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Grow at Wesley 

Sunday, December 3rd 

4:00-5:30 p.m. – Making Christmas 
ornaments to decorate the tree in 
Watseka…. 
 
5:30-6:30 p.m. – Sharing a 
complimentary light sandwich 
dinner in the Great Hall…. 
 
6:30-7:00 p.m. – Watching the 
children in their Christmas Pageant 
in the Sanctuary! 

If you would like to lead an 
ornament activity or help with 
dinner, please see Rachel Denzin. 

"O come, let us adore Him." 

 
Why This Jubilee? 
Advent Reflections on 
Songs of the Season 

Thursdays, December 7th – 21st 
10:15 a.m. in the Conference Room 

This Advent we will be reading and 
discussing a short book of 
reflections called Why This Jubilee?  
Advent Reflections on Songs of the 
Seasons by James C. Howell.  In his 
book of 24 reflections, Howell 
invites us to revisit familiar songs of 
the season, even some secular ones, 
and contemplate certain phrases 
and their meaning for us.  Join us as 
we invite this Advent to be a season 
of inspiration and reflection.  Books 
will be available by November 5th in 
the Center Office for $10. 
 
If you would like to buy the book 
and read along, but can't attend the 

discussion group, let Pastor Miriam 
know and she'll make sure there are 
enough books available.  Contact:  
msnider@wesleyui.org. 
 

"The hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in thee 
tonight." 
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Families & Christmas Eve 

Carolyn Brown has been a minster 
with children for over 35 years.  She 
writes a blog I visit quite often 
called 
www.worshipingwithchildren.blogs
pot.org.  As I have been preparing 
for the Advent and Christmas 
Seasons, I ran across a blog post she 
wrote about why children need to 
be in church on Christmas Eve.  I 
thought I’d simply pass it along.  
Perhaps you are thinking about 
bringing your children or 
grandchildren to church on 
Christmas Eve, or perhaps you 
never miss it.  Either way, Carolyn 
has some great thoughts about why 
Christmas Eve is so important in the 
formation of young disciples.  Enjoy, 
Pastor Miriam 

Why Children Need to Get 
to Church on Christmas Eve 

by Carolyn Brown 

In most families Christmas Eve and 
Day are busy, chaotic times.  It is 
not easy to get a family that 
includes overly-excited children to 
church.  But, it is worth the effort.  
Children (and their parents) actually 
need it.  The church helps when it 

articulates for parents clear reasons 
to make the effort.  Here is my 
starter list of reasons. 
 
To hear the story read or told in an 
important way on the “night it 
happened” – Children like hearing 
the story of their birth on their 
birthday and celebrating other big 
events on “the very day it 
happened.”  So, the story which may 
have been acted out in a pageant 
and discussed in church school and 
read at home, feels more “real” 
when read on Christmas Eve or Day 
in the sanctuary. 
 
To go to church at night – These 
days children are at church most 
often during the day.  To go at night 
to a decorated, even candle-lit 
church is almost magical.  When the 
family makes this an important part 
of Christmas – even in the middle of 
the chaos – just being there reminds 
children what is most important 
about Christmas. 

To be with a crowd telling the story 
– Joining church friends in a packed 
sanctuary reminds children that this 
story is something bigger than just 
their family traditions.  They are 
part of a huge family of families 
who celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
 
To sing the carols at least one more 
time – Not many families sing 
together at home and not many 
children’s groups sing religious 
carols any more.  That means we 
need to be intentional about singing 
with the carols with the children.  
And, who would want to miss 
singing “Silent Night” in the 
Christmas Eve sanctuary while 
hugging your child! 
 
To create a context in which to 
discover the truth about Santa – If 
Santa is all there is to Christmas Eve 
once children learn “the truth,” 
Christmas is just a greedy gift grab.  
But, if Christmas Eve has always 
circled around the story of Jesus 
told in the sanctuary, the truth 
about Santa can be fit into that 
context and the Christmas 
celebration gets richer. 
 
