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Spring Choral Concert Sunday May 6th 
 

Please join us for the 
Wesley Spring Choral 
Concert, Sunday, May 6 at 
4:00 p.m. in the Wesley 
Sanctuary.  
 
The Wesley Chancel Choir 
and director Barrington 
Coleman will be joined by 
guest organist Keith 
Williams, and guest singers 
and instrumentalists in 
performing the “Missa 
Brevis Sancti Joannis de 
Deo (Small Organ Mass”) by 
Joseph Haydn for chorus, 
strings and organ.   
 
Other works on the 
program include the 
spiritual "Witness" as 

arranged by Halloran/Bolks, and "Ye Shall Have a Song" from The Peaceable Kingdom by Randall 
Thompson.  
 
All are welcome to enjoy light refreshments at a reception in Watseka Lounge following the 
concert.  Child care will be provided. 
 
Spring Bell Choir Concert Friday May 4th 
 
Come to Watseka Lounge at 6:30 p.m. Friday, May 4th, for a casual concert by the Wesley Bell Choir. 
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Impact of Climate Change on Health: panel discussion May 6th 
 
The Wesley Green Team will host a panel discussion on the Impact of Climate Change on Health in the Watseka Lounge on 
Sunday May 6th at 11:00 a.m. The panelists are Julie Pryde, Administrator for Champaign-Urbana Public Health Office, Jim 
Angel, Illinois State Climatologist, and Pat Dempsey, Executive Director of Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting. All 
three panelists bring a wealth of experience and interest in this issue.  A question and answer session will follow their 
presentation.  
 
Lunch will be provided. Please join us.   
Stay informed! Sign up for the quarterly Green Team newsletter at   https://bit.ly/2vmjyaQ. 
 
 

American religious history and the women writers who shaped it 
UMW Program Wednesday May 2nd 6:00 p.m. 
Please join us for a finger-food potluck at 6:00 p.m. in the West Lounge. 
 
Christine Hedlin will present the program, “American Religious History and the Women Writers Who Shaped It.”  Christine is 
finishing her PhD. in English at the University of Illinois, specializing popular mid to late-nineteenth century religious fiction. 
All are welcome to attend and if child care is needed, please contact Virginia Dickey at vdickey88@gmail.com . 
 

UMW Plant Sale May 6th 
As you begin to spruce up your garden this spring, contribute any extra shade plants, perennials, veggie starts, houseplants, 
bulbs, and garden décor to the UMW’s annual plant sale on Sunday, May 6th. We will offer “Horse’s Patootie” compost! 
Preorders on the compost are recommended to ensure there will be 
an adequate quantity on hand.  
Call Sue Kiddo at 367-2991 with preorders.  
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Campus Ministry Calendar  

Tuesday, May 1, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and May 8) Grad Student Book Study  
Grad students and young adults meet Tuesdays in the Student Lounge to make connections with others across 
disciplines and to share great conversation around our book study.  Questions?  Email Michael Drummond at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 
Wednesday, May 2, 7:30 p.m. Wesley Theater Last Day of Classes Movie Night and Party 
Join us for movies and pizza in the theater as we celebrate the last day of classes! 
 
Thursday, May 3, 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse Reading Day Pancakes 
Students and members of the campus community are invited to come by the coffeehouse for pancakes and 
breakfast items on Reading Day! 
 
Friday, May 4 – Friday, May 11, all day U of I Finals Week 
Wesley will provide a variety of free snacks every day in the Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge to help 
students stay energized for studying, reading, and writing. Good luck with finals! 
 
11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) Friday with Friends Lunch  
Join us in the coffeehouse for the last lunch of the semester.  It’s a great way to celebrate the end of the school 
year! 
 
3:00 p.m., Conference Room ESL Class  
We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American culture.  
Friday, May 4, will be our last class of the spring semester.  ESL classes will resume at the same time on Friday, 
June 1. 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse International Coffeehouse  
All students, visiting scholars and community members are welcome to join us for coffee, snacks and 
conversation as we practice English, make new friends and learn about each other's cultures! 
 
