August 2017

The Spire

Regular Worship hours resume Sunday August 5th
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Contemporary Service at 11:15 a.m. in Etc. Coffeehouse
Click here for the online Church calendar.

It’s Welcome Season
Newcomers are already arriving in CU and students will be
back on campus the week of August 27th. At Wesley, we’re
already getting ready to do what we desire to do best –
welcome new people into an intentional and inclusive faith
community on campus!
Here are some ways you can help welcome newcomers
to Wesley:

•
•
•
•
•

• Be Intentional about saying hello and goodbye.
• If you are a friendly, out-going person with the gift
of “hospitality,” you are needed to serve as a greeter or
an usher. We don’t expect everyone to enjoy doing this
kind of job, but if hospitality is your gift, please volunteer to serve.
Escort newcomers to the nursery, classrooms, coffee hour, etc. Don’t just point the way or give directions.
Adopt the “rule of three,” which says members will first talk with guests and newcomers for the first three
minutes after the service ends (typically how long it takes for guests to exit) before talking to friends and other
community members they know well.
Enact the “circle of ten” rule - that each member will greet anyone, member or guest, who comes within ten
feet of them.
Say, “I don’t think we’ve met before…” if you are not sure if the person next to you is a member or a visitor.
For those who are able, it would be helpful if you could park outside the Wesley lot, and make room in
the parking lot for visitors during the first few weeks after classes resume.
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•

If you are outgoing, consider sitting in the pews where visitors most commonly sit, often near the entrance or
in the back.
When taking a seat in the sanctuary, move toward the
center of the pew, leaving the seats near the aisle for guests
and newcomers who often look for seats quickly. Be sure to
greet anyone else sitting in the pew.
Make a special effort to remember visitors’ names and call
them by name.
Develop the habit of wearing a stick-on name tag and
encourage others to do the same. Guests will feel more
comfortable wearing name tags if they notice others wearing
them. Seeing and hearing someone’s name helps in
remembering names.
Fill out a connection card each Sunday (the gray card in
the pew rack). If a guest sees you fill out the card, they may be more likely to fill it out also.
Research shows that 40% of visitors make up their mind about a church before they even see the
pastor. Within two minutes of the beginning of a service, visitors have already formed an opinion about whether
or not the congregation is friendly.
Be in worship and ready to be guest-friendly, especially in the months of August and September. It takes a
lot of courage for students and new people to attend a new church. Honor this bravery, by warmly welcoming
newcomers at Wesley this fall. A lot of people are looking for a place to belong and a community to be a part of.
Belonging to something bigger than ourselves really matters, and a meaningful interaction with you just might
help a newcomer’s experience at Wesley be significant.

We recite it each and every Sunday morning as we begin our service of worship, “Wesley United Methodist Church
is a diverse and welcoming community united in Christ. We welcome and extend the grace of God to everyone!”
This is who we are, and we want to be ready to share this welcome and extend God’s grace to everyone we meet.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Deborah and the Discipleship & Family Ministry

Faces of Our Faith: Bold and Untold
Summer Sermon series
There are many heroes of the faith - people we admire and wish to be. However,
there are even more ordinary people of faith—those doing what they can with
what they have to make a difference. Our summer sermon series digs deep into
the bold and untold stories of those often overlooked in our biblical
narratives. These characters remind us that we all play a part in shaping God’s
story of redemption and grace. They encourage us to find the faces of our faith in
our world today and help us know that no action is ever too small to make a
difference. The series continues through Sunday August 19th.

Lunch & Learn Summer Study
You're invited to join us for the weekly luncheon study connected to our sermon
series. Bring your lunch and meet us in the conference room each Wednesday
from noon-1:00 p.m. for an engaging discussion and great fellowship. Study
journals are available in the center office for purchase - just $5. Contact Pastor
Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more information. Sessions will run through
August 15th.
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Campus Ministry Calendar
Sunday, August 5th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Thursday, August 23rd, 12:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Etc. Coffeehouse Open House – Stop in for snow cones, ice cream treats, cookies, and more as we welcome
students on Move-In Day and introduce them to the coffeehouse.
Sunday, August 26th, 12:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m., U of I Quad
Wesley will have several tables representing our groups, so find us and say hello!
August 27th – 31st, various times
Welcome Week at Wesley – Check our website (wesleyui.org) and Facebook pages (Wesley Student Center and
Etc. Coffeehouse) for information about each day’s events!
Tuesday, August 28th, 8:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Grad Student Gathering - Graduate students from all disciplines and young adults are invited to join us for coffee
and refreshments in Etc. as we kick off the fall semester and our book study group.
Wednesday, August 29th, 6:00 p.m., Pantry Garden Area
Welcome Week Cook-Out – Join us for burgers, dogs, veggie burgers, etc., plus tours of the Wesley Student
Center.
7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Welcome Week Midweek Worship – Join us as we start the fall semester with casual worship and great
fellowship.
Friday, August 31st, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a great way to celebrate the end
of the week and the start of your weekend!
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American
culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International and domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends and
learn about each other's cultures!