To create memories - Worshiping 
on Christmas Eve as a family creates 
over the years a treasure trove of 
memories.  Some of them shine 
with wonder.  Others make for eye-
rolling stories that are retold every 
Christmas.  These memories are 
precious for both the children as 
they mature and the parents as they 
age. 
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Take Action 

Wesley Advent Offering 
2017 

In keeping with our mission of 
supporting both local and 
international foundations, the Social 
Action Ministry team has selected 
the Restoration Urban Ministries in 
Champaign and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) as the recipients of this 
year’s Advent Offering. 
 
The Social Action Ministry team asks 
you to prayerfully consider making a 
special offering this Advent Season 
(Dec 3rd—Dec 24th) in support of 
these worthwhile organizations.  
 
Restoration Urban Ministries is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
founded in 1993 with a goal of 
helping the most needy and 
desperate individuals, families, and 
single parents in East Central Illinois 
to rebuild their lives through 
temporary, comprehensive services.  
Programs include temporary 
housing, classes, case management, 
employment guidance, and spiritual 
counseling.  In addition, they offer 
substance abuse recovery 
programs, food and clothing 
pantries, and skills training.  For 
more information please see their 
website: 
http://www.restorationurbanminist
ries.org/ 
 
UMCOR is the humanitarian relief 
and development arm of The United 

Methodist Church operated under 
the auspices of the General Board of 
Global Ministries.  They provide 
disaster relief to affected areas on a 
national and global scale with a 
focus on humanitarian relief, 
sustainable development, and 
global health.  The Advent offering 
is specifically designated to help 
those recovering from the flooding 
in Houston, Florida, and Puerto Rico 
due to storms during the fall.  For 
more information please see their 
website: http://www.umcor.org/ 
 
Checks may be made out to Wesley 
UMC and with “Advent Offering” in 
the memo line.  Donations may be 
placed in the offering plate on 
Sunday or in the Center Office.  
Thank you! 

What We Need Is Here - 
Winter Spiritual Retreat 
Registration Begun 

You are invited to join Wesley 
community members for a two-
night retreat at Our Lady of Grace 
Monastery in Beech Grove, IN.  A 
group will leave Wesley at 
approximately 5 p.m. on Friday, 
January 12th and return to Wesley 
by 2 p.m. on Sunday, January 14th.  
Accommodations are comfortable 
and accessible and will be provided 

at the Benedict Inn on the 
monastery campus.  Meals will also 
be provided in the dining room at 
the monastery.  The retreat will be 
simple.  We will explore 
contemplative spiritual practices, 
join the sisters for morning and 
evening prayer, have time for 
personal quiet and reflection and 
enjoy conversation and learning as a 
group.  The cost for 2 nights lodging 
and 5 meals is $150.  Scholarships 
are available for interested 
students.  A $50 deposit will reserve 
your space.  There is room for up to 
10 participants.  Checks should be 
made out to Wesley UMC with 
“Winter Retreat” in memo line. 
 
Registration is open now.  Sign-Up 
Cards are available throughout the 
building.  Please give your 
completed registration card and 
deposit to Pastor Miriam.  Contact 
Miriam for more info: 
msnider@wesleyui.org. 

Longest Night Service 
Sunday, December 17, 4 
p.m. 

Because not everyone experiences 
the joy of the Christmas season, 
Wesley will offer the Longest Night 
Service on Sunday, December 17th, 
at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This 
simple and reflective worship 
service is a place to share sacred 
space with others living through 
difficult times, and an opportunity 
to experience comfort and hope 
when Christmas hurts.  You are 
invited to attend for yourself, or on 
behalf of someone you’d like to 
remember this season.  A brief time 
of fellowship with light refresh-
ments will follow the service. 
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 6 years 

Children’s Sunday School 

3 year olds – 1st Grade meets from 
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B, 
after the children have attended the 
first fifteen minutes of church with 
their families.  Ms. Rachel and Mr. 
Brad teach this class. 
 
2nd grade – 5th Grade meets from 
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after 
the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their 
families.  Sylvia Maehr teaches this 
class. 
 
Reminder – No Sunday School 
Classes the 1st Sunday of each 
Month 

This allows children a chance to 
attend an entire worship service 
with their families.  Childcare is 
provided for children up to 6 years 
of age in the Nursery. 

Youth Ministry 

Junior High – No Sunday School 
classes this school year.  Junior High 
students are encouraged to attend 
worship with their families. 

