July is music month at Wesley!

Join us for five special Sundays where we’ll raise our voices together in one service at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday July 1st The Claytons
The duo of Willis and Katie Clayton perform contemporary worship favorites and originals.
Sunday July 8th A Little Child Shall Lead Them
The children of Wesley will be focus of our service this Sunday, participating in choirs and bible readings.
Sunday July 15th Jazz Service
Devotional music from spirituals to swing as a popular service returns. You’ll hear pieces by Stevie Wonder, Miles
Davis, John Lewis, Wynton Marsalis, and traditional praise songs.
Sunday July 22nd Wesley’s Got Talent
The title says it all. Experience the range of talents our Wesley family possesses!
Sunday July 29th Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
We’ll sing some hymns you know and love. Request your favorite hymns and bring friends!
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Calendar
Sunday, July 1st, 9:30 a.m., Sanctuary (and every Sunday)
July Worship – Join us each Sunday in July at 9:30am for worship with a special musical theme. July 1 – special
musical duo, The Claytons; July 8 – Our Children Lead Us; July 15 – Jazz Service; July 22 – Wesley’s Got Talent;
July 29 – Favorite Hymn Sing. Contact Pastor Julie if you’d like to participate in our talent service.
Friday, July 6th
3:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class – We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice conversation, listening and reading
skills, and learn about American individuals, culture, and history. It’s a free class for international students,
visiting scholars, family members and community friends, so join us!
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International and domestic students, visiting scholars and community members are
welcome to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends from around
the world, and learn about each other's cultures!
6:00 p.m., Wesley Parking Lot/Harvest Moon Drive-In
Drive-In Movie Theater Trip – Meet us at 6:00 p.m. in the Wesley Parking Lot to carpool to Gibson City to enjoy a
double-feature movie night! We’ll grab dinner at the drive-in or bring your own food (you must purchase a $5
food permit). Admission is $7 per person.
Wednesday, July 11th & 18th, 6:30 p.m., Wesley Parking Lot
Worship at Cunningham – Students and young adults are invited to join us as we carpool to Cunningham
Children’s Home to connect with their youth and help lead Wednesday night worship – church camp style! If
you’d like to give one of the devotions, please contact Pastor Julie.
Saturday, July 14th, All day, Wesley Foundation
Alumni Reunion – Students and Wesley folks are invited to join Wesley Foundation alumni as we gather for lunch,
a packaging event, fellowship time and a special Midweek, with special guest Jeff Ford. For more information,
go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wesley-summer-2018-reunion-registration-46016840609?aff=efbeventtix.

Faces of Our Faith sermon series
There are many heroes of the faith - people we admire and wish to be. However, there are
even more ordinary people of faith—those doing what they can with what they have to make a
difference. Our sermon series digs into the bold and untold stories of those often overlooked in
our biblical narratives. These characters remind us that we all play a part in shaping God’s
story of redemption and grace and encourage us to find the faces of our faith in our world
today.
Wesley is offering a study connected to our sermon series. You are invited to bring your lunch
and join us every Wednesday from noon-1:00 p.m., for a light and engaging discussion that
will connect with the sermon planned for the following Sunday. Study journals are available in
the center office for purchase - just $5. Contact Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) for more
information. “The Daughters of Zelophehad” by Lauren Wright Pittman, courtesy of sanctifiedart.org
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A message from Pastor Deborah Kang

