October 2018

WESLEY FALL SEMINAR
Come and hear these and other important issues
discussed:

How to Save a Constitutional Democracy
The Issue of Low-Information Voters
Political Polarization
The Challenges of Redistricting
Democracy in Illinois

THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY

Presenters will be U of I Professor of Public Policy
and news columnist Jim Nowlan, U of I Professors
of Political Science Brain Gaines and Wendy Cho, U
of I Professor of Law Andrew Leipold and U of
Chicago Professor of Law Tom Ginsburg. The
program will be moderated by U of I Professor of
Law and Economics Tom Ulen.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7th

Questions and comments from the audience will be
welcome. Refreshments will be served.

2-4:30 pm

This event is free and open to the public. Students
are welcome.

WATSEKA LOUNGE

Sponsored by the Wesley United Methodist Women

Democracy, Part 2

What is democracy, exactly?

into some other form of undemocratic government.

Steven Pinker, in his book Enlightenment Now,
writes that one can think of democracy as a form
of government that threads the needle, exerting
just enough force to prevent people from preying
on each other without preying on the people itself.
We the People, the Constitution of the United
States declares. We, the people, have been taught
and lived the concept that we should govern
ourselves, through our elected representatives. Karl
Popper argued that democracy should be
understood not as the answer to the question “who
should rule”, but as a solution to the problem of
how to dismiss bad leadership without bloodshed.
John Mueller says that democracy is essentially
based on giving people the right to complain. “It
comes about when the people effectively agree not
to use violence to replace the leadership, and the
leadership leaves them free to try to dislodge it by
other means.” Winston Churchill said that
“democracy is the worst form of government
except all the others that have been tried.”

Is a leaky faucet phenomenon of lack of attention
on the part of citizens across the land, slowly
draining away our freedom? John Mueller writes,
“inequality, disagreement, apathy, and ignorance
seem to be normal, not abnormal, in a democracy,
and to a considerable degree the beauty of the
form is that it works, despite these qualities- or in
some important respects, because of them.” The
main prerequisite of democracy is that a
government be competent enough to protect
people from anarchic violence so they don’t fall
prey to, or even welcome, the first strongman who
promises he can do the job, according to Pinker.
He goes on to state that the freedom to complain
rests on an assurance that the government won’t
punish or silence the complainer. The front line in
democratization, then, is constraining the
government from abusing its monopoly or force to
brutalize its uppity citizens, as well as to prevent
the selective release of information, employment of
prosecutorial might to derail political opponents
and the demonization of the press. Freedom of the
press is vital to a functional democracy.

Is global democracy in decline? The number of
democracies rose dramatically in the 1980s and
1990s, peaked around 2005, and has remained
fairly steady since then. Is our own form of
democracy in danger? Many books that have been
published of late warn us that it is. Unsupported
generalizations abound, of course. But should we
be concerned, even frightened? David Runciman, in
his book How Democracy Ends, argues that
democratic governments are far less likely to
collapse into totalitarianism than to slowly mutate

Voters in the West have been born into a privileged
position because they have a say in their
governments. Democracies, young ones and
mature ones, are challenged everywhere. People
are expressing dissatisfaction with their leaders, as
usual, but are also expressing a lack of faith in their
institutions. Polarization is very strong in this
country and others. Will a decline in democracy or
a prolonged stagnation be our children’s future?
Are we going to stand by and watch it happen?

United Methodist Women
The UMW General Meeting will be held Wednesday, October 3rd, in
the West Lounge, 9:30 a.m.
All are welcome to attend. Our speaker will be Patty Russell, the Iroquois
District Representative to Lessie Bates Neighborhood House. Lessie Bates is a
United Methodist Women’s supported mission in our conference. The program
will be followed by a salad potluck. If childcare is needed please contact
Virginia Dickey at Vdickey88@gmail.com

Wesley has always been a strong participant in
local CROP Walks. Last year we raised over $2,400
for hunger relief and our goal this year is to raise
$3,000.
The C-U CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October
14th, starts and ends at Faith United Methodist
Church on Prospect in Champaign. Walker
registration is at 1:45 pm. The walk route is about
six miles, with a short-cut option of about three
miles. Volunteers are also needed for set-up,
registration, crossing guards and van driver.