Campus Ministry Events, continued.

Quad Day Volunteers Needed
Sunday, August 26th, from 12:00-4:00 p.m. is Quad Day at the U of I! Wesley will have several tables representing
our groups, including - for the first time - a table for Wesley UMC. We need volunteers to help us welcome students
and share about our church and student center, so let Pastor Julie or Pastor Deborah know if you’d like to help.
Thank you!

Grad Students Gathering
Graduate students and young adults are invited to join us Tuesday, August 28th, 8:30 p.m., for coffee and
refreshments in the Etc. Coffeehouse as we kick off the fall semester! This group gathers each week for snacks
and conversation around books and DVD series. Questions? Email Michael Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Welcome Week Cook-out
The Wesley Student Center will host our annual Welcome Week Cook-Out for students and visiting scholars
Wednesday, August 29th, at 6:00p.m. in the area beside the pantry garden. We had a HUGE crowd last year and
expect this year’s to be even bigger! We need volunteers to help us setup, fix food, grill burgers, etc., and we invite
you to join us as we welcome students to Wesley! Please visit with Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) to find out
how you can help.

Friday with Friends Lunches Begins August 31st!
Students, faculty, and members of the campus community are invited to join us each week for our Friday with
Friends Lunch! Gather with friends, new and old, in the Etc. Coffeehouse between 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. for a
variety of soups, salads, sandwiches, and other tasty treats. Great food, great conversation… it’s a great way to
celebrate the end of the week!

ESL & International Coffeehouse Resume August 31st!
We look forward to beginning the fall session of our ESL class and International Coffeehouse Friday, August 31st!
We invite international and domestic students, visiting scholars, Wesley members and community friends to join us
for these weekly events as we practice English, make new friends, and learn about one another’s cultures. We’ll
share coffee and snacks as we sit where the world gathers around our table!

Labor Day Canoe Trip
The Wesley Student Center invites students,
international friends, and Wesley folks to join us
Monday, September 3rd, 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., for
our annual Labor Day canoe trip to Turkey Run
State Park! Sign up online (link will be available
soon) to enjoy canoeing, lunch on the banks of
the Sugar Creek River, and time to explore the
park trails. Cost is $35 per person. Contact
Pastor Julie for more information.

Save the Date! “Back to School” Combined Service and Potluck Lunch
Sunday, September 16th will be our first combined worship service and potluck of the 2018-2019 school year! Mark
your calendars and plan to be there! More information to come in the September Spire.

Adopt a Student
Help Wesley Become a Student’s Home on Campus
About the Program
Five years ago, we began pairing community members with students for ongoing support and encouragement for
the first semester of the school year. This fall we would like to extend that same hospitality to students again. The
commitment of the program is for 2 hours a month for 4 months (September – December 2018).
At Wesley we are already home to many students who find our building, staff, community members, and
programming helpful and nourishing while students. With this program we hope to make a student’s experience in
college and at Wesley Church even better through intentional hospitality. We invite you to join us by signing up to
adopt-a-student this fall!
Opportunities to sign-up will begin August 12th on Sunday mornings, and throughout the week at Wesley in
the Center Office.
If you have questions, contact Pastor Deborah at dkang@wesleyui.org
If you sign-up to adopt a student, here is what will be expected:
• Attend a meet-n-greet gathering to meet your student and other people involved in the program. This is where you
will connect and set up your first time to get together with your student. The first meet-n-greet will be Sunday,
September 23rd at 10:30 a.m. in Etc. Coffeehouse.
• Meet with your student at least 2 hours a month at a time agreed upon by both. This could be for coffee or a
meal. This time is for finding out how your student is doing, what they are studying, about their family, their life
of faith and so on.
• Give the student your email and phone number and encourage them to contact you when you can be
supportive.
• Let your student know if you won’t be able to meet with them and set up another time to meet.
• When possible, attend church together or go to a special event at Wesley. Examples include potlucks, trivia
night, the Fall Seminar, etc.).
• Complete a final program survey.
•

Contact Pastor Deborah Kang at dkang@wesleyui.org if there is an issue concerning the program or one’s
partnership.

The Commitment is for:
• 2 hours a month for 4 months (September-December).
The Rewards include:
• Meeting new people.
• Getting to know bright and interesting students.
• Helping students remain connected with the church.
• Developing a relationship with someone of a different generation

To volunteer please fill out this card and return it to the Center Office.

