November 2020

New Sermon Series for November
The Wesley clergy are offering a new sermon series for the
month of November based on resources from A Sanctified Art.
“RE-flecting on Your Life During the Pandemic” will help us
explore where God might be speaking a new narrative into the
limited stories we have told ourselves. This series will encourage
us to transform all our stewardship practices into fuller
expressions of who we are and what we believe. This stewardship
season, we invite you to re-flect on your life as we re-member,
re-lease, re-imagine, and re-store our stories so we can write the
one God is begging us to live into.

C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2020 Update
A heartfelt thanks to all those who gave generously to
support the 2020 C-U CROP Hunger Walk that started with a
Virtual Rally by Zoom and Facebook on October 4th. As of
October 22, Wesley members and friends have contributed
over $4,800 to the CWS/CROP Walk! At last count, our
Champaign-Urbana interfaith, interdenominational
community raised over $16,000 and we hope the final
figure will be closer to $25,000. One fourth of this money
will be distributed between Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Sola
Gratia Farm, Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern Illinois Foodbank. The remaining funds go to Church World
Service (CWS) to support global poverty relief efforts. Read more at
CROPHungerWalk.org/ChampaignIL/WesleyUI
Special thanks to our 10-member Wesley Walker Team, Helen and Bruce Berndt and the Berndt Bears family
team of walkers. Although we weren’t able to all walk together as an interfaith community this year,
everyone walked safely at their own time and place. Check out the photos on the CU.CROPWalk Facebook
page.
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According to a recent New York Times article, “In a matter of mere months, the coronavirus has wiped out
global gains that took two decades to achieve, leaving an estimated two billion people at risk of abject
poverty.” Locally, leaders of the four agencies that our CU CROP Walk supports say that the need for food and
meals has definitely increased because of the pandemic. So, this year our team walked for the people who are
feeling new hunger in our neighborhoods and the people spiraling into poverty around the world.
Together, walkers and donors made a significant contribution to provide hunger relief locally and globally in
the C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2020.

Artwork and Nativity Sets for the
Wesley Christmas Walk
This year Wesley United Methodist Church is planning a
Christmas Walk in the Wesley building. You are invited to
come visit the Watseka Lounge, Education Hallway, and
Sanctuary where unique Christmas displays, Christmas music,
and decorations can be experienced. Come enjoy the lighted
Chrismon tree, poinsettias, candles, nativity sets from around
the world and our own Wesley family artwork. We are
excited for this opportunity to safely celebrate the holidays
with our Wesley family through this special event. However, we need your help to make it possible.
We are looking for artists to help contribute their artwork to the Christmas Walk. If you want to contribute art
for the Christmas Walk please contact Doey Gordon by phone at (312) 590-9150 or by email atm
doeygordon@gmail.com. We are looking for artwork made by children through adults. We prefer works that
reflect the Bible story of the nativity – depictions of angels, Mary, Joseph, & the baby Jesus, shepherds, Magi,
Bethlehem, sheep, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, etc.
We do ask that the artwork presented be non-perishable. The artwork will be on loan to Wesley and returned
to you in January. We also look forward to receiving multiple types of artwork for the Christmas Walk. Feel
free to create drawings, paintings, quilts, modular ceiling art, stains glass art, etc. All artwork needs to be
submitted to Wesley no later than Monday, December 7, so there is time to arrange it in the Education wing
hallway.
We are also looking for nativity sets that you can loan to Wesley for use in Watseka Lounge. On loan nativity
sets will be identified with placards to inform viewers about the nativity set (country of origin, family donating
the set, or other interesting facts about it). All nativity sets will be returned to you in January. Please contact
John Spurgeon by phone at (847) 609-5253 or by email at jaspurgeon@aol.com Donations of nativity sets
must be made by Saturday, December 12, so there is time to arrange them in Watseka Lounge.
We look forward to seeing your nativity sets and pieces of art displayed from 2 to 8pm on Saturday and
Sunday, December 19 and 20, and Saturday and Sunday December 26 and 27. Reservations to attend the
Wesley Christmas Walk can be made by contacting Donna Giffen at (217) 377-8042 or by email
at donna@wesleyui.org.
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Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner
All students, visiting scholars, Wesley folks and friends are invited
to join us Friday, November 20, at 5pm, on Zoom, for a
Friendsgiving potluck dinner! We’ll gather to share a meal
(virtually) and celebrate friendship before the Thanksgiving break.
You are invited to make a dish that represents your
family/tradition/culture, and/or to bring the recipe for your dish
that can be shared online with the group. We look forward to
celebrating our global friendships with you!
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09
Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Passcode: 113540)

Check Out Our Podcasts!
Peer ministers and our campus ministry intern at
the Wesley Student Center have developed 3 new podcasts, so
check these out! "Midweek Mic" is a worship podcast featuring
music and a brief devotion, "Surviving & Thriving" is an
exploration of how students are finding their way through the
pandemic, and “Breakfast Benediction” is a short-form podcast
that provides a quick blessing as you start your day. New
episodes are released each week and are available on our
website (https://www.uiucwesley.org/podcast), as well as
through various popular podcast directories. Happy listening!

Small Groups for Students and Young Adults/Alums
The Wesley Student Center is offering several online groups during the fall semester and we welcome all
students, young adults, and recent grads to join us! Groups meet weekly and are a way for folx to connect
with others, explore faith, find support, and share experiences as we navigate our way through this unusual
semester. If you’re interested in joining a group, contact our campus minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org)
for more information, or find these groups & sign up on our website (uiucwesley.org).
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Wesley Antiracism Book Club for Students
and Young Adults
We’re currently reading and discussing Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and Become a
Good Ancestor, by Layla Saad. Join us anytime as we seek to
identify our prejudices, fight racism, and be the change we
want to see in our communities. For questions or more info,
email Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org).

Grad Student Progressive Theology Reading Group
Grad students, postdocs, and young adults/alums are invited
to join us online as we read & discuss Austin Channing
Brown’s I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for
Whiteness. It’s a great way to meet others across disciplines,
make new connections, and enjoy engaging conversation
about the books we’re reading. For the Zoom link or
questions, email Meg Cole (gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 11am to read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand vocabulary, and explore the challenges
of the English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Passcode: 347562).

ESL Class Meeting On Zoom
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for beginning through advanced students every Friday from 34pm on Zoom. We invite international students, visiting scholars, family members, and community friends to
join us as we practice English, meet new people, and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our
campus minister Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more information.
.(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5292 6426; Passcode: 836757).

International Coffeehouse Online
American & international students, visiting scholars, Wesley members & community friends are welcome to
join us for an hour of conversation and connecting with new friends each Friday on Zoom from 5-6pm. Bring
your own coffee/tea to enjoy as we catch up from our week, practice English, meet new people, and celebrate
our various cultures. Find additional info about our schedule on the Etc. Coffeehouse Facebook page. We look
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forward to seeing you as we gather the world around our virtual table!
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09
Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Password: 113540)

Campus Ministry Calendar
Zoom links are available on our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center and Etc. Coffeehouse) and through
our website at uiucwesley.org. For questions or more information, email our campus minister, Rev. Julie
Dowler (jdowler@wesleyui.org).
**The Wesley Student Center will not host events during the U of I fall break, Nov. 23-27.

Sunday, November 1, 9:30am & 11:15am
(and every Sunday)
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship services
(9:30am prerecorded and 11:15am live on Zoom).
4pm to 5pm (and every Sunday)
Social Justice Bible Study – Want to put your faith into action, but not quite sure how? Join us as we connect
with new friends, read the stories of Genesis, and talk about what these biblical writings teach us today. All
students are welcome! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eafa729a5f58-social
Monday, November 2, 5 to 6pm (and every Monday)
Monday Meditation Small Group – Feeling stressed? Anxious about the pressures of academic life? Take a
deep breath, make space in your calendar, and join us to find more peace and balance through mediation and
mindfulness practices. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eafa729a5f58-theawakened
Tuesday, November 3, 11am to 12pm (and every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) on Zoom – International students and visiting
scholars are invited to join us as we read and discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, and
expand vocabulary. Questions? Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09 Meeting ID: 604 749
842; Password: 347562)

7:30pm to 9pm (and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading
Group - Make connections with others across
disciplines and share great conversation around
our book study. Questions? Email Meg at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Wednesday, November 4, 8pm to 9pm
(and every Wednesday)
Wesley Antiracism Book Club on Zoom – Join us as
we discuss Layla Saad’s book, Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World,
and Become a Good Ancestor. Questions? Email Liz
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at lmartin@wesleyui.org, or sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eafa729
a5f58-antiracism.
Thursday, November 5, 5:00pm to 7pm, Wesley
Parking Lot (and every Thursday)
Wesley Food Pantry – We all need assistance from
time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or
someone you know that needs food. Students just
need to bring a photo/student I.D.

8pm to 9pm (and every Thursday)
In Your Image: A Queer Space - This group
welcomes all who identify as queer or LGBTQIA+,
friends/allies, and any others looking for a spiritual
community to call home. Connect with new
friends, engage in supportive conversation, and
explore questions of faith that are important to
you. Come as you are or as you want to be – you
are truly and fully welcome at Wesley!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eafa729
a5f58-queer

Friday, November 6, 3:00pm to 4pm
(and every Friday)
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we practice English,
build conversation skills, and learn about American
culture, traditions, and history.
5:00pm to 6pm (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International
& domestic students, visiting scholars and
community friends are invited to join us as we
practice English, meet new people, & celebrate our
various cultures.
Friday, Nov. 20, 5pm, Etc. Coffeehouse
Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner – Students,
international friends, and Wesley folks are invited
to join us for a potluck dinner on Zoom before
Thanksgiving break. Please make a dish from your
family/culture/tradition and/or bring the recipe to
share as we gather to celebrate friendship!
Nov. 23 – 27 U of I Thanksgiving Break
Happy Thanksgiving! Enjoy your break!

Announcements:
The Disciplines
We will be ordering the Upper Room Daily Devotional books for 2021, The Disciplines, soon. If you would like one please
let Donna Giffen know at 217-729-7612 or donna@wesleyui.org. The cost is $12.00 each.

Sympathy
To Susan and Mike Haney at the death of Susan’s father, George Torrance, on Saturday, September 26, 2020,
at the age of 88. He lived in Biggsville, IL.

Thank you from your Clergy Team
Your Clergy team thanks you for all the supportive and encouraging cards, letters, and gifts during Pastor
Appreciation month. We pray for you all and give thanks to God that we are in ministry together at Wesley.
Sincerely,
Pastors Dan, Julie, and Deborah
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young |Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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