March 2021

Lenten Offering for Spring 2021
Wesley’s Social Action Ministry team has selected two recipients for this year’s special Lenten Offering:
Friendly Planet Missiology and Cunningham Children’s Home.
Friendly Planet Missiology (FPM) is a team of clergy and lay persons
rethinking missions in responding to humanity’s struggles by building
friendships in United Methodist Conferences in the U.S. and the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC.) FPM primarily evaluates, teaches
and supports churches in developing healthier missions. The FPM team
advises and raises money for locally led Congolese projects which need
a boost to finish. Recent projects include constructing the El Dorado
Nursing School in Mulongo, building the Milltown Memorial UMC in
Kabimba, purchasing irrigation equipment for the Kamina Methodist
Youth Home’s garden, as well as providing scholarship funds for
Kamina’s orphans to attend school, university or vocational training.
FPM President, the Rev. Dr. Taylor Denyer, writes: “The global pandemic of 2020 impacted us all in ways small
and large. Many of us lost loved ones and/or our own health. Even for those spared the direct hit of the virus,
we found our long-planned trips and gatherings canceled, took financial hits, and were once again reminded
of the world’s interconnectedness and the unjust inequalities in it.
Throughout this crisis, FPM leaders remained faithful to the friendships we have nurtured for well over a
decade by doing what we have done from the beginning—prioritizing listening to and encouraging one
another and being highly strategic about how we use our financial resources to maximize their impact.
As always, FPM has continued to provide merit-based and financial-need scholarships thanks to designated
and undesignated gifts. This year’s scholarship recipients included women studying at the nursing school in
Mulongo and orphaned youth raised at the UMC’s home in Kamina. We also provided laptops to two clergy
who had to take all their first semester courses at Africa University online due to the shutdown.”
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Rev. Lana J. Robyne, formerly of Wesley Foundation at Purdue University, has been appointed by Bishop Beard
of Illinois Great Rivers Conference and Bishop Muyombo in DRC as a missionary/missiologist in the Tanganyika
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Working with Friendly Planet Missiology out of Kalemie, DRC on
the shores of Lake Tanganyika, Pastor Lana will be able to let us know how our Lenten Offering gifts will be put
to good service in DRC.
In 1895, Judge Joseph and Mary Cunningham
deeded their home and 15 acres to the
Women of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
now the United Methodist Women. In the
beginning, and for many years to follow,
Cunningham served as a safe and stable home
for children who had lost their parents or
whose parents could not care for them. But as needs of children changed with time, Cunningham broadened
its mission to serve the needs of children with emotional, behavioral, and special educational needs. Through
comprehensive services including residential treatment, special education and community based services,
Cunningham transforms lives by helping youth and families reach their potential.

Cunningham has evolved greatly over the last 125 years. In August 2017, groundbreaking for a new Education
and Recreation Center took place. In January and February 2019, the students moved into this center, now
named the Rosann Gelvin Noel Education Center and Coach Lou and Mary Henson Gymnasium. The structure
provides ample space for both academic and therapeutic activities and includes residential and days schools,
the gymnasium, a cafeteria, and music and art therapy rooms.

In March 2020, to help struggling families, the Families Stronger Together program was added to provide
voluntary, trauma-informed and culturally responsive therapeutic services for the entire family—caregivers
and their youth—who have entered or are at risk of entering the juvenile justice system. Shortly thereafter,
the COVID-19 global pandemic struck, and the Cunningham campus went on lockdown. Cunningham
continues to hold the highest possible standards in meeting the needs of the young people in their care and
the youth, adults and families served in our community.

In 2019, 731 clients were served by Cunningham Children’s Home. Although less money is expected from
local, state, and federal governments for the services traditionally provided, funders have identified new
outcomes desired: build resilient families, provide quality education and job skills programs, and foster a safe
community. Contributions from our church members are critical to maintain and enhance these critical
services.
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The Social Action Ministry team asks you to prayerfully consider making a special offering this Lenten
Season to support these two worthwhile organizations. Checks may be made out to Wesley UMC and
designated for the Lenten Offering.

