
 

 

Wesley Literary Tea is 
coming this month! 

January 28, 2018 
West Lounge, 2 p.m. 
 
This year, we will take a look at 
ILLINOIS AUTHORS.  There were 
many to consider!  The following 
books will be briefly reviewed by 
Wesley friends: 
 
The Complete Personal Memoirs of 
Ulysses S. Grant by Ulysses S. Grant 

 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest 
Hemingway 
 

The Martian Chronicles by Ray 
Bradbury 
 

The Thin Red Line:  A Novel by 
James Jones 
 

A book TBD by Sandra Cisneros 
 

Native Son by Richard Wright 
 

Spoon River Anthology by Edgar 
Lee Masters 
 

Ancestors:  A Family History by 
William Maxwell 
 

Presumed Innocent by Scott Turow 
 
This event offers a relaxing 
atmosphere among fellow book 
lovers and an opportunity to hear 
about some good winter reads.  
 
Refreshments and camaraderie will 
be served.  Bring a friend or two!  
People from the community are 
very welcome. 
 

- Sponsored by the Wesley United 
Methodist Women 
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Grow at Wesley 

Daily Bread Yoga Special 
Offerings this Winter 

Yoga, Chronic Pain & Healing 

Jan. 15, 22, 29, & Feb. 5 
Mondays, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

This is a 4-week series to practice 
and learn about yoga as another 
tool for living with chronic pain and 
chronic healing.  The physical yoga 
practice will be chair based; sitting 
and standing.  This class will not 
address specific conditions.  You will 
learn about yoga philosophy and 
meditation as it best relates to 
chronic pain and healing.  You do 
not have to have a personal reason 
or diagnosis of chronic pain to be in 
the class.  All our lives are directly 
and indirectly affected by chronic 
pain whether it is physical like 
arthritis, mental like anxiety, or 
spiritual like loneliness.  Come as 
you are and as you are able. 
 

Yoga, Grief & Growth 

Feb. 19, 26, Mar. 5, & 12 
Mondays, 7:00 -8:15 p.m. 

A 4-week series to practice and 
learn about yoga as another tool for 
living with grief and loss.  The 
physical yoga practice will be chair 
based; sitting and standing.  While 
this class will have a dimension of 
community, it will be a yoga 
practice and not a talk therapy 
group.  You will learn concepts of 
yoga philosophy and meditation as 
it best relates to grief and loss.  You 

do not have to have a personal 
reason or specific grief or loss to be 
in the class.  We all experience grief 
and loss whether it is about changes 
to our health, death of a loved one, 
or loss of a job.  Come as you are 
and as you are able. 
 
All classes are $5 a class.  If you 
have questions or concerns, please 
contact Rachel Bass-Guennewig at 
dailybreadyoga@gmail.com 
 
More information about other 
Daily Bread Yoga classes and 
retreats can be found at 
www.dailybreadyoga.wordpress.co
m 

United Methodist Hot 
Chocolate Truck 

When the United Methodist Hot 
Chocolate Truck visited down the 
street by the Krannert Center on 
Sunday, December 10th, Wesley 
members and student volunteers 
were there to help raise awareness 
of our Christmas message and hand 
out free hot chocolate. 
 
That Sunday was also the 
culmination of Wesley’s 
participation in a collective effort 
amongst the United Methodist 
Churches in C-U to collect cold 

weather gear for those in need in 
our community.  The gear collected 
is being distributed through the 
emergency homeless shelters, food 
pantries and schools. 

New Staff Member Bruce 
Adams to Start January 1st 

Bruce Adams is our new Director of 
Communications.  We say farewell 
to Dr. Derek Attig who has done 
such an outstanding job for us, and 
who will work with Bruce for a few 
weeks to get him up to speed on 
Wesley.  Bruce will work fulltime, 
vs. the 25% appointment that Derek 
had.  Bruce’s duties will include 
coordinating all publicity and 
communications efforts across the 
Foundation and Church.  We will 
feature more on Bruce next month, 
but in the meantime, welcome! 
 

mailto:dailybreadyoga@gmail.com
http://www.dailybreadyoga.wordpress.com/
http://www.dailybreadyoga.wordpress.com/


January 2018 The Spire 

 3  |  P a g e  

Take Action 

Join Us on an Alternative 
Spring Break! 

