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Wesley Block Party and Food Pantry Fundraiser 
 
The Wesley Student Center is hosting a block party Friday, 
September 13th, from 5:00-7:30 p.m., in our parking lot to 
introduce students and others to our Wesley community! 
There'll be food trucks, games, a dunk tank, music, & more! 
You’re invited to help us "Smash Out Hunger" with the Food 
Pantry by taking a sledgehammer to an old car (for a donation) 
as part of Hunger Action Month. Invite your friends and join us 
as we welcome students and community friends to Wesley!
 

Back to School Combined Service and Potluck Lunch 
 

Sunday, September 15th at 10:30am will be our first combined worship 
service and potluck of the 2019-2020 school year! Mark your calendars and 
plan to be there. 
  
We’ll celebrate all the students in our Wesley family as they begin the 
journey of discovery that comes with a new school year. A Potluck lunch 
will be served in the Great Hall after service. Wesley families are 
encouraged to bring two dishes to share. Singles are encouraged to bring 
one dish to share. Guests and students are welcome to simply bring their 

appetites and a friend. We also encourage you to bring your own table service if you’d like. Drinks will be 
provided.  
 

CALLING ALL WESLEY WOMEN! 
 
You are invited to the United Methodist Women’s Fall Book Discussion at the home of Annette Lansford, 
1713 Mayfair Road, Champaign, on Monday, September 23rd, at 7 p.m. The book to be discussed is American 
Dialogue: The Founders and Us by Joseph J. Ellis. This is a thought provoking, well written book which 
addresses issues which are quite relevant to our country today. The discussion will be led by Trisha Crowley, 
attorney and president of the local League of Women Voters. Refreshments will be provided. Start reading 
now and plan to join us on September 23rd! Send an email to Annette Lansford at  
alansford1713@comcast.net if you plan to attend.  

 September 2019 
2019 
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Wesley Fall Seminar: Guns & Society                      
 

Guns and gun violence are on our minds. 
With more shootings in Champaign-
Urbana this year than ever before and 
mass shootings seeming to recur ever 
more frequently all over the country, this 
concern mounts even higher among our 
citizenry, if not our politicians. This year’s 
Wesley Fall Seminar will address the issue 
on Sunday, September 22nd with a panel 
of thoughtful people from the U of I and 
the community. The seminar will consist 
of panelists from varying areas of study. 
Such panelist will include Janet Jokela, 
MD, MPH,  Regional Dean of the U of I College of Medicine, Sheldon Jacobson, Professor of Computer Science, 
Andrew Leipold, Professor of Law, Tracy Parsons, Community Relations Manager, City of Champaign, Marlon 
Mitchell, I-STEM graduate Research Assistant, and Ruby Mendenhall, Associate Professor in Sociology. We look 
forward to hearing their thoughts and research into the issues and effects of guns within society today. Read 
on further for more information gathered from The New York Times, The Annals of Internal Medicine, The 
Youth Violence Committee of the International Society for Research on Aggression, National Public Radio, The 
Washington Post, The Economist and The Journal of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery about guns and their 
effects upon society today. 

Four in 10 American households own guns. There are more gun clubs in this country than McDonald’s. For 
some people, the gun is a way to protect against crime. But it is also an identity marker for many. It stands for 
freedom, self-reliance and the ability to control one’s own destiny. Gun rights are seen to be about living in a 
country where families are tough enough and responsible enough to stand up for themselves in a dangerous 
world.  

Violence is any behavior intended to cause extreme physical harm, such as injury or death, to another person. 
Violence tends to peak during the age range of 15-24 years. The issue of how youth become violent is 
enormously complex. A distinction must be made between mass shootings and street shootings. Shootings 
that occur in public settings have historically been uncommon. They are shocking and devastating because 
they often include multiple innocent victims. The escalating frequency of mass shootings and their toll on 
individuals, families, communities and society now make them a hot spot in this public health crisis. Mass 
shooting perpetrators have fed off one another, some aspiring to exceed the body counts of predecessors. 

