February 2020

Peace with Justice Sunday Coming Soon
Peace with Justice Sunday, organized by Wesley’s Social Action Ministry team, is
coming February 9. This year’s guest speaker will be Ricardo Diaz, chair of the
advisory board for the New American Welcome Center at the University Y and a
board member for the C-U Immigration Forum. He also serves on the board of
the Immigration Project, which provides immigrant legal services in downstate
Illinois.
Diaz works as an independent research consultant in fields that serve Latino
communities, leading efforts in positive youth development and language and
intercultural services, in both Champaign-Urbana and greater Philadelphia. Diaz
has also worked for the U. of I. Extension, developing outreach to Spanishspeaking communities.
Peace with Justice Sunday will be a combined service at 10:30am, followed by a finger-food potluck.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Students, Wesley folks, and community friends are invited to join us for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper,
February 25, from 6pm to 8pm, in the Etc. Coffeehouse. For just $5.00, you can enjoy pancakes with lots of delicious
toppings, along with great fellowship as we raise funds to support those who will work with Habitat for Humanity on the
Spring Break Mission Trip.

Ash Wednesday Service
Everyone is welcome to gather in Wesley’s Sanctuary for
a quiet and reflective service, led by our students on
Wednesday, February 26, at
7pm, with refreshments to follow in the Etc.
Coffeehouse. Invite your friends, neighbors, and coworkers to join us as we begin the observance of the
Lenten season together.
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Liz Martin Joins Wesley Staff as New Christian Education Director
and Campus Ministry Assistant
Liz Martin is thrilled to be joining the Wesley staff! Liz has been a member of Wesley
since she was in college, and has since received both bachelors and master degrees in
music education from the University of Illinois. She spent over a decade teaching vocal
music in Champaign public schools and also enjoys both performing in and directing
local community theatre productions. Liz is a part of the “Animate” Sunday School
class here at Wesley. She lives in Champaign with her cats, Pete and Lily.

Super (Chili) Bowl Party!
Students and Wesley friends are invited to join us Sunday,
February 2, from 5pm to 9pm, as we celebrate the best of
American football (the commercials, of course!) and enjoy a chili
bar with a choice of toppings! We’ll provide both meat and
vegetarian chili options, and ask that each person bring a snack
(chips, veggies, fruit, etc.), appetizer, or soft drink to share.
Bring your friends to watch the game or just hang out – we’ll see
you there!

Letters of Love and Life.
In honor of Valentine's Day, students and Wesley friends are invited to join us February 16 at 10:30am (in the Etc.
Coffeehouse) and 12:30pm (in the Great Hall) to write letters of support and hope to those working with marginalized
populations. Note cards and sample letters will be provided, so take a few minutes to reach out! We'll also write letters
on Thursday & Friday, February 13 & 14, in the Etc. Coffeehouse from 11am to 1pm, so stop in for a Valentine's treat
and help us share God's love with our brothers and sisters!

Grad Student Book Study
Grad students, postdocs, and young professionals meet every Tuesday at 8:30pm in the student lounge at Wesley to
make connections with others across disciplines and to engage in great conversation around our book study. We also
check out favorite places to eat, enjoy celebrating special events, and do service projects together. Questions? Email
Meg Cole at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
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Midweek Mic
Students are invited to join us for a different kind of Midweek
gathering each Wednesday, at 7pm, in the
Etc. Coffeehouse. “Midweek Mic” welcomes students who’d like
to share spoken word, music, poetry, etc., around a specific theme
each week.
We’ll enjoy a special signature treat each month and look forward
to hearing different perspectives as we explore issues of faith,
doubt, justice, courage, and more. A time of prayer and our regular
weekly communion will follow each week’s gathering. Everyone is
welcome, and we look forward to seeing you there!

Friday with Friends Lunch
Students, faculty, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each week for our Friday with
Friends Lunch. Gather with friends, new and old, in the Etc. Coffeehouse between 11am and 1:30pm for a
variety of soups, sandwiches, and other tasty treats. Bring a friend and come by for great food as we
celebrate getting through the week!
Spring ESL Class & International Coffeehouse
Our class meets in the conference room from 3pm to 4pm each Friday, followed by a gathering of friends in
the Etc. Coffeehouse from 4pm to 6pm American and international students, visiting scholars, family, and
community friends are invited to join us as we enjoy coffee and snacks, practice English, make new friends,
and learn about each other’s cultures! We’ll host a special Valentine’s Day party on February 14 at the
International Coffeehouse – we hope to see you there!

Campus Ministry Calendar
Sunday, February 2, 9:30am & 11:15am, Sanctuary & Great Hall (and Feb. 17, 24)
Traditional and Contemporary Sunday worship services
5pm-9pm, Etc. Coffeehouse and Watseka Lounge
Super (chili) Bowl Party - Join us for food and fun as we enjoy watching the best commercials of the year
(along with a football game) and cheer on our favorites! Bring an appetizer or drink to share and invite your
friends!
Tuesday, February 4, 8:30pm, Student Lounge (and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study - Make connections with others across disciplines and share great conversation
around books. Questions? Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, February 5, 7pm, Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Wednesday)
Midweek Mic– Students gather in the coffeehouse to share poetry, music, original spoken word creations,
etc., around a particular theme. Prayer and communion will follow the gathering for all that want to join us.
Everyone is welcome!
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Friday, February 7, 11am, Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a great way to celebrate the end of the
week & the start of your weekend!
3pm to 4pm, Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American culture.
4pm to 6pm, Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community members,
are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends & learn about each
other's cultures.
Sunday, February 9, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Peace with Justice Sunday – Join the Wesley community for this special combined worship service, followed by a potluck
meal and conversation in Watseka Lounge. Students, as always, you just need to bring your friends and your appetite!
Thursday, February 13, & Friday, February 14,
11am to 1pm, Etc. Coffeehouse
Letters of Love and Life – Stop by the Etc. Coffeehouse
to write a letter sharing encouragement and giving
support to those working with marginalized
populations.
Friday, February 14, 4pm to 6pm, Etc. Coffeehouse
Valentine’s Day Party – Join us for our weekly
International Coffeehouse as we celebrate Valentine’s
Day with games, prizes and special treats!

Tuesday, February 25, 6pm to 8pm, Etc. Coffeehouse
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Just $5.00 for
pancakes and all the toppings! Bring friends and join us
for this annual tradition in the coffeehouse as we
support the Spring Break Mission Trip to Mississippi!
Wednesday, February 26, 7pm, Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday Service at Midweek – Join us in the
Sanctuary for a quiet and reflective service as we begin
the observance of the season of Lent.
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Wesley Pantries are Golden
The
University of Illinois Extension has awarded both our
Evening and Parkland pantries Gold Level status for
commitment to a healthy food pantry, making Wesley one
of two pantries in Champaign- Urbana that have achieved
this status. The Illinois Nutrition Education Program through
the Extension works with Illinois pantries to suggest policy
and operational changes focused on the nutrition of food
being offered.
Wesley partnered with the Extension throughout the
summer to make improvements and create a healthy
“feel” to the pantry when guests walk in. The extension
provided new shelving, posters, shelf signs, and recipe
cards. Students from the School of Social Work helped
create a farmer’s market for kids to play with in our
resource room. And, we developed a nutrition policy to
address the kinds of food we seek to offer.
We were evaluated at the beginning and end of that
partnership to measure our progress. The result was a
jump from Bronze to Gold!

Thank you, Wesley kids
We love, having books available for our guests in our children’s resource
area. But board books are often well loved by their original owners and don’t
end up in the donation bin very often. We’re often asked if we have any
books for babies. Wesley families participating in the Hanging of the Greens
this past December donated board books to help make sure we have a
supply. Many thanks to those that contributed!
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Wesley United Methodist Church
Education News
Come sing with us at local nursing homes!
Come join us on Sunday, February 9 after the combined service. All ages are welcome to join us as we sing at area
nursing homes. We will enjoy the finger-food- potluck after service and then depart. More details to come. Contact Liz
Martin at lmartin@wesleyui.org if interested.
Complimentary babysitting February 1!
We will have complimentary babysitting on Saturday, February 1, from 4pm to 7pm in room 127. Meal & drinks will be
provided. Look forward to a great evening of fun games and activities! There is a minimum of six children needed to
make this event, so please RSVP to Liz Martin at lmartin@wesleyui.org by Thursday, January 30, at noon.
Save the Date: Trivia Night!
Come join us on Saturday, March 7 from 6pm to 8pm for a fun night of trivia and fellowship. We will have teams made
up of five to six people. Dinner will be provided and childcare will be available. All are welcome! Contact Liz Martin at
lmartin@wesleyui.org if interested and to sign up.
Seeking children Sunday school volunteer/assistants
We are seeking volunteers for our upper elementary or middle school Sunday School classes. All materials will be
provided. If interested, please contact Liz Martin at lmartin@wesleyui.org .
Youth group at Wesley!
Youth group meets the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of each month from 4:30pm to 6pm in the West Lounge. We plan to have
special events or outings in months that have a 5th Sunday. Feel free to invite your friends. For more information,
contact Liz Martin ( lmartin@wesleyui.org ). We look forward to seeing you there

Announcements
Congratulations!
To Daniel Camp-Blair and Danielle Birtles, who were married on Saturday,
January 11, 2020 at St. Margaret’s Church, Altrincham, UK. Daniel is a former
Desk worker, Peer Minister, and Campus Ministry Intern at Wesley. They will be
living in Leeds, UK. We wish them the best!

