April 2020

Palm/Passion Sunday Online
This Sunday, April 5, join us online for a unique worship experience as we share together in our Palm/Passion
service and hear stories from various Holy Week witnesses. You can find our pre-recorded Traditional Service
on our YouTube page at 9:30am, or join us at 11:15am for a live stream of our Contemporary Service on Zoom
(Meeting ID: 505 993 773, Password: 889414). (You may
also call 312-626-6799 to join us by phone.) Both services
will be available on our Facebook page (Wesley United
Methodist Church at the University of Illinois) and our
Wesley website Media Page (wesleyui.org/media) by
Sunday afternoon. We look forward to sharing this most
holy of weeks in the Christian calendar together as we
journey with Jesus from the palms to the cross.

Holy Week at Wesley
April 5, Palm/Passion Sunday: pre-recorded service
available on YouTube; online worship at 11:15am
(Zoom)
April 9, Maundy Thursday Service, 6pm.: Come as
you are and join us online for a meaningful time of
sharing, fellowship, and worship around our virtual
table. We invite you to prepare a simple supper
(bread or other baked good, soup, fresh or dried
fruit, nuts, hard-boiled eggs, cheese, etc.) and
connect with others as we remember the last
supper and last night Jesus had with his disciples.
April 10, Good Friday Service, 7pm.: We invite you to view this pre-recorded service, with readings and music
from Wesley United Methodist Church and Jesus Love Korean Church Friday evening as we remember the last
words and events of Jesus' life.
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April 12, Easter Sunday, 9:30am and 11:15am: Celebrate the risen Lord of life and the triumph of hope in our
9:30am pre-recorded Traditional Worship Service or by joining us for our live 11:15 Contemporary Worship
Service on Zoom (Meeting ID: 505 993 773, Password: 889414, or by calling 312-626-6799.) We do plan to
hold an online form of communion. If you are able to feel free to go and get a wafer, cracker, or some form of
bread and a form of fruit juice or wine for the communion portion of the service.

Join Wesley Online for Lament
Join us online each Wednesday throughout April at
8pm, as we gather for the "Lament Together" online
service with The Many (found on their Facebook page –
The Many). We hosted this group at Wesley last
December, and many of us found healing and peace
through their music and worship. As we and our world
face many sorrows right now - anxiety, fear, uncertainty
and sadness - The Many offer an opportunity and space
for us to lament together each week. It’s a place where
we can cry out to God for ourselves and for our world,
remember that God hears and cares for us, lift up each
other through songs and prayers, and know that God is with us always. Everyone is welcome as we
acknowledge our shared loss and grief, find hope and comfort for these days, and experience a meaningful
time to support and encourage one another.

Reach Out to Care and Share
The “Shelter in Place” order has brought numerous changes, especially for some of our older Wesley members
and friends who miss seeing others in worship and coffee hour. We want to make sure these folks know how
much they are valued as part of our community by offering Wesley individuals and families the opportunity to
contact them by phone or snail mail. If you would like to reach out and connect with one or more of our folks
during this time and be part of our Wesley “Share Care” group, please email our parish nurse, Meg
Rauschenberger (mamarausch@gmail.com) or leave a message for her at 217-377-8042. Let Meg know how
many members (we suggest 1-3) you can commit to calling or writing once a week for the duration of the
Shelter in Place order.
This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out - by sending a short note, a
homemade card or artwork, or by simply calling to inquire how someone is
doing. Guidelines and suggestions will be provided for those who want
connect and “share care” with others. Do you have additional ideas for how
we can support each other during the pandemic? Feel free to share these with
Meg or any of our pastors. Together we can make a difference in our lives, the
lives of others, and for the world - thanks so much!
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Online Campus Ministry
With the closure of the physical U of I campus and the transition to online courses for the rest of the semester,
students are navigating numerous transitions and working to settle into a new normal. It's not easy! But you
are not alone. The Wesley Student Center is here for you as we journey together into uncharted territory.
If you want to chat or need someone to listen, please reach out to Pastor Julie or our campus ministry
assistant, Liz, through Facebook Messenger, through email (jdowler@wesleyui.org, lmartin@wesleyui.org),
and through text and calls (217-848-3948). To stay informed about what we're offering in the coming weeks,
check out our Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center, Etc. Coffeehouse, Wesley Grad Students) or sign up for
student email updates (just send your name and email to Pastor Julie).
Let's continue to remind ourselves, through our words and actions, that we are not alone, we are loved by
God, and not only is God with us, but God is calling us to extend God's grace, love, hope, and compassion to
ourselves, to each other, and to the world. So take good care of your beautiful selves and let us know how we
can help!!

