August 2020

Small Group Worship to be Explored
The Church Council met on Tuesday, July 21st and agreed to form a team to explore small group worship.
Pastor Dan and John Gutzmer are inviting all interested people who would like to see an in-person, on-site
worship service developed at Wesley to be part of this team. Please contact Pastor Dan
(dkingcrede@wesleyui.org) to be part of this idea sharing, brainstorming team as we look at how a different
type of worship could be done during the pandemic.

New Book Study on Discussing Race
Wesley is offering a book study on Ijeoma Olou's So You Want to Talk About
Race, a book that explores issues of intersectionality, white supremacy, "model
minorities," affirmative action, and the awkward and honest conversations we
need to be having about race, prejudice, and bias. You do not need to have
read the book to participate, though discussion will focus on Olou's
text. Discussions will consider why we talk about race the way we do and how
we might more thoughtfully and honestly discuss race moving forward. The
first session will meet on Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Please
contact Kara Whiteley (karawhiteley@gmail.com) if you would like to
participate.

Meet Sally Mundy, Financial Operations Manager
Sally Mundy was hired on as our Financial Operations Manager about 4 months
ago shortly after the pandemic started. Sally is no stranger to the ChampaignUrbana area, from 2000 to 2005 she attended the University of Illinois and
received a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science. Over the course of the next 10
years Sally spent time taking multiple accounting courses and after receiving that
degree, Sally moved out to California and worked in the San Francisco area for 5
years as a Controller for different media companies, assisting those companies
by controlling finances and making financial decisions. Soon after, Sally moved to
the other side of the United States - New York, once again taking more courses in
finance and assisting as a Controller for media companies within that area.
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Over the past few years Sally made the decision to move back to the Champaign-Urbana area. She and her
partner purchased a “fixer upper” home and have used that as a project to keep them active in their free time.
When asked why she was interested in working for Wesley, Sally expressed her positive memories she had of
Wesley and the community work they had done back when she was attending college. Sally has loved the
people and staff at Wesley during her first four months of working and cannot wait to meet the other people
within the Wesley Community, once the pandemic passes. If you have any questions about giving or would like
to speak to Sally feel free to contact her direct (217-729-7617 or smundy@wesleyui.org).

Quad Day Volunteers Needed
Sunday, August 23rd, from 1pm to 4pm is Quad Day at UIUC! Wesley will
have several tables representing the Student Center, Wesley UMC,
Wesley Food Pantry, Illini Fighting Hunger, and the Etc. Coffeehouse at
our own “Mini Quad Day” on the corner of Green & Goodwin (set
appropriately at a safe distance!). We need student and church
volunteers to help set up, welcome students, and share about our
church, student center, and organizations. Please let Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) or Pastor Deborah (dkang@wesleyui.org) know
if you’d like to help. Thank you!

International Reading Group
The International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL learners) meets on Zoom every Tuesday at 11am to read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English diction, and expand vocabulary. Questions? Email Dave Mies
(dwmies@gmail.com).

Grad Student Gathering
Grad students and young adults are invited to join us online Tuesday, August 25, at
7:30pm, as we kick off the fall semester! This group gathers each week for engaging
conversation around books the group chooses to read. Questions? Email Meg Cole
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
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Friday with Friends Lunches Begin August 28!
Students, visiting scholars, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each week for our
online Friday with Friends Lunch! Gather with friends, new and old, between 12pm and 1pm as we catch up
from the week, perhaps learn a new hobby, or hear from guest speakers about topics that impact our wellbeing and our world. Bring your own lunch and join the conversation… it’s a great way to celebrate the end of
the week!

ESL Class & International Coffeehouse Resume August 28!
We look forward to beginning the fall session of our ESL class and International Coffeehouse Friday, August
30! We invite international & domestic students, visiting scholars, Wesley members & community friends to
join us for these weekly online events as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about one another’s
cultures. The class meets from 3pm to 4pm on Zoom, followed by our International Coffeehouse from 5pm to
6pm We’ll share stories, learn about each other’s cultures, and make friends from around the world!

Campus Ministry Calendar
Campus Ministry Calendar – August 2020
All Zoom links can be found on our Wesley
Student Center, Wesley Grad Students, and Etc.
Coffeehouse Facebook pages, and by emailing our
campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org)
Sunday, August 2, 9:30am & 11:15am
(and every Sunday)
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship
services (prerecorded and live on Zoom).
Tuesday, August 4, 11am to 12pm
(through August 19)
International Reading Group (for Advanced ESL
learners) on Zoom – International students and
visiting scholars are invited to join us as we read
and discuss newspaper articles, improve English
diction, and expand vocabulary.

Wednesday, August 5, 11am to 12pm
(and every Wednesday)
International Book Club on Zoom – We’re reading
Johnny Tremain and discussing a chapter each
week as we explore this fictional work set during
the American Revolutionary War.
7am to 8pm (and every
Wednesday)
Wesley Antiracism Book Club
on Zoom – Join us as we read
Ibram Kendi’s book, How to
Be an Antiracist. We’ll engage
in meaningful conversation
around race, justice, and how
to be anti-racist.

