
  

  
 
Ash Wednesday Service, March 6th 
Everyone is welcome to gather in Wesley’s Sanctuary for a quiet and reflective service for 
healing and wholeness, led by our students, Wednesday, March 6th, at 7:00 p.m., with 
refreshments to follow in the Etc. Coffeehouse.  Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-
workers to join us as we begin the observance of the Lenten season together. 

 

 
 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Students, Wesley folks, and community friends are invited to join us for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
March 5th, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., in the Etc. Coffeehouse.  For just $5.00, you can enjoy pancakes with lots of delicious 
toppings, along with great fellowship as we raise funds to support students who will visit Africa for a month-long mission 
experience this summer.  

  

 

Lenten Study 
Thursdays March 7th – April 11th (March 21st No Class) at 10:15 A.M. in the Conference 
Room  
Lent provides time for us to repent from what we’ve done and to heal a broken relationship 
with ourselves or our loved ones. Lent is an inward journey of desiring to be more Christ-like 
as well as an outward journey of being an agent of God’s compassion for the world. 
 
Here is the invitation for all of you through “Forty Days and Forty Nights” drawing from Gail 
Ramshaw's book. Gail Ramshaw is a scholar of liturgical language and retired Professor of 
Religion at La Salle University. She is one of today’s most important and influential thinkers 
about liturgy including the contemporary study of religion. In light of her Lenten Study, you 
will explore treasures Old and New with a biblical image for each day in a meditative format. 
There are enriching reflections on ashes, treasure, mountain, outsider, clothing, battle, 
water, and many more images. Each day’s devotion includes a biblical citation, meditation, 

prayer, Bible reading, and hymn text.  
 
Books are available in the Center Office for $2.25. If you'd like to read along but can’t join us for the discussion group, let 
me (Pastor Deborah Kang: dkang@wesleyui.org) know, and I will prepare for enough books for everyone. Bring your 
friends. All are welcome. 
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Contribute Easter Lilies to the Sanctuary this season 
The annual fundraiser for Sanctuary decorations is here. Until Palm Sunday, April 14th, you can 
donate funds for purchasing Easter lilies in honor or memory of someone you love. Your name and 
those you list will be featured in an insert on Easter.  
 
Forms will be inserted to the Church Bulletins starting Sunday, March 17th. You can also access a 
form online at wesleyui.org/easterflowers, which you can download, fill out, and bring into Church 
with you either on a Sunday or throughout the week to the Center Office along with your donation. 
 

Suggested donation per lily is $15 or more. Thank you all. We will be freshening up more decorations this summer as 
well as producing some new unique banners for the Sanctuary. Please be generous! 

 

Lenten Offering – Spring 2019 

Wesley’s Social Action Ministry team has selected two recipients for this year’s special Lenten 
Offering: Our Conference, Our Kids and National Justice For Our Neighbors. 
 
Our Conference, Our Kids is a UMC Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) initiative to establish 
an endowment for the spiritual life programs at each of the conference’s five child welfare 
agencies, including The Baby Fold (Normal), Chaddock School (Quincy), Cunningham Children’s 
Home (Urbana), Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House (East St. Louis), and Spero Family 
Services (Mt. Vernon).  Creating an endowment will help each agency to keep spiritual life 
ministries as a pillar in their holistic care for children and families, even in times of uncertain 
state funding. 
 

These ministries bring much needed help in a variety of ways to families across generations and circumstances, offering 
expert and compassionate care to families so that they can thrive.  The Our Conference, Our Kids endowment will be 
used to finance this vital spiritual ministry that transforms the lives of our children and youth, many of whom come from 
the counties within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
 
On March 17th, the Rev. Gay King Crede will join us during our regular Wesley services to share stories about her 

interactions with youth at Cunningham Children’s Home, where she serves as Chaplain. She will provide insights about 

the ministries at all five of the conference’s child welfare agencies, and how they offer opportunities for those who have 

experienced childhood trauma to know God, provide a Christian atmosphere for healing, and impart a sense of family 

where none existed before. 

National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON) is a United Methodist Immigration Ministry, supporting a hospitality ministry 
that welcomes immigrants by providing free or low-cost, expert immigration legal services to low-income immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers.  NJFON also advocates for immigration laws that are just, humane and righteous, and 
offers education to communities of faith and to the public. 
 