C-U CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday,
October 14th
We all care about hungry people, but what can one
person do? You can join with other Wesley friends
in the Champaign-Urbana CROP Hunger Walk to
help raise awareness and funds to end hunger
around the world and here in east central Illinois.
75% of the money raised will support the global
humanitarian work of CWS (Church World Service)
through grassroots development efforts like the
Timor Zero Hunger program in Indonesia. And 25%
of the money stays local – going directly to Daily
Bread Soup Kitchen, Eastern Illinois Food Bank,
Sola Gratia Farm and Wesley Food Pantry.

Find out more at
crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/wesleyui Donate
there by clicking on the “Donate” button. You can
support a specific Wesley Walker or sign up to be a
Walker yourself. And look for the CROP Walk
table on Sundays during coffee hour, staffed
by members of the Social Action Ministry team.
Donations will be accepted through the end of
October.
Join with the Wesley Walkers and members of
other C-U faith communities to help end hunger
one step at a time.

Friday with Friends Lunches
Students, faculty, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each
week for our Friday with Friends Lunch! Gather with friends, new and old, in the Etc.
Coffeehouse between 11:00am-1:00pm for a variety of soups, sandwiches, and other
tasty treats. Great food, great conversation… it’s a great way to celebrate the end of
the week!

Grad Student Study

Graduate students and young adults are invited to meet every Tuesday in the Student Lounge for fellowship
and conversation around our book study. We’re currently reading Call and Consequences: A Womanist
Reading of Mark, by Raquel Annette St. Clair, a biblical commentary exploring the Gospel of Mark. Questions?
Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

ESL & International Coffeehouse
American & international students, visiting scholars, Wesley members &
community friends are invited to join us each week as we practice English,
make new friends, and learn about one another’s cultures. Our ESL class
meets in the Conference Room from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by our
International Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Come share coffee & snacks
as we meet where the world gathers around our table!

Student Bible Study
Our campus ministry intern, Skyler, leads this Bible study every Friday at noon in Watseka Lounge. All
students are welcome to join us as we explore Bible stories from the Old and New Testaments and how these
words continue to shape and transform our lives today. Feel free to bring your lunch or grab food in the Etc.
Coffeehouse, and join us as we share in engaging conversation & deepen our faith together!

Etc. Coffeehouse Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9 AM- 10 PM
Saturday & Sunday: Building is open,
but coffee is not available.

Campus Ministry Calendar
Tuesday, October 2, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and
every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study - Graduate students and
young adults are invited to meet every Tuesday in the
Student Lounge to make connections with others across
disciplines and to share great conversation around our
book study. Questions? Email Michael Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, October 3, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek – Students are invited to join us for casual
worship each week as we explore faith, deepen
friendships, and take time to connect with one another
and with God. Students of all faith backgrounds and
perspectives are always welcome as we invite each
other into meaningful discussions and reflections
around our journeys and the adventure of faith!
Friday, October 5, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and
every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse
for lunch with friends! It’s a great way to celebrate the
end of the week & the start of your weekend!
12:00 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Friday)
Student Bible Study – Join Skyler as we explore Bible
stories and relate them to life as a student. All are
welcome to join us, whatever your questions, doubts,
beliefs, uncertainties, etc. Bring your lunch or grab
something to eat in the Etc. Coffeehouse and join us in
Watseka!
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced
students as we practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International & domestic
students, along with visiting scholars and community
members are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and
conversation as we practice English, make new friends
& learn about each other's cultures!