Wesley Student Center Offers Daily Lenten
Reflections
Wesley students, campus ministry staff, recent alums, and
others connected to the Wesley family are offering brief
daily reflections at noon on our Facebook and Instagram
pages. Each day, students and others will offer a brief
reflection on a scripture passage or Bible story they return to
"Again & Again" - something that brings hope, inspires, gives
comfort, or guides them in their spiritual journey and walk
with God. We hope you'll tune in as some of your favorite
scriptures are shared... or perhaps you'll discover a new
favorite for your use this Lenten season!

Wesley Student Center Podcasts
We invite you to take a listen to any of the 3 podcasts developed by peer ministers and our campus ministry
intern. "Midweek Mic" is a worship podcast featuring music and a brief devotion, "Surviving & Thriving" is an
exploration of how students are finding their way through the pandemic, and “Breakfast Benediction” is a
short-form podcast that provides a quick blessing as you start your day. New episodes are released each week
and are available on our website (https://www.uiucwesley.org/podcast), as well as through various popular
podcast directories. Happy listening!

Theo Night Small Group
Have you ever wanted a safe place to bring your questions about religion, God, the church, Christian beliefs,
etc., to discuss with other students? Theo Night is for you! Join us each Monday from 6pm to 7pm on Zoom as
we talk about a range of theological topics, listen to each other as we share our perspectives, and consider
how our own understandings have been shaped by scripture and our experiences.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86865604746?pwd=YWo5ektsMmJpZ3VoK2V5U1RYUHdqZz09
Meeting ID: 868 6560 4746; Passcode: 199813
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Grad Student/Young Adult Progressive Theology Reading Group
Grad students, postdocs, and young adults/alums are invited to join us online every
Tuesday at 7:30pm as we read & discuss Bishop Michael Curry's latest book, Love is the
Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. It’s a great way to meet others across
disciplines, make new connections, and enjoy engaging conversation around books the
group chooses to read. For the Zoom link or questions, please email Meg
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

Midweek Wind Down Small Group
Students and young adults/recent alums are invited to join us on Zoom each Wednesday from 9pm to 10pm
as we share prayers and engage in spiritual practices (like Lectio Divina, journaling, meditating, etc.) to help
release stress and anxiety for a good night's sleep, and to help us grow in our spiritual lives. Folx will be invited
to bring readings to share with others as we seek to become more aware of God’s presence and love.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85873173798?pwd=Ny9Bc0FkK09pbXVDbkRsUHJNVldiUT09
Meeting ID: 858 7317 3798; Passcode: 009148
In Your Image: A Queer Space
This group welcomes students and young adults who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, as well as friends/allies,
and any others looking for a spiritual community to call home. We meet every Thursday on Zoom at 8:00pm to
connect with new friends, engage in supportive conversation, and explore questions of faith. Come as you are
or as you want to be – you are truly and fully welcome at Wesley! Email our campus ministry assistant, Liz
Martin, (lmartin@wesleyui.org )for the Zoom link.
International Reading Group
The Wesley Student Center hosts an International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom every
Tuesday at 10am to read and discuss current articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand vocabulary.
Questions? Contact Dave Mies (dwmies@gmail.com), and be sure to join our Wesley ESL & Coffeehouse
Friends group on Facebook to learn more!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Passcode: 347562
ESL Class Meeting On Zoom
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for beginners through advanced students every Friday from
3pm to 4pm on Zoom. This class is for beginning through advanced students and is free for everyone. We
invite international students, visiting scholars, family members and community friends to join us as we learn
English, make new friends, and explore American culture. Questions? Please contact our campus minister,
Julie by email (jdowler@wesleyui.org), call 217-848-3948, or join our Facebook group, Wesley ESL &
Coffeehouse Friends, to find out what's happening.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5292 6426; Passcode: 836757
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International Coffeehouse Online
The International Coffeehouse gathers online for an hour of conversation and connection every Friday from
5pm to 6pm. American & international students, visiting scholars, Wesley members & community friends are
invited to gather on Zoom as we practice English conversation, learn about each other's cultures, and make
new friends from around the world each week. Bring your own coffee/tea and join us around our virtual table!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09
Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Password: 11354

Campus Ministry Calendar
Zoom links are available on our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center and Etc. Coffeehouse) and through
our website at uiucwesley.org. For questions or more information, please email our campus minister, Rev.
Julie Dowler (jdowler@wesleyui.org).