Sunday, May 6, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Great Hall (and every Sunday) Sunday worship 
 
6:00 p.m., West Lounge Graduation Dinner  
We’ll celebrate those who are graduating this year. Free to graduates; $7/person for all others.  RSVP by May 2nd 
to Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org). 
 
Monday, May 7, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Downstairs Student-only Food Pantry – offered the first Monday of every 
month.  We all need help from time to time… we’re here to assist you, or someone you know.  Students need to 
bring your student I.D. 
 
Friday, May 11, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse International Coffeehouse – End-of-Year Cookout!  
Everyone is invited to join us for the last gathering during the spring semester.  We will resume meeting June 1. 
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What Are You Reading Right Now?  

 
I was scrolling through my Facebook feed and ran across a post by a 
friend asking for reading recommendations. She was headed on vacation 
and was looking for the right book to curl up with on the beach. I 
looked at the comments and there were 75 responses. “How will she 
ever choose between 75 different recommendations,” I thought. I 
clicked to see what books I might find interesting. On reading the 
comments I realized there weren’t 75 recommendations. I discovered a 
lot of comments by folks simply wishing they had more time to read or 
wishing their lives weren’t so busy so they could enjoy many of the 
recommendations themselves. There are so many media platforms, 

schedules and work tasks that vie for our attention, but as Christians reading still lies at the very heart of our 
identity.  
  
According to Chris Smith, author of Reading for the Common Good, what we read is important. “We should read 
Scripture and a diverse range of other works that are good, true, beautiful and just,” Smith says. “Even a tiny 
bit of reading,” he continues, “can help deepen our understanding, and that in belonging to churches, we have 
others who may be reading different sorts of things from which we can learn and grow.” Smith is exactly right. 
We don’t all need to be reading the same thing at the same time. A book study is great when we want to share 
the content of something particular, but we are all made better when we have good conversation about all the 
different things we are reading. Reading can lead to transformative conversations and transformative 
conversations can lead to transformed lives, decisions and worldviews.  
  
I encourage you to find a little space to read today, this week, this month. Find a poem, an article, a novel, 
choose a book of Scripture, or pick up something unexpected from the library. I also encourage you to talk about 
what you are reading. This week I asked Paul Unger and Bruce Adams (Wesley’s new Communication Director) to 
tell me about something they are reading. Perhaps, you’ll want to ask a friend the same. Here’s what Paul and 
Bruce are reading right now.  
  
Paul says he reading Thomas Friedman’s book, Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in the 
Age of Accelerations. He says, “Freidman believes that “technology, globalization and climate change are 
reshaping our institutions.” Friedman quotes John Donovan of AT&T and their new covenant with employees, 
which says, “You can be a lifelong employee if you are ready to be a lifelong learner.” (p. 218) That is quite a 
promise!” 
  
Right now, Bruce is reading A City Called Heaven. Here’s what he says about it, “Robert Marovich, who has 
hosted the Gospel Memories radio show on WLUW at 10:00 a.m. each Saturday for years, has put his considerable 
knowledge and connections to work writing this book for the University of Illinois Press. The book not only tells 
the story of the composers and performers who forged a dynamic musical form in the city, but also the story of 
African-American Christianity in Chicago during the late 19th century through the Great Migration.”  
 
Recently I’ve been reading a series of essays on the Psalms with a small group at Wesley. They come from Ellen 
Davis’ book, Getting Involved With God: Rediscovering the Old Testament. Something Davis says that stands out 
to me about the Psalms is that they “enable us to bring into our conversation with God feelings and thoughts 
that most of us think we need to get rid of before God will be interested in hearing from us…The Psalms teach us 
that profound change happens always in the presence of God. Over and over they attest to the reality that when 
we open our minds and hearts fully to the God who made them, then we open ourselves, whether we know it or 
not, to the possibility of being transformed beyond our imagining.”  
  