Street shootings occur in cities, often between known antagonists and are far more common. Despite their 
prevalence, street shootings do not generate the news media attention that mass shootings do, although they 
exact a terrible toll on the families and communities that are destabilized by these persistent acts of violence. 
There is no single cause of mass shootings. Violent behavior is very complex, determined by multiple factors 
which often act together. 
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On average, there are 109 gun homicides a day in America. There are 439 gun suicides a week. There are, on 
average, nearly 1,200 incidents involving gun violence every week in America. The population-adjusted rates 
of these deaths are among the highest worldwide and are by far the highest among high-income countries. 
Firearm related deaths now exceed motor vehicle-related deaths in the U.S. Estimates show that the number 
of nonfatal firearm injuries treated in emergency departments is almost double the number of deaths. In 
cities, people are more likely to be murdered with a gun than they are likely to shoot themselves to death. In 
rural areas, people are more likely to shoot themselves to death than to be murdered by a gun. In the cities, 
where gun violence is more often committed against another person, these crimes generate more news 
coverage and fear. Concentrated poverty, inequality, and racial segregation are strongly related to higher 
rates of violent crimes in cities. In rural areas, gun suicides do not attract as much attention. Gun ownership 
closely correlates with gun suicide.  

It is very clear from public polling that Americans believe gun violence is a problem and support more 
restrictions on guns. We are grappling with a lethal mix of domestic terrorism and lax gun laws. A solid 
majority of Americans say they are in favor of stricter gun laws. There is broad public support for universal 
background checks for gun purchases and for requiring individuals to obtain a license before being able to 
purchase a gun. The majority of Americans support extreme risk protection orders (red flag laws), assault-
weapons bans and bans on high-capacity magazines. 

Assault-style weapons were banned by federal law in 1994, but the law expired in 2004. A 2019 study found 
that the ban was associated with a reduction in mass-shooting related homicides during the 1994 to 2004 time 
period. News reporters can also play a role in reducing gun violence and other forms of mass murder. 
Prolonged media attention that uses fear tactics to increase viewership and provides publicity to perpetrators 
is counterproductive. For more info please join us on Sunday, September 22nd as we look to dive deeper into 
this topic of guns and society.  
 

Wesley Fall Book Study: Thursdays September 12th – October 17th at 10:15 A.M. in the 
Conference Room  
 

Richard Rohr is a Franciscan priest and founder of the Center 
for Action and Contemplation. He writes about the duties of 
the first half of life and then depicts the adventures of the 
second half of life where spiritual experience prevails. If the 
first half of life can be identified as early stage religion, the 
second half of life can be our spiritual journey focusing on our 
security, identity, boundaries, safety, and a minimum of order.  
 

Fall seems to arrive suddenly, and every leaf speaks of God’s 
blessings to us. Like the season of the soul, we are invited to 
explore God’s grace as falling upward and onward into a wider 
and richer world.  Books are available in the Center Office for 
$15.22. If you'd like to read along but can’t join us for the 
discussion group, let me (Pastor Deborah Kang: 
dkang@wesleyui.org) know, and I will prepare for enough 
books for everyone. Bring your friends and local residents are 
welcomed to join. 
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Labor Day Canoe Trip  
 

The Wesley Student Center invites students, 
international friends, and Wesley folks to join us 
Monday, September 2nd, 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., for 
our Annual Labor Day Canoe Trip to Turkey Run 
State Park!  Sign up online (wesleyui.org/canoe) to 
enjoy canoeing, lunch on the banks of the Sugar 
Creek River, and time to hike in Shades State Park.  
Cost is $30 per person.  Please sign up by noon on 
Friday, August 30th, so we can appropriately plan 
for transportation and canoe rentals.  Contact 
Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more 
information. 

Friday with Friends Lunches 
 
Students, faculty, and members of the campus 
community are invited to join us each week for our 
Friday with Friends Lunch!  Gather with friends, 
new and old, in the Etc. Coffeehouse between 
11:00am-1:30pm for a variety of salads, 
sandwiches, and other tasty treats.  Great food, 
great conversation… it’s a great way to celebrate 
the end of the week! 
 
 

Grad Student Study  
 
Grad students from all disciplines, postdocs and 
young professionals are invited to join us each 
Tuesday at 8:30 p.m. in the Student Lounge for 
snacks, fellowship, and a book study with 
discussion. This progressive theology reading group 
also enjoys exploring local restaurants and doing 
service projects in the community. For more 
information contact Meg Cole 
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org). 
 
ESL & International Coffeehouse   
 
American and international students, visiting 
scholars, family, and community friends are invited 
to join us every Friday as we enjoy coffee and 
snacks, practice English, make new friends, and 
learn about each other’s cultures. The ESL class 
meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
each week, followed by the International 
Coffeehouse gathering in the Etc. Coffeehouse 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  We’ll have a special Open 
House on Friday, September 20th, as part of 
national Welcoming Week 2019.  Invite some 
friends and come sit where the world gathers 
around your table! 

