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2020 University of Illinois Graduates 

 
 

  Wesley Litten 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  Jensen Rehn  
              

 

 

. Kenny Smallhorn 

 

 
 

May 2020 

Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance 
 
Future plans: Hopes to get involved in ministry, either musical ministry 
or church   leadership, and work the next year or two before going to 
seminary. 
 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
B.A. in History      
                           
Future plans: Attend law school at the University of Notre Dame. 
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Kenny Smallhorn Jr. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Shamini Hilda Smuvel Mani 
 
 
 

Jenn Hart 
 
 
 

 
Jenn Hart 
 
 
 
 

Steph Vukotic 

 
 
 
 Steph Vukotic 
 

Gies College of Business 
 
Master of Business Administration 
 
Future plans: Will be in Bloomington, IL, after graduation working in 
Healthcare IT.  
 

School of Social Work   
        
Bachelor of Social Work  
          
Future plans: Working in Champaign after graduation with plans to 
attend seminary within a year or two. 
 

Gies College of Business 
 
Master of Business Administration 
 
Future plans: Will be in Chicago after graduation working in process 
improvement in the insurance industry. 
 

School of Information Sciences  
 
MS in Information Management 
 
Future plans: Will remain in Champaign for now and continue to be 
part of the Wesley community until she secures a new job. 
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Benjamin Ujcich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Graduates from other universities 

 
            Kyle Fouke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                      Zella Walden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ph.D. in Computer Engineering 
 
Future plans: Will join the Department of Computer Science at 
Georgetown University as a tenure-track Assistant Professor starting in 
the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA,  
 
B.S. with honors in Geology 
 
Future plans: Will attend the University of Texas at Austin next fall to 
start a Ph.D. in marine geosciences, where he will study coral reef 
deposits in the Bahamas Islands. 
 

Berea College, Berea, KY 
 
B.S. in Agriculture and Natural Resources with a Biology minor 
 
Future plans: Will take a GAP year to work, then apply to grad school 
to pursue a masters in Agriculture Education. She intends to be a high 
school agriculture/biology teacher.  
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Nathan Wright 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Maggie Thomas 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Deborah Jungmi Kang 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wesley Food Pantry Graduating Seniors 
Nick Griffith 

Lance Madanguit 
Nneka Ukpaby 

Nnenna Ukpaby 

Knox College, Galesburg, IL 
 
B.A. in Environmental Science, and a B.S. in Biology 
 
Future plans: Will begin graduate school this fall at Baylor University, 
Waco, TX, to pursue a Ph.D. 
 

Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC 
 
Master of Theological Studies with a concentration and thesis in 
Pastoral Care 
 
Future plans: She and her husband, Zach, plan to move back this 
summer to work and continue their graduate studies in agriculture and 
social work at U of I.  “We're excited to be back closer to family, and 
can't wait to make CU home again!” 
 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL 
 
