November 2019

Wesley Thanksgiving Potluck
You're Invited Sunday, November 17th
The Thanksgiving Potluck is a favorite Wesley community
event. After a combined service of worship at 10:30 a.m. in
the Sanctuary, we gather in the Great Hall for a sumptuous
feast of all the American Thanksgiving favorites.
There will be turkey and dressing, mashed potatoes and rolls,
salads, and plenty of desserts. This is not an event you'll want
to miss. And like always at Wesley --- All Are Invited! We
encourage you to invite a guest. We especially encourage
students and international scholars to join us. We will gather
around the table and share a wonderful meal.

C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2019 Update
A heartfelt thanks to all those who gave generously
to support the 28th annual C-U CROP Walk for
Hunger, hosted here at Wesley on October 13th. As
of October 15th, Wesley members and friends
contributed over $6,000 to the CWS/CROP Walk!
Pledges being fulfilled and donations continuing
being made through the end of October could make
that total even higher. At last count, our ChampaignUrbana interfaith, interdenominational community
raised over $22,000 and we hope the final figure will
be closer to $25,000. One fourth of this money will
be distributed between Daily Bread Soup Kitchen,
Sola Gratia Farm, Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern Illinois Foodbank. The remaining funds go to Church World
Service (CWS) to support global poverty relief efforts. Read more at CropHungerWalk.org/ChampaignIL
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Thanks especially to our 13-member Wesley Walker Team, including first time walkers Weng Chew, who
walked in spirit with his younger brother who recently passed away - and Pastor Deborah’s daughter Cindy Oh
who walked on behalf of Wesley and the Jesus Love Church. We are grateful to Melody Neumann and Jane
McCulley for walking this year and walking in over 15 C-U CROP Walks. We were joined by walkers from the
CIMIC congregation, the youth group from First Presbyterian Church Champaign, University students from St.
Andrews Lutheran Campus Center and members of many more faith communities – truly an inspiring
interfaith/interdenominational effort to fight hunger.
Additional Wesley Social Action Ministry members worked to make the CROP Hunger Walk a successful event;
Dick and Jean Flood, Craig Chamberlain and Pat Tymchyshyn served as crossing guards, photographers, setting
up food and refreshments for the walker rally, as well as many other duties.
Together, walkers, volunteers and donors made a significant contribution to provide hunger relief locally and
globally in the C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2019.

UMW PROGRAM
All are invited to join us on Wednesday, November 6th at 9:30 AM, in the
West Lounge. Reverend Deborah Kang will present the spiritual growth study
from the book Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical
Discipleship by Janet Wolf.
Refreshments and fellowship will begin at 9:00 AM. This well-known Gospel is
presented through voices and experiences that are often relegated to the
margins. Where we stand, what we see, who we listen to, whose stories and
voices we value or dismiss shape the way we understand the world and the
Bible. This study incorporates the stories of those on the margins to uncover
how the gospel is alive and well today—how God is, and always has been,
calling us to live out the Word in a radical way.

CU Wesley Habitat Work Day Scheduled for November 9th
Wesley members will again be participating in a local Habitat work day on Saturday, November 9th. The work
day will be from 8 AM until 4 PM and lunch will be provided. No construction experience is required and all
tools will be provided by Habitat of Champaign County. Interested? Need Transportation? Contact John
Spurgeon by text, phone call (847-609-5253) or email – jaspurgeon@aol.com
John will also be available to register participants or answer questions on Sundays between services in
Watseka Lounge.
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Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner
All students, visiting scholars, Wesley folks and friends are invited to join us Friday, Nov. 22th, at 5:00 p.m. in
the Etc. Coffeehouse for a Friendsgiving potluck dinner! We’ll gather to share a meal and celebrate friendship
before everyone leaves campus for the Thanksgiving break. You are invited to bring a dish that represents
your tradition/culture with a copy of the recipe that can be shared online with the group!

Friday with Friends Lunch
Students, faculty, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each week for our Friday with
Friends Lunch! Gather with friends, new and old, in the Etc. Coffeehouse between 11:00am-1:30pm for a
variety of soups, sandwiches, and other tasty treats. Great food and great conversation… it’s a wonderful way
to celebrate the end of the week!

ESL & International Coffeehouse
American & international students, visiting scholars, Wesley members & community friends are invited to join
us each week as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about one another’s cultures. Our ESL class
meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by our International Coffeehouse from
4:00-6:00 p.m. Come share coffee & snacks as we sit down with friends from around the world!

Wesley Cupboard: Student Food Assistance Available
The academic grind can be difficult enough without the stress and worry of finding your next meal. The
Wesley Food Pantry now offers food assistance for students through the Wesley Cupboard every Friday, from
1:00-3:00 p.m., in the Wesley Student Center. Students just need to bring their student ID to access food
items up to two times each month. We all need assistance with things from time to time, and Wesley is here
to help support and nourish you as you focus on your studies

Grad Student /Young Professionals Group
Grad students, postdocs and young professionals are invited to meet every Tuesday in
the Student Lounge at 8:30 p.m. to make connections with others and share great
conversation in a progressive theology reading group. They also enjoy occasional
outings to restaurants and do service projects together. We’re currently reading Rachel
Held Evans’ Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again.
Questions? Email Meg Cole at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
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Campus Ministry Calendar
**The Wesley Student Center will not offer these
events during the U of I fall break, Nov. 25th-29th.
Friday, November 1st, 10:00 a.m., Conference
Room (and every Friday)
American History Club – International students,
visiting scholars and spouses are invited to practice
English and make new friends each week as we
learn about the major events in American history.
11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the
coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a great way
to celebrate the end of the week & the start of
your weekend!
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every
Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice English and learn
about American culture and traditions.
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every
Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International &
domestic students, along with visiting scholars and
community members, are invited to join us for
coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice
English, make new friends & learn about each
other's cultures.