The Justice for Our Neighbors network provides immigration legal assistance at 19 locations supporting over 50 clinics 
across the country.  “We help our vulnerable and marginalized neighbors attain authorization to work and live with 
dignity. We reunite them with their families after years of separation. We enable men, women and children to escape 
horrific violence and find safety and refuge here in the United States.” 
 
The Social Action Ministry team asks you to prayerfully consider making a special offering this Lenten Season to support 
these two worthwhile organizations.  Checks may be made out to Wesley UMC and designated for the Lenten Offering. 
 

 

https://www.igrc.org/ocok
http://njfon.org/


 

Resources for Your Lenten Journey 
The 2019 Lenten season begins Wednesday, March 6th, with Ash Wednesday.  Wesley students will lead us in a worship 
service that evening at 7pm in the Sanctuary, but for many people, daily devotionals also play an important part in their 
individual Lenten journey.  Wesley will provide a variety of resources this Lenten season to support and encourage your 
personal spiritual reflection and growth.  Several of these will be available in the back of the Sanctuary and in the Center 
Office beginning Sunday, March 3rd.  Other resources may be found online for those with Kindle/e-readers.  A full list of 
suggestions will be shared at the beginning of the season, but here are a few suggestions to get you started: 
 
For young adults, adults, and parents: Uncluttered: A Lenten Devotional For the Overcrowded Life by Katherine L. 
Fischer  
This devotional is available only on Kindle. 
https://www.amazon.com/Uncluttered-Lenten-Devotional-Overcrowded-Life-
ebook/dp/B06XDVN3HW/ref=sr_1_23?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549488887&sr=1-
23&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011 
 
Daily Guideposts: 40 Devotions for Lent by Guideposts 
A traditional Lenten devotional, available in paperback and on Kindle. 
https://www.amazon.com/Daily-Guideposts-40-Devotions-Lent-
ebook/dp/B01EXMTENO/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549487207&sr=1-
5&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011  
 
For older adults: Easter Reflections: Devotions for Lent by Peter Caligiuri  
Written by a volunteer chaplain, this devotional is available in paperback and on Kindle. 
 https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Reflections-Devotions-Peter-Caligiuri-
ebook/dp/B079GNS4XV/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549486845&sr=1-
3&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011  

 
 

Active Phase of the Wesley Capital Campaign Comes to a Close 
The Wesley Capital Campaign was launched in 2013 to preserve our almost century-old Social 
Center. Literally hundreds of individuals gave generously of their time, talents, and gifts allowing us to 
make significant improvements to our historic facility. With total contributions just under $1.2 million, 
donors represented members of the church (57%) along with current students and a wide range of 
geographically diverse alumni and friends (43%).  
 
Thank you to Capital Campaign Chair, Susan Haney, and to all who made this possible! Recognition of 
this milestone was held during worship on Sunday, February 10th, followed by a celebration during 

Coffee Hour. Although the active phase of the Campaign is over, payment towards unfulfilled pledges is still being 
accepted along with additional gifts. Please direct questions to Wesley Accountant, Bonnie Taylor, at 217-344-1120 
(bonnie@wesleyui.org).  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&text=Katherine+L.++Fischer&search-alias=digital-text&field-author=Katherine+L.++Fischer&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&text=Katherine+L.++Fischer&search-alias=digital-text&field-author=Katherine+L.++Fischer&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/Uncluttered-Lenten-Devotional-Overcrowded-Life-ebook/dp/B06XDVN3HW/ref=sr_1_23?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549488887&sr=1-23&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Uncluttered-Lenten-Devotional-Overcrowded-Life-ebook/dp/B06XDVN3HW/ref=sr_1_23?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549488887&sr=1-23&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Uncluttered-Lenten-Devotional-Overcrowded-Life-ebook/dp/B06XDVN3HW/ref=sr_1_23?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549488887&sr=1-23&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&text=Guideposts&search-alias=digital-text&field-author=Guideposts&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/Daily-Guideposts-40-Devotions-Lent-ebook/dp/B01EXMTENO/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549487207&sr=1-5&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Daily-Guideposts-40-Devotions-Lent-ebook/dp/B01EXMTENO/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549487207&sr=1-5&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Daily-Guideposts-40-Devotions-Lent-ebook/dp/B01EXMTENO/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549487207&sr=1-5&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Peter-Caligiuri/e/B00UW0OTZK/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Reflections-Devotions-Peter-Caligiuri-ebook/dp/B079GNS4XV/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549486845&sr=1-3&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Reflections-Devotions-Peter-Caligiuri-ebook/dp/B079GNS4XV/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549486845&sr=1-3&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Reflections-Devotions-Peter-Caligiuri-ebook/dp/B079GNS4XV/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549486845&sr=1-3&keywords=lenten+devotional&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
mailto:bonnie@wesleyui.org


Honoring Judith Unger 
Wesley’s Social Action Ministry committee was pleased to 
announce at the Feb. 3rd service that Judith Unger is this 
year’s recipient of the Jean Cramer Heuerman Peace with 
Justice Award. 
 