Midweek Offers Connection for Students
All students are invited to join us each Wednesday at 7pm on Zoom
(https://zoom.us/j/717223561?pwd=VHF0S01yeDgrOVpTdTdnakhSbXh4dz09, Meeting ID: 717 223 561;
Password: 983429, or call 312-626-6799 for phone access) to check in with each other, share prayers and
concerns, and encourage one another through stories, poetry, reflection, and worship. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Grad Student Group Goes Live Online!
The Grad Student progressive theology reading group has made the transition to Zoom! Grad students,
postdocs, and young adult professionals are invited to join us online every Tuesday at 7:30pm for engaging
conversation and meaningful fellowship
(https://illinois.zoom.us/j/410197093?pwd=K01NVE1sVlVxZUdoTG5rM0ZFQnE3UT09, Meeting ID: 410 197
093; Password: 000245). We are currently reading One Coin Found: How God’s Love Stretches to the Margins,
by Emmy Kegler, so feel free to grab an e-copy of her book and join us! (You do not have to read the book,
however, to enjoy this group! Just join us!!) Questions? Email Meg Cole at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
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ESL Class to Continue Through Zoom
The Wesley Student Center continues to provide an ESL class for beginners through advanced students every
Friday from 3pm to 4pm on
Zoom (https://zoom.us/j/529113773?pwd=eVEvWHVuU0xRTitoR21LTFhvbGhOUT09, Meeting ID: 529 113
773; Password: 649410). We invite international students, visiting scholars, family members and friends to join
us as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about American culture.

International Coffeehouse to Gather Online
The International Coffeehouse will offer an hour of conversation every Friday from 5pm to 6pm on Zoom. We
invite everyone to bring your own coffee/tea, snacks, and join us as we catch up from our week and make new
friends from around the world. To join, go to
zoom.us/j/233849063?pwd=Q1d2SDJOa01JNmN2VmhTK2ZZK0FZdz09, Meeting ID: 233 849 063; Password:
113540, or call 312-626-6799 to join by phone. You can also find updated information about our schedule on
the Etc. Coffeehouse Facebook page. We look forward to gathering with the world around our virtual table!

Campus Ministry Calendar
Wednesday, April 1, (and every Wednesday) 7pm
on Zoom
Midweek Mic– Students gather to share
conversation, prayers, reflections, and more
around a particular theme. Everyone is welcome!
Friday, April 3, (and every Friday)
3pm to 4pm on Zoom
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice English, study
together, and learn about American culture.
Friday, April 3, (and every Friday)
5pm to 6pm on Zoom
International Coffeehouse - International &
domestic students, along with visiting scholars and
community members, are invited to join us for
conversation and connection as we practice
English, make new friends & learn about each
other's cultures. Bring your own coffee/tea and
snacks!

Sunday, April 5, (and every Sunday) 9:30am &
11:15am on YouTube and Zoom
Join us for the traditional service (pre-recorded) on
YouTube or for our contemporary service (on
Zoom) every Sunday at 11:15am.
Tuesday, April 7, (and every Tuesday)
7:30pm on Zoom
Grad Student Progressive Reading Group - Make
connections with others across disciplines and
share great conversation around books.
Questions? Email Meg Cole at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org

pg. 4

What is Wesley Food Pantry doing
to help during the COVID-19
Pandemic?
Wesley Food Pantry is committed to being a resource for the ChampaignUrbana community.
Weekly food distributions have continued through the many changes and
recommendations we are following to keep volunteers and those we serve as safe
as we can. The pantry began making process changes and taking precautions to
reduce touch points with our March 5 distribution. Our volunteers and shoppers
have been wonderfully cheerful and able to adapt to whatever new level of safety
we implement.
We are currently pre-packing boxes of food to be distributed drive-through style
during our regularly scheduled times. Packaging in advance allows us to maintain
social distancing for our volunteer packers, and to leave food packaging untouched
for three days. We have temporarily suspended Saturday distributions and the
Friday Wesley Cupboard.
Being food insecure involves so much more than a rumble of hunger in the belly. It
carries with it a lot of stress and worry - from parents thinking about how to make
limited dollars feed multiple children to elderly adults concerned about their
health. There is a lot of stress and worry to go around right now, we hope that
Wesley remains a consistent source of
food, smiles, and empathy that will
relieve some of that stress. We
anticipate that long after the shelterin-place order is lifted, we will continue
to see an increased demand and need
at our pantries.
Thank you to everyone who has helped
us in person, with donations, and
with prayers over the last month!

If you’d like to help
We are currently not using the SignUp Genius page to take volunteers
at this point. We are trying to
control the number of volunteers in
the building at any time to reduce
touch points and maintain social
distancing recommendations. We
have small group of five or less
coming to pre-package food boxes
and help with our drive-through
distributions. If you are interested in
being added to the pool of available
volunteers, please email
info@wesleypantry.org.

If you need help
Many of us are going to be in a
position to need help in the coming
months. By definition, food
insecurity is a lack of access to
adequate amounts of nutritious
food. Wesley Food Pantry is
available for anyone who finds
themselves with lack of access to
food at this time.

If you are self-isolating, quarantined
and need groceries, or a student in
need during the closure of the
Wesley Cupboard, please email
info@weselypantry.org or call 7297418 and leave a voice mail and we
will coordinate getting food to you.

