July 2019

Parking Lot Changes
Wesley staff have installed bollards (vertical posts) to
control traffic access at the Matthews Street entrance of
our parking lot. Because drivers have ignored the “No Thru
Traffic” signs we have posted, Wesley has decided to put up
4 bollards that will prevent cars from entering or exiting the
parking lot to Matthews Street. With these in place, drivers
will not be able to use our parking lot as a short cut from
Goodwin to Matthews, nor will people be able to enter or
exit from the west side of the parking lot. We apologize for
this inconvenience, but we have had drivers speeding
through this area, nearly hitting children and staff members, and this was determined to be the best solution
to hopefully prevent any accidents. These changes will take place immediately. Please contact Donna Giffen
with any questions.

Summer Sermon Series and Bible Study
What happens when our world falls apart? How do we press
onward when our plans unravel? Join us each Sunday as we
continue to explore these questions and ideas through our
sermon series, Unraveled: Seeking God When Our Plans Fall
Apart. A study journal to accompany the series is available
in the back of the Sanctuary and in the center office to help
you reflect on each week’s theme. We are also using this
journal to explore this series through a clergy-led Bible study
each Wednesday from 12:00-12:50pm in the conference
room. Each lesson stands on its own, so it’s okay to join us
whenever you’re available. Please feel free to bring your
lunch and invite someone to join us!
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Meet the New Director of Education and Youth
Say hello to Jessica Hunt the new Director of Education and Youth at
Wesley. Jessica’s engagement with children began while participating in
the Minnesota Reading Corps program, and years later as a substitute
teacher in Champaign/Urbana. While in Minnesota Jessica gained a
passion to work with children in the church doing Sunday school and since
then she has been a part of various Vacation Bible School’s over the last
few years. In 2015 Jessica received the opportunity to serve as a
children/ministry coordinator in Richmond, Indiana.
For fun Jessica enjoys singing, dancing and reading. Currently, Jessica is
taking classes at Urbana Seminary to broaden her understanding of the Bible and Christianity. Jessica is
looking forward to using her past experiences to share God’s word with the children and youth in the
Champaign/Urbana community.

July Worship Schedule
Wesley United Methodist Church will offer one service in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. during the month of
July. Each Sunday in July we will enjoy special musical offerings, including a favorite hymn-sing, a “Wesley’s
Got Talent” worship service (contact Pastor Deborah if you’d like to participate by sharing your gifts!), and a
Jazz Service under the direction of Wesley’s choir director, Dr. Barrington Coleman. Any Sunday is a great time
to invite a friend or neighbor to join us for worship, but Sundays in July will be an especially wonderful time to
share our services, so be sure to invite someone to join us!

Interfaith Alliance Picnic
The Interfaith Alliance Picnic will be held
Sunday, July 28, from 4-6 pm at Crystal Lake
Park and you are invited! Individuals and
families are welcome to join friends and
neighbors from various faith communities
across C-U as we share food, fun,
fellowship, and conversation together. Our
meal will be potluck-style, so please bring a
dish or two to share, keeping in mind that
our Jewish and Muslim friends do not eat
pork products. The event is free and there
will be activities for both children and
adults. We look forward to seeing you
there!
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ESL Class and International Coffeehouse
The summer session of our ESL class and International Coffeehouse begins Friday, June 7th, and we invite you
to join us! The class meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m. each week in June and July, followed
by the coffeehouse gathering in the Etc. Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Students, visiting scholars, family
and community friends are invited to practice English, enjoy coffee, treats, and snacks, and learn about each
other’s cultures. Come sit where the world gathers around your table!

Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge Summer Schedule
The Etc. Coffeehouse is officially closed for the summer, but students are still welcome to use this space and
the Student Lounge for studying, reading, hanging out, etc., during regular building hours (Sunday through
Friday, 8am-5pm). You may bring your own food and drink, as we do not have volunteers to make coffee
during the summer, but please wash any dishes that you use. Help us keep the spaces neat and inviting for
everyone by picking up after yourself - we really appreciate it

Campus Ministry Calendar
Monday, July 1st, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Downstairs
Student-only Food Pantry – Offered the first
Monday of every month. We all need assistance
from time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or
someone you know. Students just need to bring
your student I.D.

4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International &
domestic students, visiting scholars and community
members are welcome to join us for coffee, snacks
and conversation as we practice English, make new
friends from around the world, & learn about each
other's cultures!

