September 2020

pg. 1

Save the Date: Virtual CU CROP Hunger Walk
2020 Kicks Off Sunday, October 4th
Last year, Church World Service (CWS) marked the 50th
anniversary of the first CROP Walk for Hunger Relief in
1969. Wesley UMC Walkers raised over $7800 and the
CU Interfaith community raised a total of $27,650 in
2019 to support hunger relief locally and globally. This
year, because of COVID-19, the CU CROP Hunger Walk
will be held as a Virtual walk, kicking off via Zoom on
Sunday, October 4th at 1:30. Also because of COVID19, the need for hunger relief locally and globally is
greater than ever. Many families have lost jobs, health coverage, and income during the pandemic and they
must turn to resources like Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Sola Gratia Farm, Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern Illinois
Foodbank for help. The funds we raise through the CU CROP Hunger Walk support these four agencies as well
as the efforts of CWS to provide hunger relief around the world.Please register online to join the Wesley
Walker team or make a donation online at crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/wesleyui. For more information,
contact Wesley Walker team leader Dee Breeding at deebreeding76@gmail.com.

Serve as a Mentor This Fall!
The fall academic semester brings new challenges to students as they pursue their academic and professional
goals. One difficulty resulting from the pandemic is a loss/lack of internships and networking opportunities for
students, which are often very important to developing their future career possibilities. The Wesley Student
Center invites Wesley members, friends, and alumni to serve as a mentor to one of our students for the fall
semester to help bridge this gap during this global crisis. Students will be matched as closely as possible to
someone who works/has worked in the area they are studying. What are the expectations? Commit to
contacting your student once a week (though perfect compliance is NOT an expectation! Just contact them
most weeks.) – through a short email, text, phone call, or Zoom chat – to check in, ask how their classes are
going, share information about your field, and offer ideas as they share what they’d like to pursue. We
especially would love to have recent
alums get involved!
We believe this mentoring will offer vital
support and encouragement to students
as they navigate these difficult times.
Will you help? For questions, more
information, or to sign up, please
contact Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org), or call our
campus ministry phone (217-848-3948)
by Friday, September 11. Thank you!
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New Website Has Launched!
The Wesley Student Center is excited to announce the launch of a new
website for students, visiting scholars, young adults, and the campus
community - we hope you'll check us out! Just head to
www.uiucwesley.org to find information about small groups, upcoming
events, ways to get involved, opportunities to explore your faith, and
much more! You can also sign up there to receive our revamped weekly
student e-newsletter, or feel free to send your email address to our campus minister, Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) to add your name to the list. Looking for something on the website, but not finding it?
It's still a work in progress, but we welcome your feedback, so let us know what you think.

New Small Groups Coming Soon!
The Wesley Student Center will offer several online small LIFT groups (Living In Faith Together) this fall for
students. Groups will meet weekly and will be a way for students to connect with others, explore faith, find
support, and share experiences as we find our way through the semester. Some groups will have a particular
focus (freshmen, LGBTQIA+ students, progressive Bible study), while others will be more general and open to
anyone. If you’re interested in joining a group, please contact our campus minister, Julie, at
jdowler@wesleyui.org by Sept. 11.

Students – Sign Up Now for a Mentor!
We know these are unusual times for you as you pursue your academic and professional goals. One difficulty
resulting from the pandemic is a loss/lack of internships and networking opportunities, which are often critical
to developing your future career possibilities. The Wesley Student Center invites undergrad and graduate
students to request a mentor for the fall semester who will contact you once a week through a brief text,
email, phone call, or Zoom chat – whatever works best for you! We will try to match you with someone who
works in your field of study, but that will depend on the requests made and mentors available.

Mentors will be ready to share about their work, options in their field, suggested ways to network, and will
look forward to hearing how your classes are going and what you’re learning. For questions, more
information, or to sign up, please contact our campus minister, Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org), or call our
campus ministry phone (217-848-3948) by Friday, September 11.
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Wesley Antiracism Book Club
for Students and Young Adults
The Wesley Student Center Anti-Racism Book Club
will start its next book Wednesday, September 9, at
7pm, on Zoom as we read Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World,
and Become a Good Ancestor, by Layla Saad. We
welcome all students, visiting scholars, and young
adults as we engage in conversation about how we
can identify our prejudices, fight racism, and be the
change we want to see in our communities. To get
the Zoom link or for questions, email our campus
ministry assistant and group leader,
Liz
Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org).