Exciting Evening Food Pantry Update
Starting in August, the Evening Food Pantry at Wesley will begin distributing USDA
commodity food. We are very fortunate to have this additional source of food that is of no
cost to us.
We are very excited because the USDA program is going to allow us to provide our pantry
clients with a wider variety of nutritious foods. The type of USDA food we will receive will
vary month to month, but the program provides many proteins. We always did our best to
secure proteins from the foodbank, but they are not regularly available. As a USDA
commodity food pantry, our evening clients will now have access to such things as frozen
chicken, frozen ground beef, frozen turkey deli meat, canned pork and canned chicken.

Be a Change Agent: Day of Service at Wesley
On Friday, June 22nd, 6 local high school students spent the day learning how
to Be a Change Agent at the School of Social Work. In the morning, they
learned about diversity, inclusion, and getting involved with local politics. In
the afternoon, they visited the Wesley Food Pantry! Katie gave a short
presentation about the pantry, then our intern told them about being a student
leader in college. Finally, Dawn led the group in a short empathy exercise
designed to highlight how it feels to be food insecure. The high school
students then helped us in the garden and washed carts.

A Way to Donate to the Pantry!
The Wesley Food Pantry Facebook Page now has
a DONATE button. If you are scrolling Facebook,
come across a pantry post and realize you have not
made your monthly food pantry donation, no
problem! Right below the pantry’s Facebook cover
page is the donate button. The best part? There are
no fees. Meaning 100% of your donation goes to the
food pantry.
Facebook is also allowing users to create
fundraisers for their favorite charities! On the left
side of the screen is a list of links; click on
Fundraisers, then on Raise Money and Get Started!

Restaurant Fundraiser: Eat Burritos, Support the Pantry!
Are you tired of Taco Tuesdays? Try burritos for dinner!
You can pick up dinner at Chipotle on Green St. on Tuesday, August 28th, between
4:00 and 8:00 p.m. and show them our flyer. The flyer can be found on our
Facebook page, website and in the Church’s Center Office. The Wesley Food Pantry
will receive 50% of the proceeds! Burritos, it’s what’s for dinner!

Parkland Migrant Education Backpack Program
Every July the Wesley Food Pantry teams up with the Parkland Migrant
Education program to provide food to migrants working in Champaign County
for the summer. Many times, these families arrive without food or money to buy
food, as they have to wait for their first paycheck. On July 7th, we held extra
distribution hours at our Parkland pantry during the Migrant Education parent
orientation to make sure that those that needed food could pick some up.
Each Thursday, volunteers from the program visit the pantry to pick up snack
packs to put in the children’s backpack. We provide a can of soup or pasta,
some fruit snacks, Nutri Grain bars, cereal, and a few other items to make sure
that during the weekend while their parents are at work, they have easy access
to kid-friendly food.

Donor Spotlight: Allerton United Methodist Church
We are beyond grateful for the steadfast support of the Allerton United Methodist Church. For over five years,
Allerton UMC has been making a summer and winter donation to the food pantry. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Volunteer Spotlight: Celebrating our Senior Student Volunteers part 2
Alyssa Yee graduated from the University of Illinois with a degree in Molecular and Cellular
Biology and Spanish. She volunteered with the pantry for over 3 years and logged over 100
hours! We appreciate you so much Alyssa! We asked Alyssa to share with us what inspired
her to volunteer at the food pantry:
“I first started volunteering with Wesley as part of my James Scholar Honors Project to
fulfill community service hours. I enjoyed the friendly atmosphere of the volunteers,
directors, and clients so much that I decided to continue volunteering with Wesley for the
remainder of my college career. At one point my dad lost his job so my family and I had
to go to food pantries like Wesley as we did not have food security. Therefore, by
volunteering with Wesley I give back to the community the way we were helped.”
Rebecca Whalen graduated from the University of Illinois with a degree in comparative literature, Spanish, and
linguistics. She volunteered at the pantry for two years. We asked Rebecca what her favorite part of
volunteering at the food pantry was:
“The community. Being able to volunteer means being able to form
new connections with people of all sorts, be they fellow volunteers,
community organizers, or the patrons we serve at the food pantry.”

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
for resources.
Student Pantry 4:00-6:00 p.m. First Monday of each
month. Due to Labor Day holiday, Student Pantry will
open Monday September 10th.

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
First and third Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Meet Dean Carr – Wesley’s New Comptroller
We welcome Dean Carr to the staff at Wesley. Dean joined the Wesley
Foundation in July as Comptroller. Dean is responsible for overseeing
the financial operations of The Wesley Foundation and Wesley United
Methodist Church. Dean has lived in Champaign-Urbana for the last
23 years. He is a graduate of the University of Illinois' Masters degree
program in Accounting. Dean moved to Champaign from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Economics from the
University of Michigan.
Dean attends First United Methodist Church in Urbana, where he is
SPRC chair. He is a volunteer ESL tutor and has taught ESL for the
past 26 years to international students. Additionally, he serves on the
Independent Media Center (IMC) as a board member. Dean enjoys
cooking and baking; is an exercise enthusiast; enjoys camping and
hiking, reading, and learning new skills.

