February 2021

Don’t Miss the Wesley Literary Tea This Sunday
The annual Wesley Literary Tea will be shown via YouTube on Sunday, January 31, at 2pm.
This will be the 15th year of the January Wesley Literary Tea, during which numerous books
have been reviewed by Wesley members and friends. This will be the first
virtual tea! Often, though not always, there has been a theme which guided the books
selected. This January, we were all very happy to see 2020 over; however, many of the
2020 problems that brought us down are still with us, though we are seeking for the light at
the end of the tunnel. With the concerning issues of the last several years and particularly
last year in mind, the theme for this year’s tea is “Where Do We Go From Here?”
The books and reviewers will be:
Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World by Fareed Zakaria
reviewed by Chuck Lansford
On Corruption in America: And What is at Stake? by Sarah Chayes
reviewed by Bev Ujcich
The Common Good by Richard B. Reich
reviewed by Harith Tamimie
The Upswing: How America Came Together a Century Ago
and How We Can Do It Again by Robert Putnam with Shaylyn Romney Garrett
reviewed by Bill Breeding
Long Time Coming: Reckoning with Race in America by Michael Eric Dyson
reviewed by Yvette Whiteley
The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women Changes the World by Melinda Gates
reviewed by Tara Swearingen
Morality: Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times by Jonathan Sacks
reviewed by Emily Lux
Feel free to invite friends to attend the tea by sharing this web link with them: www.wesleyui.org
The Wesley Literary Tea will be available on the front page of the Wesley website and for those that receive Wesley
Weekly emails you will receive an email Sunday at 2pm with a link to watch the Wesley Literary Tea.
pg. 1

Bridget Cabrera to Speak on February 14 for the
Peace with Justice Sunday Service
Wesley Staff and congregation are truly excited for this year’s special guest
speaker for our annual Peace with Justice Sunday service, the Executive
Director of Methodist Federation for Social Action, Bridget Cabrera. Bridget
has worn many hats prior to her position at the MFSA. Previously, Bridget
served as Director of the Non-Profit HUB and Interim Volunteer Manager at
McCurdy Ministries Community Center, prior to that she was the Deputy
Director of the Reconciling Ministries Network and a leader in the Love Your
Neighbor Coalition.
Bridget has also written and designed different worship experiences for
UMW members for national gatherings including the 2014 Women’s
Assembly. Bridget has a multitude of experience working professionally throughout the United Methodist Church in
campus and young adult ministry. Bridget graduated from the University of Alabama with a B.S. in Music Education and
from Emory University, Candler School of Theology with a master’s degree in Divinity. We are excited to hear what she
has to say this month on Peace with Justice Sunday - we hope to see you during the live service at 11:15am, or we hope
everyone enjoys the YouTube, pre-recorded service at 9:30am on Sunday, February 14.

Reminder of How You Can Send Prayer Request
Just a reminder to Wesley Members and Friends: You may send prayer requests for yourself, a friend, a family member,
or a special concern (prayers@wesleyui.org). The request email is then received by about 25 Wesley folks who have
volunteered to pray for your requests. To be clear, it goes only to the Prayer Team, and they agree to keep your
requests confidential. If you wish to request that only clergy be informed, send the email instead to Donna Giffen
(donna@wesleyui.org) and specify “clergy only.”

How to Watch the Wesley Service through Your Smart TV
If you have a smart TV capable of connecting to YouTube, you should be
able to access the YouTube app on the TV and watch the Wesley Services
on your Television. There are multiple ways of going about this and all TV’s
are different in their overall layout; however, below we have listed a set of
directions that may help you with setting up your Smart TV for watching
the Wesley Service if you choose to do so.

1. Turn on your TV and click the “Home Button” on your television which should take you directly to your main
home screen on your Television. (your home button should have a house icon on it)
2. Select the YouTube app on your TV. Look for the red-and-white YouTube icon with a white triangle on your TV's
or gaming console's app screen. Opening the app will bring you to a Sign In screen. If you don't already have the
app, you'll have to download it from your TV's app store.
3. Sign into YouTube. This allows you to access your favorite videos, save new favorites, and more. To sign in, use
one of the three options on the screen (they may vary by device):
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a. Select Sign in with your mobile device to use the YouTube app on your phone or tablet to sign in. You'll
need to use your phone or tablet that has the YouTube app installed, and it'll need to be connected to
the same Wi-Fi network as your TV or console. Once selected, open the YouTube app on your phone or
tablet and follow the on-screen instructions to sign in.
b. Select Sign in on your TV to use the on-screen keyboard to log in with your Google account.
c. Select Sign in with a web browser to use a browser on any computer, phone, or tablet connected to
the same Wi-Fi network as your TV. Once selected, go to https://youtube.com/activate in your web
browser and enter the code displayed on the TV to confirm.
4. Start watching videos. Now that you're signed in, use your smart TV's remote control to select or search for the
Wesley Service and watch the service through your Smart TV.. You can use the same remote control to pause
and skip around, as well to browse additional videos.