Habitat Mission Work Trip to 
Jonestown Mississippi, March 
18 – 24, 2018 

The Wesley intergenerational 
mission work trip to Jonestown, 
Mississippi will be March 18 – 24, 
2018.  We will be helping build a 
habitat home there and will also 
visit the National Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 
Anyone who is currently in high 
school or older is welcome to join us 
on the trip and no construction skills 
are required.  The guaranteed cost 
of the trip is $250 or less, and has 
been considerably less than that for 
the past few years due to the 
generous donations of the 
congregation. 
 

This cost includes all transportation, 
food, meals while traveling and in 
Memphis, admission to the 
museum, and a Habitat fee.  This 
mission trip changes the lives of the 
people we serve and encounter in 
Mississippi and also changes the 
lives of the participants. 
 
We would like to have everyone 
registered for the trip by February 
18th but we will take late 
registrations right up until we 
depart.  If anyone wishes to register 
or has questions about the trip they 
may contact John Spurgeon by 
phone (217-344-6981) or email 
jaspurgeon@aol.com 

Peace with Justice Sunday 

Wesley Social Action Ministry has 

chosen February 11th as our 2018 

Peace with Justice Sunday.  Special 

speaker will be Stephanie Corum, 

Assistant Public Defender, as we 

continue a focus on Incarceration.  

Mark your calendars for a combined 

worship service and finger-food 

potluck, and watch for more 

information in the February Spire. 

 
 

mailto:jaspurgeon@aol.com
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 6 years 

Children’s Sunday School 

3 year olds – 1st Grade meets from 
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B, 
after the children have attended the 
first fifteen minutes of church with 
their families.  Ms. Rachel and Mr. 
Brad teach this class. 
 
2nd grade – 5th Grade meets from 
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after 
the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their 
families.  Sylvia Maehr teaches this 
class. 
 
Reminder – No Sunday School 
Classes the 1st Sunday of each 
Month 

This allows children a chance to 
attend an entire worship service 
with their families.  Childcare is 
provided for children up to 6 years 
of age in the Nursery. 

Youth Ministry 

Junior High – No Sunday School 
classes this school year.  Junior High 
students are encouraged to attend 
worship with their families. 

Wesley Evening Babysitting 
– For Wesley Families Only 

The Education Committee is hosting 
free babysitting on Saturday, 
February 3rd, from 4-7 p.m. in 
Rooms 127 A & B.  Dinner and 
entertainment will be provided.  
Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at 
217-621-6984 or 
maehr@wesleyui.org. 

Trivia Night, Saturday, 
February 24th, 5-7 p.m. 

Come with a team of 5-6 people for 
a fun evening of a trivia 
competition!  We will gather in the 
Great Hall and have a light 
complimentary dinner and dive into 
our competition!  Prizes are 
awarded to the winning team and 
childcare is provided. 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Moment during Worship Service 

tel:(217)%20621-6984
mailto:maehr@wesleyui.org
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Wesley Office & Building Hours 

 

Winter Break 
 

December 23 – January 15 
 
 

Closed on weekends except for worship services. 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 23 Closed 

 Sunday, Dec. 24 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

  7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

 Monday, Dec. 25 Closed 

 Tuesday – Friday, Dec. 26 – 29 8 a.m. – Noon 

 Sunday, Dec. 31 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

  Monday, Jan. 1 Closed 

 Jan. 2 – 14 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Sunday, Jan. 7 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

 Sunday, Jan. 14 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

  11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 Monday, Jan. 15, MLK Jr. Day Closed 

 Tuesday, Jan. 16 Normal hours 
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Announcements 

Congratulations! 

to Matt Breeding and Viv Proano on 
the birth of their baby boy, Phineas 
William Breeding, born on 
Wednesday, November 22nd.   Proud 
first-time grandparents are Dee and 
Bill Breeding. 