Sunday, October 7, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary &
Great Hall (and every Sunday)
Sunday worship
2:00-4:00 p.m., Watseka Lounge
Fall Seminar – Wesley presents a panel discussion
around the future of democracy in the United States,
with panelists from the U of I, local government, and
the community. Invite a friend and join us for this
thought-provoking presentation and conversation.
Wednesday, October 10, 6:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Midweek at Cunningham – Join us as we take Midweek
on the road to Cunningham Children’s Home! We’ll
gather in the Etc. Coffeehouse at 6:30 p.m. and carpool
to Cunningham, where we’ll help lead worship with
their children and youth. (We’ll probably grab a treat
after, so we’ll return to Wesley around 8:30 p.m.) This is
an awesome opportunity for us to share friendship and
faith with others and connect with youth in a new way.
Sunday, October 21, 1:00 p.m., Wesley parking lot
Trip to Curtis Orchard – We’re heading to the orchard to
pick apples and enjoy apple cider! You can also explore
the corn maze, feed the goats, and shop in the Curtis
general store (the apple cider slushies are the best!).
Bring your friends and sign up with Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) if you’d like to join us.
Friday, October 26, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Wesley Student Center Annual Halloween Costume
Party – Join us for pumpkin decorating, games, prizes,
and an awesome costume contest! Wear your
spookiest, craziest, most creative outfit, grab some
friends, and come enjoy the fun!
Sunday, October 28, 6:00 p.m., Wesley parking lot
Annual Cookout and Bonfire at the Spurgeons – We’re
headed to John and Ann’s to enjoy roasting hot dogs &
veggie dogs (plus S’mores!) over the bonfire! This is an
annual fall tradition that is a favorite for students, so
invite your friends and join us! Please bring either chips
or a drink to share – Wesley will provide the rest!

Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years

Church School classes for children 3 yrs to 5th
grade are offered at 9:30 in Rooms 127 A and 127
B during the service.
Childcare for children 3 yrs to 5th grade is offered
at 11:00 in Rooms 127 A and 127 B during the
adult Sunday School and 11:15 contemporary
church service.

Please call or text Ms. Rachel with questions at
217-621-6984.
BABYSITTING IS BACK!
Free babysitting for Wesley families will once again
resume!
Dates:
Saturday, October 6th
Saturday, November 3rd
Saturday, December 1st
All times are 4-7pm. Please drop your children off
in Room 127. Snacks, dinner and entertainment will
be provided. Please text Ms. Rachel at 621-6984 to
RSVP.

Middle-Senior Youth Ministry
Junior High students are encouraged to attend
worship with their families. Stay tuned for
upcoming Fall activities!

Bishop to host meetings on 2019 General Conference
Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced he will host meetings throughout the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference discussing the three plans which have been offered as plans for A Way Forward with
regard to the issues of human sexuality and unity.
The following dates have been confirmed:
·
Sunday, Nov. 11 -- Edwardsville St. Johns UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.
·
Monday, Nov. 12 -- Jacksonville Grace UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.
·
Thursday, Nov. 15 -- Marion First UMC, 7 to 9 p.m.
·
Saturday, Nov. 17 -- Chatsworth UMC, 10 a.m. to noon
·
Sunday, Nov. 18 -- Peoria First UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.
·
Monday, Nov. 19 -- Arthur UMC, 6 to 8 p.m.
Bishop Beard is asking that you register in advance as a courtesy to our venue host. We are wanting
to have adequate seating for those wanting to attend. Click here to register on the website.

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Student Pantry, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
1st Monday of each month
Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 12 noon

Volunteer Spotlight: Parkland Student Nurses
A huge thank you to the Parkland College student nurses
for volunteering with the food pantry this semester.
Although volunteering for the pantry is part of a class
requirement, these students are enthusiastic and super
helpful. They ask questions, chat with clients, and have
fun at the pantry. All good qualities we love seeing in
these future nurses. As part of their class assignment,
the student nurses are also asked to write a short
reflection paper on their experience at the food pantry.
At the food pantry, we enjoy helping college students
gain the experience and skills they will need to be
successful in their careers!

