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Invitation to Support Students on African 
Mission Experience 
 
Wesley members, alumni and friends are invited to help 
support Wesley students as they participate in Encounter 
Africa: A Friendship-Building Mission Journey, a month-
long trip through Zimbabwe, Zambia, and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. This mission experience is 
sponsored by the Wesley Foundation at Purdue and 
Friendly Planet Missiology, and will provide opportunities 
for participants to build friendships with African siblings by 
deeply listening to their stories and seeking authentic 
relationship and mutual understanding of each other’s 
contexts.  
 
Trip members will worship, pray, travel, work on projects 
and share adventures together as they grow closer to God 
and one other as an international body of Christ.  Rev. Glen 
Robyne, who grew up and served at Wesley, will co-lead 
the trip with Rev. Joseph Mulongo from the   
North Katanga Conference of the UMC, who visited Wesley 
with the N. Katanga UMC delegation in February. Three of 
Wesley’s peer ministers, Ave Rivera, Agrismary Santiago, 
and Kenny Smallhorn, will join students and alumni from 
Purdue to visit Africa University and local United Methodist 
churches, and serve in local organizations and agencies, 
and they are requesting your support. Money raised will 

not only make this trip possible for our students, but will 
also support African students, scouts, and local pastors 
who will travel with the group, and provide bicycles for 
church leaders to use in ministry after the completion of 
the trip.  If you would like to become a partner with this 
mission initiative, please mark your checks and/or 
envelopes for “African mission trip” and bring or send it to 
Wesley’s center office.  If you have questions or would like 
more information, please contact Pastor Julie 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org). Thank you! 
 
Meet Wesley’s New Director of 
Communications 
 

Blake Warman-Neal is 
originally from Charleston, 
Illinois. He has spent the last 
two years living in Urbana, 
Illinois working in Leasing, 
Marketing, and Advertising for 
two large student housing 
properties for American 
Campus Communities. 
Previously, he attended 

Eastern Illinois University where he earned a degree in 
Communication Studies with a focus in Public Relations.  

 
While attending Eastern, Blake sang in choir, wrote for the 
Daily Eastern Newspaper, and interned as a Social Media 
PR Analyst for WMCI radio station. In his free time Blake is 
an an avid cyclist, and he spends time with his wife 
Cheyenne and his three dogs. What Blake looks forward to 
most right now is warmer weather and spending the 
upcoming weeks getting to know the congregation and 
Wesley as a whole and coming up with new and innovative 
ways to promote Wesley’s message to the masse
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2019 Mississippi Habitat Mission Trip 

 
This year our group of eleven workers were treated to 
five days of sunny warm weather in Jonestown. It was a 
welcome relief from the long cold winter we had 
endured in Illinois.  
 
Our week started with some painting repairs.  All the 
ceilings had to be painted white and several of the walls 
in the rooms of the home we were working on needed a 
second coat of paint. After this we were able to begin 
our main job of laying ceramic tile in the home. Tiling 
was a new skill for most of the group but Mr. Lewis, a 
retired industrial arts teacher and local habitat. 
volunteer, got us started and then our group took over.  
 
By the end of the week we were able to completely 
finish laying tile in two bedrooms, nearly finish a third 
and completed two rows down the hallway all the way 
into what will be the kitchen and living room of the 
home. While most of the group worked on tiling, a few 
of the group worked on staining and putting 
polyurethane on door frames and boards that will be 
used for trim. Carl Fuller, the construction supervisor, 
was very pleased with our accomplishments and is 
confident that the new home owners Van, Juanita and 
their family, will be able to move in next March just 
before our group arrives for the 2020 trip.  
 

 
On Wednesday, our group took a break from tiling to 
explore the civil rights movement in Mississippi. We  
traveled to Jackson, where we toured the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum.  On the way we passed Parchman 
Prison, where freedom riders of the 1960’s were sent. 
On the way home, we visited the home of Medgar 
Evers, who was killed because of his work in the civil 
rights movement and we passed through Money, MS. 
which is where the Emmett Till murder took place. It 
was a very meaningful and educational day that led to 
much discussion that evening and throughout the rest 
of the week. 
 
Thursday evening, the Habitat Board and home owners 
treated us to a potluck dinner. The food was delicious 
and we enjoyed the opportunity to talk to and get to 
know these people.  For some of us, this was an 
opportunity to continue our civil rights explorations as 
one of the board members talked about her 
experiences demonstrating in Clarksdale with her 
daughters during the 60’s. After the potluck, the group 
went to the Ground Zero Blues Club in Clarksdale where 
we were entertained by several artists, including one 
from Champaign. The work we accomplished, our daily 
devotional discussions and our new knowledge and 
understanding of the civil rights movement, changed all 
of us in a way that is hard to explain and we want to 
again thank the congregation for their prayers, support, 
and donations that made it all possible. 