Happy reading friends! Happy conversation with friends and with God!  
May we all be transformed beyond our imagining.  Pastor Miriam 
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Mississippi Mission Work Trip Reflections: Why Am I Here? 

 
 
Why am I here? At the beginning of every mission work trip the participants all answer this question as part of 
our opening devotions. I think it is an important question to answer whether one is a veteran of many trips or 
this is their first experience. It helps everyone focus on the week ahead and think about what they want to 
accomplish. There were four of us on this year’s trip and here are our responses. 
 
I am here because I have found the habitat organization to be a dedicated loving community where our work is 
genuinely needed and appreciated. 
 
When I see the volunteers and homeowners working together to help each other and make the world a better 
place I find myself thinking that this is what the Kingdom of God looks like. That is why I am here, to 
experience just a little bit of the Kingdom of God. 
 
I am here to help others, for inner reflection and to focus on God’s purpose in my life. 
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As the type of person I am, much of my life is spent on myself. I am here because I welcome the opportunity to 
use some of my time to think primarily about others and to use my resources (time, ability, etc.) for other 
people. 
 
Sharing these answers with each other was the beginning of a productive and meaningful week. We spent four 
days sanding, mudding (applying joint compound, a material that looks like light gray mud) and taping drywall. 
Our group did quality work and when we left, the house was much farther along than when we arrived and ready 
for the next group to come in take over.  Van, who will be the home owner, worked side by side with us every 
day and it was great to get to know him and meet his family at the Thursday night pot luck. We took Wednesday 
off and traveled to Jackson, Mississippi to visit the new Mississippi Civil Rights Museum. It was a moving if 
somewhat disturbing experience that led to good discussion during our daily devotions.  
  
Each of us would like to thank the congregation for their prayers, encouragement and financial contributions 
that made this week possible and we want to take this opportunity to invite you to consider joining us next year 
when the trip will be March 17 – 23, 2019. The trip is open to anyone who is in high school or older and no 
experience is necessary, just a desire to serve God by serving others. – John Spurgeon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Evening Food Pantry is looking for volunteers 
 
In just a couple weeks, U of I students will be taking their final exams and heading home for the summer.  This 
means that from late May until late August, the Evening Pantry will be short on volunteers. If your Thursday 
evenings are free, we would deeply appreciate your help at the pantry.  Do good, feel good! 

 
Find the sign up link on our website www.wesleypantry.org 

 

A BIG Thank You to our Student Volunteers for a 
great year  
Thank you to all our college student volunteers for all your help this 
school year. We truly had some amazing volunteers and we could not 
have done it without you. We hope you have a great summer and we 
hope to see you next year! To our graduating seniors, the best of luck 

on all your future endeavors! 
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Donor spotlight: Napleton’s Auto Park of Urbana Charity of Choice contest 
Thank you to all who voted for the Wesley Food Pantry in Napleton's Charity of Choice Facebook contest in 
March. We WON! We picked up the $1000 check on Friday, April 6th and the staff at Napleton’s were very happy 
to give us the donation. Thank you Napleton’s Auto Park of Urbana for your generous support of the food pantry! 

 
2018 Restaurant Fundraisers updates 

Our 2018 restaurant fundraisers series continues with a fundraiser at Panda Express on 
Green St. on May 1st from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Panda Express will donate a generous 20% of 
event sales to the food pantry! Please be sure to present the flyer to the cashier.  The 
event flyer is on our website, on Facebook, or in the Church’s center office.  
  
Thank you to all who dined at Buffalo Wild Wings on March 14th to support the food pantry. 
BWW is donating $288, which represent 15% of the day’s proceeds.     
After just two restaurant fundraisers, the food pantry has raised $679!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial wellness peer educators

 

 
 

Thank you Orange Krush for your $750 grant. We truly appreciate your ongoing support! 
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The Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland College 
provides snacks to hungry learners 
The Wesley Food Pantry is providing snacks to students at Parkland’s 
Center for Academic Success program and at the Adult Education 
program. Program staff reported to Wesley that several of their students 
are food insecure and that they often ask for snacks while they are there 
studying. Jessica Jackson, a CAS coach, asked if there was anything the 
Wesley Food Pantry could do to help. We said absolutely and for the 
past month have been providing them with snack items such as breakfast 

squares, fruit cups and beef jerky. All these items are either free or are offered at a very low cost at the 
foodbank. We are thrilled to be serving even more students and making sure that they are not hungry while they 
are studying. 
 