The UMCOR Coffee Project
The UMCOR Coffee Project is a United Methodist project linking
congregations with small farmers and their families through Fair
Trade. UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) is the
relief and development agency of the United Methodist Church,
dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. It
reaches more than 80 countries, including the U.S., to provide
humanitarian relief. UMCOR partners with Equal Exchange, a
cooperative that has been producing fairly traded coffee,
chocolate and tea for thirty years.
For each pound of fairly traded coffee, chocolate, tea and other
foods purchased, 15 cents goes to UMCOR’s Small Farmer
Fund. That fund amounted to $10,198 in 2017. This money was
put toward relief programs worldwide.
Wesley has contributed to this fund for many years through the coffee you drink at coffee hour, in the ETC
Coffeehouse and through your purchases of coffee, chocolate and tea at our coffee hour. Thanks to all of you who
contribute to UMCOR in this way! If you have any question, see me at coffee hour.
- Sue Kiddoo

Why we give to the Wesley Capital Campaign: Stasz Gorski
At the end of 2018 the Wesley Capital Campaign will conclude. The support of more than 200 households has
allowed us to make significant improvements to our historic facility. Thank you to all who have made this possible!
During this final phase, the campaign sub-committee is asking contributors why they chose to support this
fundraising initiative. When asked, Stasz Gorski kindly offered his thoughts:
As chair of the Property Committee, I deal weekly with the deficiencies of the funding for our facilities. That is
why my wife, Katherine, and I made and fulfilled our pledge to the Wesley Capital Campaign. The property
committee is next concerned with the deferred maintenance of the electrical wiring, some of it dating back to
1924. All of our contributions will help to continue our mission to serve the students of the University of Illinois now
and into the future.
Fulfillment of pledges long with new and/or additional gifts towards our $1.69 million goal will allow us to meet
current fiduciary responsibilities and plan for future building upgrades. If you have questions or would like to
discuss giving options, please contact Bonnie Taylor at 217-344-1120 (bonnie@wesleyui.org).

UMW End-of-Summer Potluck
All Wesley women are invited to our annual End-of-Summer Potluck at the home of Ingrid Hutchings on
Monday, August 27, 6:00 p.m. Bring a dish to share and come enjoy the good food and fellowship. We will also
have a time of remembrance for our women who have passed away during
the last year. Ingrid’s address is 2405 Prairie Ridge Place in Champaign.

Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years

Children’s Sunday School
Church School classes for children 3 yrs to 5th grade are offered at 9:30 in Rooms 127 A and 127 B during the
service.
Childcare for children 3 yrs to 5th grade is offered at 11:00 in Rooms 127 A and 127 B during the adult Sunday
School and 11:15 contemporary church service.

Middle-Senior Youth Ministry
Junior High students are encouraged to attend worship with their families. Stay tuned for upcoming Fall activities!
Please call or text Ms. Rachel with questions at 217-621-6984.

Coming on October 7th Wesley Fall Seminar - The Future of Democracy
Speakers will include former Illinois Congressman and Professor of Public Policy, Jim Nowlan, Professor of Political
Science Brian Gaines and Professor of Law Tom Ulen, among others. Put the date on your calendar!

Congratulations to Skyler James, one of the Wesley summer seminary interns, on her marriage to Noah Przygoda
on July 28, 2018, at Wesley United Methodist Church, Charleston. The couple will reside in Savoy but plans a
move to Nashville in 2019 as Skyler prepares to enter Vanderbilt Divinity School. We wish them God's blessings as
they begin this new adventure in life together!

Sympathy
We extend Sympathy to Kristen Dean-Grossman and family at the death of her mother, Anne Dean, on Monday,
June 25th at the age of 86. She lived in Memphis, Tennessee.
Sympathy to Ralph Simmons at the death his wife and long-time Wesley member, Janet, who died on Wednesday,
July 18th, at the age of 90. She resided at Clark Lindsey with her husband.
Sympathy to the family of long-time Wesley member, Neva Itzin, who died on Thursday, July 19th, at the age of
101. She lived at Amber Glen in Urbana. Her husband, Frank, preceded her in death.
Sympathy to Andrew and Ashlynn Stillwell and family at the death of Andrew’s grandmother, Mona Steffen, who
died on July 17th, at the age of 88. She lived in Cunningham, Kansas.

Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Dr. Kerrith Livengood | Director of Christian Education
and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman | Director of Communications Bruce Adams
Comptroller Dean Carr
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S.Taylor | Aide for Development Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:15 a.m.

Building Hours
Summer Hours (August 1st- 26th)
Weekdays open 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday closed
Sunday open 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Regular hours resume Sunday August 26th.
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday open 8:00 a.m.- 10:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday open 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Midnight