Front: Jean Flood, Paul Larsen, Ryan Larsen, Richard Flood  
Back: Sam Larsen, Linda Larsen, Ray Norton, Ann Spurgeon, Keith Hunter, David Mies, John Spurgeon 
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Last Day of Classes Celebration 
Students, international students, visiting scholars and 
friends are invited to join us in the Wesley Theater 
Wednesday, May 1st, at 7:00 p.m., for a Movie Night 
and Pizza Party as we celebrate the last day of classes.  
We’ll watch a couple of flicks, enjoy some tasty treats, 
and take a break from studying before finals begin.  
Bring some friends and celebrate with us! 
 
Reading Day Pancakes 
Students and members of the campus community are 
invited for pancakes and breakfast treats Thursday, May 
2nd, in the Etc. Coffeehouse, between 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m.  It’s just one of the ways Wesley will nourish and 
support you as you prepare for finals, so invite your 
friends and join us! 
 
Free Finals Snacks!  
The Wesley Student Center will provide a variety of free 
snacks for students in the Etc. Coffeehouse each day of 
finals, May 3-10, to keep you nourished and energized 
as you study for tests and write papers.  We have free 
Wi-Fi and excellent study spaces, so come by and stay 
awhile. We wish you the very best as you finish the 
semester! 
 
Pathway to Citizenship Presentation 
International students, visiting scholars, Wesley 
members and friends are invited to hear Gloria Yen, 
Director of the New American Welcome Center at the 
University YMCA, share about the citizenship process 
and resources available to international visitors and 
immigrants in our community on Friday, May 3rd, in 
Watseka Lounge at 5:00 p.m.  She will discuss the 
naturalization process and eligibility requirements, and 
have information about how people can get connected 
to the appropriate assistance (citizenship classes, 

attorneys, etc).  Everyone is welcome! Please share this 
opportunity with friends and neighbors who could 
benefit from her presentation. 
 
Late Night with Wesley!  
Students are welcome to study for finals in the  
Etc. Coffeehouse and student lounge during extended 
building hours Sunday, May 5th through Wednesday, 
May 8th.  The Wesley Student Center will remain open 
until 1:00am each evening and provide special 
“midnight munchies” from 10pm-12am.  Check our 
Facebook page for more information! 
  
International Coffeehouse End-of-Year Cookout 
All students, visiting scholars, family and friends are 
invited to the last gathering of the International 
Coffeehouse for the semester Friday, May 10th, from 
4:00-6:00 p.m.   We’ll enjoy burgers, hot dogs, veggie 
options, and all the sides & fixings of an excellent 
cookout!  Bring some friends and let’s celebrate the end 
of the school year together! International Coffeehouse 
will resume Friday, June 7th. 
 

Etc. Coffeehouse and Student 
Lounge 
The Etc. Coffeehouse and 
Student Lounge will officially 
close May 11th for the 
summer, but students are still 
welcome to use the spaces 
for studying, reading, etc., 
during regular building hours 

(Sunday through Friday, 8am-5pm).  Coffee will not be 
available, but you are welcome to bring your own food 
and drink. Please help us keep these areas neat and 
inviting by cleaning up after yourself - we really do 
appreciate it! 
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Thursday, May 2nd, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Etc. 
Coffeehouse 
Reading Day Pancakes – Get a nutritious start to 
finals week by filling up with pancakes and all the 
fixin’s!  It’s good fuel for reading, studying, & 
writing, so invite some friends and join us! 
 
Friday, May 3rd – Friday, May 10, all day 
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will provide a variety of 
free snacks every day in the Etc. Coffeehouse to 
help students stay energized for studying, reading, 
and writing. Good luck with finals! 
 
11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the 
coffeehouse for our last lunch of the semester!   
We’ll enjoy one more time to gather as a 
community as finals kick off and we celebrate 
those who are graduating! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3:00 p.m., Conference Room  
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through 
advanced students as we practice English and learn 
about American culture.  Friday, May 3rd, will be 
our last class of the semester.  ESL classes will 
resume at the same time on Friday, June 7th. 
 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse  
International Coffeehouse – All students, visiting 
scholars and community members are welcome to 
join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we 
practice English, make new friends & learn about 
each other's cultures! 
 
Sunday, May 5, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & 
Great Hall (and every Sunday) 
Sunday worship 
 
Sunday, May 5th  -  Wednesday, May 8th, 10:00 
p.m. – 1:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse/Student 
Lounge 
Late Night with Wesley – Students are invited to 
study in our spaces during extended building hours 
and enjoy “midnight munchies” from 10pm-12am. 
 
Monday, May 6th, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Downstairs 
Student-only Food Pantry – Offered the first 
Monday of every month.  We all need assistance 
from time to time… Wesley is here to help you, or 
someone you know.  Students just need to bring 
your student I.D. 
 
Friday, May 10th, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
International Coffeehouse – End-of-Year Cookout!  
All students, visiting scholars, friends and family 
members are invited to join us for an end-of-the-
year cookout!  Burgers, dogs, veggie options, and 
more will be provided as we celebrate our last 
spring gathering. 
 



pg. 5 
 

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
APRIL – JUNE, 2019 
EDUCATION EVENTS 

 
 
BABYSITTING - Saturday, May 4th and June 1st    
 
Free babysitting for Wesley families only: 
           
All times are from 4-7pm.  Please drop your children off in Room 127. 
Snacks, dinner and entertainment will be provided. 
 