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace with Justice Award was 
established in 1999 to honor Pastor Jean’s legacy, and to 
encourage others to do likewise. Pastor Jean was a senior 
pastor at Wesley who was known as a passionate advocate 
for peace and justice.  The awardees’ names appear on a 
plaque that hangs in Watseka Lounge.  Pastor Jean has also 
been memorialized with a rose bush planted in her honor 
next to the Peace Pole outside the Wesley courtyard.  
 
If Jean were still with us, she would remind us that social 
justice is profoundly biblical. She would point to the words 
of the Old Testament prophets and the way Jesus 
challenged the oppression of women, strangers, the poor 
and the sick.  She would push us to challenge unjust 
systems that harm, exploit and fail those who are most 
vulnerable.  She would remind us that social justice 
ministry happens “out there” more than it happens “in 
here.” 
 
Judith Unger has served the cause of peace and justice as a 
hospital social worker. She has served that cause as a 
member of Wesley. She has served that cause in the wider 
church and community. She has advocated for the 
reconciling work in the church.  She has done much of this 
behind the scenes by being aware, caring, persistent, and 
effective. 
 
Judith’s career as a social worker warrants attention on its 
own. She served as the Director of Social Work Services at 

three different hospitals in three different communities. 
She was named “Social Worker of the Year” by the 
National Association of Social Workers.  In addition, she 
served as adjunct faculty for several schools of social work. 
 
You might have first known Judith when she was here at 
Wesley in the late 70s and early 80s, during her husband 
Paul’s ministry here. She returned with Paul in retirement 
in 2006 and has made a difference in many ways 
since.  This award highlights Judith’s contributions towards 
peace with justice. 
 
First of all, Judith has been a rock within the Social Action 
Ministry team. She’s kept the committee aware of issues in 
the larger church and the local community; been the 
institutional memory; produced documents from her files 
when needed; spoken up when ideas were needed; and 
helped identify Peace with Justice speakers. 
 
But Judith has been a leader in many other ways as well. 
For a decade, she coordinated community resource tables 
for monthly food distribution nights for the Wesley Food 
Pantry. She’s been part of week-long Habitat for Humanity 
trips to Mississippi and tutored for Project Read and ESL. 
 
In 2016, Judith spear-headed Wesley’s “Can We Talk” 
conversations to help bridge divisions and promote 
discussion following the election.  She’s been a part of 
reconciling efforts for years in the larger church, serving at 
the conference level on a board for Reconciling United 
Methodists of Illinois. She has closely followed the Way 
Forward process leading to the recent General Conference 
and helped lead a recent series to inform and instigate 
conversation within Wesley. 
 
Finally, at a time when our world is inclined to build walls, 
Judith has worked to build bridges to other faiths through 
the local Interfaith Alliance. As an officer with the group, 
she’s helped to organize community-wide interfaith 
gatherings, such as an annual Thanksgiving event. 
 
There are many more examples of her leadership, but 
these are the ones she is being honored for with the Jean 
Cramer Heuerman Peace with Justice Award.  It seems 
appropriate to close with the same Jane Addams quote 
Judith ends all of her emails with: “The good we secure for 
ourselves is precarious and uncertain until it is secured for 
all of us and incorporated into our common life.” 
 
Judith will be missed, but we know that Wesley’s doors 
have opened wider because of her. 

 



Wesley's wonderful Skinner pipe organ will be 100 
years old.   
Did you know that Wesley’s Skinner pipe organ will be turning 100 

years old soon? We would love to celebrate this special occasion in 

our church. We are organizing a group of people to help plan a 

centennial celebration! If you have any ideas, or would like to help us 

plan a fun event, please contact Ed Friedl.  