Friday, July 5th, 3:00 p.m., Conference Room
(and every Friday)

Sunday, July 7th, 9:30 a.m., Sanctuary
(and every Sunday)

ESL Class – We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice conversation,
listening & reading skills, and learn about American
individuals, culture, and history. It’s a free class for
international students, visiting scholars, family
members and community friends, so join us!

July Worship – Join us each Sunday in July at
9:30am for worship with a special musical theme.
We’ll enjoy a favorite hymn-sing, a “Wesley’s Got
Talent” worship service (contact Pastor Julie if
you’d like to participate by sharing your gifts!), and
a Jazz Service under the direction of Wesley’s choir
director, Dr. Barrington Coleman, on July 21st.
Invite your friends and join us!
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
EDUCATION EVENTS

We went to “Mars and Beyond” at VBS this year!
Thank you to all the families that were able to attend VBS this year!! We truly hope your children had a fun
experience with us and learned more about God’s love for us. We hope they can join us again next year! I also
want to give a huge thank you to all of our awesome VBS volunteers and leaders this year. This couldn’t have
been possible without you and thank you for making VBS a success this year.
Blessings,
Jessica Hunt
Director of Education and Youth

Summer Sunday School Schedule
The Education Committee wishes to recognize the hard work and dedication of our children’s teachers and has
decided to give them the month of July as a time for rest and renewal. We will not have children’s Sunday
School classes during the month of July. Childcare will continue to be offered each Sunday and Sunday School
will resume August 4th. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday School Fall Bash- Fun and games!
September 8 from 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Youth Group Summer Movie Night
Date and time TBA
Contact Jessica Hunt @ 217-372-8397 or jessicah@wesleyui.org for information.
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Get your new food pantry gear!
This Spring we decided it was time to freshen up our look and get new t-shirts! The new shirts were designed
by Dawn’s daughter, Sydney and they look great. Also, they are very comfortable to wear.
If you would like a new t-shirt for the summer, contact Katie at kthomas@wesleypantry.org to purchase one
for only $10. We have several sizes available. This is a great way to support the pantry and show pride for the
work we do for the community.
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Pantry Assistant: Katherine “Kat” Hinojosa
Kat is a University of Illinois senior studying Food Science and Nutrition with a
concentration in Dietetics. This summer Kat will be helping the food pantry
implement our new health initiative Nudges. She will be working on our nutrition
policy, putting together food bundles, finding recipes, and more. She has a passion
for nutrition and wellness. In her free time, she enjoys going to the gym and trying
out new food finds.

Donor Spotlight: Illinois Regional Alumni Association
– Phi Theta Kappa
On June 1, 2018 the Illinois Regional Alumni Association held their
annual state convention at Parkland College. As part of their annual
convention, this honor society for two-year colleges wanted to do a
service project. They asked their attendees to bring food or cash to
donate to the Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland College.
They collected 2 garden carts full of food and $300! Thank you,
Phi Theta Kappa!

Client Corner: Helping Hands
People often ask if we see the same clients at the food pantry
month after month. The easy answer is no. About 30% of our
visitors come regularly, about 25-30% are new to our pantries
each month. In between are those that come every few months
or when a situation like an unexpected medical bill or shorter
seasonal hours puts their budget in a tailspin.
We’ve come to know one of these clients at the Parkland pantry.
In the past few years, she has experienced medical problems that
have caused her limited mobility, the loss of her job, and financial
strain. Despite this, she is always positive and appreciative when she visits, catching us up on her progress as
her health has been on the mend. On a particularly busy Wednesday distribution, she arrived to a very
crowded waiting area and was happy to turn the tables. She volunteered as a shopper to get us through the
hectic afternoon. It was a great relief to have her willing and able to help!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations!
Abby Taylor graduated with her Masters in Social
Work on May 10th from Jane Addams School of
Social Work at the University of Illinois Chicago.
Her proud parents are Barb Hughes and John
Taylor.

Sympathy
To Wesley Member, Louise Rogers and family at
the death of her husband, David, on Monday,
May 27th at the age of 77. A Memorial Service was
held on Tuesday, June 4th with Rev. Dan King Crede
officiating.

Wesley Fall Seminar
“Guns and Society”
Sunday, September 22
2:00-4:30 pm
Watseka Lounge
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Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Crofton Coleman
Director of Christian Education and Youth Jessica Hunt | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Kevin Hays | Part-time Custodian Bong Cacho
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m.

Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight
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