Wesley Evening Babysitting 
–For Wesley Families Only 

The Education Committee is hosting 
free babysitting on Saturday, 
December 2nd, from 4-7 p.m. in 
Rooms 127 A & B.  Dinner and 
entertainment will be provided.  
Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at 
217-621-6984 or 
maehr@wesleyui.org. 
 

Hanging of the Greens on 
Sunday, December 3rd 

 4:00-5:30 p.m. - Making 
Christmas ornaments to 
decorate the tree in Watseka… 

 5:30-6:30 p.m. - Sharing a 
complimentary light sandwich 
dinner in the Great Hall… 

 6:30-7:00 p.m. - Watching the 
children in their Christmas 
Pageant in the Sanctuary! 

 
If you would like to lead an 
ornament activity or help with 
dinner, please see Rachel Denzin. 
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United Methodist Women 

UMW Birthday Celebration,  

On Friday, December 1st, at 8:30 a.m. 
the UMW will be celebrating 
November and December birthdays 
with breakfast at the Original Pancake 
House.  Please RSVP to Jeanette 
Forrest at 344-6331. 

UMW Program, 
December 6th 

The UMW General Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, December 6th 
at 9:30 a.m.in the West Lounge.  
Cloydia Larrimore, formerly with 
Cunningham Children’s Home, will 
present the program.  Fellowship 
and snacks are at 9:00 a.m. before 
the meeting.  All are welcome to 
attend and if childcare is needed 
please contact Virginia Dickey at 
Vdickey88@gmail.com. 
 

 
Wesley Office & Building Hours 

 

Winter Break 
 

December 23 – January 15 
 
 

Closed on weekends except for worship services. 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 23 Closed 

 Sunday, Dec. 24 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

  7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

 Monday, Dec. 25 Closed 

 Tuesday – Friday, Dec. 26 – 29 8 a.m. – Noon 

 Sunday, Dec. 31 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

  Monday, Jan. 1 Closed 

 Jan. 2 – 14 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Sunday, Jan. 7 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m. Combined Service 

 Sunday, Jan. 14 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

  11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 Monday, Jan. 15, MLK Jr. Day Closed 

 Tuesday, Jan. 16 Normal hours 
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Announcements 

Congratulations! 

To John and Jenn Pacey at the birth 
of their son, Ethan Charles Shin 
Pacey on Thursday, October 26th.  
He weighed 8 lbs., 6 oz. and was 20” 
long.  His big sister is Josie Elliot.  

Congratulations! 

To Dee and Bill Breeding on the 
birth of their first grandchild, born 
on November 22nd.  Their son and 
daughter-in-law, Matt Breeding and 
Viv Proano are the proud parents of 
a healthy baby boy, Phineas William 
Breeding. 

Sympathy 

to Ann and John Spurgeon at the 
death of Ann’s mother, Mariann 
Findley on Tuesday, November 7th. 

Food Pantry Needs 
Volunteers During Winter 
Break 

Calling all Sunday School Classes, 
small groups and friends of Wesley!  
During the holiday break, many of 
our student volunteers return home 
to celebrate, but our Food Pantry 
continues to meet the needs of our 
clients every Thursday evening.  We 
are encouraging Sunday school 
classes, small groups and friend 

groups to plan to meet the need for 
volunteers during this important 
season.  Can you and your group 
help fill the gap this holiday season?   
Volunteers can sign up at 
wesleypantry.org.  

Warm Hats, Gloves, Scarves 
& Socks Needed! 

Wesley will be participating in a 
collective effort amongst the United 
Methodist Churches in C-U to collect 
cold weather gear for those in our 
community this winter.  We will start 
collecting immediately and will 
conclude on Sunday, December 10th. 
The gear collected will be distributed 
through the emergency homeless 
shelters, food pantries and schools. 
Wesley will take what we've 
collected to combine it with the 
efforts of our sister UM churches 
when the United Methodist Hot 
Chocolate Truck visits down the 
street by Krannert on Sunday, 
December 10th. More info about how 
you can volunteer at the Hot 
Chocolate Truck to come soon.  

How to Access Wesley's 
new Online Directory 

You can access Wesley's new online 
directory in one of two ways. 
 