Sympathy 

To Frankie Mosborg and family at 
the death of her husband, and long-
time Wesley member, Robert (Bob) 
who died on Wednesday, December 
6th at the age of 93.  A funeral 
service was held at Wesley for Bob 
on Monday, December 11th at 1 
p.m. in the Sanctuary with Rev. Dan 
King Crede and Rev. Miriam Snider 
officiating.  Memorials for Bob can 
be sent to:  

1. University of Illinois 
Foundation/Department of 
Civil Engineering, 1305 W. 
Green Street, Urbana, IL 61801 

2. Triangle Education Foundation, 
120 S. Center Street, Plainfield, 
IN  46166 

3. Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 1203 W. Green Street, 
Urbana, IL  61801 

A big THANK YOU! 

to my Wesley family and friends, 
our Pastors, and Wesley staff for a 
wonderful, surprising, and amazing 
20th Anniversary Celebration for me 
on Sunday, Dec. 3rd!  Thank you for 
the love gifts, beautiful cards, gift 
cards, fun leopard cake, and all of 
your kind words.  You are all a 
blessing to me and I look forward to 
many more years of working with 
and knowing you all!  Love and 
Blessings, Donna Giffen 

Food Pantry Needs 
Volunteers During Winter 
Break 

Calling all Sunday School classes, 
small groups and friends of Wesley!  
During the holiday break, many of 
our student volunteers return home 
to celebrate, but our Food Pantry 
continues to meet the needs of our 
clients every Thursday evening.  We 
are encouraging Sunday School 
classes, small groups and friend 
groups to plan to meet the need for 
volunteers during this important 
season.  Can you and your group 
help fill the gap this holiday season? 
Volunteers can sign up at 
wesleypantry.org. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1305+W.+Green+Street,+Urbana,+IL+61801&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1305+W.+Green+Street,+Urbana,+IL+61801&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=120+S.+Center+Street,+Plainfield,+IN+46166&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=120+S.+Center+Street,+Plainfield,+IN+46166&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1203+W.+Green+Street,+Urbana,+IL+61801&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1203+W.+Green+Street,+Urbana,+IL+61801&entry=gmail&source=g
http://wesleypantry.org/
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Food Pantry News 

Wesley Location Hours 
 

Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 5:00 for resources 

Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
1st Monday of each month 
 

Parkland Location Hours 
 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon 

Split a burrito with us? 

Help support the food pantry with 
dinner out at Chipotle.  On January 
24th, between 4-8 p.m., the Green 
St. Chipotle will donate 50% of your 
meal total to the pantry.  You’ll 
need to show a flyer to the cashier 
when ordering.  Get the flyer at 
Wesley or bring up a copy from our 
Facebook page on your cell phone. 

Tutors for Adult Learners 
Needed 

Project READ at Parkland College 
and Wesley Food Pantry have 
teamed up to provide free tutoring 
for adults in reading, basic math, or 
ESL services on Thursdays from 5:00 
p.m.-7:00 p.m., beginning February 
1st.  All tutors complete a 
combination of in-person and online 
training to prepare for their service.  
Wesley Food Pantry will offer this 
training on Thursdays, Jan. 18th and 
25th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
 
Additional training dates and times, 
plus registration forms may be 
found at 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/6
0B0C49A5A728A6FF2-tutor. 
 
Please contact the Project READ 
office at 
ProjectREAD@parkland.edu<mailto:
ProjectREAD@parkland.edu> or 
217-353-2662 for more information.  
Project READ is funded by the 
Illinois State Library. 
 
They also post updates on training 
and tutor support on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Project
-READ-at-Parkland-College-Adult-
Ed-512305432220950/ 

Group Volunteering in 
December 

Many thanks to the groups that 
have volunteered at the pantry as 
the semester drew to a close.  This 
past month, we’ve had help from: 
 

• Phi Gamma Nu Business 
Fraternity 

• Phi Delta Epsilon Medical 
Fraternity 

• U of I Women of Color 

• Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity 

• UNICEF 

• Alpha Omicron Pi 

• LDS Young Women’s Group 
 
We’ve also had students from 
Avicenna and the Illini Medical 
Screening Society visit to provide 
medical services and information.  
Both groups intend to continue with 
us into the 2018 semester. 

What’s a Work-In? 