 

 
Be part of the response when natural disaster strikes. 
Early Response Team training March 30th 
Spontaneous volunteers are not allowed into most disaster areas in 
the early days following an incident, but UMCOR-trained Early 
Response Teams are. You can be a part of one within the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference through training on Saturday, March 30th, at First 
United Methodist Church in Champaign. 
 
ERT’s are not first responders, but are allowed into damaged areas as 

soon as they are accessible. ERT’s are trained to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. They 
work to prevent further damage to survivors’ homes through tarping, debris removal or cleaning out flooded homes. 
They also are trained to be keenly aware of emotional needs and know the disaster belongs to the local community. 
ERT’s are first and foremost present “to do no harm” and assist families during a deeply traumatic time.  
 
The training will run from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. on March 30th. The signup deadline is March 22nd and the cost is $40. For 
more information and to sign up: www.igrc.org/disasterresponse 
 
 

Equal Exchange Coffee 
After seven years of paying the same prices for the Fair Trade products we sell at 
Coffee Hour, prices will be increasing a bit beginning in March. This is because our 
supplier is charging us more. We will still only charge what our cost to them is.  
 
For those of you who don’t know, our supplier of coffee, tea, and chocolate is a for 
profit, worker owned cooperative. Equal Exchange’s mission is “to build long term 
trade partnerships that are economically just and environmentally sound, to foster 
mutually beneficial relationships between farmers and consumers and to 
demonstrate through their success the contribution of worker cooperatives and Fair 
Trade to a more equitable, democratic and sustainable world”.  
 
Fair Trade is a way of doing business that ultimately aims to keep small farmers an active part of the world marketplace 
and aims to empower consumers to make purchases that support Fair Trade values.  
 
For each # of Fair Trade products that Methodists purchase through Equal Exchange’s UMCOR Coffee Project, 15 cents 
per pound goes to UMCOR’s Small Farmers Fund. To learn more, see equalexchange.coop.  Thank you for supporting this 
project over the years. (By the way, the coffee that we serve at Coffee Hour comes from Equal Exchange.)  
 
Sue Kiddoo 
 

 

http://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse


 

Midweek Worship 
We invite students to join us in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse every Wednesday at 7:00p.m. for 
snacks and conversation, followed by casual 
worship with communion.  Bring your friends, take 
a break from the study grind, and make space to 
connect with others and with God. 
 

 

Friday with Friends Lunch  
Students, faculty, and members of the campus 
community are invited to join us each week for our 
Friday with Friends Lunch!  Gather with friends in 
the Etc. Coffeehouse between 11:00am-1:30pm for 
soups, sandwiches, and other tasty treats.  It’s a 
great way to end the week with friends! 

 

 

Grad Student Book Study 
Grad students and young adults meet every 
Tuesday in the Student Lounge to make 
connections with others across disciplines and to 
engage in conversation around our book study.  
 
We’re currently reading Shane Claiborne’s The 
Irresistible Revolution, in anticipation of his April 
visit to Wesley. Questions?  Email Michael 
Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org 
   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Spring ESL Class & International Coffeehouse 
The class meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m. each Friday, 
followed by the International Coffeehouse gathering in Etc. from             
4:00-6:00 p.m.  American and international students, visiting scholars, 
family, and community friends are invited to join us as we enjoy coffee and 
snacks, practice English, make new friends, and learn about each other’s 
cultures! 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:gradstudy@wesleyui.org


March 1-2, Lake Williamson Christian Center, Carlinville 
Now! Senior High Youth Retreat – Join Pastor Julie for the annual senior high retreat to connect with students, share 
about Wesley Foundations, and provide a trail mix bar for participants. 
 
Friday, March 1, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends!  It’s a great way to celebrate the end of the 
week & the start of your weekend! 
 
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday) 
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American culture. 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) 
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community members, 
are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends & learn about each 
other's cultures. 
 
Sunday, March 3, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Great Hall (and every Sunday) 
Traditional and Contemporary Sunday worship services 
 
Monday, March 4, 4:00-5:00 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Monday) 
Impact Small Group – Join peer ministers, Ave and Kenny, as they lead us in reading and discussing the book, The 
Irresistible Revolution, by Shane Claiborne.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m. - Downstairs 
Student-only Food Pantry – offered the first Monday of every month.  We all need assistance from time to time… Wesley 
is here to help!  Students just need to bring your student I.D. 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Just $5.00 for pancakes and all the toppings!  Bring friends and join us for this annual 
tradition in the coffeehouse as we support students travelling to Africa! 
 