 Download the mobile app on 
your mobile device.  The app is 

called Instant Church Directory.  
The icon has a light green 
background with a white 
church.  Once you've 
downloaded the app all you 
have to do is create an account. 

 

 You can also access the 
directory by visiting 
https://www.instantchurchdirec
tory.com – click on church 
member sign-in, create an 
account, and access our 
directory. 

 
Thank you to everyone that 
submitted a picture. If you'd still like 
to submit a picture, email your 
photo to donna@wesleyui.org 

Printed Directories 
Available Upon Request 

If you would like to have a printed 
copy of the new picture directory, 
make a note on the back of the grey 
connection card in worship 
notifying Donna Giffen that you 
would like a printed version.  Donna 
will make you a copy and have it 
available for pick up during the 
week or the following Sunday.  You 
can also call, email, or stop in the 
Center Office to arrange for a 
printed directory.  Thank you to 
everyone that submitted a picture.  
If you'd still like to submit a picture 
email your photo to 
donna@wesleyui.org  



December 2017 The Spire 

 8  |  P a g e  

Advent Love Offering 

The Advent Season provides an 
opportunity for all of us to show our 
Wesley staff how very much they 
are appreciated.  Therefore, we are 
suggesting a “Love Gift”, to be 
divided among all of the staff 
members, as a Christmas Bonus.  
You can write a check to Wesley 
UMC with “Staff Love Gift” in the 
memo section or place cash in an 
offering envelope on Sunday 
morning marked in the same 
manner.  Thank you for sharing your 
appreciation of our staff members 
in this way. 
 

Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel 
Committee 

2017 Wesley Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

Happy Thanksgiving Dinner to our 
dear Wesley Church!  We had over 
200 people attending and enjoying 
delicious turkey, gravy and many 
wonderful side dishes.  Our dessert 
table was covered with wonderful 
pies, cakes, fruit, and cookies.  We 
want to praise and thank all our 

Wesley members who prepared a 
very special, beautiful dinner. 
 
Thanks to Pastor Dan for his welcome 
and directions, as well as a beautiful 
prayer to open the dinner (he also, 
once again, prepared his gourmet 
macaroni and cheese).  Sharon Mies 
was the pianist for the singing of our 
hymn “We Gather Together.”  We 
give appreciation to Pastors Miriam 
and Julie for their support for the 
dinner and planning.  We offer special 
appreciation to our Wesley custodial 
staff for their work setting up the 
tables with covers and cleaning the 
Great Hall before and after the 
dinner.  Many thanks to Elizabeth 
Young for keeping the coffee hot and 
delicious.  Donna, thanks to you and 
your office staff for help with the 
articles for the Spire, church bulletins, 
and other details. 
 
We are thankful to everyone who 
attended our dinner.  We also want 
to give thanks for Wesley Church 
and its ministry to the University of 
Illinois and the C-U community. 

Jeanette Forrest and the 
Discipleship/Family Ministries 

Committee 

Coffee Hour Caution 

We often hear from Wesley 
Community members that they 
don’t always feel comfortable 
greeting young adults in worship or 
engaging them during coffee hour.  
Over the next few weeks we’ll be 
sharing a few tips for greeting 
people you don’t know.   
 
Avoid Saying:  “Are you new here?” 
 
Why:  A young adult may have been 
attending for years, you just haven’t 
met them.  This implies you think 
they don’t belong in the church. 
 
Instead say:  “I don’t think we’ve 
met, my name is…” 
 
… to be continued. 
*from www.uua.org/young-adults  
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C-U CROP Walk 2017 
Update 

A heartfelt thanks to all those who 
gave generously to support this 
year’s C-U CROP Walk for Hunger on 
October 8th.  Wesley members and 
friends contributed $2,410 to 
CWS/CROP Walk.  At last count, the 
total raised by our Champaign-
Urbana interfaith, concerned 
community was $23,294.  One 
fourth of this money will be 
distributed between Daily Bread 
Soup Kitchen, Wesley Food Pantry 
and Eastern Illinois Foodbank.  The 
remaining funds go to Church World 
Service (CWS) to support global 
poverty relief efforts. Read more at 
cu-cropwalk.org. 
 