Need a bit of positivity?
Greens will be growing in our
Wesley garden in a few
weeks! This sight is sure to
bring a smile if you need it.
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Lenten Offering – Spring 2020
Wesley’s Social Action Ministry team has selected two recipients for this year’s special Lenten Offering: Daily
Bread Soup Kitchen and UMCOR Disaster Relief for Puerto Rico.
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen is an all-volunteer-run, non-profit organization that feeds and assists the hungry in
Champaign-Urbana, regardless of race, religion or ethnicity. Daily Bread Soup Kitchen receives no government
funding and has no paid staff. They rely completely on funds from individuals, businesses and local grants, as
well as donated food from the C-U community.
Checking in with Daily Bread during the current COVID-19 crisis, we find that volunteers are continuing to
provide between 225-275 complete meals plus a sack lunch on a takeout basis every day. The need for these
meals may even grow as more people find themselves out of work.
Still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Maria in 2017, the people of Puerto Rico suffered from a
series of earthquakes in January and February. Leaders and staff of the Iglesia Metodista de Puerto Rico
(Methodist Church of Puerto Rico) and ReHace (Rebuilding Communities with Hope) report they are working
hard to assist those impacted, by addressing urgent needs, providing shelter, distributing supplies, and
conducting assessments and outreach. UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) has awarded a solidarity grant to help with
these initial response efforts. UMCOR’s partnership with these
agencies has already created a strong disaster response system
because of their work in recovery and rebuilding following
Hurricane Maria. Our Lenten offering donations to UMCOR U.S.
Disaster Response will help fund their relief efforts.
The Social Action Ministry team asks you to prayerfully consider
making a special offering this Lenten Season to support these two worthwhile organizations. Checks may be
made out to Wesley UMC and designated for the Lenten Offering.

Love Gift for Staff Member Bonnie Taylor
Wesley is extending a love gift for Bonnie Taylor. Bonnie will be exiting her role as the Wesley United
Methodist Church Accountant and we at Wesley would like to extend our upmost thanks to Bonnie for her
eight years of service to the Wesley church. Bonnie has provided a great
service and help to the church. Most recently Bonnie had assisted in the
planning and implementation of the fiber optic Wi-Fi connection at Wesley
and the updates made to the phone systems in the past month. To say thank
you to Bonnie we would like the people of Wesley to consider giving a love
gift offering to Bonnie as a way of saying thank you for all her work. We thank
Bonnie for her service and hope for the best in all her future endeavors.
You can give your love gift by check and send it to the church at 1203 West
Green St. Urbana, IL 61801 or you may click on the link here to give online. In
the dropdown menu be sure to pick the option "UMC Love Gift".
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Covid-19 Updates and Information
At this present moment with the Covid-19 pandemic still present in the State of Illinois we at Wesley have
made the decision to follow the instruction and direction of the Illinois Government for the foreseeable future
until the pandemic has passed. Currently, the Illinois Government has made the decision to have the “Stay at
Home Order” extend out to the end of April. Furthermore Wesley will be keep the building closed to the
general public for the time being until officially the “Stay at Home Order” has been lifted and when it is
deemed safe for us to congregate again. As unfortunate of a decision as this is we have made this decision to
further keep members of our Wesley community safe from the potential spread of the Covid-19 virus.
As such we will continue our online efforts to bring you live-streamed and pre-recorded services on Sundays.
Wesley Food Pantry will remain open and they are taking all the necessary safety precautions during this time.
Further church updates will continue and be relayed throughout this time. We will keep all our church
members and guests informed as this situation develops.

Wesley Education News
PreK-5 Sunday School is Live Online
PreK-5 Sunday School is LIVE via Zoom on Sunday mornings from 10:30am to 11:00am! If your family has not
received invitations to join & your child would like to hop online for Sunday School, contact Liz Martin
(LMartin@WesleyUI.org) for the link & meeting numbers.
For the privacy and protection of our children, these online opportunities will only be available by direct
invitation and will NOT be recorded or posted anywhere public.

Youth Group Moves Online
Attention Wesley Youth grades 5-12! The first Sunday of the month is fast approaching, and we will plan to
“meet” at 7pm for Youth Group. Let’s chat about what YOU want your virtual Youth Group experience to look
like during this challenging time and it is easier than ever to bring a friend! Families already receiving updates
from Liz can expect a Zoom link for our meeting in an e-mail. Hope to see you Sunday evening! For the privacy
and protection of our children and youth, these online opportunities will only be available by direct invitation
and will NOT be recorded or posted anywhere public.

Thank You for Making Trivia Night a Success!
A big shout-out to everyone who helped plan and/or
attended Trivia Night last month! We hope you had a
good time and are so glad we were able to gather in
the Great Hall for an evening of food & fun!!

pg. 7

Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Kerrith Livengood
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Coffee Hour 10:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours
Temporarily Closed
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