Pantry Director, Katie Thomas, 
attended the Illinois Program for 
Research in the Humanities as it 
hosted its second annual Work-In 
Event on December 5th.  The event 
brings together academics and 
organizations that are working on a 
variety of social and economic 
challenges in Champaign-Urbana.  
Upwards of two dozen campus and 
community individuals and groups 
shared information and experiences 
on issues from higher education in 
prison to food pantry volunteerism 
to the legal process in Champaign 
County to feminist technology 
networks, and much more. 

January Student Pantry 
Monday, January 8th 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C49A5A728A6FF2-tutor
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C49A5A728A6FF2-tutor
mailto:ProjectREAD@parkland.edu%3cmailto:ProjectREAD@parkland.edu
mailto:ProjectREAD@parkland.edu%3cmailto:ProjectREAD@parkland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Project-READ-at-Parkland-College-Adult-Ed-512305432220950/
https://www.facebook.com/Project-READ-at-Parkland-College-Adult-Ed-512305432220950/
https://www.facebook.com/Project-READ-at-Parkland-College-Adult-Ed-512305432220950/
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Birthday Wishes, Special 
Honors, & Memorials 

During this season of giving, several 
people have made donations to the 
pantry in lieu of another tchotchke 
for a loved one.  Donations have 
been made in honor of Ron & Sue 
Kiddoo, Bev & Michael Ujcich, Bill 
Haney, and Tom & Kathy Haney.  In 
addition, we’ve received donations 
in memory of Paul Mortensen, 
Kathryn Miller, and Bob Mosborg.  
Bob, along with his wife Frankie, 
was one of our long-time 
benefactors.  Thank you for your 
generosity over the years Bob and 
Frankie, and to all our donors! 
 
If you would like to give a last-
minute gift in honor or memory of 
someone this holiday season, 
contact donate@wesleypantry.org, 
go to our website, 
(http://wesleypantry.org/donate.ht
ml), or stop by the Center Office to 
pick up a beautiful holiday card that 
you can give your loved one. 

Feeding Body and Soul 
Fundraiser a Success! 

On December 2nd, the C-U 
Storytelling Guild hosted a 
storytelling concert fundraiser to 
benefit the pantry titled “Feeding 
Body and Soul.”  Special thanks to 
the evening’s storytellers:  Dan 
Keding, Kim Sheahan, Kath 
Brinkmann (above), Linda Dust, 
Elaine Bearden, Camille Born, Kate 
McDowell (right), Judy Lachman, 
and Lizzy Isbell.  They raised almost 
$700 as they spun and sung their 
tales from around the world to an 
audience of 50 people! 
 
Stories came from Turkey, Africa, 
Spanish Florida, and all over Europe.  
Some were Christmas themed 
(“Pierre and the Christmas 
Visitors”); others were about love 
(“The Rose”); while others revolved 

around food (“Tops and Bottoms” 
and “Stone Soup.”).  They all had a 
moral to them, 
however, a truth to 
take in and absorb.  
What a great way to 
teach others – 
through 
entertaining stories 
that stay with you 
for a lifetime! 
 
Special thanks for the evening also 
go to Bev Ujcich, Elaine Bearden, 
Susan Haney, and the UMW for 
bringing desserts and drinks which 
helped generate even more 
donations.  What a wonderful 
evening of stories and fellowship! 

Uni High Food Pantry Club 

Thanks to the diligent fundraising 
efforts of the University High 
School’s Food Pantry Club, They 
recently gave the pantry an 
astonishing $842 donation!  Thank 
you Uni High!  Great job! 

mailto:donate@wesleypantry.org
http://wesleypantry.org/donate.html
http://wesleypantry.org/donate.html
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Campus Ministry 

Etc. Coffeehouse & 
Student Lounge 

The Etc. Coffeehouse and Student 
Lounge are officially closed during 
the U of I holiday break, but 
students are welcome to use the 
spaces for studying, reading, etc., 
during this time.  Feel free to bring 
in your own food and drink, but 
please help us keep these areas 
neat and welcoming by picking up 
after yourself - we really do 
appreciate it! 

Spring Semester Welcome 
Week 

Students are invited to join us for 
special treats during the first week 
of classes in the Etc. Coffeehouse!  
Stop in anytime between: 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. each day 
Tuesday – Friday 

Jan. 16th – 19th 

for a variety of “goodie bars” – 
nachos, s’mores, hot chocolate, etc. 
– as we welcome everyone back 
from break and help the semester 
get off to a great start! 