Thanks especially to Elaine Bearden, 
Helen Berndt and Bruce Berndt for 
walking and volunteering on CROP 
Walk day, and to Anthony Stauder 
for serving as Community 
Coordinator for the C-U CROP Walk 
this year. 
 

Dee Breeding 
Wesley Social Action Ministry 

Feeding Body and Soul 
Saturday, December 2nd 
7:30 p.m. 

You are invited!  Wesley's Social 
Action Ministry will host storytellers 
from the CU Storytelling Guild for an 
evening of stories to benefit the 
Wesley Evening Food Pantry.  You 
may recognize Wesley friends Elaine 
Bearden, Lizzie Isbell, and Kate 
McDowell among the tellers! 

The suggested donation for the 
evening is $10, with all money 
collected going directly to the 
Wesley Evening Food Pantry.  
Yummy desserts will also be 
available.  Hope to see you there! 
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Food Pantry News 

Wesley Location Hours 
 

Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 5:00 for resources 

Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
1st Monday of each month 
 

Parkland Location Hours 
 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon 

Pantry Garden Diary:  
Favorite Memory 

It is fitting that the little radish has 
been our garden mascot all season.  
This was one of the first crops we 
harvested and now one of the last in 
the ground.  The pounds of food 
distributed each week are waning as 
we have only kale, collards, and 
radishes left to harvest.  Dawn’s 
favorite memory from this project 
came towards the end of an evening 
distribution.  A pantry guest was 
disappointed to see the lettuce was 
gone because he had enjoyed it the 
previous month.  “No problem,” she 

said, “I’ll go pick more and meet you 
at your car.”  He was so shocked and 
touched to be getting that kind of 
service.  It really hit her, then, the 
total pounds of food we harvest is far 
outweighed by our guests knowing 
we care enough about them to grow 
this garden just for them. 

Parkland Hospitality on 
Display 

Students in the Parkland hospitality 
department have been learning to 
bake bread and cookies this 
semester.  Each month, they bake, 
package, and donate the results of 
their lessons to the Parkland pantry.  
We’ve had quick break, yeast bread 
and rolls, and in November 
decorated cookies just in time for 
the holidays.  Thank you! 

Wesley Food Pantry RSO 
Students Spreading the 
Word 

One of the wonderful, unexpected 
outcomes of moving to weekly 
evening pantry distributions has 
been the increase in dedicated 
student volunteers.  Some of these 
familiar weekly faces have formed 
an active registered student 
organization with the goal of 
increasing their own awareness 

about hunger issues and spreading 
information about the pantry and 
food insecurity to the U of I campus.  
On Nov. 14th, the Pantry RSO held a 
fundraiser at the Union where they 
even took a donation from U of I 
President Timothy Killeen. 

 

Fresh Produce 

Thank you to Fresh International 
Market for their recent donations of 
produce and meat.  Fresh carries a 
wide variety of produce used in 
international and Asian cuisine.  
Pantry guests have had a wide 
variety of mushrooms, Chinese 
eggplant, dandelion greens, bok 

542 lbs. 
harvested! 
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choy, and daikon to choose from.  
While these items aren’t staples in 
everyone’s diet, it’s been fun to 
introduce new vegetables to both 
our guests and volunteers. 

Community Outreach - 
Explaining Food Insecurity 

Wesley Pantry staff gave 
presentations this month to shed 
light on food insecurity to two very 
different groups.  Katie Thomas 
spoke to University of Illinois 
students at the Habitat for 
Humanity Annual Hunger Banquet.  
And Dawn Longfellow presented 
food insecurity and a pantry tour to 
the Parkland College Homework 
Club, a group of 15 students, 4th and 
5th graders, from Garden Hills 
Elementary School with their 
Parkland College mentors.  Building 
awareness and empathy for those 
facing food insecurity helps build a 
community of citizens invested in 
finding solutions. 

First Christian Church 
Donation 

Many thanks to Pastor Eric 
Friedmann and the members of the 
First Christian Church for their 
donation of 30 boxes of Rice & 
Beans.  The church has expanded to 
include services at Lincoln Square 
Mall in Urbana.  The rice & bean 
packaging was part of the kickoff of 
the new location.  We’ve heard 
from pantry clients that this was an 
easy to prepare and tasty mix! 