Doctor of Ministry in Preaching  
 
Current: Associate Pastor, Wesley United Methodist Church, Urbana 
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Help Us Celebrate our Graduates – Sunday, May 17! 
Wesley invites you to join our live Zoom worship service Sunday, May 17, as we celebrate our graduating 
students (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/505993773?pwd=RS94WGJTY0ZiV2hBa04wNFFJYWNYdz09 
Meeting ID: 505 993 773; Password: 889414). We encourage you to make signs, hang decorations, and blow 
up balloons for your Zoom background and help us make this a memorable day for our graduates. You may 
also share words of wisdom or a brief blessing for our grads during the closing benediction. Finally, bring your 
own sweet treat and we’ll share a time of fellowship together after the service. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
Susan Haney, Ikebana Artist                              
As we navigate this challenging time, perhaps you have noticed during the 
weekly traditional e-services the flower arrangements.  Usually those are 
present only on holidays or special Sundays.  These floral offerings are 
almost always provided by Susan Haney a local Ikebana Artist. 
Ikebana (ee kay bah nah) is the art of Japanese flower arranging.  It was 
introduced into Japan from China as Buddhist temple offerings.  While there 
are literally 1000’s of different schools of various sizes, one of the largest is 
Ikenobo (ee kay no bo).  Ikenobo, is one of the oldest of the schools, 
established early in the 7th century.  It has a written history that goes back to 
1412. 
Susan first encountered Ikenobo ikebana in a class at the University of 
Illinois.  Several years later, she had an opportunity to help start a study 
group here in Champaign-Urbana, where she was an officer and eventually a teacher.  The local study group 
opened the door to the world of Ikenobo — Visiting Professors from Japan, teacher-only workshops in San 
Francisco, study tours in Japan, and visits to other groups when the Headmaster, Sene’i Ikenobo, came to 
celebrate milestones with them.  By becoming a member of the Ikenobo school, it also offered opportunities 
to earn diplomas. 
Another avenue of study was the Ikenobo Central Training Institute in Kyoto, Japan. It is a four-year program 
for most, with opportunities afterwards for more intensive study in specialties.  If you are Japanese, you must 
complete four weeks of class (one in each season) within a year with top professors to progress to the next 
year.  If you are in the English class, you have those four weeks spread out over two years, which makes it an 
eight-year program.  Recently, Susan completed her “freshman” year.  As part of the final week, you must 
prepare an arrangement of your choice, exhibit it anonymously, have it judged and scored, and then stand 
next to it while top professors come by and critique it, often offering diametrically opposed views. Susan not 
only passed her final exam, but also won a Tachibana Award for being a top scorer. Susan is now a member of 
the first English-language class, comprised of participants from eleven countries.   
As we continue to socially distance ourselves, the plan is to continue to do a floral offering each Sunday which 
will celebrate life and the season, and which we hope will spark some joy in your life.  If you have beautiful, 
fun, or interesting materials in your garden which you would like to share on these Sundays, please contact 
Susan (217-356-2464, or susanhaney1@gmail.com). And once we are past this time, if you are interested in 
learning this beautiful and ancient art in person, please feel free to let Susan know.  She loves sharing her 
knowledge and teaching.  And if you can’t wait until then, she zooms and facetimes her knowledge with her 
students as well. 
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Scriptural Foundations Sunday School Class is Online      								
On Sundays at 1:30pm, the Scriptural Foundations Sunday School class will be meeting online via Zoom.  The 
book chosen for study is Richard J. Foster's Celebration of Discipline: The Pathway to Spiritual Growth.  Those 
interested in joining this study can send an email to Liz Martin (lmartin@wesleyui.org) to be sent information 
for joining the session.  The book is a classic spiritual growth study encouraging the reader to allow God to 
transform us through use of the individual and corporate faith disciplines such as meditation, prayer, fasting, 
solitude and more. 

Upcoming Campus Ministry Plans 
The Wesley Student Center is making plans to offer several gatherings, special events, and small groups during 
the summer, and is looking forward to connecting with students, new and old! Graduating high school seniors 
and college students at other institutions are welcome to join any of our groups and activities, so please 
share this information with students you know. To stay informed about what’s going on, check out our 
Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center, Etc. Coffeehouse, Wesley Grad Students) or sign up for student email 
updates (just send your name and email to Pastor Julie at jdowler@wesleyui.org). If you'd like to chat or need 
someone to listen, please contact Pastor Julie or our campus ministry assistant, Liz, through Facebook 
Messenger or email, or by texting/calling 217-848-3948. We are here for each other and look forward to 
sharing this summer together! 
 
Grad Student Group Begins New Study for Summer - Welcomes Others 
The Grad Student Progressive Theology Reading Group has chosen to read The Sacred Enneagram as their 
next book, and is inviting others to join the group for some summer reading! Undergrad and grad students, 
postdocs, young professionals and Wesley alumni are welcome to join in as we begin meeting every two 
weeks throughout the summer on Tuesdays at 7:30pm on Zoom (May 19, June 2 & 16, etc.). An accompanying 
workbook is also available for anyone who'd like to dig a little deeper. Questions about the group or how to 
connect? Email Meg Cole (gradstudy@wesleyui.org). 
 
Newspaper Reading Group and Book Study for Internationals Now Online 
Wesley is offering 2 groups to help our international friends continue to learn and practice English as we 
shelter in place. The first group meets Tuesdays at 11am on Zoom to read and discuss current "good news" 
articles (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/604749842?pwd=bHdkbnRKdzBMRERlZzdEaXExbmt5QT09 
Meeting ID: 604 749 842; Password: 347562). The second group, a book club, meets on Wednesdays at 11am, 
also on Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/662661635?pwd=dkZoK3lhVGFQb2RtVG02ay9ZRGJLUT09 
Meeting ID: 662 661 635; Password: 817822). We're reading Johnny Tremain (available online at Amazon.com 
and other eBook retailers) by Esther Forbes. For more information or questions, contact our campus minister, 
Julie. Everyone is welcome - We look forward to seeing and connecting with you soon! 
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ESL Class Meeting on Zoom 
The Wesley Student Center offers an ESL class for students every Friday from 3pm to 4pm on Zoom  
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/529113773?pwd=eVEvWHVuU0xRTitoR21LTFhvbGhOUT09 Meeting ID: 
529 113 773; Password: 649410). Our summer session beings June 5th and runs through the end of July. We 
invite international students, visiting scholars, family members, and friends to join us as we practice English, 
make new friends, and learn about American culture. Questions? Contact our campus minister Julie 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more information.  
 