Grad Student Book Study

Grad students, postdocs, and young professionals meet every Tuesday at 7:30pm on Zoom to make connections with
others across disciplines and to engage in great conversation around our book study. In the past, we have also explored
favorite places to eat, enjoyed celebrating special events, and done service projects together – which we hope to start
doing again soon! Questions? Email Meg Cole (gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

Spring ESL Class & International Coffeehouse

Our class meets on Zoom from 3pm to 4pm each Friday, followed by a
gathering of friends in the Virtual Etc. Coffeehouse (Zoom) from 5 to 6pm.
American and international students, visiting scholars, family, community
members, and friends from all over the world are invited to join us as we
practice English, make new friends, and learn about each other’s cultures!
Last semester we shared company with folks living in China, Argentina, &
Ecuador, as well as many others who are currently physically on campus or
elsewhere in the United States.

In Your Image: A Queer Space

If you identify as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community, this group is for
you! Join other young adult Queer folx to discuss matters of LGBTQIA+
humans as they relate to being part of a faith community. Come for support,
conversation, or to meet new friends like you in this safe, affirming space.
What happens at Queer Space, stays at Queer Space! Email Liz Martin,
Campus Ministry Assistant, (Lmartin@wesleyui.org) if you have any questions
or you’d like to join.
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Campus Ministry Calendar
*Check the Wesley Weekly and the Student Center
Website for more small groups to start in February*
- Freshman LYFT Group
- Social Justice Bible Study
Tuesday, February 2, 7:30pm, Zoom (and every
Tuesday)
Grad Student Theologically Progressive Book Study Make connections with others across disciplines and
share great conversation around books. Questions?
Email Meg Cole (gradstudy@wesleyui.org).
Thursday, February 4, 8 to 9pm Zoom (and every
Thursday)
In Your Image: A Queer Space – If you identify as a
member of the LGBTQIA+ community, this group is for
you! Join other young adult Queer folx to discuss
matters of LGBTQIA+ as they relate to being part of a
faith community. Come for support, conversation, or to
meet new friends like you in this safe, affirming space.
Email Liz Martin, Campus Ministry Assistant,
(Lmartin@wesleyui.org) if you have any questions or
you’d like to join!
Friday, February 5, 3 to 4pm, Zoom (and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced
students as we practice English and learn about
American culture.

Friday, February 5, 5 to 6pm, Zoom (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic
students, along with visiting scholars, community
members, and friends around the world are invited to
join us for coffee and conversation as we practice
English, make new friends & learn about each other's
cultures.
Sunday, February 7, 9:30am & 11:15am, Online (and
every Sunday)
Traditional worship service available for viewing
through the website (wesleyui.org) or YouTube and
contemporary worship service live on Zoom or
Facebook.
Sunday, February 7, 5 to 9pm , Zoom
Super Bowl Party - Join us for food and fun as we enjoy
watching the best commercials of the year (along with a
football game) and cheer
on our favorites! BYO
snacks and share your
favorite chili recipes
while you lounge in the
comfort of your own
home.
Wednesday, February 17, 7pm, Zoom
Ash Wednesday Service - Join us for a quiet and
reflective service as we begin the observance of the
season of Lent.

Announcements
Sympathy’s
Sympathy to Judith
Staley, brother Bernard,
and family at the death
of his wife, Peggy, on Monday, January 25yh at the age
of 77. She lived in Lake St. Louis, MO.

We Welcome
Paul Cameron Kruze
Paul Cameron Kruze, son of
Kristina Herriott Kruse and
Cameron Kruse, made an
early arrival on Christmas
Eve at 9:25pm, weighing 6lbs 8oz, and measuring 19 1/2
inches long!
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Finding new ways to help at Parkland College
In the Fall semester, the Parkland faculty began hearing the
phrase, “I haven’t eaten yet today,” from an increasing
number of students. Many of the non-traditional students at
Parkland are fitting classes in their day along with work and
family obligations. Skipping meals not only zaps your energy,
it can reduce your focus and motivation.
It became clear that these students needed a more
immediate solution than canned goods and frozen meat that
the pantry could provide. Wesley Food Pantry and the
Parkland Student Life & Wellness Center have identified a
number of places throughout campus where students can
grab a quick snack. Stocked with items such as nuts, granola
bars, cereal, and protein shakes, these grab and go locations
also provide information on when the pantry is open if more
help is needed.

Wesley Food Pantry is excited to be the recipient of
a $500 grant from Walmart Giving!
This donation will be used to offer our guests additional
choices and provide produce throughout the winter.
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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