Donor Spotlight: Monsanto
Monsanto has been a long-time supporter of the
Wesley Food Pantry. In September, Stacy
Acton and Katie Workman from Monsanto
attended our monthly committee meeting to
present the pantry with a $5,000.00 check.
Monsanto’s grant awards have funded pantry
programs such as the building of the Jones
Family Garden and the extra food distributions
and the snack packs for the children in
Parkland’s Migrant Education program each July.
Thank you Monsanto!

Back to School: students looking for volunteer opportunities
and for …. food.
The start of the academic year means it is a busy time for the food pantry.
Each year we attend Parkland’s Fall Convocation, Parkland’s Volunteer Fair,
and the University of Illinois’s Quad Day. These are great opportunities to
connect with college students and to tell them not only about the volunteer
opportunities at the food pantry but also to let them know that students
can shop for groceries if they need to.

“With the costs of college continuing to spiral out of control, pressure is
enormous on students from lower-income families.” (Low-Income Students Get Penalized For Having To Work
Their Way Through College, Forbes, 08.31.2018). Financial aid is not enough to cover all the costs of
attending school and the families of low-income students do not have the resources to help. Many of these
students work while they study. These working students have less time to study than those that do not need
to work. These working students are the ones visiting the food pantry for extra help.
At the U of I and Parkland student fairs this year, we had a notable increase in students asking about the food
pantry as a resource. "A study by Temple University and Wisconsin HOPE Lab, released in spring 2018,
showed that across the country, 36% of University students are
food insecure – 42% for community college students." The students
asked about the distribution hours, what they needed to bring, and just
wanted to make sure that this resource was available to them.
Unfortunately, the first couple Thursdays after the academic year
started, we saw some of the students who visited our fair tables at the
food pantry picking up food. College students need volunteering
opportunities, but more and more they need food assistance as well.

Wesley Block Party and
Smash Out Hunger
Fundraiser
Thank you to all who came out to SMASH
OUT HUNGER on Monday, September 10th.
The Wesley Block Party was a lot of fun!
We had food trucks, games, student
giveaways, a kid’s corner and car that
people were able to smash for a donation
to the food pantry. It was a joy to watch
people walk away smiling ear to ear after
taking a few swings at the SUV. Who knew
that swinging a sledgehammer could feel so
good and do good too! Check out the
photo album on the Wesley Food Pantry
facebook page for more pictures.
We want to give a special thanks to Illini
Nissan for donating the car, Reynolds
Towing for bring the car to Wesley, to
Parkland’s Collision Repair program for
making the car safe to smash and to
Mack’s Auto Recycling for towing the car away to be recycled. It truly was a community effort to smash
out hunger!

Knitters with a purpose
Would you be interested in joining the pantry in an
hour of knitting & crocheting? The pantry would
like to gauge interest in an evening class/project
hour where we can get together and make warm
clothing items (hats, mittens, blankets, scarves) for
distribution at the pantry.
No previous experience is necessary! Lessons will
be given by a very skillful needle crafter, Lovia
Henderson. If interested, please email Dawn
(operations@wesleypantry.org) and include the day
of the week that would be best for you to
participate.

Why we give to the Wesley Capital Campaign

In our continuing series on why Wesley donors support the Capital Campaign, Ron and
Sue Kiddoo share their thoughts:

We formed a connection with Wesley Church and Foundation in the early 1960’s.
There were many who came before us who had the foresight to establish a church and
foundation on this campus. These are beautiful and historic buildings with a rich
history of service to students, community and beyond. They deserve and need to be
restored and maintained for now and for the future.
At the end of 2018 the Wesley Capital Campaign will conclude. Fulfillment of pledges along with new and/or
additional gifts towards our $1.69 million goal will allow us to meet current fiduciary responsibilities and plan
for future building upgrades. If you have questions or would like to discuss giving options, please contact
Bonnie Taylor at 217-344-1120 (bonnie@wesleyui.org).

