah with a token of our appreciation in the form of a
love gift. You are invited to make a donation to Wesley designated to Pastor Deborah's Love Gift now through
Tuesday, June 1. Donations can be made at http://wesleyui.org/giving/
Share a Video Farewell Message: Wesley members are invited to send in video messages for Pastor Deborah
to Blake Warman Neal at bwarmanneal@wesleyui.org. Deadline is close of business on June 1.
Sign a farewell card: We have created an online farewell card that anyone can sign now through close of
business on June 1. Link: https://www.groupgreeting.com/sign/453b59b41c4664c

SAM now stands for “Social Action & Missions”
Social justice and mission concerns have always had a home at Wesley in the working team often referred to
as SAM. In recent years, SAM has stood for Social Action Ministry, but that left some wondering where to find
missions work at the church – like the annual Habitat work trips to Jonestown, Miss., or supporting
international disaster relief.
SAM has decided to change its name. SAM will still be SAM, but it now stands for the "Social Action &
Missions” team. Among its responsibilities are organizing the annual Peace with Justice Sunday, the fall CROP
Walk, and local service days and mission trips; selecting organizations and causes to receive Advent and
Lenten donations; and directing funds to places of need. If you’re curious about this area of service at Wesley,
contact Pastor Dan or SAM chair, Kara Whiteley.
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SAM Lenten and Advent Offering Update
The SAM (Social Action and Missions) team would like to
recognize Wesley’s generous spirit of giving and share that the
2020 Advent offering total was $4954, split between the UMCOR
"Shelter in Love" Covid Response and the Daily Bread Soup
Kitchen. The 2021 Lenten offering was $4435, split between
Friendly Planet Missiology and Cunningham Children's Home.

Meet our New Associate Minister, Jessica LeCrone
Greetings to my beloved and faithful siblings in Christ. My name is Jessica LeCrone,
but you may also call me Jess. My family and I currently reside in Catlin, where my
husband Zach serves as the pastor at Catlin Unite Methodist Church. Zach and I
are both from Sidney, Illinois, and have been married for nearly 14 years. In
addition to pastoring Catlin UMC, Zach is working on his first year of seminary. We
have two daughters, Emilie and Joie. Emilie is 12 and in sixth grade, and Joie is 7
and in first grade. Both girls attend school in the Salt Fork School District.
I have been serving the Oakwood and Hebron charge since July 2019. Before that, I
worked at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign for 12 years. I spent the last
8 years of that time managing undergraduate student employees at the
Undergraduate Library and working with the information services team. I was also
an adjunct lecturer for the School of Information Sciences on the UIUC campus, and taught classes on reference
services and management. I have a Master’s degree in Library and Information Science from UIUC and will
graduate with my MDiv degree from Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis this May. Besides spending
time with my family and at school, I enjoy being in nature, learning new things, cooking, and singing in a band.
Since responding to my call into ministry, I receive confirmation almost daily that this is exactly where I need to
be and feel a sense of peace and joy like none I have ever known. Above all else, it is my mission to follow and
serve Jesus through service to each other and our community, and to share love and joy with all. I love
engaging with the tough questions that our community, and to share love and joy with all. I love engaging with
the tough questions that our faith asks us, and hope to always remain open to learning new ways to live out my
faith.
You all are so very loved, and I am looking forward to all that we can learn from each other!
Peace be with you,
Pastor Jess

