SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2nd

WESLEY ADVENT OFFERING

4:00-5:30 p.m. – Making Christmas ornaments to
decorate the tree in Watseka….
5:30-6:30 p.m. – Sharing a complimentary light
sandwich dinner in the Great Hall….
6:30-7:00 p.m. – Watching the children in their
Christmas Pageant in the Sanctuary!

The Wesley Social Action Ministry has designated
the CU Men’s Shelter and the UMC Refugee
Response Global Advance Special to share the
proceeds from our 2018 Advent Offering. Your
contributions are invited during Advent,
December 2 – 31 to support these local and global
ministries. Keep reading to find out more
about these ministries.

ADVENT OFFERING PART I:
CU MEN’S SHELTER
The CU Men’s Shelter exists to provide a warm
and welcome space for our neighbors who have
no place to stay during the winter nights.
Last year, during over 4.5 months of operation,
they provided 5,069 nights of shelter to 187
different people, averaging 38 people a night a considerable increase over the previous year.
The CU Men’s Shelter is administered by Faith
United Methodist Church. The shelter has a
distinct Board of Directors and hires its own
staff—many of whom have backgrounds in the
life experiences of our friends without an
address.
The shelter began in 2016 through a collaboration of community organizations and individuals in response
to the need in Champaign County for an emergency shelter for men struggling with homelessness. As the
winter temperatures began to dip, Faith United Methodist Church, First Presbyterian Church, CU@Home, The
United Way, New Covenant Fellowship, and others partnered to provide a safe and warm space for our
neighbors. At that time, the shelter was housed at First Presbyterian Church five nights and at Faith UMC for
2 nights.
In 2017, the shelter was incorporated as a 501(c)3 organization and named the CU Men’s Shelter. The
Shelter was then housed at New Covenant Fellowship from November 20 through March 31.
In 2018, the Shelter is deepening the partnership with CU@Home and moving into their new location
at the TIMES Center (70 E. Washington St, Champaign). This move will allow them to house more people
each night, to do so more economically, and to be a greater resource to this most vulnerable population. They
have extended their dates of operation in anticipation of the weather to include November 9th to March 31st.
Long-term, the Shelter is working with CU@Home to find a year-round option for emergency shelter
for men along with the Phoenix Drop-In Center. Their aim is to provide a safe, warm, and welcoming space to
our neighbors.
Want to learn more? Visit their website at http://www.champaignfaith.org/men-s-shelter

Longest Night Service

Because not everyone experiences the joy of the Christmas season, Wesley will offer the
Longest Night Service on Sunday, December 16th, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This
simple and reflective worship service is a place to share sacred space with others living through
difficult times, and an opportunity to experience comfort and hope when Christmas hurts. You
are invited to attend for yourself, or on behalf of someone you’d like to remember this
season. A brief time of fellowship with light refreshments will follow the service.

ADVENT OFFERING PART II: UMCOR Refugee Response
The second organization to share the Advent offering will
be The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
with a special global advance offering (Advance
#982540) that will provide funds for advocacy and
assistance programs for refugees, immigrants, and
displaced persons.
UMCOR is the humanitarian relief and development arm
of The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices of the
General Board of Global Ministries. UMCOR was created
in 1940 and has the mission of alleviating human
suffering while advancing hope and healing by
transforming people and communities around the world.
All money received in the Advent offering will go completely to refugee assistance, as administrative costs for
UMCOR are funded separately. The funding will be used in areas of need providing emergency assistance
grants, community engagement programs, and advocacy for refugee betterment.
For more information about UMCOR (https://www.umcor.org/) or the refugee assistance global advance
(https://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982540), please visit their website.
Please prayerfully consider donating to both of these wonderful organizations as Wesley strives to help people
#LiveDifferently during this Advent season.

