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Gratitude for Pastor Miriam’s Ministry
Farewell Reception on June 10th
On April 15th, Rev. Miriam Snider announced she is moving to
the Springfield area to begin an appointment as directing
pastor at Chatham United Methodist Church. Miriam's ministry
at Wesley has made an impact on so many lives, and we know
many will wish to thank her in person. Mark your calendars for
Sunday, June 10th, when will gather to exchange formal
farewells in Watseka Lounge after service.
Thank you for your service Pastor Miriam!
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Campus Ministry Calendar
Friday, June 1st, 3:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class – We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice conversation, listening and reading
skills, and learn about American individuals, culture, and history. It’s a free class for international students,
visiting scholars, family members and community friends, so join us!
Friday, June 1st, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International and domestic students, visiting scholars and community members are
welcome to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends from around
the world, and learn about each other's cultures!
Sunday, June 3rd, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Tuesday, June 5th, 8:00 p.m., Wesley Theater (and every Tuesday)
American Classic Movie Night – Students, Wesley folks, and community friends are invited to join us in the
Wesley Theater (directly above the Etc. Coffeehouse) every Tuesday night as we enjoy an American classic film,
snack on themed treats, and have a fun night out. Bring a friend – we’ll see you there!
Wednesday, June 13th, 6:30 p.m., Wesley Parking Lot (and June 20th & 27th)
Worship at Cunningham – Students and young adults are invited to join us as we carpool to Cunningham
Children’s Home to connect with their youth and help lead Wednesday night worship – church camp style! If
you’d like to give one of the devotions, please chat with Pastor Julie.
Sunday, June 24th, 10:30 a.m., Wesley Sanctuary
Combined Sunday Worship – Join us for this special worship as Wesley alumnus, Clayton Daughenbaugh,
speaks about preserving Red Rock Canyonlands wilderness area and the urgent need to protect the largest
network of undesignated wilderness lands remaining in the lower 48 states. A salad potluck meal with a question
and answer session in Watseka Lounge will follow the service. Invite a friend!
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Council of Bishops recommends “One Church” plan to General Conference
As Pastor Julie mentioned in her sermon Sunday, May 6th, the United Methodist Church Council of Bishops has
recommended that the Special Session of the General Conference meeting in February 2019 adopt the One
Church Plan drafted by the Commission on a Way Forward. You can read the Bishops' press release here.
New Council of Bishops President Ken Carter said “The Council’s prayerful deliberation reflected the diversity of
the global denomination on the matter of homosexuality and many other matters. The Council affirms the
strength of this diversity and our commitment to maintain the unity of the church.”

United Methodist Women’s Spring Book Discussion
Please join us Monday, June 11, 7:00 P.M., at Sue Kiddo’s home for a discussion on the
book The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan. Melissa Applebee will be the facilitator for
Kiernan’s novel. Refreshments will be provided.
“They came from all across the United States, to a city not found on any map. They were
forbidden to talk about their work, not even with each other. They were racing against the
clock to save their country…and what they created there would change the war--and the
world--forever.”

Summer 2018 Wesley Reunion
Come join us Friday, July 13th through Sunday, July 15th for a reunion with the 1985-99 Wesley Student Center
classes. Our special guest will be Jeffery L. Ford, who was campus minister at Wesley during those years.
Saturday will feature a pizza and salad lunch buffet, food repackaging with Illini Fighting Hunger and midweekstyle worship with Jeff. Sunday Wesley United Methodist Church will celebrate the yearly Jazz Service and we'll
share brunch afterwards. All events are free and in air-conditioned comfort! You can RSVP online here or contact
Wayne Wilson at wayne@wesleyui.org
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Thank you Campus Cooperative Preschool for the burst of color!

Thank you to the Pre-K Class for brightening up the Sanctuary hallway with a display of artwork in May
celebrating Mother’s Day and all those who nurture people in our lives. The photo above captures only a small
portion of the vibrant creativity that was on view. Many of us don’t venture into the basement hallway and
Preschool classrooms, so it’s great to be able see some of what the kids are creating.
It’s a wonder to have a glimpse of the world as seen, imagined and recreated by children. The Wesley family is
blessed by the presence of the teachers, children and volunteers of the Preschool!

