April 2021

Holy Week – Stations of the Cross – In the Sanctuary
Come to the Wesley Sanctuary during Holy Week to experience
the stations of the cross. While historically this has been a time to
meditate on a picture of each “stop” of Jesus’ journey while
carrying his cross to Golgotha, this year we have designed a
different interactive journey you can take part in. The story of
Jesus’ death is recognized in the way the narrative repeats itself
again and again throughout the past and the present. Each person
who comes can spend as much or as little time at each station as
they wish. There will be a short pamphlet explaining the stations.
You do not need to sign up or reserve a time to come. Simply
come during the designated times and take the journey through
the sanctuary. The sanctuary will be open on Maundy Thursday,
April 1, from 5 to 9pm, Good Friday, April 2, from 11am to 2pm &
5 to 9pm, and Holy Saturday, April 3, from 11am to 9pm. Pastors
and volunteers will be there to let you in the parking lot doors and to greet you and answer questions in the
sanctuary. Please wear a mask or one will be provided.

Midwest Student Movement Retreat
Undergrad and graduate students are invited to join students from
other campus ministries for a weekend retreat (online), Friday &
Saturday, April 10 and 11! We're excited to hear keynote
presentations from best-selling author and speaker,
Nadia Bolz-Weber, and justice advocate, worship leader, and
musician (themanyarehere.com), Darren Calhoun. You'll also have
the opportunity to meet other students, participate in engaging
worship, attend breakout sessions, and more! Wesley has already
taken care of the registration fees, so all you need to do is sign up
at https://bit.ly/3lrtar8. Invite friends to join us for an awesome
weekend of encouragement, community building, friendship, and spiritual growth! Contact our campus
minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for questions or more information.
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Earth Day Sunday
Wesley welcomes Rev. Dr. Mark Davies as this year’s Earth Day Sunday preacher, April 18, at both the 9:30
and 11:15am services. In addition, he will lead a conversation (with Q&A) around food justice and the
connection to climate change and environmental stewardship for students, Wesley members, and community
friends at 4:00pm that afternoon on Zoom
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85764072143?pwd=RnloQ3UrWFVMeWluV2Z6OE10OVR0Zz09).
Dr. Davies is the Wimberly Professor of Social and Ecological
Ethics, Director of the World House Institute for Social and
Ecological Responsibility, and Executive Director of the
Leadership, Education, and Development (LEaD) Hub North
America for the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) at Oklahoma City University, where he has
worked in both teaching and administration for 25 + years. He is
an ordained elder in the Oklahoma Conference of the United
Methodist Church.
Dr. Davies’ Ph.D. is from Boston University in the area of Social
Ethics, and he has served BU’s School of Theology as a member
of its Dean’s Advisory Board and as the alumnus representative
on its Green Team as part of the Green Seminary Initiative.
Dr. Davies has led and implemented a number of initiatives in coordination with the Division of Higher
Education of the United Methodist Church, and has published in the areas of Boston personalism, process
philosophy and ethics, and ecological ethics. In 2017, the General Board of Church and Society of the United
Methodist Church selected him to serve as the convener of the writing team tasked with revising “The Natural
World” section of the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, the first time the Social Principles have
undergone a thorough revision since their adoption by the denomination in 1972.
Dr. Davies engages in advocacy and activism in the areas of peace, social justice, and ecological sustainability.
This is expressed through his work with the Human Community Network, which works to create non-violent
systemic change for a just and flourishing human and ecological community through collaboration, education,
innovation, and action, and through his posts and writings on his website, One World House
(https://oneworldhouse.net/). He and his wife Kristin live in Edmond, OK, and have two teenage daughters.

Mask Distribution
Jesus speaks to us, “Live in this place where you take up your
cross, and follow me. Don’t ever quit.” Jesus constantly calls
out to us to live with our crosses, and to follow him wherever
we are. What can we do to follow Jesus Christ during the
global pandemic? Kiyun Lee has come to Wesley, since he
started his Ph.D. at UIUC. His father, Mr. Lee recently donated
10,000 masks to Illinois. His son Kiyun and Rev. Deborah
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Jungmi Kang distributed 2,000 masks for the Wesley Food Pantry, Cunningham Children’s Home, and for other
pastoral purposes. Kiyun has since donated some of the masks to churches in larger cities. Wesley’s
Discipleship/Family committee assisted with paying the postage fees. At the moment we plan to send 3,100
masks to 16 different diverse churches. Below we have listed the various churches that the masks are being
distributed to.
-

African Community United Methodist
Church
The Red Door Church
The Redeemer of Calvary
Olivet United Methodist Church
Gorham United Methodist Church
New Gresham United Methodist Church
Ingleside-Whitfield United Methodist
Church
Wesley United Methodist Church

-

Maple Park United Methodist Church
San Pablo United Methodist Church
Centennial Multicultural United Methodist
Church
Neighborhood United Methodist Church
Emanuel United Methodist Church
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
HA:N United Methodist Church
Urban Village United Methodist Church

Administrative Professionals
Day this year is April 21st
This is an excellent opportunity for
Wesley family members to express
our appreciation to Rebecca
O’Marrah, Donna Giffen, and Sally
Mundy, for their commitment to the
Wesley Church and Foundation.
Notes and cards with your personal
expressions of "thanks" are welcome.

2021 Peace with Justice Award Recipient
The 2021 Peace with Justice Award was given to FirstFollowers reentry program. The group, which operates a
drop in center located at Bethel A.M.E. church, has a mission to build strong and peaceful communities by
providing support, guidance, and hope to formerly
incarcerated people and their loved ones through peer
mentorship. FirstFollowers offers peer mentoring, assistance
with employment searches, workforce development for
emerging adults, advocacy for individuals with felony
convictions, family reunification and service referrals in a safe
and stigma free environment. The drop-in center is open
every Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 5 pm. In addition to
the services listed above, FirstFollowers operates the
following special initiatives. GoMAD (MAD stands for make a
difference in self, family, community and society) is a 19-week program that targets people 18 to 24 years old.
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Participants spend 20 hours each week learning building construction skills as well as various academic
subjects. A weekly $200 stipend is given for making the commitment to the program. First Steps Community
House is a transitional residence for people coming home from men's prisons. The house officially opened in
December of 2019. Other FirstFollowers sponsored projects include hosting a weekly radio program,
sponsoring a youth basketball team in Rantoul, and a student organization at the University of Illinois that
works to combat discriminatory barriers which limit accessibility to education, employment, and housing for
people with felony convictions.

October Mission Trip to Mississippi Planned
Wesley UMC and foundation members are invited to join John Spurgeon on a Habitat mission trip to
Jonestown, MS. We will leave Sunday, October 10, and return Saturday, October 16. Participants will spend 4
days helping to build a habitat home and will spend one day in Memphis where we will tour the National Civil
Rights Museum, spend some time on Beale Street and enjoy dinner at a Memphis BBQ restaurant. We will
travel together in John’s van and stay in the Habitat dorm in nearby Clarksdale, MS. Money has already been
donated for this trip so the cost will be less than $100 and full scholarships are available. Daily devotions and
discussions will give participants an opportunity to grow in their faith while our work on the habitat home will
help to change the life of the new homeowner. Anyone who is interested in participating or who has questions
may contact John by calling or sending a text (847-609-5353) or by email at (jaspurgeon@aol.com)

Grad Student/Young Adult Progressive Theology Reading Group
Grad students, postdocs, and young adults/alums are invited to join us online every Tuesday at 7:30pm as we
read & discuss books chosen by the group. It’s a great way to meet others across disciplines, make new
connections, and enjoy engaging conversation. For the Zoom link or questions, email Meg
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

In Your Image: A Queer Space
This group welcomes students and young adults who identify as
queer or LGBTQIA+, as well as friends/allies, and any others looking
for a spiritual community to call home. We meet every Thursday on
Zoom at 8pm to connect with new friends, engage in supportive
conversation, and explore questions of faith. Come as you are or as
you want to be – you are truly and fully welcome at Wesley! Email
our campus ministry assistant, Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for
the Zoom link.
pg. 4

International Reading Group
The Wesley Student Center hosts an International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom every
Tuesday at 10am to read current articles, improve English pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. Questions?
Contact Dave Mies (dwmies@gmail.com).
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Passcode: 347562

ESL Class Meeting on Zoom
Wesley offers an ESL class for beginners through advanced students
every Friday from 3 to 4pm on Zoom. This class is free, and no
registration is required. Join us as we learn English, make new friends,
and explore American culture. Questions? Please contact our campus
minister Julie Dowler (jdowler@wesleyui.org).
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5292 6426; Passcode: 836757