8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Tuesday) 
Grad Student Book Study - Make connections with others across disciplines and share great conversation around books.  
Questions? Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 
Wednesday, March 6, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary  
Ash Wednesday Service at Midweek – Join us in the Sanctuary for a quiet and reflective service of healing and wholeness 
as we begin the observance of the season of Lent. 
 
Friday, March 8 & Saturday, March 9 
Mission Possible – Students are invited to help us welcome youth groups from across the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
as we partner for a mission weekend with Cunningham Children’s Home.  We’ll serve a meal, lead a tour of Wesley, and 
facilitate a packaging event for youth on Friday evening at 6pm, and again on Saturday afternoon at 3:30pm.  Let Pastor 
Julie know if you’d like to help! 
 
Wednesday, March 13, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and March 27) 
Midweek Worship – Students are invited to join us for casual worship each week as we explore faith, deepen 
friendships, and take time to connect with one another and with God. (On March 13th only, we’ll meet at 6:30 p.m. to 
carpool to Cunningham Children’s Home to help lead worship.) 
 
Saturday, March 16 – Sunday, March 24- University of Illinois Spring Break – enjoy your vacation and have a great week! 



Children’s and Youth Ministry 
 

SUNDAYS 
 
Nursery Care from 8:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years 
First Sunday Infant – 6 years 
 
Church School classes for children 3 years to 5th grade 
are offered at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 127A and   127B 
during the service. 
 
Childcare for children 3 years to 5th grade is offered at 
11:00 a.m. in Rooms 127 A and 127 B during the adult 
Sunday School and the 11:15 a.m. contemporary church 
service. 

 
 
 
Middle-Senior Youth Ministry 
Junior High students are encouraged to attend worship 
with their families. Stay tuned for upcoming Fall 
activities! 
 
Please call or text Ms. Rachel with questions at          
217-621-6984. 
 
The Senior High Youth Group will now meet the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Sundays of the month in the Conference 
Room. The youth can go to class after Children’s Time in 
the Traditional Service.

 
 

 

Trivia Night, Saturday, March 2nd, 5-7 p.m.  
Come with a team of 5-6 people for a fun evening of a trivia 
competition!  We will gather in the Great Hall and have a light 
complimentary dinner and dive into our competition!  Prizes are 
awarded to the winning team and childcare is provided. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Three ways to support the Spring Break 

Habitat Mission Trip to Jonestown, 

Mississippi,                March 17 – 23, 2019 

1) Come with us.  It is not too late to register for the trip.  

No construction experience is necessary and the cost will be 

less than $100 for the entire week.  Participants will have the 

opportunity to learn new skills, strengthen their faith through 

daily devotions, learn more about the civil rights movement in 

Mississippi and most importantly help change the life of the 

new home owner. Talk to John Spurgeon at church or phone (847-609-5253) or email him - 

jaspurgeon@aol.com to register or ask questions. 

2) Donate.  Your donations are greatly appreciated and will help make the trip more affordable for all participants.  

John will be available to take your donations between services beginning February 17th.  One can also donate 

during the service by making their check payable to the Mississippi Mission fund.  

3) Pray for us.  Your prayers for our safety, success and for the new home owner are important and they do make a 

difference.  

 

mailto:jaspurgeon@aol.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Congratulations! 
To Wesley Custodian, Bong and 
his wife Elvira Cacho, at the birth 
of their daughter, Meghan, on 
Tuesday, 5th. She weighed 4.5 
lbs. Big sister is 7 year old 
Sophia.    
 
 

 

New Address 
Rev. Joseph Peacock 
Oak Gables Care Center 
525 Fairview Ave. South, Room 173 
St. Paul, MN  55116-1598 
Phone:   651-695-4772 (Joe prefers calls). 
Email:   8858jp@gmail.com 
 

 

Sympathy 
to the family of long time Wesley member, Virginia 
Guthrie, who died on Tuesday, January 22nd, at the age 
of 103.  She lived in Bloomington, Illinois.  A memorial 
service will be held for her at Wesley sometime this 
summer.   
 

Sympathy 
to Brenda Thompson at the death of her sister, Lunelle 
Turner, on Wednesday, January 23rd, at the age of 85. 
She lived in North Carolina.  
 

Sympathy 
to Rachel Wolfe at the death of her Grandmother, 
Gwendolyn Watson, on Sunday, February 3rd, at the age 
of 83.  She lived in Lampasas, Texas.  