Help High School Graduates and New Students Connect!
We look forward to welcoming new freshmen and other students to campus
and our student ministry this August, so if you know someone who is
planning to start school at the U of I or Parkland College, or transferring to
either school, please share their name and email with our campus minister,
Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), so we can connect, share information,
and help them find a place, home, and community at Wesley. We appreciate
your help!
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Congratulations to our Graduates!
Wesley congratulates our graduates on your accomplishments and for reaching this
milestone. Some of you will engage in work locally and/or begin new academic programs at
the U of I, and we look forward to your continuing participation as part of the Wesley
community. We also know some of you will be moving to begin new adventures and
chapters in other places. We have been blessed to have you as members of our Wesley
family and look forward to staying connected! If you would like to share your updated
contact information, please email Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) or Donna Giffen (donna@wesleyui.org) with
your details. We wish each of you God’s blessings and peace as you begin this next part of your lives’ journeys!
In Your Image: A Queer Space
Summer plans - we're meeting the first Thursday of each month at 8:00pm. Join us June 3rd!
This group welcomes students and young adults who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, as well as friends/allies, and
any others looking for a spiritual community to call home. We meet on Zoom to connect with new friends, engage in
conversation, and explore questions of faith. Come as you are or as you want to be – you are truly and fully
welcome at Wesley! Email our campus ministry assistant, Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for the Zoom link.
Grad Student/Young Adult Progressive Theology Reading Group
Summer schedule – check with Meg about summer plans.
Grad students, postdocs, and young adults/alums are invited to join us online on Tuesdays at 7:30pm for our book
study. It’s a great way to meet others across disciplines, make new connections, and enjoy engaging conversation
around books the group chooses to read. For the Zoom link/questions, please email Meg
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org).
International Reading Group
The Wesley Student Center hosts an International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom every
Tuesday at 10:00am to read current articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. Questions?
Contact Dave Mies (dwmies@gmail.com). Join us!
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09;
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Passcode: 347562)
Connect with Campus Ministry
The Wesley Student Center will take a break from most programming this summer to focus on preparing for the fall
semester and refreshing our spaces. To find out what we're planning for the beginning of the academic year, and to
stay updated on all things Wesley, check our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center, Etc. Coffeehouse, Wesley
Grad Students) or sign up for the student e-newsletter at uiucwesley.org. We look forward to seeing you when we
gather back together in August!
Need an Ear or Shoulder?
This past year has been a difficult and stressful one for many people - and for lots of reasons. If you'd like to chat or
need someone to listen - about anything - anytime this summer, please contact Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) or our campus ministry assistant, Liz (lmartin@wesleyui.org), through Facebook Messenger
or email, or by texting/calling 217-848-3948. We're here for you & want to stay in touch!
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Campus Ministry Calendar
Zoom links are available on our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center
and Etc. Coffeehouse) and on our website (uiucwesley.org). For questions
or more information, please email our campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org).
Tuesday, June 1, 10 to 11am (and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom –
International students and visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read and discuss articles, improve English
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.
7:30 to 9pm (summer schedule – group may not meet each week)
Grad Student Progressive Theology Reading Group - Make connections with others across disciplines and share
great conversation around our book study. For questions/Zoom link, email Meg (gradstudy@wesleyui.org).
Thursday, June 3, 8:30 to 10pm (summer schedule – group meets every first Thursday of the month)
In Your Image: A Queer Space - Small group for all who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, friends/allies, and others
looking for a spiritual community to call home. Email Liz (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for the Zoom link.
Sunday, June 6, 9:30 & 11:15am, YouTube and In-Person Parking Lot Service
Pastor Deborah’s Farewell Sunday - Traditional (pre-recorded) service will be available on YouTube; in-person
worship will be held in the Wesley parking lot at 11:15am. Wear your sunscreen!
Sunday, June 13, 9:30 & 11:15am, YouTube/Facebook & Zoom (and every Sunday)
Please note: summer worship plans may change as restrictions for groups gathering change.
Traditional (pre-recorded) and contemporary (live on Zoom) Sunday worship services

Congratulations to Our Wesley/University of Illinois Graduates!
Avelardo Rivera, Jr.
BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, with a concentration in policy,
international trade, and development; French
Future plans: take a camping trip somewhere and read a book that's not for school.
Currently interviewing for jobs in the public sector.

Agrismary Santiago
BA in Political Science, with a concentration in Law and Power
Future plans: starting law school this fall at Loyola University and beginning work on a
non-profit to help formerly incarcerated persons.
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Natalie Bready
BFA in Painting and in Art Education
Future plans: finish student teaching this fall, then work as an art educator in a school,
museum, or community arts organization.

Geoffrey Schmelzer
Bachelor of Music in Voice Performance
Future plans: starting the Master of Music in Voice and Opera Performance program at
Northwestern University Bienen School of Music this fall. Singing the title role this
summer in Puccini's Gianni Schicchi at the Brevard Music Center.

Austin James Cody
Master of Music in Choral Studies
Future plans: likely moving to Los Angeles to pursue professional singing and churchmusic-making.