Advent Study
Thursdays Dec. 6-20 at 10:15 am in the Conference Room -

What do you wish to draw near to in this next year? Advent is a season of welcome, a season of making room,
so that we can encounter God, who speaks in silence and leads us to meet our Savior, Jesus Christ. As the
world gears up with lights, noise, or shopping, we draw near to God, and find who we truly are. We will read
and reflect on the meditation booklet with art, which is comprised of three topics: Draw Near to Wonder, Draw
Near to Truth, and Draw Near to Justice. Through a three-week study, we may find a glimpse of a spiritual
journey to wonder, truth, and justice in our daily lives. If you plan to attend this Bible study, you may pick up
a booklet in the Center Office for free. Local residents are welcomed to join.

Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS

Nursery Care from 8:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years
Church School classes for children 3 years to 5th
grade are offered at 9:30 in Rooms 127 A and
127 B during the service.
Childcare for children 3 years to 5th grade is
offered at 11:00 in Rooms 127 A and 127 B during
the adult Sunday School and 11:15 contemporary
church service.
Middle-Senior Youth Ministry
Junior High students are encouraged to attend
worship with their families. Stay tuned for
upcoming Fall activities!
Please call or text Ms. Rachel with questions at
217-621-6984.
Free babysitting for Wesley families:
Saturday, December 1st, 4-7 pm.
Please drop your children off in Room 127. Snacks,
dinner and entertainment will be provided. Please
text Ms. Rachel at 621-6984 to RSVP.

NEW CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR –
MS. SUSAN BYWATERS
We are pleased to announce that Ms. Susan, one of
our choir members, has accepted our Children’s
Choir Director position. You will still be able to
enjoy her singing during first service and then she
will come teach our children at 10:15am.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2nd
HANGING OF THE GREENS
4:00 – 5:30 pm
Decorate the Wesley Christmas tree
in the Watseka Lounge:
5:30 – 6:30 pm
Complimentary sandwich dinner
in the Great Hall
6:30-7:00pm
Christmas Pageant

JUNIOR /SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS TO BEGIN IN JANUARY!
Please see Ms. Rachel for details!

UMW Program, December 5th
The UMW General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 5th
at 9:30 a.m.in the West Lounge. Cunningham Children’s Home will present
the program. Fellowship and snacks are at 9:00 a.m. before the meeting. All are
welcome to attend and if childcare is needed, please contact Virginia Dickey at
Vdickey88@gmail.com

Students Adopt Families for Christmas
Undergrad & graduate students are invited to help
us fill the Christmas wish-lists of others this holiday
season. We are adopting two families through
Courage Connection and will be holding a bake sale
on Sunday, December 9th, during coffee hour, as
part of our efforts to help others experience the joy
of Christmas. If you’d like to donate baked goods
or purchase an item from the families’ wish list,
please contact Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org).
Wesley at Cunningham Children’s Home
All undergrad & graduate students are invited to
take part in Cunningham Children’s Home Advent
Festival, Sunday, December 2nd. We’ll gather in
Wesley’s parking lot at 3:30 p.m., then carpool to
the Children’s Home for the afternoon’s
activities. We’ll help lead games and crafts with
the kids and take part in their live Nativity (no lines
or rehearsals required!). It’s a great opportunity to
interact with the Cunningham youth and make a
difference in the lives of others as we share the joy
of this season!

International Coffeehouse Holiday
Schedule Everyone is welcome to join us as we
make Christmas crafts during International
Coffeehouse on Dec. 7th and decorate Christmas
cookies on Dec. 14th, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the
Etc. Coffeehouse. ESL classes and the
International Coffeehouse will be on break during
the holidays and will resume Friday, January 18,
2019.