 
 

Get Well Wishes 
Wesley Alum, Lloyd Helper, recently had a stroke and 
would appreciate cards from Wesley Friends at:   
Lemay Avenue Health & Rehab Facility 
4824 S. Lemay, Room 1201 
Ft. Collins, CO  80525 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for your Support 
At the 2019 MLK Day Yoga Love Raiser the Daily Bread 
Yoga community raised approximately $800, so each 
congregation will receive $115 in support of your food 
pantry or other social ministries. We are grateful and 
inspired by your humble and dedicated ministry, 
supporting vulnerable people in our community. 
  

Rachel Bass-Guennewig 
 

Saturday, April 13th 
9am – Noon   

Contact Donna Giffen at 
 donna@wesleyui.org if you can help. 

mailto:8858jp@gmail.com
mailto:donna@wesleyui.org


 

 
 
 

  

Donor Spotlight: Rotary Club of Champaign 
Thank you to the Rotary Club of Champaign for presenting the Wesley Food Pantry with one of their monthly Rotary Cup 
proceeds.  Their $373 contribution will help many families in need put food on the table. Thank you! 
 
 
 

Welcome to Wesley 
On a recent Sunday morning, a church member 
approached me to share a client story.  She related 
that she and another church member were in line at a 
grocery store and chatting about the food pantry.  The 
cashier overheard them and said that they had been to 
the Wesley Food Pantry.  She expressed that she had 
felt welcome and treated with dignity at the food 
pantry. 
 
This was very gratifying to hear.  At the Wesley Food 
Pantry, we strive to make sure that all our pantry 
guests receive a Wesley Welcome.  We want them to feel like friends visiting a familiar place at which they belong.  We 
are, after all, in this together.   Thank you to all our volunteers who help us create a warm and welcoming atmosphere.   
 
  



 
Wesley Food Pantry Participates in two MLK Celebration Events. 

From the University of Illinois School of Social Work Facebook page: “Poverty is 
a reality for many individuals and families; Unless you have experienced poverty, 
it's difficult to truly understand. In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King's advocacy 
work around poverty issues, the School of Social Work, in partnership with the 
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, invites students, 
faculty, staff, and the community members to engage in a poverty simulation that 
bridges the gap from misconception to understanding in an interactive immersion 
experience. The goal of the simulation is to promote poverty awareness, increase 
understanding, and inspire local change by sensitizing participants to the realities 
of poverty.”   

 
The Wesley Food Pantry once again participated this year and had the chance to address the participants. We shared 
with them our experience assisting families facing poverty. 
 

 
On January 21st, Parkland College and the Wesley Food Pantry hosted a day 
of service event in honor of MLK day. Over 60 Parkland staff, students and 
visitors repackaged 1600 pounds of oats and rice.  Thank you to all who 
came out to serve our community. 
  
 
 

 
 

How far do your donations stretch at the Wesley Food Pantry? 
Both the Parkland and Evening pantries have had a wide selection of food items this past month.  We have dried prunes, 
dried cherries, frozen blueberries, frozen beef, quinoa, and coconut water to name a few.  We do not often have these 
items in abundance but this month we do.    
After one of our shoppers thanked us profusely for a large bag of quinoa because she would not have been able to buy 
that on her budget, we got to thinking, “How 
much would some of these items cost at the 
grocery store?” Dawn, while shopping, looked at 
the prices and it turns out these items cost quite 
a bit actually. Guests at the pantry this month 
can receive items list on the chart:  
 
The total cost of the items if purchased at the 
store is $128.92. It is our partnerships with Eastern Illinois Foodbank and Midwest Foodbank, which allow us to provide 
interesting and nutritious items like these at a very low cost per client.  Many of the listed items are free commodity 
food we receive from the Eastern Illinois Foodbank.   Our operations manager, Dawn, picked up the quinoa and coconut 
water free at the Midwest Foodbank.   
 
Small monetary donations are stretched each month to make a big impact for our clients.  

 

 



Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Crofton Coleman  
Director of Christian Education and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith  
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman  
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor  
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson | Interim Communications Coordinator and Campus Ministry Intern |  
Skyler Przygoda |Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow  
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Kevin Hays | Part-time Custodian Bong Cacho 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young  
 
 
Sunday Services 
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m. 

 
 
Building Hours 
Sunday - Thursday 
 open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.  
Friday, Saturday 

open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight 