Four pantry clients complete nutrition education course 
A few weeks ago, four pantry clients completed the 6-week 
nutrition education course offered by the U of I Extension 
program at the Parkland pantry. A fifth client will complete the 
course when the next session begins. All the clients were glad to 
have taken the course and asked if they could sign up for more 
classes!  

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
Volunteer spotlight: Champaign County Farm 
Bureau Young Ag Leaders 
Thank you to the Champaign County Farm Bureau Young Ag 
Leaders for volunteering with us on April 6th at the Evening 
Pantry! 
 

Many hands make light work: pantry clients as volunteers 
By Katie Thomas 
 
The last two Saturday distributions that I have coordinated not a single volunteer showed up. This sometimes 
happens. University of Illinois students will not realize that they signed up for the Parkland location and come to 
the Wesley location.   
  
As I was rushing to get everything set up for the food distribution to start, one of the clients asked how she could 
help. A second client asked what can I do and then a third client volunteered. Soon all four of us were opening 
cases of food, folding boxes, and straightening out carts. Everything was set up and ready to go right on time!  I 
thanked the women and they said no problem. That was few weeks ago.   
This past Saturday the same thing occurred. I arrived and no volunteers showed up.  The pantry board member, 
who was coming to help, was running late. The clients once again saw me hurriedly trying to get everything 
ready for the food distribution. The clients got up and started helping me. We were quickly done and ready for 
the distribution. It did not occur to me to ask for help. I should have asked, I could have I asked but I did not 
ask. However, they could see that I could use the help and they offered to do so unprompted. What an excellent 
reminder of the giving nature of our clients!  
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Parkland Student Organizations Community Service Event 
On April 11th the student organizations at Parkland College held a community service event to benefit the Wesley 
Food Pantry. The students who volunteered repackaged 1450 pounds of rice in a little over 90 minutes. Thank 
you to the students of Parkland for helping restock the pantry! 

 
 

Parkland Library fundraiser for the Parkland 
Pantry 
Each year the library staff at Parkland holds a cupcake-a-book 
contest that raises funds for the Wesley Food Pantry. People vote 
for their favorite cupcakes by making a donation! The entries this 
year were amazing! Thank you to the library staff and those who 
made entries this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wesley Location Hours

Every Thursday, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Doors open at 4:30 for resources 
Student Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m.  First Monday of each month 
 

Parkland Location Hours 
 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
First and third Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon 

 
Project READ  
Project READ and Wesley Food Pantry provide free tutoring for adults in reading, basic mathematics or ESL        
series on Thursdays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge. 
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Campus Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduation Dinner 
Graduating undergrad and graduate students are invited to be our guest at our Graduation Dinner, Sunday, May 
6, at 6:00 p.m. in the West Lounge. We’ll recognize those who have graduated/are graduating this year and 
celebrate these accomplishments together! Other students and members of the campus community are invited 
to join us - cost is just $7 per person. Please RSVP to Pastor Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) by Wednesday, May 
2nd. 
 
Last Day of Classes Celebration 
All students and visiting scholars are invited to join us in the Wesley Theater Wednesday, May 2nd, at 7:30 p.m., 
for a Movie Night and Party as we celebrate the last day of classes. We’ll watch a couple of flicks, enjoy some 
tasty treats, and take a break from studying before finals begin. Bring some friends and come celebrate with us! 
 
Reading Day Pancakes 
Students and members of the campus community are invited for pancakes and breakfast treats Thursday, May 
3rd, in the Etc. Coffeehouse, between 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  It’s just one of the ways Wesley will nourish you 
as you study for finals, so invite your friends and join us! 
 