Grad Students/Young Adults Group. Grad
students and young adults are invited to meet at
Wesley Tuesday, Dec. 11th, at 8:30 p.m. for our
annual Christmas outing as we purchase toys for
children in need. We'll also enjoy a stop for coffee
and treats before returning to Wesley! For more
info, email Michael Drummond
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Student Center Christmas Party All students
and international friends are invited to join
us Wednesday, December 12th, at 8:00 p.m. in the
Etc. Coffeehouse for an evening of festive
fun! We’ll enjoy Christmas goodies (please bring
a favorite appetizer or dessert to share),
hilarious games, and a traditional holiday flick in
our movie theater. Invite your friends as we
celebrate the last day of classes and the Christmas
holiday!
Free Finals Food! The Wesley Student Center will
provide a variety of free snacks for students in the
Etc. Coffeehouse each day of finals, Dec. 14 - Dec.
20, to keep you nourished and energized as you
study for tests and write papers. We wish you the
very best as you finish the semester!

Late Night with Wesley! Students are welcome
to study in the Etc. Coffeehouse and student
lounge during extended building hours for finals
Sunday, Dec. 16 - Tuesday, Dec. 18. The Wesley
Student Center will remain open until 2:00am each
evening and provide special “midnight munchies”
from 10pm-12am. Check our Facebook page for
more information!

Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge
The Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge are
officially closed during the U of I holiday break, but
students are still welcome to use the spaces for
studying, reading, etc., during this time. Please
help us keep these areas neat and welcoming by
picking up after yourself - we really do appreciate
it!

Sunday, December 2nd, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Great Hall (and Dec. 9th, 16th & 23rd)
Sunday worship
3:30 p.m., Wesley parking lot/Cunningham Children’s Home
Join us as we present our annual living Nativity at Cunningham Children’s Home during the Advent Festival for
their children and youth!
Tuesday, December 4th, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and Dec. 11th)
Grad Student Book Study - Graduate students and young adults meet every Tuesday in the Student Lounge to
make connections with others across disciplines and to share great conversation around our book study.
Questions? Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, December 5th, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge
Midweek Worship – Students are invited to join us for a special Advent celebration and Christmas carol
singing.
Friday, December 7th, 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and Dec. 14th)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a great way to celebrate the
end of the week & the start of your weekend!
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and Dec. 14th)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and Dec. 14th)
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends
& learn about each other's cultures.

Sunday, December 9th, 10:30 a.m., Wesley Center
Office area
Bake Sale – students are bringing homemade treats to sell
during coffee hour as we raise funds to support two families
we’ve adopted for Christmas through Courage Connection.
Stop by & pick out your favorite treats!

Wednesday, December 12th, 8:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse/Wesley Theater
Wesley Student Center Annual Christmas party – bring a treat to share and invite your friends to join us for
this fun celebration!

Thursday, December 13th, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Etc.
Coffeehouse
Reading Day Pancake Brunch – Get a nutritious start to finals
week by filling up with pancakes and all the fixin’s! It’s sure
to be good fuel for reading, studying, & writing, so invite
some friends and join us!

Friday, December 14th, Thursday, December 20th, all day
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will provide free snacks every day in the Etc. Coffeehouse to help keep students
nourished and energized for studying, writing and testing – good luck!
Sunday, December 16th, Tuesday, December 18th, 10:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m., Etc.
Coffeehouse/Student Lounge
Late Night with Wesley – students are invited to study in our spaces during extended building hours and enjoy
“midnight munchies” from 10pm-12am.

Why we give to the Wesley Capital Campaign:
Jane and Mike McCulley

Here at the center of the U of I campus, the Wesley spire reaches
up into the sky as a prominent invitation for Christian fellowship
and service. The Wesley buildings are home to so many vital and
active programs such as the food pantries, international student
activities, fellowship groups, service trips, diverse worship services,
and seminars on critical community topics. We have been
entrusted with wonderful facilities with which we can further
Christianity’s calls for service with actions. We have gladly
participated in the Wesley Capital Campaign to preserve and
maintain these facilities for future generations.