Etc. Coffeehouse and ESL Class
The Etc. Coffeehouse is officially closed for the summer, but students are still welcome to use this space and the
Student Lounge for studying, reading, hanging out, etc. You are invited to bring your own beverages and food, as
we do not have volunteers to make coffee during the summer. Please help us keep the spaces neat and inviting
by cleaning up after yourself - we really appreciate it!
ESL Class & International Coffeehouse
The summer session of our ESL class and International Coffeehouse begins Friday, June 1st, and we invite you to
join us. The class meets in the conference room from 3:00-4:00 p.m. each week, followed by the coffeehouse
gathering in the Etc. Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Students, visiting scholars, family and community friends
are invited to practice English, enjoy coffee, treats, and snacks, and learn about each other’s cultures. Come sit
where the world gathers around your table
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More than 60 adults have received tutoring from Project READ at Wesley since February 1st
Free childcare and later start time expected to increase that number
Help someone who didn't finish high school reach their goals! Many adults who want to get their GEDs do not
read well enough to enter these programs. Beginning May 17th, Wesley Food Pantry, Project READ, and UI
Extension SNAP-ED will provide free child care, healthy snacks, and tutoring to help adults improve their skills.
Tutors and learners meet Thursday evenings from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the West Lounge. SNAP-ED will provide a
nutrition activity for K-5 students. Tutoring for adult English-language learners will continue as well.
We need your help! Consider becoming a tutor or work in the nursery. Or maybe your group could sponsor one
night of childcare each month. To learn more, contact Katie Thomas (kthomas@wesleypantry.org) or Donna
Camp (dcamp@parkland.edu).
Here are our greatest needs:
Become a tutor
Learn more or sign up for training (the next Wesley one is June
14, although you may attend training at any location).
Volunteer in the childcare area
Email ProjectREAD@parkland.edu or kthomas@wesleypantry.org
Sponsor a paid childcare worker for one night ($40)
Mark your donation to Wesley Food Pantry “Childcare for
Tutoring”
Talk to groups about sponsoring one night per month of
childcare ($80-100/month)
Contact Project READ or Wesley Food Pantry regarding pledges
from groups.
Serve and clean up snacks for children or adults, help visitors find rooms, etc.
Sign up in a “General Volunteer” slot at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c49a5a728a6ff2-classrom
Spread the word to other potential helpers!
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectREADatParkland/
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The Student Nurses at Parkland College are awesome!
We owe a BIG thank you to the student nurses at Parkland College for all their help this
academic year! Every Wednesday 2-3 student nurses volunteered at the Parkland food
distributions. To the end the year, they did a canned food drive for the pantry. They
collected A LOT of food. Thank you!

June’s restaurant fundraiser is at Portillo’s!
If you still have not had the chance to check out Portillo’s, this is your chance! This
popular Chicagoland restaurant recently landed in Chambana. Our fundraiser is scheduled
for June 5th from 5:00-8:00 p.m. Please be sure to show the cashier the flyer. The food
pantry will receive 20% of the proceeds! Visit Portillo’s and enjoy a Chicago Style hotdog while at the same time
supporting the food pantry. The flyer is on our website, Facebook page and in the center office.

U.S. Representative Rodney Davis visits the Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland
On May 2nd Congressman Rodney Davis visited the Wesley Food
Pantry at Parkland College. In late February, a food pantry board
member and I visited Washington D.C. for the National Anti-Hunger
Policy Conference. On our last day there, we stopped by Rep.
Davis’s office to meet with his legislative aide. Rep. Davis was not
able to attend the meeting, but we left him an invitation to visit
the Parkland Pantry and tour the garden. Shortly after, his office
contacted us to set up a visit.
Rep. Davis toured the pantry and our garden. We discussed several
topics including the Farm Bill, SNAP, the Pantry's collaboration with
Parkland, and the importance of job training and education to lift
people out of poverty. We emphasized that SNAP reforms should not leave people who need the help behind.
Thank you to Congressman Davis for taking the time to observe and learn first-hand about the important work
we do in the community. We are in the process of scheduling a day of service at the Parkland Pantry for his
Champaign staff.

Summer volunteers needed!
If you are available to volunteer Wednesdays afternoons or Thursday
evenings, please join us in serving our community. The signup link is on our
website, www.wesleypantry.org, on the volunteer page. If you are new to
Wesley, this is a great opportunity to get involved. Do good, feel good!
Contact Katie at kthomas@wesleypantry.org if you have any questions.

6 | Page

June 2018

The Spire

It is gardening season. Do you have a green
thumb?
The gardens at Wesley and Parkland are planted and starting to grow. We
are very excited to be able to offer fresh produce to our clients once again
this year. If you like gardening and are willing to share your time and
talents, please let us know! We can use a bit of help to plant, weed, and
maintain the gardens over the summer. Contact Dawn at
operations@wesleypantry.org to sign up to help us with the gardens.

Client Corner: Medical care and poverty
As I checked in Sally*, she looked unsure as to what to do next. I explained to her that I would
register her and that a volunteer would help her make her way through the pantry. She
explained that this was her first time at the pantry. She recently returned to Illinois after
having left two years ago to take care of her mother. Her mother had suffered from dementia
and passed away a few months ago. I expressed my condolences to Sally. Sally then said she
was back in Illinois and still settling in. After shopping, she thanked me.
Clients often mention a medical emergency, either their own or a family member’s, as a reason for visiting our
food pantry. The high cost of medical care drives millions of Americans into poverty and food insecurity.
* Name changed to protect identity

In Memory
A GIFT IN HONOR OF
MORGAN BOES
HAS BEEN MADE TO THE WESLEY FOOD
PANTRY

A GIFT IN MEMORY OF
JOHN SCOTT
HAS BEEN MADE TO THE WESLEY FOOD
PANTRY

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Doors open at 4:30 for resources
Student Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m. First Monday of each month

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
First and third Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
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Combined Service Sunday June 24th with speaker Clayton Daughenbaugh
Please make sure to attend this special combined serve with an ecological justice theme. Wesley United Methodist Church
alumnus Clayton Daughenbaugh (1969-72) is heavily involved in preserving Red Rock Canyonlands wilderness area in
southern Utah as Midwest Regional Organizer for the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and Chair of the Sierra Club's
National Wildlands and Wilderness Committee. He will speak about the urgent need to protect the largest network of
undesignated wilderness lands remaining in the lower 48 states. Clayton’s extensive background in community and
conservation organizing gives him special insight into the sustained effort required to protect and steward our remaining
American wildlands. A question and answer session in Watseka Lounge will follow the service.