Amazon Smiles 

By mid-December the pantry will 
have a new Amazon Smiles account 
so that all those goodies you have 
shipped can help the pantry.  
Thanks for helping us out! 

Yoga for a Good Cause 

Thank you to our friends at daily 
bread yoga for their Grateful 
Despite Thanksgiving Practice 
fundraiser.  They raised enough to 
give 6 area food pantries $170 each, 
including Wesley.  We are very 
grateful to have such wonderful 
partners helping feed our neighbors 
in need. 

Birthday Wishes, Special 
Honors, & Memorials 

We’ve had no donations in honor or 
memory of anyone this past month.  
If you’d like to make a gift this 
month, however, in honor of 
someone special for their Christmas 
gift, we’ll be happy to help you with 
that!  Special cards will be available 
for you to give the honoree. 
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Capital Campaign 

Wesley Capital Campaign 
Status 

As the calendar year comes to a 
close, please consider making a first-
time or “extra mile” gift to the 
Wesley Capital Campaign.  Whether 
it’s cash, appreciated stock, an IRA 
distribution, or other assets, your 
tax-deductible gift will allow us to 
finance the much needed 
improvements to our historic facility. 
 
Gifts and pledges through 
September totaled $1,133,890 
towards our $1.69 million goal.  
There is still time to make a 
meaningful contribution. 
 

If you have questions or would like 
more information, stop by the 
Campaign bulletin board near the 
Center Office, visit 
www.wesleyui.org/giving or contact 
Wesley accountant Bonnie Taylor. 
 
Your investment in this campus 

landmark at the corner of Goodwin 

and Green is an investment in this 

life-changing ministry and all who 

are served.  Thank you! 
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Campus Ministry 

Students Adopt Families for 
Christmas 

Undergrad and graduate students 
are invited to help us fill the 
Christmas wish-lists of others this 
holiday season.  We have adopted 2 
families through Courage 
Connection, and will be holding a 
bake sale on Sunday, December 3rd, 
during coffee hour as part of our 
efforts to help others experience 
the joy and gifts of Christmas.  If 
you’d like to donate baked goods, 
or purchase an item for the families 
from our list, please contact Pastor 
Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org). 

Wesley at Cunningham 
Children’s Home 

All undergrad and graduate 
students are invited to take part in 
Cunningham Children’s Home 
Advent Festival, Sunday, December 
3rd.  We’ll gather in Wesley’s parking 
lot at 3:30 p.m., then carpool to the 
Children’s Home for the afternoon’s 
activities.  We’ll help lead games 
and crafts with the kids, and take 
part in their live Nativity (no lines or 
rehearsals required!)  It’s a great 
opportunity to interact and make a 
difference in the lives of others as 
we share the joy of this season! 

Student Center Christmas 
Party 

All students and international 
friends are invited to join us 
Wednesday, December 13th, at 8:00 
p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse for an 
evening of festive fun!  We’ll enjoy 
Christmas goodies (please bring a 
favorite appetizer or dessert to 
share), hilarious games, and a 
traditional holiday flick in our movie 
theater.  Invite your friends as we 
celebrate the last day of classes and 
the Christmas holiday! 

Free Finals Food! 

The Wesley Student Center will 
provide a variety of free snacks for 
students in the Etc. Coffeehouse 
each day of finals, Dec. 15 – Dec. 22, 
to keep you nourished and 
energized as you study for tests and 
write papers.  We wish you the very 
best as you finish the semester! 

Finals Stressbusters! 

Students are invited to take a break 
and join us each evening from 7:00- 
9:00 p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse 
and Wesley Theater, Monday, Dec. 
18 – Thursday, Dec. 21st, for food, 
fun, movies, and more as we 
provide space to take a break and 
recharge.  Check our Facebook page 
for more information and come 
“bust your finals stress” with us!  

Grad Students/Young 
Adults Group 

Grad students and young adults are 
invited to meet at Wesley on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12th, at 8:30 p.m. for 
our annual Toys R Us outing as we 
purchase toys for children in need 
this Christmas.  We'll also enjoy a 
stop at Barnes & Noble before 
returning to Wesley!  For more info, 
email Michael Drummond at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org. 