Thursday, August 6, 5pm to 7pm, Wesley Parking
Lot (and every Thursday)
Wesley Food Pantry – We all need assistance from
time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or
someone you know that is food insecure. Students
just need to bring your student I.D.
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Tuesday, August 11, 7:30pm
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading
Group - Make connections with others across
disciplines and share great conversation around
our book study. Questions? Email Meg Cole at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Sunday, August 23, 1pm to 4pm
Quad Day on the Corner - Wesley will have tables
representing the Student Center, Food Pantry, Etc.
Coffeehouse, Illini Fighting Hunger, and Wesley
Church at the Etc. corner (corner of Green &
Goodwin), so sign up to help us share info about
our community or come find us to say hello and
pick up some Wesley swag!
August 26 - 30 and September 2 - 6, various times
Welcome Weeks at Wesley – Check our website
(uiucwesley.org and wesleyui.org) and Facebook
pages (Wesley Student Center, Wesley Grad
Students, and Etc. Coffeehouse) for information
about the weekly events!

Tuesday, August 25, 7:30 p.m.
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online
Gathering - Graduate students and postdocs from
all disciplines and young adults are invited to join
us as we kick off the fall semester and our book
study group. Questions? Email Meg Cole at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Friday, August 28, 12pm to 1pm
Friday with Friends Lunch on Zoom – Join us online
as we gather with friends to catch up from the
week, perhaps explore a new hobby, or learn from
a guest speaker. Bring your own lunch and let’s
celebrate the end of the week & the start of your
weekend!
3pm to 4pm
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we practice English,
build conversation skills, and learn about American
culture, traditions, and history.
5pm to 6pm
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International
& domestic students, along with visiting scholars
and community members, are invited to join us as
we practice English, make new friends & learn
about each other's cultures.
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Wesley Education News

Virtual VBS is Coming!

Virtual VBS “Knights of North Castle” will be Zooming into your house on Friday, August 7 - Sunday, August 9!
Children and youth of all ages should contact Liz Martin (Lmartin@wesleyui.org) if you’d like to be involved!

____________________________________________________________________________

Announcements
Sympathy to Wesley
Members, Janet de Jong
and family, at the death of
her husband, David Alan
de Jong, on Thursday, July
2nd, at the age of
67. David’s brother, Bob,
and wife, Marilyn de Jong,
attend Wesley.

Congratulations!
to Wesley Members, Christine Hedlin and Michael
Drummond, who were married on Sunday,
June 28. Their current address is:
325 Boeing Dr., New Lenox, IL 60451

Sympathy to David and Sharron Mies at the death
of David’s sister, Ellen Mies Woods, on Thursday,
July 2nd at the age of 74. She lived in rural
Taylorville, IL. As an undergraduate at the U of I,
Ellen was a member of the Wesley Choir.
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Meet our student A-Team!
The number of U of I students who are available
to help at food pantry distributions typically
drops drastically over the summer.. But, this
year, we have had a team of very dedicated
graduate and about-to-be graduate students
that were in town. We’ve begun calling this
group our “A-Team” because they are so willing
and able to jump into any task needed. From our
main intake and Spanish translator to truck
unloading and garden harvesting, this group
does it all.
At the end of July, we had to say goodbye to Geri
Lyu who will be starting med school at St. Louis
University in August. Geri came along to help one Thursday back in May with her roommate, Yang, and has
been our go-to heavy lifter ever since. They all promised they were smiling in this photo!

____________________________________
THANK YOU to the Universal Unitarian Church of
Urbana-Champaign. Wesley Food Pantry is the recipient of
their Social Action Offering for the month of July. Dawn Longfellow, Pantry Director, was invited to participate
in their July 5th online service to talk about the work the pantry has been doing for the C-U Community.
One goal of the Wesley Food Pantry is to introduce new nutritional recipes for our pantry visitors. We were
excited when pantry volunteer Brian McDermott brought purslane from his garden for our guests and
volunteers to try. This “weedy” garden herb is high in omega-3 fatty acids, Vitamin A and C, calcium, iron,
magnesium, potassium and antioxidants! It really packs a nutritional punch. Purslane can be added to salads
or used as a topping on sandwiches or tacos.
Another unusual garden ingredient we encourage our guests to try is carrot tops. Our weekly harvested
garden carrots come along with ample greens attached. The tops can be used in a salad or sautéed with other
greens as a side. Give this tasty variation on pesto a try:
Carrot top pesto
1-2 cups carrot tops
1⁄2 cup nuts (use what you have-almonds, walnuts, pecans, even pistachio) 1⁄2
cup parmesan cheese
1⁄2 cup olive oil
Salt & pepper to taste
Combine the first four ingredients in a food processor and pulse until a paste
forms. Slowly drizzle olive oil into processor while blending. Add salt and pepper
to taste. Serve over pasta or grilled vegetables. (TIP: if pesto is too thick, add
some pasta cooking liquid.)
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Finding Peace in an Anxious World
Edited by Erin James-Brown
August 13 – September 3
Thursdays, 7:30 – 8:30pm
Zoom Meeting
As a study group, we will explore four topics of the following.
Session 1 (8/13): God, Grant Me the Serenity
Session 2 (8/20): To Accept the Things I Cannot Change
Session 3 (8/27): Courage to Change the Things I Can
Session 4 (9/3): The Wisdom to Know the Difference
In addition to studying each of the topics together, spiritual practices through questions and
prayers will be presented.
Books can be purchased for $10 from (www.umwmissionresources.org) or the Kindle version
for $5.95 from (www.amazon.com)
If you have any questions, contact Rev. Deborah Jungmi Kang.
(dkang@wesleyui.org)

Everyone Is Welcome!
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed
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