Dear Members and Friends of Wesley United Methodist Church,
It is with humility and with great happiness that I take this opportunity to introduce myself to you as your
associate pastor. I’m so thankful for your welcoming heart and prayers. As a way of introduction, let me share
with you a bit about my journey.
When it comes to the educational background, I majored in Systematic Theology with a thesis “A Theological
Investigation into Human Rights of Jürgen Moltmann” at Yonsei University Graduate School in South Korea. A
desire to look further into various perspectives led me to Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary in 2010. This
process enabled me to connect theology with ministry achieving a Master of Divinity degree in 2013 and a Master
of Theological Studies focusing on a thesis, “The Compassionate Hope of God in the Vulnerability of Cardiac
Patients” in 2016. In addition, I have worked Doctor of Ministry in Preaching in cooperation with ACTS, the
Association of Chicago Theological Schools. My passion for preaching is at the heart of proclaiming the good news
of Jesus Christ through homiletical methods, theological paradigms, and cultural awareness.
As a pastor, my gifts and strengths are as follows: Pastoral Care and Counseling; Evangelism and Social Justice;
Music Ministry and Programming. I had been trained in clinical pastoral education at Advocate Lutheran General
Hospital from 2013 to 2015. Based on the chaplaincy experience, I have enriched the Care and Share Ministry
Team through several educational seminars, the celebration of its ministry, and the new ministry of the support
group. As a best practice for evangelism, I have worked with the Newcomers’ Committee in order to welcome
new visitors and lead them to be connected in the body of Christ. In addition, JFON (Justice for Our Neighbors)
is a part of an international movement for immigration services by welcoming immigrants into our churches and
communities. Fueled by acts of justice, I am so excited to experience a love that is stronger than fear. According
to my music gifts of voice, flute, and piano, creating music ministries has been linked with powerful worship
experiences, music therapy for member care, and the abundant programs in reaching out towards a local
community. Most of all, I believe the greatest gift from God is creating good teamwork. I’m so happy to work
with you all.
My beloved husband, Chi-Yong Oh has served Jesus-Love UMC since 2015. He is also a musician, and we love
singing together. My loving daughter, Cindy is going to go to high school, and she is highly interested in math,
music, and dance. She says to me, “Mommy, you seem like a perpetual student.” I love learning through books
and people. I love going to the gym too. Thanks to God’s guidance, my family and I are beyond excited to be
moving to Champaign to be part of your wonderful church. - Rev. Deborah Kang
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Wesley Church and Student Center closed Wednesday July 4th
Wesley United Methodist Church and Wesley Foundation offices will be closed in observance of Independence
Day. We will open for regular summer hours at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday July 5th.

Etc. Coffeehouse
The Etc. Coffeehouse is officially closed for the summer, but students are still welcome to use this space and the
Student Lounge for studying, reading, hanging out, etc. You are invited to bring your own beverages and food, as
we do not have volunteers to make coffee during the summer. Please help us keep the spaces neat and inviting
by cleaning up after yourself - we really appreciate it!

ESL Class & International Coffeehouse
The summer session of our ESL class and International Coffeehouse has resumed, and we invite you to join us.
The class meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m. each week, followed by the coffeehouse gathering
in the Etc. Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Students, visiting scholars, family and community friends are
invited to practice English, enjoy coffee, treats, and snacks, and learn about each other’s cultures. Come sit
where the world gathers around your table.

Coming this fall:
Wesley Fall Seminar, Sunday October 7 - The Future of Democracy
Speakers will include former Illinois Congressman and Professor of Public Policy, Jim Nowlan, Professor of Political Science
Brian Gaines and Professor of Law Tom Ulen, among others. Put the date on your calendar!
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Summer Jazz Service July 15th
Make sure to join us Sunday, July 15th at 9:30 a.m. for the return of Jazz Service to the Wesley Sanctuary.
Wesley musical participants will be joined by University of Illinois School of Music Jazz faculty members Tito
Carrillo, Chip McNeill, and Ron Bridgewater. Wesley Director of Traditional Music Worship Dr. Barrington
Coleman has programmed a diverse selection of compositions in the freedom and praise song tradition of the
African American Diaspora and the improvisational dynamics of jazz.
Our musical contributors have recorded and performed with artists like Max Roach, McCoy Tyner, Horace Silver,
Arturo Sandoval, Cab Calloway, Patricia Barber, Kurt Elling, Maynard Ferguson, Tito Puete, Paquito D'Rivera,
Christian McBride, Lonnie Plaxico, Sam Rivers, Quincy Jones and Phil Collins. They’ve led their own ensembles
and performed around the world.
The musical program includes “Jesus’ Last Ballad” by Bill Evans, “Django” by John Lewis, the traditional song “I
Woke Up This Morning with My Mind (Stayed on Jesus)”, “Seven Steps to Heaven” by Victor Feldman and Miles
Davis, “Screamin’ the Blues” by Oliver Nelson, “Shelter in the Rain” by Stevie Wonder”, “The Blessing” by
Wynton Marsalis and more. You don’t want to miss this unique worship service!