Please text Ms. Rachel at 621-6984 to RSVP 
 
EASTER SERVICE 
 
8:50  Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
 
9:00  Children join their families for Easter brunch.  Please bring a dish to share. 
 
9:45  Egg Hunt for infants thru 5th graders 

If the weather is nice we will be outside on the Green Street lawn, otherwise it will be in the Watseka 
Lounge. 

 
10:00  Children rehearse with the choir. 
 
10:30  Combined Easter Worship service 
 
 
FAMILY FUN EVENT – Sunday, May 19th – Noon to 2pm 
 
All Wesley families and visitors are invited to meet on the Green Street lawn at noon, for lunch and games! 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – June 10th -14th – 9am to 1pm 
 
VBS is open to all children ages 3 years – 5th grade.  All children must be potty 
trained. 
 
This complimentary VBS will feature music, Bible stories, art, science, outside 
games and lunch! 
 
Please RSVP to Ms. Rachel at 621-6984 by May 31st. 

     
    Attendance will be capped at 30 students. 
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Client Corner: 

At the evening pantry, a volunteer shops along and interacts with each family that comes for food. "Be welcoming and 
chat like you've run into a friend at the grocery store," is the instruction given for this task. Regular volunteers talk about 
how much they enjoy and learn from getting to know the people they are helping. Frequent volunteer Janet de Jong 
spent some time in February shopping with a new visitor to the pantry.  

 

This woman had just moved to town to be closer to her adult son while dealing with some health issues. She told us she 
was still getting settled in and was happy we were here as a resource.  While they were shopping, she told Janet that she 
had been to the hospital earlier in the day and was feeling a little light-headed. They took their time, sitting for a while, 
and Janet helped her with a cold towel and conversation until they could finish shopping. 

 

 This left such a lasting impression on our shopper that when she returned in March, she made sure to tell us all about 
how Janet made her feel and how kindly she had been treated. Thank you, Janet, for not only chatting but listening and 
truly treating this guest like a friend you saw at the grocery store.  

 

Donor Spotlight: Junior League of Champaign Urbana 

As a project partner, the women of JLCU have donated their time and treasure to the 
Wesley Food Pantry over the last few months.  They did a back to school fundraiser to help 
buy school supplies for our August school supply give away to children.   

They have volunteered at several food pantry distributions. This past month they awarded 
us a $5000 grant to help with the cost of groceries.  Thank you JLCU for your generous 
support and nourishing our neighbors in need! 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Sympathy to Katie Thomas and family at the death of 
her Aunt, Rosa Uribe, on April 3rd, at the age of 67.  She 
lived in Melrose Park, IL. 
 

Please Note:  The UMW plant sale scheduled for           
May 5th is cancelled for this year.  

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  
When you buy coffee, tea, and 
chocolate products at Coffee Hour, 
you are making a donation to 
UMCOR.  The company we buy 
those products from donates a 
portion to UMCOR.   Thanks.   
 

  
 

 

May Friendship Day 
Church Women United presents May Friendship Day at 
the Mennonite Church, 902 W. Springfield, Urbana 
from  6:00-8:00 pm Friday  May 3, 2019. The program 
will focus on "agree to differ, resolve to love, united to 
serve".    Connect Evelyn Denzin 367-0643 for more 
information.     

 

 

Message from 
Administrative Staff 
 
Thank you Wesley folks for 
all the beautiful  cards, 
flowers, and treats during 
Professional Administrative 
Week.  It is nice to be so 
appreciated. Donna Giffen, 
Rachel Wolfe, & Bonnie 
Taylor 

 

    

 
 

 

UMW General Program May 1st 

The UMW General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 1st at 6:30 p.m. in the 
West Lounge.  
 
Kelli Kemper, co-leader of Austin’s Place Women’s Homeless Shelter will present the 
program. Fellowship and refreshments are at 6:00 p.m. before the meeting.  All are 
welcome to attend and if childcare is needed please contact Virginia Dickey at 
Vdickey88@gmail.com. 

 

2019 Family Festival 
 
Mark your calendars and join us for the 2019 Family Festival on May 19th from 
12pm to 2pm. This is event will feature FREE Admission, FREE Food, and FREE Fun for the whole family! Activities 
included will be a Soda Ring Toss, Family Polaroid Picture with Costumes, Face Painting and more!
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Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Crofton Coleman  
Director of Christian Education and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith  
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor  
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson |Director of Communications Blake Warman-Neal |  
Campus Ministry Intern Skyler Przygoda | Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas |  
Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow  
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Kevin Hays | Part-time Custodian Bong Cacho 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young  
 
 
Sunday Services 
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
Building Hours 
Sunday - Thursday 

 open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.  
Friday, Saturday 

open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight 