International Coffeehouse Online 
The spring session of International Coffeehouse ended May 15, but the summer session will resume on Friday, 
June 5. Everyone is invited to join us for an hour of conversation and connecting with friends. Bring your own 
coffee/tea and snacks and join us as we catch up from our week and meet new people from around the world. 
Zoom link (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09 
Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Password: 113540). You can find additional information about our schedule on the 
Etc. Coffeehouse Facebook page. We look forward to gathering with you and the world around our virtual 
table! 

Campus Ministry Calendar 
 
Sunday, May 3, 9:30am & 11:15am (and 
every Sunday) 
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship 
services (prerecorded and live on Zoom). 
 
Tuesday, May 5, 11am (and every Tuesday) 
Newspaper Article Reading Group on Zoom – 
International students and visiting scholars are 
invited to join us as we read and discuss positive 
articles in today’s news. 
 
7:30pm (and May 19) 
Grad Student Progressive Theology Online Reading 
Group - Make connections with others across 
disciplines and share great conversation around 
books.  Questions? Email Meg Cole at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 
Wednesday, May 6, 11am (and every 
Wednesday) 
International Book Club on Zoom – We’re reading 
Johnny Tremain and discussing a chapter each 
week as we explore this fictional work set in 
around the American Revolutionary War.

Friday, May 1, 3pm (and every Friday) 
ESL Class on Zoom - We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we practice English 
and learn about American culture. 
 
5pm (and every Friday) 
International Coffeehouse on Zoom - International 
& domestic students, along with visiting scholars 
and community members, are invited to join us as 
we practice English, make new friends & learn 
about each other's cultures. 
 

Sunday, May 17, 11:15am 
Higher Ed Graduation Sunday – Graduating 
students, friends, and family members are invited 
to join us for our live Zoom service as we celebrate 
our grads and recognize their accomplishments. 
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Wesley Education News 
Youth Group is Online                                                                                                                                    
Attention Wesley Youth grades 5-12! The first Sunday of the month is fast approaching, and we will plan to 
“meet” at 7pm for Youth Group. Let’s chat about what YOU want your virtual Youth Group experience to look 
like during this challenging time and it is easier than ever to bring a friend! Families already receiving updates 
from Liz can expect a Zoom link for our meeting in an e-mail. Hope to see you Sunday evening! For the privacy 
and protection of our children and youth, these online opportunities will only be available by direct invitation 
and will NOT be recorded or posted anywhere public.                                                          
 
Remote Curriculum Resources Available                                 
If any adult Sunday School groups would like to meet using Zoom or another digital platform while we are 
unable to meet in person, you may contact Liz Martin for remote support with technology or curriculum 
resources. Cokesbury and other organizations are making many online study materials available for free for a 
limited time. If your Wesley Bible Study or Sunday School class is already meeting online, please let us know 
(lmartin@wesleyui.org) so that we can keep track of our church’s educational groups.   

 
Announcements

 
Congratulations! 

To Morgan Boes & Brian 
Manor who were married 
on Saturday, March 14, 
2020, at Christ Church 
Lutheran in Minneapolis. 
Their reception was at the 
Science Museum of 
Minnesota. Morgan is 
Wesley’s former handbell 
director and beloved 
student here at Wesley. 

 
 
Congratulations! 
To Matthew & Samantha 
Herriott for the birth of their 
daughter, Ava Marie, on 
Thursday, April 30th.  She 
weighed 8lbs, 2 oz. and is 20 
in. long. Her two big brothers 
are Lucas and Logan 
Herriott.  Her proud grandparents are Diana & 
Steve Herriott.  

 
Congratulations!  
To Lacie & Greg Damhorst on the birth of their 
daughter, Clara Laine Damhorst.  She was born on 
Friday, April 3rd and weighed 5 lbs. 15 oz. and 18.5 
inches long.   

 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
Join us on 
May 31st for our special 
Pentecost Sunday Pre-
Recorded 9:30am Service 
and our 11:15am Live 
Zoom Service 
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Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Liz Martin    
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Financial Operations Manager Sally Mundy  
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal  
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara Roy 
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian  Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young   
 
Sunday Services 
Traditional Service 9:30am 
Contemporary Service 11:15am 
 

 
 
 
 

Wesley Building Hours: Temporarily Closed 