Let's All Go to the Movies!
All students and Wesley folks are invited to join us Friday, July 6th, as we head to Gibson City to enjoy films at the drive-in
movies! We'll gather in the Wesley parking lot at 6:00 p.m. and carpool together to watch a double-feature under the
stars. Admission is $7 per person; dinner is available to purchase, or you may bring your
own food with a $5 food permit (which includes a $6 coupon for the snack bar). Let
Pastor Julie know if you plan to attend and whether you can help us carpool - thanks!
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Celebrating our Senior Student Volunteers
Jessica Wcislo graduated from the University of Illinois with a degree in Molecular and
Cellular Biology. She plans to pursue a medical career as a physician. Jessica volunteered
for the pantry her entire senior year. Check out what she had to say about volunteering at
the food pantry.
What inspired you to start volunteering at the pantry and what motivated you to
continue volunteering?
I like staying busy and constantly be doing things, the food panty seemed like a great way
to get to know the local community members and be able to make a positive impact in the
community in my free time. I continued to volunteer here because I have grown attached
to the people and the fellow volunteers and I like interacting with them.
What is your favorite part about volunteering?
My favorite part was interacting with the children and being able see how the Wesley Food Pantry is making a
positive impact in their families.
What were your personal goals for this experience?
My personal goals were to gain a greater perspective on the world and see the different lifestyles people lead
and be understanding and able to relate to them. I believe that empathy and understanding are at the center of
good morals and ideals.
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Meet our Summer Intern: Cara Feng
Cara recently graduated from UIUC with a Bachelor of Science degree in Food
Science. Her personal and academic experiences have been enriched by various
research projects, as well as studying abroad in France and Costa Rica. Through
her involvement with the College of ACES, Cara became increasingly aware of
the issue and stigma around food waste and food insecurity; in the summer of
2017, she and three fellow student leaders founded the volunteer-based food
recovery program, Project 4 Less. Since February 2018, the program has been
packaging food surplus from Ikenberry Dining Hall for the clients of Wesley Food
Pantry. As a part of her internship this summer, Cara is working to continue the
operation.

Donor Spotlight:
Gayle Adkins-McDonald and Episcopal Chapel of St. John the Divine
On May 3rd, Gayle Adkins-McDonald participated in the David Jones Persuasive Speaking Contest at
Parkland College. The contest gave participants the opportunity to speak about their favorite
charity. Gayle choose the Wesley Food Pantry and she placed second in the contest.
Congratulations Gayle!
At this contest, Gayle met members of the Episcopal Chapel of St. John the Divine. They were so
impressed with Gayle’s advocacy highlighting food insecurity and with her passion for the Wesley
Food Pantry, that they donated $1,000 to the pantry.
We are beyond humbled and grateful to both Gayle, for choosing the Wesley Food Pantry as her charity to speak
about, and to the Social Concerns Committee of the Episcopal Chapel of St. John the Divine for making such a
generous donation! They have truly made a difference in the lives of so many in our community who do not
always know where their next meal is coming from.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Client Corner: “My” Mushroom Soup
Our pantry inventory can vary greatly depending on what is available from Eastern Illinois Foodbank, Midwest
Food Bank, and the USDA Commodity program. We like to think that we have a wide range of items to match
the wide range of food tastes among our clients. Almost every week, we hear a little excitement over an item
that we thought might not be very popular. That happened this month with mushroom soup. One shopper told
Dawn that her son told her, "don't forget to get my soup." She said he loves the mushroom soup cooked with a
little onion.