Midweek Connection & 
Worship 

Our first Midweek connection and 
worship of the spring semester will 
be Wednesday, January 17th!  We 
invite students to join us in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse at 7:00 p.m. for snacks 
and conversation, followed by 
casual worship in the West Lounge.  
We’ll enjoy a special service and 
communion to mark the beginning 
of a new semester and year! 

Friday with Friends Lunch – 
Beginning January 19th 

Students, faculty, and members of 
the campus community are invited 
to join us each week for our Friday 
with Friends Lunch!  Gather with 
friends, new and old, in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse between 11:00 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. for a variety of soups, 
sandwiches, and other tasty treats.  
Invite a friend and come by for 
great food and great conversation! 

Venture Bible Study 

All students are welcome to join 
Pastor Miriam every Friday at noon 
in the Student Lounge as we explore 
Bible basics, stories from the Old and 
New Testaments, and how these 
words continue to shape and 
transform our lives today.  Feel free 
to bring your lunch or grab food in 
the Etc. Coffeehouse, and join us as 
we share in meaningful conversation 
and grow together in faith! 

Spring ESL Class & 
International Coffeehouse 

The spring session of our ESL class 
and International Coffeehouse 
begins Friday, January 19th!  The 
class meets in the conference room 
from 3:00-4:00 p.m. each week, 
followed by a gathering of friends in 
Etc. from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  American 
and international students, visiting 
scholars, family, and community 
friends are invited to join us each 
week as we enjoy coffee and 
snacks, practice English, make new 
friends, and learn about each 
other’s cultures! 
 



 

 

 Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
 

Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
 

Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
 

Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Dr. Kerrith Livengood 
 

Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Denzin 
 

Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu Smith 
 

Organist 
 Michael Schmidt 
 

Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
 

Bell Choir Director 
 Sarah Flygare 
 

Children’s Choir Director 
 Sarah Flygare 
 

Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
 

Office Secretary 
 Rachel Wolfe 
 

Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
 

Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
 

Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
 

Food Pantry Operations Manager 
 Dawn Longfellow 
 

Director of Communications 
 Dr. Derek Attig 
 Bruce Adams 
 

Property Manager 
 Richard Young 
 

Full-time Custodian 
 Steve Faust 
 

Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay 
 

Weekend Custodians 
 Richard & Elizabeth Young 
 

Campus Ministry 
Sunday, January 7th, 10:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary 
Wesley Covenant Combined Worship 
Service 
 
Sunday, January 14th 
9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary & Great Hall (& every Sunday) 
Traditional and contemporary Sunday 
worship services 
 
Tuesday, January 16th – January 19th 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
Spring Semester Welcome Week – 
Students are invited to stop by the Etc. 
Coffeehouse for daily special treats as 
we kick off a new semester and 
welcome everyone back to campus! 
 
Tuesday, January 16th, 8:30 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday) 
Grad Student Book Study – Graduate 
students and young adults meet every 
Tuesday in the Student Lounge to make 
connections with others across 
disciplines and to share great 
conversation around our book study.  
Questions?  Email Michael Drummond 
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 
Wednesday, January 17th, 7:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge 
Midweek Worship – Students are 
invited to join us for casual worship 
each week as we explore faith, deepen 
friendships, and take time to connect 
with one another and with God. 
 

 
 

 

 

Friday, January 19th, 11:00 a.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday) 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in 
the coffeehouse for lunch with 
friends!  It’s a great way to celebrate 
the end of the week and the start of 
your weekend! 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Friday) 

Venture Bible Study – Join Pastor 
Miriam as we explore Bible stories 
and relate them to life as a student.  
Bring your lunch or grab something to 
eat in the Etc. Coffeehouse and meet 
us in the lounge! 
 

3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Conference Room (& every Friday) 

ESL Class – We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice English and learn about 
American culture. 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday) 

International Coffeehouse – 
International and domestic students, 
along with visiting scholars and 
community members, are invited to 
join us for coffee, snacks and 
conversation as we practice English, 
make new friends & learn about each 
other's cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Services 
 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 

mailto:gradstudy@wesleyui.org