The Wesley Capital Campaign was launched in 2013 to preserve our almost century-old
Social Center. The generous support of more than 200 households allowed us to make
significant improvements to our historic facility. Thank you to all who made this possible!
As 2018 comes to a close, the Campaign will officially end and a financial report submitted
to the Wesley Board of Trustees. Fulfillment of pledges along with new and/or additional
gifts towards our $1.69 million goal will allow us to meet current fiduciary responsibilities
and plan for future building upgrades. All donors will be recognized at the completion of
the campaign. If you have questions or would like to discuss giving options, please contact
Bonnie Taylor at 217-344-1120 (bonnie@wesleyui.org).

Happy Thanksgiving Dinner to our dear Wesley Church! We had over
200 people attending and enjoying delicious turkey, gravy and many wonderful
side dishes. Our dessert table was covered with wonderful pies, cakes, fruit,
and cookies. We want to praise and thank all our Wesley members who
prepared a very special, beautiful dinner.
Thanks to Pastor Dan for his welcome and directions, as well as a beautiful prayer
to open the dinner. Janet Dee was the pianist for the singing of our hymn “We
Gather Together.” We give appreciation to Pastors Deborah and Julie for their support for the dinner and planning.
We offer special appreciation to our Wesley custodial staff for their work setting up the tables with covers and
cleaning the Great Hall before and after the dinner. Many thanks to Elizabeth Young for keeping the coffee hot and
delicious. Donna, thanks to you and your office staff for help with the articles for the Spire, church bulletins, and
other details.
We are thankful to everyone who attended our dinner. We also want to give thanks for Wesley Church and its
ministry to the University of Illinois and the C-U community.
Discipleship/Family Ministries

C-U CROP Hunger Walk 2018 Update
A heartfelt thanks to all those who gave
generously to support this year’s C-U CROP Walk
for Hunger on October 14th. Wesley members and
friends contributed $4,529 to CWS/CROP Walk! At
last count, the total raised by our ChampaignUrbana interfaith, concerned community was just
over $20,000. One fourth of this money will be
distributed between Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Sola
Gratia Farm, Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern
Illinois Foodbank. The remaining funds go to
Church World Service (CWS) to support global
poverty relief efforts. Read more at
CropHungerWalk.org/ChampaignIL
Thanks especially to our 23-strong Wesley Walker
Team, to Dick and Jean Flood for volunteering to pick up walkers along the route on CROP Walk day, and to
Anthony Stauder for serving as Community Co-Coordinator for the C-U CROP Walk again this year.

WOW!
Thank you to everyone who helped repackage rice
during coffee hour on Sunday, October 28th, with
Illini Fighting Hunger. Together we repackaged
400 pounds of rice in 30 minutes! The rice will be
shared with local families in need.
-Wesley’s Social Action Ministry

Wesley Chinese Ministry

Warmly invited by Bruce and Ingrid
Hutchins, the Wesley Chinese Ministry Group
visited their home on November 4th.The hosts
gave a tour of the house, served tea and
refreshments, and had a nice conversation with
each other. Their son and daughter in-law (from
Hawaii) happened to be there. Everyone enjoyed
sharing their lives with multi-cultural
backgrounds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HELP WARM COLD FEET
DURING ADVENT!
Toss some warm men’s socks into
your shopping cart and bring
them to Wesley. We will be
collecting warm men’s socks (new
please) in conjunction with half of our Advent

Offering that will go to the CU Men’s Shelter.
Bring to the Hanging of Greens on Sunday,
Dec. 2nd. Thank you!
Go Greener with Wesley Travel Untensil
Sets!