Thank You to Wesley Members from Charlotte Houts and
Family.
Charlotte Houts and her family would like to thank members of Wesley for their
kind thoughts, notes, memorial contributions, and prayers. Charlotte says “they meant so much to each of us. It was a
difficult time for us and it was all a great help.” Don Houts birthday was December 30th. He would have been 92.

Thank you, Diana and Steve Herriott!
Wesley Church and staff would like to extend our gratitude for Diana and Steve for their beautiful work of refurbishing
the tables and other furniture for both the Church and Foundation.

Thank you for the Staff Love Gift!
Thank you! to all who contributed to the love gift for Wesley Staff and for the cards and treats.
We appreciate your generosity!
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Wesley Women Hear of Cunningham Children’s
Home Changes
Thank you, Brooke Buzard and Angie Bertauski-Pierce of
Cunningham, for speaking to the Wesley Women in December!
Over the last few years the Wesley Women have been
fortunate to hear of the changes at Cunningham. Did you know
Cunningham has girl and boy group homes for ages 16-18? Also,
Cunningham serves youth who live at home but attend school at Cunningham until they’re ready to go back to the
public-school system. Cunningham also assists with runaways and homeless youth.
Our Community is very fortunate in having the services of Cunningham Children’s Home!

Another Thanksgiving Dinner in the Books!
At our Wesley Thanksgiving Dinner this past year, we were able to enjoy fellowship with around 200 friends, thanks to
many hearts and hands! The Discipleship Committee would like to thank all of those who agreed to prepare a traditional
“must-have” and especially those hearty and generous souls who spent days defrosting, baking, and carving all of those
turkeys! That special gratitude goes to:
Dee and Bill Breeding, Marcia and Dave Dickinson, Meridee Dornhoff, Diana and Steve Herriott, Liz and Derek Hoiem,
Annette and Chuck Lansford, Yvette Long, Jane and Mike McCulley, Barbara and Ray Norton, Meg and Bob
Rauschenberger, and Kim and Kevin Young

Ministry Opportunities Available.
We currently need volunteers for the following ministries during Sunday services: Sound Tech, Greeters, Parking Lot
Greeters, Ushers and Liturgists. Anyone interested can either fill out a grey Connect Card and list your interest or email
Rebecca O’Marrah (rebeccao@wesleyui.org) for more information. We are also looking for someone to be a Monday
morning money counter. Please contact Meridee Dornhoff (217-356-3498) for more information.

New Board Member Needed and Thank you Bev Ujcich’s!
We would like to thank Bev Ujcich’s for serving as UMW President for the past four years. She has been very generous
with her time and talents. We are presently searching for someone to fill Bev Ujcich’s place as UMW President. If you
are interested or have a suggestion of someone who would be good for and interested in this position, please
contact Sue Kiddoo (sue.kiddoo@comcast.net) or Brenda Thompson (brendathompson8223@comcast.net).

Hospitality Brunch for Guests
Come and join us on Sunday, February 23 at 10:45am to have brunch with new friends and have fun with games and
meaningful conversations. RSVP: Rev. Deborah Kang & Discipleship Committee (dkang@wesleyui.org/ 217-344-1120)

Peace with Justice Sunday February 9th
Celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. combined service on February 9th. Guest speaker Ricardo Diaz
from the New American Welcome Center at the University YMCA and the C-U Immigration Forum, will share his message
about working with immigrants and refugees in our communities. The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace with Justice Award
honoree for 2020 will be announced. Following the service, gather in Watseka for a Finger-food Potluck and Q&A
session with Mr. Diaz. Contributions of “finger foods” to share are most welcome. (Think sandwiches, fruit, chips, dip,
cookies.) Child care is available.
Sponsored by the Wesley Social Action Ministry
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music| Kerrith Livengood
Director of Christian Education and Youth Liz Martin|Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca O‘Marrah | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Kara
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30am
Coffee Hour 10:30am
Contemporary Service 11:15am

Wesley Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday.
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight
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