CU Pridefest 
 

Join Wesley students and church members on Saturday, September 28th, from 12:00-5:00 p.m., in front of the 
Orpheum Theater, as we celebrate and 
affirm the diversity in our local 
community! Wesley will have an 
information table in the vendor’s area 
between Freemont and Walnut – stop 
by and say hi, or sign up with Pastor 
Julie to work a shift as we share about 
Wesley and affirm all of God’s people.
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Campus Ministry Calendar 
 
Sunday, September 1st, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Great Hall (and every Sunday except Sept. 15) 
Sunday worship 
 
Monday, September 2nd, 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Wesley parking lot 
Labor Day Canoe Trip – Be sure to sign up online (wesleyui.org/canoe) and join us for our annual trek to 
Turkey Run State Park!  We’ll enjoy canoeing, hiking, and hanging out – just $30 per person.  Invite a friend! 
 
Tuesday, September 3rd, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Tuesday) 
Grad Student Book Study - Grad students, postdocs and young professionals are invited to meet every Tuesday 
in the Student Lounge to make connections with others across disciplines and to share great conversation in a 
progressive theology reading group.  Questions?  Email Meg Cole at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 
Wednesday, September 4th, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge (and every Wednesday) 
Midweek – Students are invited to join us for casual worship each week as we explore faith, deepen 
friendships, and take time to connect with one another and with God. 
 

Friday, September 6th, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and 
every Friday) 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch 
with friends!  It’s a great way to celebrate the end of the week 
& the start of your weekend!  
 
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday) 
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students 
as we practice English and learn about American culture. 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) 

International Coffeehouse - International & domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community 
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends & 
learn about each other's cultures! 
 
Friday, September 13th, 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Wesley Block Party and Food Pantry Fundraiser – Invite your friends and join us as we “Smash Out Hunger” 
(using a sledgehammer on an old car), enjoy food trucks, games, a dunk tank, and more! 
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Sunday, September 15th, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
Back-to-School Worship and Potluck – Join us for a 
special combined worship service with music from 
our chancel choir and praise team, followed by a 
potluck lunch in the Great Hall.  Students just need 
to bring your appetite & friends! 
 

Friday, September 20th, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. 
Coffeehouse 
International Coffeehouse Open House – Join us for 
this special celebration as we take part in National 
Welcoming Week 2019, Sept 13-22, sponsored by 
the Wesley Student Center and the New American 
Welcome Center at the University YMCA. 

 
Saturday, September 28th, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m., Orpheum Theater 
CU Pride Fest 2019 – Join Wesley students and church members as we celebrate and affirm the diversity in our 
local community!  Wesley will have an information table in the vendor’s area – stop by and say hi! 
 

Children & Youth 
 
Children’s Sunday School Fall Bash! Sunday, September 8th  
9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Activities will be outside on the lawn. Location in 
the Great Hall if inclement weather. Parents please join us at 10:30 a.m. 
in the West lounge for a meet & greet, snacks & info about the year! 
 
Free complimentary babysitting resumes on Sept. 7th! 
We will provide complimentary babysitting starting again on Saturday, 
September 7th from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. in room 127. Pizza and drinks will be 
provided. Contact Jessica Hunt @ 217-372-8397 or 
jessicah@wesleyui.org to RSVP. 
 

Teacher/leader needed 
We are seeking volunteers to teach a high school class this Fall.  Contact 
Jessica Hunt @ 217-372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org for information. 

 
Missions updates 
Children and youth will be taking orders for Wesley’s Christ-Window ornaments during Coffee Hour on 
September 15th and will distribute them on September 29th. Cost is $15. Proceeds will go towards the 
payment of new choir robes, Heifer Project International and World Bicycle Relief. Please contact Barbara 
Hughes blhughes3@gmail.com  or Jessica Hunt jessicah@wesleyui.org to reserve one. Thank you for your 
support! 
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A Note from the New Pantry Director: Dawn Longfellow 
To all of you that have expressed warm wishes and encouragement in the last few weeks, I thank you! I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to continue the work Katie has done to make the Wesley Food Pantry a welcoming, vital part of the 
Champaign/Urbana community.  