Summer Volunteers Needed!
We invite you to join us in serving our community! Come see the
food pantry in action; join us on either Wednesday afternoons or
Thursday evenings. The signup link is on our website,
www.wesleypantry.org, on the volunteer page. Do good; feel
good! Contact Katie at kthomas@wesleypantry.org for more info.
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Family Fun Night, Sponsored by Junior League C-U
Benefitting Wesley Food Pantry and Austin’s Place
Date: Monday, July 23
Time: 5:00- 8:00 pm
Place: Riggs Beer Company, 1901 S. High Cross Road, Urbana
JLCU are offering some summer fun for their first fundraiser of the new year at Riggs Beer Company! They will
have appetizers, entertainment, auction items, a raffle, and games. Bring your family and friends. Tickets are
$10 in advance (age 13+), $5 for kids (age 6-12), and tots are free (age 5 & under).

In Memory

A GIFT IN MEMORY OF
KEN HUNTER
HAS BEEN MADE TO THE WESLEY FOOD PANTRY

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Doors open at 4:30 for
resources
Student Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m. First Monday of each month

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
First and third Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
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A Thank You from Rev. Miriam Snider
Dear Wesley Friends,
It has been my great pleasure to be your pastor!
When I think about my time at Wesley and about all of you I am overwhelmed
with gratitude. I am grateful for our time and ministry together. I am grateful
for the many opportunities to serve alongside you and to grow into the disciples
we are called to be together. I am grateful for Wesley Church, for your place in
the heart of the campus and for your mission and vision to be a community for
all of God’s people. Please know that I am forever changed by you. You have
left such a remarkable imprint upon my life that I will go from this place more
fully equipped to do what God has called me to do and to be who God has called
me to be. For all of this and so much more I am so very grateful. It has been a
privilege to serve as Wesley’s Associate Pastor and I look forward in the future
to watching how you will grow disciples for the transformation of the world.
I am confident you will welcome Pastor Deborah and her family and that you will move into the future guided by
the Holy Spirit. I have met Pastor Deborah and like her very much. She is excited to become your pastor and I am
thrilled to have such a gifted leader become your Associate Pastor. She will serve and lead you well. Please show
her the same kindness, grace and goodness that you have showed to me.
Please know that I will always be your friend, but as of July 1st I will no longer be your pastor. I will not be
returning to Wesley to perform pastoral duties like weddings, funerals or pastoral visits. I will continue to
celebrate with you the good work that God is doing through you and I will definitely continue to pray for you.
Thank you dear friends! Thank you for seven years of transformative and grace-filled ministry! You will always
have a special place in my heart.
Grace & Peace to you,
Pastor Miriam
P.S. Thank you so very much for the very generous gifts at our send off. Katie told me she was so excited that
she wanted to squeal when she opened her gift, but that there were too many people watching her. They are
both so incredibly excited. Every time I wear my new white clergy robe I will remember the congregation that
gifted it to me. Thank you so much for your tremendous generosity.

Wesley Alumni Reunion July 14th and 15th
Wesley family members are invited to join Wesley Foundation alumni as we gather for
lunch, a packaging event, fellowship time and a special Midweek. This summer reunion
has a special 90s flavor with special guest Jeff Ford. Alumni, current students and
Wesley friends of all ages are welcome to join us for any or all of the special activities
this weekend! For more information, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wesleysummer-2018-reunion-registration-46016840609?aff=efbeventtix.
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Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years

Children’s Sunday School is taking a break July 15th and 22nd
Childcare will be available while our teachers take a well-deserved summer break.

Youth Ministry
Junior High – No Sunday School classes this school year. Junior High students are encouraged to attend
worship with their families.
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Congratulations
Our sincerest congratulations to former Peer Ministers, Maggie Thomas and Zach Harper on their
engagement. Maggie is currently one of our Seminary Interns and will be going to Duke Divinity School this fall.
They planned to be married on Dec. 28th, 2018.

Gratitude
Jane and Mike McCulley would like to thank Wesley for the many prayers that have been sent our way. What a
warm and comforting feeling you have given us! God’s blessings to you!

Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Deborah Kang
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Dr. Kerrith Livengood | Director of Christian Education
and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman | Director of Communications Bruce Adams
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S.Taylor | Aide for Development Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust | Part-time Custodian Chris Livesay
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
Sundays in July Combined Service 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
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