Grad Student Progressive
Theology Reading Group
Grad students, postdocs,
spouses/partners, and young professionals
are invited to join us online each Tuesday
at 7:30 p.m., as we discuss Austin
Channing Brown’s I’m Still Here: Black
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. It’s
a great way to meet others across various
disciplines, make new connections, and
enjoy engaging conversation around books
the group chooses. For the Zoom link or
questions, email Meg at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Friday with Friends Lunch with Special Guests
Students, visiting scholars, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each week for our
online Friday with Friends Lunch!
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83374296570?pwd=MC8vSWIzYUdaaTlDRG1DWmpWV0EvZz09 Meeting ID: 833
7429 6570; Passcode: 475267) Gather with friends, new and old, between 12-1pm every Friday as we catch up
from the week, learn a new hobby, or hear from guest speakers about topics that impact our well-being and
our world. Bring your own lunch and join the conversation… it’s a great way to celebrate the end of your
week!
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International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 11am
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09 Meeting ID: 604 749
842; Password: 347562) to read and discuss newspaper articles, improve English pronunciation, expand
vocabulary, and explore the challenges of the English language. Questions? Email Dave Mies at
dwmies@gmail.com.

ESL Class Meeting On Zoom
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for beginning through advanced students every Friday from 34pm on Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82152926426?pwd=NHowRTNhNXNpYVNSTERoS1J2R2UyUT09
Meeting ID: 821 5292 6426; Passcode: 836757). We invite international students, visiting scholars, family
members, and community folks to join us as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about American
culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more information.

International Coffeehouse Online
Everyone is invited to join us for an hour of conversation and connecting with friends each Friday on Zoom
from 5-6pm (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09 Meeting
ID: 233 849 063; Password: 113540). Bring your own coffee/tea and snacks and join us as we catch up from
our week, practice English, meet new people, and celebrate our various cultures. Find additional information
about our schedule on the Etc. Coffeehouse Facebook page. We look forward to seeing you as we gather the
world around our virtual table!

Campus Ministry Calendar – September 2020
Zoom links are available through our student e-newsletter or through our website (uiucwesley.org). Follow
us on our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center, Wesley Grad Students, and Etc. Coffeehouse) to learn
more, or email our campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler, at jdowler@wesleyui.org.
Tuesday, September 1, 11am to 12pm
(every Tuesday)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom – International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English
pronunciation, and expand vocabulary. Questions?
Email Dave Mies at dwmies@gmail.com.
7:30 p.m. (every Tuesday)
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading
Group - Make connections with others across

disciplines and share great conversation around
our book study. Questions? Email Meg at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Thursday, September 3, 5pm to 7pm, Wesley
Parking Lot (every Thursday)
Wesley Food Pantry – We all need assistance from
time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or
someone you know that needs food. Students just
need to bring a photo/student I.D.
Friday, September 4, 12pm to 1pm (every Friday)
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Friday with Friends Lunch on Zoom – Join us online
as we gather with friends to catch up from the
week, explore a new hobby, or learn from a guest
speaker. Bring your own lunch and let’s celebrate
the end of the week & the start of your weekend!
3pm to 4pm (every Friday)
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we practice English,
build conversation skills, and learn about American
culture, traditions, and history.
5pm to 6pm (every Friday)
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International
& domestic students, along with visiting scholars
and community friends, are invited to join us as we
practice English, meet new people, enjoy special
presentations, & celebrate our various cultures.

Sunday, September 6, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
(every Sunday)
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship
services (9:30am prerecorded and 11:15am live on
Zoom).
Wednesday, September 9, 7pm to 8pm
(every Wednesday)
Wesley Antiracism Book Club on Zoom – Join us as
we discuss Layla Saad’s book, Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World,
and Become a Good Ancestor. Questions? Email Liz
at lmartin@wesleyui.org.

Wesley Education News
YOUTH GROUP for middle & high school students will meet the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the month starting
September 20th on Zoom from 4:30-5:30 PM
SUNDAY SCHOOL for pre-K through 5th grade students will meet every Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 AM
on Zoom
There will be NO YOUTH GROUP or SUNDAY SCHOOL on September 6th for Labor Day
Calling musicians of all ages!
We'd like to see more of you during our live Zoom service on Sunday mornings, so if you'd like to record a
contemporary song to be played during worship, either on your own device or at Wesley, contact Liz Martin
(LMartin@wesleyui.org) to work out the details. We're building a library of our own music videos so we can
enjoy worship with many members of our talented Wesley family leading us in song!

Announcements:
Save the Date: Wesley Fall Seminar- America: Pulling Apart or Coming Together?
Join us online via Zoom and Facebook Live on September 27 at 2pm as we hear from various presenters covering
topics of racism, police brutality, media bias, civil and public discourse and many other topics. These topics and
many more will be presented by Chancellor Jones, Director Michael Schlosser, Professor Brant Houston,
Professor Ned O’ Gorman, and Professor Jennifer Robbennolt. Following the presentations their will be a
25 minute Q&A session. Zoom link info will be provided at a later date via the Wesley Weekly and our
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Wesley United Methodist Church Facebook Page. We look forward to having you with us online for this
event.
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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