Spring Break Mission Trip to Mississippi
F. A. Q’s
1) When and where is the trip?
Ans: The trip is March 17 – 23, 2019. We will be
working in Jonestown, MS which is about 90
minutes South of Memphis, TN.
2) What is the cost of the trip?
Ans: Due to the generous donations of the
congregation, the trip has been significantly under
$100 per person in recent years and full
scholarships are available.
3) How do we get there and where do we stay?
Ans: We travel in John Spurgeon’s 15 passenger
van and we stay in nearby Clarksdale in a building
which formerly was a convent. It has many
bedrooms which each have 2 twin beds, WIFI, a
well equipped kitchen and common area for
relaxing in the evening.

4) What if I don’t have any construction skills?
Ans: It doesn’t matter what one’s skill level is,
there are people who will teach us how to do the
work. We can always find something productive
and helpful for everyone to do.
5) What do Emmet Till, Medgar Evers and
Parchman Prison have to do with the Civil Rights
Movement?
Ans: These aren’t actually FAQ’s but they are
questions that will be answered when we take a
day and travel to the Mississippi Civil Rights
Museum in Jackson.
More questions? Call 847-609-5253, email
jaspurgeon@aol.com or talk to John Spurgeon at
church.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

our knowledge, and to challenge the rigid and
problematic Church teachings that emerged with
the Reformation. There is a disconnect, he argues,
between the language of traditional worship and
the language of the twenty-first century. Bridging
this divide requires us to rethink and reformulate
our basic understanding of God.
The group welcomes anyone who is interested in
discussing this book.

Congratulations!
To Wesley members, Meg and Bob
Rauschenberger, on their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on September 7th. They celebrated with their
Wesley family on Sunday, September 9th with a
cake during Coffee Hour.
Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast
Join the Men’s Study Group on Wednesday mornings
from 7:30 am – 9:30 am for discussion, reflection,
and fellowship. And did we mention breakfast?
Coffee Hour Treats
For many years the UMW has used coffee hour
treat time to be a fundraiser for the many needs of
this community and beyond. As you pick up one of
the yummy treats on Sunday morning please notice
the organization that will be receiving our support
for the month and consider making a donation. It
will be greatly appreciated by our women who take
the time to provide treats and even more so by
those receiving our help. Thanks!
Monday Book Club
The Monday Book Club is starting a new book on
October 1st. The new book is, "Unbelievable, Why
Neither Ancient Creeds Nor the Reformation Can
Produce a Living Faith Today" by John Shelby
Sprong.
Bible scholar and Episcopal bishop John Shelby
Spong contends that there is mounting pressure
among Christians for a radically new kind of
Christianity—a faith deeply connected to the
human experience instead of outdated dogma. To
keep Christianity vital, he urges modern Christians
to update their faith in light of these advances in

Yoga Classes at Wesley
Gentler Beginning Yoga,
Monday evenings, October
10th - November 5th, 78:15p.m. West Lounge
Beginning Yoga, Monday
evenings, November 12thDecember 10th, 7-8:15p.m. West Lounge
Cost is $5 a class. To register or have a
question, email Rachel at
rachel@daillybreadyoga.life.
Meals on Wheels
Thank you to our Volunteers who delivered Meals
on Wheels in September:
Barb Hughes & John Taylor, Myrna Smith, Yvette
and Bob Long, Bev and Michael Ujcich, Brenda
Thompson, Katherine Gorski, and Sharron & David
Mies, Sharon Harkness, and Sue Kiddoo. Special
thanks for Barb Hughes for coordinating this.

Wesley Staff

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Crofton Coleman
Director of Christian Educationand Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Comptroller Dean Carr | Accountant Bonnie S. Taylor
Aide for Development Wayne Wilson | Interim Communications Coordinator | Skyler Przygoda
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m.

Building Hours
Sunday - Thursday
open 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Friday, Saturday
open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight

