December 2019

Longest Night Gathering with The Many
Wesley will again offer a Longest Night Gathering,
Saturday, December 14, at 7:00pm. in the Great Hall.
This year the Wesley Student Center is pleased to host
the Chicago group, The Many (themanyarehere.com), as
they lead us through a time of worship with
contemplative music, prayers, readings, and reflections
as we find hope, joy, and peace for our lives and for the
world. Invite your friends and join us as we share sacred
space with each other and remember the message of
Emmanuel – God with us - and that we are not alone. We’ll enjoy a time of fellowship with light refreshments after the
service.

New Secretary Rebecca OMarrah joins Wesley Staff

Rebecca OMarrah is our new Ministry Secretary who started in the beginning of November. Originally
from the Chicagoland area, Rebecca, her husband, Patrick, and sons, Nicholas and Patrick Jr., recently
relocated to the area after 13 years in York, PA. She also has a daughter, Kymberly who lives in
Maryland with her husband Josh, and a son, Michael that goes to school and lives in Plainfield,
IL. Outside of work Rebecca likes to raise awareness for living organ donation and pediatric cancer,
bake and make all sorts of crafts. Stop by the Center Office and say Hello!

Wesley’s Social Action Ministry team has selected two recipients for this year’s special Advent
Offering: C-U at Home and Africa University.
C-U at Home
Founded in 2011, C-U at Home engages and mobilizes our community to house and support the most vulnerable
homeless on their journey of healing and restoration. Every day, volunteers and staff members work to develop lasting
relationships with our “friends without an address” here in Champaign-Urbana. Services of C-U at Home include the
Phoenix Daytime Drop-In Center, the CU Men’s Shelter, some transitional housing for women and families, a
transportation ministry and street outreach. The Phoenix Daytime Drop-In Center is open for companionship and
activities, providing services such as a shower, laundry, internet/computer, phone, local resources and job board, as well
as extra emergency warming hours this winter. Volunteers are always welcome.
The Social Action Ministry team asks you to prayerfully consider making a special offering this Advent Season to support
these two worthwhile organizations. Checks may be made out to Wesley UMC and designated for the Advent Offering.
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Students Raise Funds for Children’s Home
Undergrad & graduate students are invited to help us fill the wish-lists of others this holiday season. We are raising
funds for food and mosquito nets for the Kamina Children’s Home in North Katanga, where Kenny Smallhorn did an
internship this past summer. We will have a bake sale on Sunday, December 8th, during coffee hour as part of our efforts
to help others. If you’d like to share baked goods or make a donation, please contact Pastor Julie at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.
Wesley at Cunningham Children’s Home
All undergrads, grad students, and young adults are invited to take part in Cunningham
Children’s Home Advent Festival, Sunday, December 8. We’ll gather in Wesley’s parking
lot at 3:30 pm, then carpool to the Children’s Home for the afternoon’s activities. We’ll
help lead games and crafts with the kids and take part in their live Nativity (no lines or
rehearsals required!). It’s a great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others as
we share the joy of this season!
Student Center Christmas Party
All students and international friends are invited to join us Wednesday,
December 11, at 7:00 pm in the Etc. Coffeehouse for an evening of festive fun! We’ll
enjoy Christmas goodies (please bring a favorite appetizer or dessert to share),
hilarious games, and a traditional holiday flick in our movie theater. Invite your friends
as we celebrate the last day of classes and the Christmas holiday!

International Coffeehouse Holiday Schedule
Everyone is welcome to join us as we make Christmas crafts during International Coffeehouse on December 6 and
decorate Christmas cookies on December 13, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm in the Etc. Coffeehouse. ESL classes and the
International Coffeehouse will not meet during the winter break and will resume Friday, January 24, 2020.
Late Night with Wesley!
Students are welcome to study in the Etc. Coffeehouse and student lounge during extended building hours for finals
Sunday, December 15 to Tuesday, December 17. The Wesley Student Center will remain open until midnight each
evening and provide special munchies from 8:00pm to 10:00pm. Check our Facebook page for more information!
Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge
The Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge are officially closed during the U of I holiday break, but students are still
welcome to use the spaces for studying, reading, etc., during this time. Please help us keep these areas neat and
welcoming by picking up after yourself - we really appreciate it!

pg. 2

Campus Ministry Calendar
Sunday, December 1, 9:30am & 11:15am, Sanctuary &
Great Hall (and December 8, 15 & 22)
Sunday worship
Tuesday, December 3, 8:30pm , Meg’s house
Grad Student Book Study - Graduate students and
young adults will gather for an end-of-the-semester
Christmas party. Questions? Email Meg Cole at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, December 4, 7:00pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse/Watseka Lounge
Midweek Advent Worship – Join us as we celebrate the
Advent season with candle lighting, readings, and
Christmas carols, and enjoy some festive holiday
treats! Take a break from the study grind, bring your
friends, and let’s experience the blessings of the season
together.
Friday, December 6, 11:00am to 1:30pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse (and December 13)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse
for lunch with friends! It’s a great way to celebrate the
end of the week & the start of your weekend! We’ll
have a bake sale during lunch on December 6 to raise
funds for a children’s home in the DRC.
3:00pm to 4:00pm, Conference Room
(and Dec. 13 )
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced
students as we practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00 to 6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and December 13)
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic
students, along with visiting scholars and community
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and
conversation as we practice English, make new friends
& learn about each other's cultures.

Sunday, December 8, 10:30am, Wesley Center Office
area
Bake Sale – students are bringing homemade treats to
sell during coffee hour as we raise funds to provide food
and mosquito nets for the Kamina Children’s Home in
North Katanga. Stop by & pick out your favorite treats!
3:30pm, Wesley parking lot/Cunningham Children’s
Home
Join us as we present our annual living Nativity at
Cunningham Children’s Home during the Advent
Festival for their children and youth!
Wednesday, December 11, 7:00pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse/Wesley Theater
Wesley Student Center Annual Christmas party – bring a
treat to share and invite your friends to join us for this
fun celebration!
Thursday, December 12, 10:00am to 1:00pm, Etc.
Coffeehouse
Reading Day Pancake Brunch – Get a nutritious start to
finals week by filling up with pancakes and all the
fixin’s! It’s sure to be good fuel for reading, studying, &
writing, so invite some friends and join us!
Friday, December 13 – Friday, December 20, all day
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will provide free snacks
every day in the Etc. Coffeehouse to help keep students
nourished and energized for studying and writing
papers. We wish you the very best as you finish the
semester!
Saturday, December 14 - 7:00 pm, Great Hall
Longest Night Gathering with The Many - Join us for an
evening of music, contemplative prayers, and
meaningful reflection as we find hope, encouragement,
and peace in the season that reminds us that Emmanuel
- God is with us and God loves us.
Sunday, December 15 - Tuesday, December 17,
10:00pm to 12:00am, Etc. Coffeehouse/Student
Lounge
Late Night with Wesley – students are invited to study
in our spaces during extended building hours and enjoy
special munchies from 8pm-10pm.
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Wesley United Methodist Church
Education News
Join us for Hanging of the Greens December 8
Our annual Hanging of the Greens will take place on Sunday, December 8. We have a
fun schedule of events this year. From 4:30pm to 6:00pm we will have ornament
decorating and crafts. From 6:00pm to 7:00pm we will enjoy a light meal with some
great fellowship all leading up to the Children and Youth Christmas Program at 7:00pm.
This will not be an event you want to miss.

Complimentary babysitting Dec. 7
We will have Complimentary babysitting on Saturday, December 7 from 4:00pm to 7:00pm in room 127. Meal & drinks
will be provided. Look forward to a great evening of fun holiday games and activities! There needs to be a minimum of
six children in order for us to have our complimentary baby sitting. If you are interested, contact Jessica Hunt at
217-372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org to RSVP.

Missions updates
During the month of December, children/youth will be raising funds on behalf of World Bicycle Relief, which goes
toward providing bicycles in 14 countries in Africa, South America, Indonesia and the Philippines. The Buffalo Bikes help
people in the developing world overcome the barriers of distance and time to access education, economic, and
healthcare services.
The Social Action Committee has offered to match the amount we raise up to $500 and their collaboration is much
appreciated! We have so far raised $290 from ornament sales, and $290 (2 bikes!) toward World Bicycle Relief due to
your generous donations. Thank you very much for all of your support!
Thank you to those who purchased Wesley’s Christ-Window Ornaments! We appreciate all of your support and
donations. There are ornaments still available for purchase.
Volunteer/teacher needed
We are seeking volunteers to teach with our upper elementary or middle school Sunday school class. All materials will
be provided. Contact Jessica Hunt @ 217-372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org if interested.
Youth group at Wesley!
We will have a fun time of fellowship, dinner, games, music, and Bible discussion. We meet the 1st, 3rd, 5th
Sundays from 4:30 p.m.-6 p.m. in the West lounge (and other locations at times). Every 5th Sunday we plan to have a
special event or outing. Contact Jessica Hunt at jessicah@wesleyui.org or 217-372-8397 for more information. Please
feel free to invite friends and we look forward to seeing you there!
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Volunteer Spotlight: Brian McDermott
You can find Parkland pantry volunteer Brian McDermott working away most
Wednesdays, enthusiastically helping clients or organizing the pantry. Wherever
there’s a job to be done, he’s there to do it.
Brian is actively involved in the community and the pantry itself, a long-standing
desire of his that became reality after he retired. He had volunteered at pantries
before, but work became too hectic for him to continue his interest. Now that he
finally had time, it only took him a few days to become involved with Wesley Food
Pantry after remembering how he “really loved and enjoyed helping people” years
earlier. Brian’s favorite part of the pantry is simply being there for people,
understanding that many of our clients are in uncomfortable circumstances. “I like
to be able to make [clients] happy and make them feel comfortable – and to hear
the gratitude of clients in need. They’re in here for a reason and there’s so much
that they have to deal with; I like being able to make them feel at home – like it’s OK to be here.” A pantry does not
always feel like home, but at Parkland, Brian chooses to make it one.
Brian is also a vice chair of the board of trustees at the UU Church of
Urbana Champaign. He cites the intersection of faith and service as a
crucial part of his motivation, and his dedication to both shines
through in his time with us. In his spare time, Brian holds both
outdoorsy and artistic interests. While his hobbies include fishing and
yard work, they also include watercolor painting, for which he took
classes at Parkland college itself. He has big dreams as well - he aspires
to eventually convert several pictures on his phone to watercolor
paintings of his own!
Thank you for your hard work and dedication!

Office Assistant Needed

The Wesley Food Pantry is hiring a part-time Office Assistant. Responsibilities
include data entry and record keeping, help with food distributions and
client intake, and organizing food storage areas. Experience with Microsoft
Office, Quickbooks, Facebook, and Constant Contact a plus. Hours are a
flexible 10 hours/wk. that will occasionally include Thursday evening. A full
job description can be found at wesleypantry.org. Interested? Please send an
email with a brief description of your understanding of food insecurity along
with your resume to operations@wesleypantry.org
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Announcements
Congratulations!
To Wesley Nursery Care Director, Virgina Dickey and husband, Michael Bloemker, on
the birth of their daughter, Aria Lucille Calla Ilene Bloemker, on Wednesday,
November 6th. She weighed 5 pounds and 14 oz.

UMW Program December 4th
The United Methodist Women’s General Meeting will be held Wednesday, December 4,
at 9:30am in Watseka Lounge. Brooke Buzard and Angie Bertauski-Pierce from
Cunningham Children’s Home will share information on how Cunningham continues to
expand and offer different types of services to youth and family in our community.
Refreshments and fellowship will be offered at 9:00am

Wesley Literary Tea: COMING IN JANUARY!
Starting Sunday, January 27 the list below gives you the books that will be reviewed. These books will make a great
Christmas gift for you or someone else!
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff
Educated by Tara Westover
Dearest Friend: A Life of Abigail Adams by Lynne Withey
Becoming by Michelle Obama
Chronicles, Volume 1 by Bob Dylan
The Autobiography of Mark Twain
Savage Beauty: The Life of Edna. St. Vincent Millay by Nancy Milford
The Catcher Was a Spy: The Mysterious Life of Moe Berg by Nicholas Dawidoff

Wesley Bell Choir Looking for New Members
Love music? Want to be part of a welcoming
ensemble? Well, the Wesley Bell Choir may be the
group for you. The Bell Choir is looking for enthusiastic
music lovers of all levels and ages. If that sounds like
you, then contact our Hand Bell Choir Director, Gayle
McDonald at gaylemcdonald99@gmail.com or call and
leave a message to our front office via phone at
217.344.1120

Advent Love Offering
The Advent Season provides an opportunity for all of
us to show our Wesley staff how very much they are
appreciated. Therefore, we are suggesting a “Love
Gift”, to be divided among all of the staff members,
as a Christmas Bonus. You can write a check to
Wesley UMC with “Staff Love Gift” in the memo
section or place cash in an offering envelope on
Sunday morning marked in the same
manner. Thank you for sharing your
appreciation of our staff members in
this way.
Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel
Committee
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music|Kerrith Livengood
Director of Christian Education and Youth Jessica Hunt |Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rebecca OMarrah | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sam Jew Kim | Part-time Custodian Elizabeth Young
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m.
Wesley Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday.
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight

Office and Building Hours During Fall Break
Sunday, Nov. 24: Close at 5pm|
Monday, Nov. 25 - Wednesday, Nov. 27: Close at 5pm
Thursday, Nov. 28 & Friday, Nov. 29: Closed |
Saturday, Nov. 23 & Saturday, Nov, 30: Closed
Sunday, Dec. 1: Close at 5pm |
Regular Hours resume on Monday, Dec. 2
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