International Coffeehouse 
Holiday Schedule 

We will decorate Christmas cookies 
during International Coffeehouse on 
Dec. 1st, make Christmas crafts on 
Dec. 8th, and enjoy a Christmas 
party on Dec. 15th from 4:00-6:00 
p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse, as we 
celebrate the season and share our 
holiday traditions.  Everyone is 
welcome and invited to join us for 
these upcoming afternoons of joy 
and cheer! 

Etc. Coffeehouse and 
Student Lounge 

The Etc. Coffeehouse and Student 
Lounge are officially closed during 
the U of I holiday break, but 
students are still welcome to use 
the spaces for studying, reading, 
etc., during this time.  Please help 
us keep these areas neat and 
welcoming by picking up after 
yourself - we really do appreciate it! 
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Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
 

Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
 

Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Dr. Kerrith Livengood 
 

Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Denzin 
 

Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu Smith 
 

Organist 
 Michael Schmidt 
 

Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
 

Bell Choir Director 
 Sarah Flygare 
 

Children’s Choir Director 
 Sarah Flygare 
 

Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
 

Office Secretary 
 Rachel Wolfe 
 

Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
 

Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
 

Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
 

Food Pantry Operations Manager 
 Dawn Longfellow 
 

Director of Communications 
 Dr. Derek Attig 
 

IT Computer Specialist 
 Tudor Miron 
 

Property Manager 
 Richard Young 
 

Full-time Custodian 
 Loeuy Kim 
 

Part-time Custodians 
 Steve Faust, Chris Livesay 
 

Weekend Custodians 
 Richard & Elizabeth Young 

Campus Ministry 
Friday, December 1st, 11:00 a.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& Dec. 8th) 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the 
coffeehouse for lunch with friends!  It’s a 
great way to celebrate the end of the 
week and the start of your weekend! 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& Dec. 8th) 

Venture Bible Study – Join Pastor Miriam 
as we explore Bible stories and relate 
them to life as a student.  Bring your 
lunch or grab something to eat in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse and meet us in the lounge! 
 

3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Conference Room (& Dec. 8th & 15th) 

ESL Class – We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice English and learn about 
American culture. 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& Dec. 8th & 15th) 

International Coffeehouse – 
International and domestic students, 
along with visiting scholars and 
community members, are invited to 
join us for coffee, snacks and 
conversation as we practice English, 
make new friends and learn about each 
other's cultures. 
 

Sunday, December 3rd, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary & Great Hall (& Dec. 10th & 17th) 
Sunday worship 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Wesley Center Office area 

Bake Sale – students are bringing 
homemade treats to sell during coffee 
hour as we raise funds to support two 
families we’ve adopted for Christmas 
through Courage Connection.  Stop by 
and pick out your favorite treats! 
 

3:30 p.m., Wesley parking 
lot/Cunningham Children’s Home 

Join us as we present our annual living 
Nativity at Cunningham Children’s 
Home during the Advent Festival for 
their children and youth! 

Tuesday, December 5th, 8:30 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& Dec. 12th) 
Grad Student Book Study – Graduate 
students and young adults meet every 
Tuesday in the Student Lounge to 
make connections with others across 
disciplines and to share great 
conversation around our book study.  
Questions?  Email Michael Drummond 
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   
 

Wednesday, December 6th, 7:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge 
Midweek Worship – Students are 
invited to join us for a special Advent 
celebration and Christmas carol singing. 
 

Wednesday, December 13th, 8:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse/Wesley Theater 
Wesley Student Center annual 
Christmas party – bring a treat to 
share and invite your friends to join us 
for this fun celebration! 
 

Thursday, December 14th, 10:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Reading Day Pancake Brunch – Get a 
nutritious start to finals week by filling 
up with pancakes and all the fixin’s!  
It’s sure to be good fuel for reading, 
studying, and writing, so invite some 
friends and join us! 
 

Friday, December 15th – Friday, 
December 22nd, all day 
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will 
provide free snacks every day in the 
Etc. Coffeehouse to help keep students 
nourished and energized for studying, 
writing and testing – good luck! 
 

Monday, December 18th – Thursday, 
December 21st, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse/Wesley Theater 
Finals Stressbusters – Take a break 
from studying and join us for 
munchies, movies, & more! 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 