Sunday, November 3rd, 9:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.,
Sanctuary & Great Hall
(and every Sunday except Nov. 17th)
Sunday worship
Tuesday, November 5th, 8:30 p.m., Student
Lounge (and every Tuesday)
Grad Student/Young Professional Group - Grad
students and young adults are invited to meet
every Tuesday in the Student Lounge to make
connections and share great conversation around
our book study. Questions? Email Meg Cole at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, November 6th, 7:00 p.m., Etc.
Coffeehouse/West Lounge
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek – Students are invited to join us for
casual worship (including communion) each week
as we explore faith, deepen friendships, and take
time to connect with one another and with God.
Sunday, November 17th, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Combined Thanksgiving Worship Service and
Potluck - Join us for our combined worship service,
followed by our traditional Thanksgiving potluck
dinner in the Great Hall (around noon). Students –
you only need to bring your appetites and your
friends!
Friday, Nov. 22nd, 5:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner – Students,
international friends, and Wesley folks are invited
to join us for a potluck dinner in the coffeehouse
before Thanksgiving break. Please bring a dish from
your tradition to share as we gather to celebrate
friendship!
Nov. 25th – 29th U of I Thanksgiving Break
Happy Thanksgiving! Enjoy your break!!
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Wesley United Methodist Church
Education News
Hanging of the Greens is coming!
Our annual Hanging of the Greens will take place on Sunday, December 8th
from 4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. Ornament decorating/crafts will be at 6:00pm meal in
Great Hall and fellowship 7 p.m. - Children/youth Christmas program
Everyone is welcome to join us for this festive time!

Free complimentary babysitting on Saturday Nov. 2nd!

We will have complimentary babysitting on Saturday, November 2nd from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. in room 127. Meal &
drinks will be provided. Look forward to a great evening of fun games and activities! Contact Jessica Hunt at
217-372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org to RSVP

Missions updates
During the month of November children/youth will be raising funds on behalf of World Bicycle Relief, which
goes toward providing bicycles in 14 countries in Africa, South America, Indonesia and the Philippines. The
Buffalo Bikes help people in the developing world overcome the barriers of distance and time to access
education, economic, and healthcare services. Social Action Ministry has offered to match the amount we
raise up to $500 and their collaboration is much appreciated! Thank you to those who purchased Wesley’s
Christ-Window Ornaments! There are ornaments still available for purchase. We appreciate all of your support
and donations.

Embodying Our Faith: Grief & New Life Sunday, Nov. 24th
Rachel Bass-Guennewig of Daily Bread Yoga will
look at stories of grief & new life in the Bible to
shine more light on our own experiences. This will
take place Sunday, November 24th from 11 a.m.-12
p.m. in the West lounge during the adult Sunday
school hour. We will talk about the complex
sensations of grief and how it is bigger than
something to think about but is something we feel
in our bodies. Expect some time for quiet and very
gentle chair yoga. All are welcome!

Volunteer/teacher needed
We are seeking volunteers to teach with our upper
elementary or middle school Sunday school class. All
materials will be provided. Contact Jessica Hunt @ 217372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org if interested.

Youth Group Has Started!
Youth group for 6th-12th grade has begun! We will have
a fun time of fellowship, dinner, games, music, and
Bible discussion. We will meet the 1st, 3rd, and 5th
Sundays from 4:30 p.m.-6 p.m. in the West lounge (and
other locations at times). 5th Sundays we plan to have a
special event or outing. Contact Jessica Hunt at
jessicah@wesleyui.org or 217-372-8397 for
information. Please feel free to invite friends and look
forward to seeing you there!
pg. 5

Food drives and tailgates
Food drives are an easy way for community and student groups to support
the pantry. The Collegiate Farm Bureau at the University of Illinois asked
attendees to bring healthy food donations to their first meeting this
September. We received over 900 lbs. of corn, beans, green beans, and
fruit! The food pantry recently adopted a food nutrition policy that
includes a list of suggested items for donation. This food drive
specifically referenced the list as suggested items for their drive.

Thrivent Financial member, Laura Berry, also held a food drive as one of
her “Action Teams” for the year. Thrivent provides Action Teams, led by
Thrivent members, the tools
and resources to create
volunteer experiences and
increase impact on causes
they’re passionate about. Laura asked participants to donate items to
complete a recipe we’ll highlight in the pantry throughout October. The
drive culminated in a tailgate at the Illini vs. Nebraska football game where
Jensen Rehn and Dawn Longfellow talked to fans about the pantry. If you
are a Thrivent member and would like to organize an Action Team to benefit
the pantry, please email Dawn, operations@wesleypantry.org.

Agency Connection
Providing information and resources for our pantry shoppers is one way we
strive to help them beyond simply providing groceries. We are very thankful
for the partnership with other community groups and businesses who share
that goal.

Walgreens
The Land Connection
Illini Medical Screening Society
Familia Dental
U of I Extension Office
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Volunteering is fun, but volunteering with friends who rally around a
cause is fantastic! Thank you to UNICEF (pictured), Zeta Phi Beta,
Eat4Health, Parkland Nursing, Volunteer Illini Projects, and APO who
sent representatives to help at food distributions this month.

Announcements
Sympathy
To Charlotte Houts and family at the death of her
husband, long time Wesley member, Donald C.
Houts, on Sunday, September 29th. He lived in
Savoy, Illinois.

Turn Your Clocks Back for Day Light Savings
As a reminder do not forget to turn your clocks
back one hour for day light savings on Sunday,
November 3rd.
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Kerrith Livengood
Director of Christian Education and Youth Jessica Hunt |Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Katherine Hinojosa
Property Manager Richard Young | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m

Wesley Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight
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