Finals Snacks 
Wesley provides a variety of free snacks each day during finals week to keep students energized as they prepare 
for finals.  The Etc. Coffeehouse and Student Lounge will have plenty of fruit, candy, trail mix, and chocolate to 
help keep you nourished and focused so you can do your best.  We also have free Wi-Fi and excellent study 
spaces, so come by and make yourself at home! 
 
End-of-Year Cookout 
All students, visiting scholars, family and friends are invited to the last gathering of the International 
Coffeehouse for the spring semester, Friday, May 11th, from 4:00-6:00 p.m.   We’ll enjoy burgers, hot dogs, 
veggie dogs, and all the sides and fixings of an excellent cookout!  Bring some friends and let’s celebrate the end 
of the school year together. 
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Children’s and Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years 
First Sunday Infant – 6 years 

Children’s Sunday School 
3 year olds – 1st Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B, after the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Ms. Rachel and Mr. Brad teach this class. 
 
2nd grade – 5th Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Sylvia Maehr teaches this class. 
 
Reminder – No Sunday School Classes the First Sunday of each Month 

This allows children a chance to attend an entire worship service with their families. Childcare is provided for 
children up to 6 years of age in the Nursery. 
 

Youth Ministry 
Junior High – No Sunday School classes this school year. Junior High students are encouraged to attend 
worship with their families. 
 

Complementary babysitting for Wesley families 
Saturday May 5th will be the last babysitting session of the semester. Please take advantage of this opportunity! 
Babysitting is from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Games, movies and dinner are provided. 
 
Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at: 217-621-6984 
 
 
Vacation Bible School June 4th -8th 
Once again, Vacation Bible School will be offered to Wesley Families from Monday June 4th to Friday June 8th 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided. 
 
To reserve a place for your child please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at: 217-621-6984. The deadline is May 20th and 
enrollment will be capped at 30 children. 
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Sympathy 

We extend sympathy to the family of John Scott Jr. John was a long time Wesley United Methodist Church 
member and passed away on April 1st, Easter Sunday at the age of 91. He is survived by his wife Barbara; 
children John, Anne and Carl; nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

 
A funeral service was held for John on Saturday, April 7th, at Wesley United Methodist Church. The Rev. E. Paul 
Unger and Rev. Dan King Crede officiated. 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Margaret Camp-Blair, former Peer Minister and Wesley 
member, and Keagan McClelland who were married in Boulder, CO, on April 
6.  Mr. and Ms. McClelland’s new address is 

718 Stuart St 
Denver CO, 80204 

 

90th Birthday 

Wesley Member, Carol Peterson, will be turning 90 on Tuesday, May 
15th. Help us shower her with cards for this special birthday.   

You can send them to her at:  

101 W. Windsor Road, Apt. 1110 
Urbana IL, 61802  

 

Signs of Gratitude for Pastor Miriam’s Ministry 

Wesley to Receive Love Gift Donations through June 1st 
Farewell Reception on June 10th 

On April 15, Rev. Miriam Snider announced she is moving to the Springfield area 
to begin an appointment as directing pastor at Chatham United Methodist 
Church. Miriam's ministry at Wesley made an impact on so many lives, and we 
wish to thank her with a token of our appreciation in the form of a love gift. You 
are invited to make a donation to Wesley designated to Pastor Miriam's Love Gift 
now through June 1st, 2018, and mark your calendars for Sunday, June 10th, when 
will gather to exchange formal farewells with Miriam 
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Wesley Staff 

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Miriam Snider 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Dr. Kerrith Livengood | Director of Christian Education 
and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith  
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman | Bell Choir Director Sarah Flygare | Children’s Choir Director 
Sarah Flygare 
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S.Taylor | Aide for Development Wayne Wilson 
 
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow | Director of 
Communications Bruce Adams 
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust | Part-time Custodian Chris Livesay 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young 
 

Sunday Services 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service