Congratulations to our Graduates!
We congratulate all our student graduates on your accomplishments.
We recognize that some of you will engage in work locally or begin new
academic programs at the University of Illinois, and look forward to your
continuing participation in our Wesley community. We also know that
some of you will move to begin new adventures and chapters in other
places. We have been blessed to have you as members of our Wesley
family and look forward to staying connected! If you would like to share
updated contact information, please email Pastor Julie
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) with your details.
We celebrate the following University of Illinois graduates for the 2017-2018 academic year:
Bachelor degrees – Daniel Camp-Blair, Grace Crowcroft, Sarah Flygare, Zach Harper, Skylar Lipman, Maggie Thomas,
Devon Goszkowicz, Ian Harris, Sam Okrent, English Henderson, Loni Sneed, Shane Varghese, Jessica Wcislo, Rebecca
Whalen, Kaleigh Wilkins, Alyssa Yee; Masters degrees – Susan Bywaters, Dean Moore II; Doctoral degrees – Jungsik Park;
Doctor of Medicine degrees – Morgan Boes, Greg Damhorst. Congratulations and best wishes from all of us at Wesley!

American Classic Movie Nights
Students, Wesley folks, and community friends are invited to enjoy a classic American film
every week in June and July, beginning Tuesday June 5 th, at 8:00 p.m. in the Wesley Theater!
Join us as we celebrate the best of comedy, sci-fi, animated, western, and more, in the history
of American cinema. It’s free with plenty of beverages and snacks provided, so invite your
friends and we’ll see you there! (Movies are for those 14+ years of age.)
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AEDs at Wesley: Train and Try?
First a story: In 1970, when I had my first real nursing job in Southern California, I
attended my first hospital in-service training on performing CPR (cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation), including practice on Resusci-Annie, the “dummy” model. When I
returned to my assigned unit, one of my licensed Registered Nurse co-workers said,
“Wow, that is weird! I wouldn’t even try, would you?” Another answered, “No!” I was
aghast. Soon after, “Code Blue” resuscitation, and “crash carts” with critical supplies,
became common in hospitals.
Now, 48 years later, we’ve come a long way to a time when CPR training for health
professionals as well as members of the general public includes instruction on using an
AED. As most readers know, the AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is an FDAcleared public access device designed to treat sudden cardiac arrest.
In the near future Wesley will be purchasing two AEDs. The device has visual and voice prompts to walk a
rescuer through a sudden cardiac arrest, and is essentially safe, regardless of the rescuer’s level of training or
experience. However, we do want trained rescuers, beginning with Wesley staff persons, and including members
of the congregation who are willing to undergo three hours of training and subsequently serve if and when the
need arises, i.e., not only “train,” but agree to “try!”
Since the rescue goal is to have the device in use within three (3) minutes of an identified event, we plan to
purchase two AEDs, one placed in the sanctuary and the other in Watseka Lounge. Some details remain to be
worked out, but the wait shouldn’t be long.
No doubt we have folks in the congregation who are already CPR/AED certified. If you are willing to serve,
please notify Parish Nursing as below. You might want to be trained on the device we purchase, but that is not
essential if you are willing to help. Our goal is to post a highly visible list of certified rescuers with each device,
so the nearest rescuer can be summoned.
Are you interested in becoming certified and serving on this clearly vital team? Want to “train” and “try?” At this
time, training is likely to be limited to 15 people, and beyond staff members will be first come, first included.
To volunteer, please contact Parish Nurse Meg Rauschenberger, mamarausch@gmail.com; cell phone 217-3775362; or call the Wesley Office and ask to be included.
- Meg Rauschenberger
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Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years

Children’s Sunday School is taking a break during June
We’ll resume in July.

Youth Ministry
Junior High – No Sunday School classes this school year. Junior High students are encouraged to attend
worship with their families.
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Sympathy
We extend sympathy to John Taylor and Barbara Hughes, and family at the death of John’s mother, Barbara
Philpott, on Monday, May 14th at the age of 88. She lived in Tiskilwa, Illinois.

Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister Rev. Miriam Snider
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Dr. Kerrith Livengood | Director of Christian Education
and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman | Director of Communications Bruce Adams
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S.Taylor | Aide for Development Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust | Part-time Custodian Chris Livesay
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service in ETC Coffeehouse
Sunday June 24th Combined Service 10:30 a.m., Fingerfood Potluck in Watseka after services
Sundays in July Combined Service 10:30 a.m.
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