Monday, March 1, 6pm to 7pm.
(and every Monday)
Theo Night on Zoom – Bring your theological
questions and ideas to share with other students as
we explore scripture, our beliefs, and our
experiences, and how these have shaped our
understanding.

Wednesday, March 3, 9pm to 10pm
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek Wind Down on Zoom – Join other
students as we wind down from our day by sharing
prayers and practices that support our spiritual
growth and help release any stress and anxiety
we’re experiencing.

Tuesday, March 2, 10pm to 11pm
(and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom – International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss articles, improve English pronunciation,
and expand vocabulary. Questions? Email Dave
Mies at (dwmies@gmail.com ).

Thursday, March 4, 8:30pm to 9pm
(and every Thursday)
In Your Image: A Queer Space - Small group for all
who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, friends/allies,
and others looking for a spiritual community to call
home. Connect with new friends, engage in
supportive conversation, and explore questions of
faith. Email Liz at (lmartin@wesleyui.org), for the
Zoom link.

7:30pm to 9pm (and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading
Group - Make connections with others across
disciplines and share great conversation around
our book study. Join us as we kick off the spring
semester! Questions or need the Zoom link? Email
Meg at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Friday, March 5, 3pm to 4pm, Conference Room
(and every Friday)
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we learn English,
improve conversation skills, and explore American
culture, traditions, and history.
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5pm to 6:00pm (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International
& domestic students, visiting scholars and
community friends are invited to join us for casual
conversation, games, and fun as we practice
English, meet new people, & celebrate our various
cultures.

Sunday, March 7, 9:30am & 11:15am,
YouTube/Facebook & Zoom (and every Sunday)
Traditional (pre-recorded) and contemporary (live
on Zoom) Sunday worship services
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/505993773?pwd=RS94
WGJTY0ZiV2hBa04wNFFJYWNYdz09
Meeting ID: 505 993 773; Passcode: 889414

Youth and Education News
Check out Amplify Media
Lent is a great time to check out Amplify Media! There are video resources for
everything from Racism & Reconciliation to Women's Bible Study, Lenten
Devotionals to 30-second Bible Lessons. You can log into Wesley's account
through the Amplify Media app, available for most smart TV systems, or
through any web browser. Just go to https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify and
enter our code: SPBTHK. Families with children, don't miss the "Cokesbury Kids"
channel! Having trouble getting set up? E-mail Liz (LMartin@wesleyui.org) and
she'll be happy to help you get started!

Education Committee Announces New Pen-Pal Project
The Education Committee is excited to announce our newest outreach, the Pen Pal Project! We will be
connecting Wesley members of all ages, pairing children & youth with adults in our congregation to exchange
correspondence via the good old-fashioned postal service. Just e-mail Liz (LMartin@wesleyui.org) and you will
be matched with a child or youth from our church. We'll even provide the post cards! We hope to continue to
find ways to remind one another of God's love and to stay connected while we are apart.

Announcements
John Taylor and Barbara Hughes are celebrating
their 45th wedding anniversary this year. They
were married on March
13, 1976 in Tiskilwa,
Illinois. They have been at
Wesley UMC since 1985.

Sympathy to Wesley Members, Mike and Kayla
Smith and Family, at the loss of Mike’s father,
Roger Smith, on
Sunday, February
7, at the age of
74. He lived in
Newman, IL.
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A good sign: Volunteer groups return to
the pantry
Volunteers are the backbone of our food pantry. They
provide thousands of service hours each year and are
thesmiling faces representing the Wesley Food Pantry
to ourguests as they shop. Because our evening pantry
is located on campus, we are a popular spot for students
looking to fulfill service requirements. With COVID-19
quarantines, however, it has been almost a year since
wehad a group from the University of Illinois join us for
a service project.
We did have a small group from Alpha Gamma Delta
help at a cold February evening distribution as part of
their service week. Students helped pack groceries for
our drive through line and made refrigerator
deodorizers for future distributions. Alpha Gamma
Delta has a philanthropic focus on fighting hunger. They
also recently wrote Valentine’s cards to be sent along
with Meals on Wheels deliveries. We can’t wait to get to
know more about other student groups and their
service to the C-U Community.

Announcements
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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