Nneka Ukpaby
Master of Public Health with a concentration in Health Behaviors and Promotion
Future plans: starting law school this fall at Washington University.

Cara Knox Gutzmer
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the College of Education
Currently: Director of School and Community Experiences at the College of Education.

Paige Graham
Master of Music in Choral Studies

Ariana Munoz
Master's degree in Crop Science and Water Quality
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Thank you, Epsilon Delta! Epsilon Delta is a
professional education organization at the University of
Illinois. Their Spring semester food and toiletries drive resulted in over 100 lbs. of healthy canned goods, toilet paper, and
side dishes to support the pantry.

Thank you, John Spurgeon! John donated tomato plants to the pantry so that our guests could try their hand at
growing their own tomatoes. One family was so excited to have one of each variety. We had a few left over to plant in the
Wesley garden. We’re keeping our fingers crossed that they survive the early May cold snap.

Donate Your Schnucks Rewards
We are excited to be a part of a new program with Schnucks grocery stores.
Customers who shop at Schnucks are familiar with their rewards program
which earns 10 points for every $1 spent on groceries. Points can then be
used on future purchases. Beginning in May, Schnucks’ customers can
choose from a select list of local charities as recipients of their rewards. The other participating charities in our area are:
Crisis Nursery, Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Community Choices, Champaign Public Library Foundation, Feeding Our Kids,
Mahomet Area Youth Club, and Salvation Army-Heartland Division.
How do you Donate Your Schnucks Rewards to Wesley Food Pantry?
1. If you haven’t already, sign up for Schnucks Rewards on the Schnucks website (www.schnucks.com) or download
the app on the App Store or Google Play.
2. Select your home store as either the Champaign, Urbana, Mahomet, or Savoy locations - this is where we are listed
as an option.
3. On the app:
a. Tap on the “My Rewards” button on the Home Screen
b. Select “Donate Rewards”
c. Select Donation Preference and Local Charity
4. On the website (once you are logged in):
a. Select “My Profile” from the options under your login information
b. Select "Donate Rewards" in the blue banner to access “Reward Preferences”
c. Select your donation preference (either “Always Donate” or “One Time Donation” and select Wesley Food
Pantry from the menu of possible charities.
d. Click “Update Preferences”
Another easy way to make recurring donations is by starting your
Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com and choosing Wesley United
Methodist Church as your favorite charity. A donation of 0.5% of your
purchase total will be made to the Wesley Food Pantry.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations!
to our Communications Director, Blake and his wife Cheyenne Warman-Neal, at the
birth of their son, Liam Robert, on Wednesday, May 5th at 3:54 pm. He weighed 6
lbs and 11 oz.

Kay Romans Memorial Service
There will be a Memorial
Service for Wesley Member,
Katherine “Kay” Romans,
on Friday, June 18 at
11:00am in the Wesley
Sanctuary. Rev. E. Paul
Unger will be officiating.

HAPPY 110TH BIRTHDAY!

Mrs. Vivian Forst is celebrating her 110th Birthday
on Friday, June 25! She is the mother of Wesley
Member Linda Linke.
Cards may be sent to:
Mrs. Vivian Forst,
Illini Heritage Rehab and Health Care
1315 Curt Dr., Room 7
Champaign, IL. 61820

October Mission Trip to Mississippi Planned
Wesley UMC and foundation members are invited to
join John Spurgeon on a Habitat mission trip to
Jonestown, MS. We will leave Sunday, October 10th,
and return Saturday, October 16th. Participants will
spend 4 days helping to build a habitat home and will
spend 1 day in Memphis where we will tour the
National Civil Rights Museum, spend some time on
Beale Street and enjoy dinner at a Memphis BBQ
restaurant. We will travel together in John’s van and
stay in the Habitat dorm in nearby Clarksdale, MS.
Money has already been donated for this trip so the
cost will be less than $100 and full scholarships are available. Daily devotions and discussions will give
participants an opportunity to grow in their faith while our work on the habitat home will help to change the
life of the new homeowner.
Anyone who is interested in participating or who has questions may contact John by calling or texting (847-6095353), or by email (jaspurgeon@aol.com).
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Brian McDermott
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am
Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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