 

For those that haven’t had the chance to volunteer at the pantry over the last few years, allow me to tell you a little 
about myself. My passion in life is to feed people. I am an avid baker and cook and take great satisfaction in serving food 
to the people I love. Of course that overflows as a passion for feeding the hungry in our community. It does not take 
long or much interaction to get to know and care for those we serve at the pantry. We use the term “food insecure” to 
describe the situation that brings people to the pantry because being unsure of how you’re going to feed your family 
may involve the simple physical feeling of hunger. But, it also includes a lot of other stresses and emotions that are 
harder to address. It is a pleasure to be part of a group that understands this and provides listening ears, smiling faces, 
and a warm welcome in addition to food for those who visit.  

 

Feel free to stop by or email me (operations@wesleypantry.org) if you want to see the pantry or garden or just to meet 
me and say hi.  

 

Warmest regards,  

Dawn 
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Be A Change Agent 
This July, Dawn hosted a group of high school 
students from Illinois and Indiana who were attending 
the “Be A Change Agent” program with the School of 
Social Work. The students visited the pantry and 
discussed food insecurity and our nutrition initiatives 
while working on an art project. Their posters will 
hang in the pantry to encourage clients to eat more 
fruits and vegetables.  
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Adopt-a–Student 
Help Wesley Become a Student’s Home on Campus 

About the Program  
Adopt-a-Student program is unique in that it is aimed at assisting students who have diverse 
backgrounds and diverse interests. Since Wesley UMC is a diverse and welcoming community, 
this program is a great chance to show our welcoming heart through various resources and to 
extend the grace of God to students.   
 
If you sign-up to adopt a student here is what will be expected of you:  
• Attend a meet-n-greet gathering to meet your student and other persons involved in the 

program. This is where you will connect and set up your first time to get together with your 
student.  The first meet-n-greet will be Sunday, September 22nd at 10:40 am in Etc. 
Coffeehouse.     

• Give the student your email and phone number and encourage them to contact you when 
you can be encouraging.  

• Meet with your student at least 2 hours a month at a time agreed upon by both.  This could 
be for coffee or a meal. This time is for finding out how your student is doing, what they are 
studying, about their family, their life of faith and so on. 

• When possible, attend church together or go to a special event at Wesley. Examples 
include potlucks, trivia night, the Fall Seminar, etc.) 

• Let your student know if you won’t be able to meet with them and set up another time to 
meet. 

• Complete a final program survey.   
• Contact Deborah Kang at dkang@wesleyui.org if there are any questions concerning the 

program or one’s partnership.  
 
The Commitment is for:  
• 2 hours a month for 4 months (September-December)  
 
Opportunities to sign-up on Sunday mornings, and throughout the week at Wesley. 
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Announcements 
 
 
New Sermon Series Begins September 8th 
Join us on September 8th as we begin our newest sermon series Tell Me a Story: Learning to Love the Bible 
Again 

 
Progressive Bible Study begins on Wednesday, September 11th. 
Progressive Bible Study begins on Wednesday, September 11th, 7pm at 4011 E Airport Rd, Urbana. The 
book of discussion will be “Their Stories, Our Stories: Women of the Bible” by Rose Kam. Anyone 
interested in becoming part of the class will need to contact Rev. Ann Spurgeon at aspurg@aol.com to 
purchase a book by August 31st.  

 

Save the Date: CU CROP Hunger Walk on 
October 13th 
This year Church World Service marks the 50th 
Anniversary of the first CROP Walk for hunger 
relief. Wesley UMC will serve as the host church 
for the CU CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday 
October 13th.  Register to join or support the 
Wesley Walkers Team to provide hunger relief 
locally and globally. 
www.crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/wesleyui

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sympathy  
To Sue and Ron Kiddoo and family at the death of 
Sue’s sister-in-law, Linda Hamilton, on Friday,     
July 12th, at the age of 71. She lived in Kalispell, MT.   

 
 
 
Happy 90th Birthday! 
Wesley Member, Rev. Don Walden is turning 90 on 
Saturday, October 12th.  If you would like to help 
him celebrate this special birthday you may send 
cards to 506 E. Evergreen Court, Urbana, IL 61801
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Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Kerrith Livengood  
Director of Christian Education and Youth Jessica Hunt |Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor  
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal  
Food Pantry Director Dawn Longfellow | Food Pantry Assistant Katherine Hinojosa 
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Sean Terry | Part-time Custodian Bong Cacho 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young  
 

 
Sunday Services 
 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wesley Building Hours 
 

Sunday - Thursday 
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.  
Friday, Saturday 
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight 

 