International Coffeehouse Online
The International Coffeehouse gathers online for conversation and connection every Friday from 5 to 6pm
American & international students, visiting scholars, Wesley & community friends are invited to gather as we
practice English conversation, learn about each other's cultures, and make new friends from around the world.
Bring your own coffee/tea and join us around our virtual table!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09
Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Password: 113540

Campus Ministry Calendar
Zoom links are available on our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center and Etc. Coffeehouse) and on our
website (uiucwesley.org). For questions or more information, please email our campus minister, Rev. Julie
Dowler (jdowler@wesleyui.org).
Thursday, April 1, 7pm
Maundy Thursday Worship Service - Join us for a
brief, reflective service as we remember Jesus’ last
meal with the disciples and the night he was
betrayed. The service will be available on the
Wesley Church Facebook page and our YouTube
channel.

8:30 to 10pm (every Thursday)
In Your Image: A Queer Space - Small group for all
who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+, friends/allies,
and others looking for a spiritual community to call
home. Connect with new friends, engage in
supportive conversation, and explore questions of
faith. Email Liz (lmartin@wesleyui.org) for the
Zoom link.
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Friday, April 2, 3 to 4pm (every Friday)
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we learn English,
improve conversation skills, and explore American
culture, traditions, and history

Friday, April 2 at 7pm
Good Friday Worship Service – Join us as we
remember and reflect on the passion narrative of
Jesus. The service will be available on the Wesley
Church Facebook page and our YouTube channel.

5 to 6pm (every Friday)
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International
& domestic students, visiting scholars and
community friends are invited to join us for casual
conversation, games, and fun as we practice
English, meet new people, & celebrate our various
cultures.

Sunday, April 4, 9:30 & 11:15 am,
YouTube/Facebook & parking lot
Easter Sunday - Traditional (pre-recorded) service
on YouTube/Facebook; parking lot service at
11:15am. To make a reservation, contact Donna
Giffen (donna@wesleyui.org.).

Tuesday, April 6, 10 to 11am (every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom – International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss articles, improve English pronunciation,
and expand vocabulary. Questions? Email
Dave Mies (dwmies@gmail.com).

Saturday & Sunday, April 10 & 11
Midwest Student Movement Retreat – Join
students from other campus ministries for a virtual
retreat with keynote speakers, Nadia-Bolz Weber
and Darren Calhoun. Register at
https://bit.ly/3lrtar8.

7:30 to 9pm (every Tuesday)
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading
Group - Make connections with others across
disciplines and share great conversation around
our book study. For questions or the Zoom link,
email Meg at (gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

Sunday, April 11, 9:30 & 11:15am,
YouTube/Facebook & Zoom (every Sunday)
Traditional (pre-recorded) and contemporary (live
on Zoom) Sunday worship services

Sunday, April 18, 4pm
Food Justice Conversation and Q&A – Join students
and Wesley friends as Rev. Dr. Mark Davies leads
us in a conversation about food justice and its
relation to climate change.

Announcements
Sympathy to Dr. Robert Atkins and family at the death of his wife, Connie McGill
Atkins, on Saturday, February 20 at the age of 98. She was a long-time Wesley
Member she resided in Urbana, Illinois.
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Direct service to those in need
Throughout the last year, many pantries including
Wesley have distributed food using a drive through
model that helps keeps guests and volunteers
distanced. While this method has been efficient for
single families, It has been harder on our guests that
take the bus or ride along to thepantry with others.
Sharon (pictured on the right) has done both to reach
us on past Thursday nights. In cold weather, however,
the battery on her electric scooter drains quickly.
Getting to the pantry or a grocery store hasbecome
very difficult for her. We are happy to deliver groceries
for Sharon and others in the community who need this
extra care. Would you be able to help make a delivery
on occasion? If you’d like to be added to our call list,
email Dawn at (operations@wesleypantry.org)

THANK YOU to the UIUC groups whosupported
the pantry in February:
UIUC Amnesty International is pictured on the right dropping
off their donation of 98 lbs. of non-perishables from their February
food drive.
The Urban Health Program is a club on campus affiliated with the
UIC Nursing Program. Their food drive collected 68 lbs. of food.
The Panhellenic Council at the University of Illinois chose the
Wesley Food Pantry as a recipient of their annual philanthropic
donation totalling $1408. They said the mission of the food pantry
really resonated with them.
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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