Advent Love Offering
The Advent Season provides an opportunity for all
of us to show our Wesley staff how very much they
are appreciated. Therefore, we are suggesting a
“Love Gift”, to be divided among all of the staff
members, as a Christmas Bonus. You can write a
check to Wesley UMC with “Staff Love Gift” in
the memo section or place cash in an offering
envelope on Sunday morning marked in the same
manner. Thank you for sharing your appreciation
of our staff members in this way.
Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel Committee

Wesley has purchased blue travel utensil sets (with
a metal spoon, fork, and two chopsticks), which will
be given to first-time guests in our gift bags. (If
you were a first-time guest this semester, please
pick up a utensil set from the center office!) These
sets are also available to Wesley members for $5
each, 3 sets for $12, and any additional sets just
$3 each. Students may purchase the sets for $3.
They may be purchased from Rachel or Donna in
the administrative offices, or from Pastors Julie or
Deborah. Please make checks out to Wesley UMC
or bring cash in the correct total amount.

Spring Break Mission Trip to
Mississippi

March 17 – 23, 2019. Contact John Spurgeon at
jaspurgeon@aol.com for details

Location and Hours
Wesley Evening Pantry:
Every Thursday 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Student Pantry:
1st Monday of the month, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Parkland Pantry:
Every Wednesday 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Spotlight: Garden Volunteers
A HUGE THANK YOU TO our three regular
garden volunteers: Ryan Larsen, Dick Flood
(pictured) and Cara Feng. Ryan has been
involved with the garden since the planning and
building of the garden last year. Dick started
volunteering this year and rarely missed a
Thursday. Cara was our summer student intern
who continued volunteering at the garden into the
fall.

Varsity Men’s Glee Club Benefit
Concert
Thank you to Dr. Barrington Coleman for
organizing the Varsity Men’s Glee Club Concert
benefitting the Wesley Food Pantry and Habitat for
Humanity of Champaign County. Thank you to all
the Wesley supporters who came out to enjoy an
evening of beautiful music. The event raised
almost $700 and the proceeds were split evenly
between both organizations.
Prior to the concert about a dozen Glee Club
members volunteered at the food pantry. What an
amazing group of young men!

These three awesome volunteers planted, weeded,
watered, and harvested our produce all through the
growing season. They harvested almost 700
pounds of produce from the Evening garden this
year. Pantry clients were able to enjoy lettuce,
tomatoes, green peppers, carrots, kale and more.

Group Volunteer Spotlight: Lambda Theta
Phi
For the last few semesters, Lambda Theta Phi has
been sending groups of young men to volunteer at
the food pantry once or twice a semester. The
group pictured here are students interested in
joining the fraternity. The Lambdas have always
been cheerful and helpful. This time around, they
repackaged bulk cashews. Thanks Lambdas!

Pantry volunteers needed over winter
break!
Come join us in serving our beloved community.
From mid-December to mid-January, we will have a
shortage of volunteers as college students go home
for the holidays.
The Wesley Food Pantry is one of the biggest
ministries at Wesley, and we would love to have
you visit and see our faith in action. We provide
one week’s worth of groceries to people from all
walks of life. Every month we serve 300-400
families who struggle to put food on the table.
Please contact Katie Thomas at
kthomas@wesleypantry.org or 217-344-1120 if you
have any questions about volunteering. Thanks!

Donor Spotlight: FedEx Cares
Pictured above is Jennifer Boyle delivering food and
toiletries collected as part of a FedEx Cares
initiative. Jennifer not only works at FedEx but also
attends classes at Parkland. As part of one of her
nursing classes, she volunteered at the food
pantry. She enjoyed her experience so much that
she asked if she could do a food drive for us at her
job. We, of course, said yes!

Donor Spotlight: UIUC October Lovers
Club
The October Lovers Club at U of I donated the food
pictured above. This group of students love the
month of October so much that they organize
festive fall activities such as trips to a corn maze,
haunted house and barn dance. As part of their
October activities, they decided to host a food
drive. Thanks October Lovers for thinking of others
while organizing fun social activities for your
members!

Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Crofton Coleman
Director of Christian Education and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Ministry Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson | Interim Communications Coordinator and Campus Ministry Intern |
Skyler Przygoda |Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Part-time Custodian Brian Morris
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m.
Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight

