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“Wesley helps me be all the things
I need to be...”

Wesley Bell Choir director, Morgan Boes, MD/PhD U of I
Bioengineering, shared some of her Wesley experiences at the ninth
annual Legacy Circle reception held on Sunday evening, May 3:
“Church is important to me, and when I came to Urbana I knew I was
going to be here for 8 years, so I first looked for a church community
off campus, where turnover in members and friends wouldn’t be on
Boes
a four year cycle,” said Morgan. “Then one Sunday I walked into
Wesley, saw the diversity of the congregation at the 9:30 a.m. traditional service and I
stayed…. Wesley gives me opportunities to be the person I need to be, depending on the
day: at times a student, a music leader in the worship service, a volunteer for the Wesley
Evening Food Pantry, someone’s adopted daughter, or someone’s adopted mother and
other things while making friends who will be part of my life long after I move on from the
University of Illinois.”
Also speaking that night were Assoc. Director/Campus Minister, Rev. Julie Dowler, who
recapped the recent activities of Illini Fighting Hunger, a program of Wesley Foundation
at the University of Illinois that helps churches repackage food for distribution at local
pantries, and Director, Rev. Dan King Crede who talked to guests about today’s college
students, addressing the question, “How do we understand the perspectives and needs of
the generation referred to as ‘millennials,” aged 15-35 years.
The Legacy Circle event is held in appreciation of Wesley Foundation supporters. It
is sponsored by the Wesley Foundation Advancement Committee. Circle members are
supporters who have given permission to use their names on the roster, and other Wesley
Foundation friends who wish their plans or intentions of support be anonymous. If you
have made a past gift to any Wesley endowment, you are already eligible for the Legacy
Circle roster! For a Legacy Circle brochure on planned giving for Wesley Foundation,
contact Wayne Wilson at 217-344-1120 M-F or e-mail wayne@wesleyui.org

Annual Giving: Ever important to the day-to-day life of Wesley.

Two students are among the
2015 recipients of Wesley’s
Peace with Justice Award.
Among the
five 2015
recipients of
the annual
Rev. Jean
CramerJones
Harris
Heuerman
Peace with Justice Award are two
Wesley Foundation students:
Graduate student Alexandra (Allie)
Jones (native of Buffalo, NY) is in
the PhD program of Atmospheric
Sciences, and Olivia Harris (Heyworth,
IL) is a 2015 graduate in Agricultural
and Environmental Communication
and Education with a concentration
in journalism.
Allie is co-chairperson of Wesley’s
Social Action Committee that promotes
social justice oriented activities at
Wesley and in the community, and she
helped Wesley Foundation form
long-term mission partnerships
involving students, alumni, and Wesley
Church members.
Olivia is passionate about the
environment and a student member
on the Wesley Green Team. She is a
peer minister and a talented leader in
the student-led Midweek Worship.
Other recipients of the 2015 award are
Wesley members Annette Lansford,
Raymond Norton, and John Spurgeon.

Senior, Tabitha Nelson,
will attend seminary.
Graduating U of I
senior, Tabitha Nelson
(Heyworth, IL) has
selected Boston
University School of
Theology to pursue
her calling to be a
United Methodist
pastor. Until late
Nelson
August, when
she leaves for seminary, she will
continue at Wesley Foundation,
assisting Rev. Julie Dowler with
summer programs: “I’ll be available
to help where ever I’m needed this
summer. International Coffee House
and English as a Second Language
classes will continue through most of
the summer, and we will host classic
movie nights in the Wesley theatre.”
Last summer, Tabitha served two
UMCs in Illinois through the pastoral
internship program of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference: Decatur Central
and Zion Chapel in Boody. She
has been a peer minister at Wesley,
focused on spiritual formations,
worship and prayer, and small groups,
and until last April she had been
student council president since the
end of her freshman year. She has
earned BA degrees in both Music
History and English. Her brother
and sister, Josh Nelson (2009) and
Hannah Mortensen (2012), were both
active at Wesley, and Hannah was
also a peer minister.
Tabitha (Tabi) has served on many
Wesley committees, including
the 2013 Anniversary Committee
(organizing an alumni and student
worship service) and the Foundation
Trustees.
“Wesley offers many opportunities to
put your talents to work in ministry with
peers and the surrounding community.
There have been so many things
I’ve learned that I hadn’t expected,
like how to deal with quick changes
of plans and problem solving. With
events as diverse as a Haunted House
(which had to be cancelled because
fire code demands a sprinkler system
for such events) and worship planning,
contingency plans are helpful. You
never know what will happen, but
planning out the possibilities makes
everything easier.”
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Wesley’s Hand Bell Choir performed at the Krannert Center.
Wesley’s Bell Choir joined the U of
I Wind Orchestra in concert at the
Krannert Center for the Performing
Arts at the U of I on April 30.
Pictured are from left: Susan
Haney, Carolyn Sands, Colin
Weidinger, Morgan Boes (Director),
Ann Buchanan, and Skylar Lipman.
(Not pictured: Madi Cardenas.)

PhD candidate, Brian Sullivan directs the
Contemporary Worship program at Wesley.

Brian Sullivan has been
on staff at Wesley since
2011, when he and his wife,
Elizabeth, both came up from
Florida for graduate school
at the U of I. “I had been
teaching high school music
in Florida while she was in
Urbana earning her Masters,
and when she decided to
return to Urbana to pursue a
doctorate several years later
I came along for the ride.”
Elizabeth is now the oboe
professor at Eastern Illinois October 13, 2013: Brian and Wesley musicians rehearse
University. They have a one- before the unified worship service held on Wesley
Foundation’s centennial. At left, bassist, Phil Davidar. In front
year-old son, Cormac.
Brian earned his Bachelors in is cellist Margaret Camp-Blair. Photos: Jarod Spohrer.
music education at Stetson University, his Masters in music education form the U of I, and
he hopes to finish his PhD in Music Education in the coming year. Following graduation,
Brian hopes to find a position as a teacher educator at a University. “I want to help prepare
future music teachers to make music education more relevant and responsive to their
students’ lives. I also want to continue my research into the sociological factors of music
education, both in schools and in community settings.”
For six years, Brian taught all aspects of the
New Smyrna Beach high school instrumental
music program: marching band, concert band,
piano, guitar, and AP music theory. During
that time he also led contemporary worship
at a United Methodist Church, and then at
a Presbyterian Church. He grew up in the
Southern Baptist Church.
At Wesley’s contemporary worship, Brian
directs the band while playing guitar. “We
have mostly graduate students in the band;
we’ve had a consistent core of players for at
least two years. People tend to stick around.
October 13, 2013: Brian Sullivan.
It’s a blessing!” Brian selects music that is
“sing-able, and approachable. “We draw music mainly from the past twenty years of
contemporary Christian music, but also think it is important to include well-known hymns
from the past.” Brian describes the group’s musical style as “roots-influenced, simple and
stripped down.” Unlike some other contemporary services in the community, Brian seeks
to incorporate traditional liturgical elements into the service alongside the more modern
musical material.
For the last two years, the Great Hall has been the usual site of the contemporary worship
service, “We try to make people feel at home in Great Hall with comfortable soft chairs
and an informal atmosphere where leaders and musicians are part of the congregation.”
Several times each year Wesley will also combine services, with all worshipers meeting
in the sanctuary to build a sense of community and fellowship.
Contemporary worship will continue in the summer, but relocated to the air-conditioned
ETC Coffeehouse located just inside the north door on Goodwin Street.

Wesley Foundation program and U of I student
organization, Illini Fighting Hunger (IFH),
has packaged over 1,000,000 meals!

Illini Fighting Hunger (IFH), a
program of the Wesley Foundation
and a U of I student organization,
hit a major milestone on February
28, 2015 at a Monticello, IL food
packaging event involving nearly
1,000 volunteers when the IFH
program surpassed the 1,000,000
meal mark.
Rev. Julie Dowler
Since its inception in April 2012,
IFH has facilitated more than 100 projects with over
8,000 volunteers. Those projects produced more than
250,000 lbs. of food, including 1,200,000 servings of
the boil-and-eat casserole and 90,000 lbs. of rice, pinto
beans, and pasta.
IFH has facilitated and led packaging events with
other universities, 4-H groups, businesses, churches,
and various community organizations throughout the
state of Illinois to help address food insecurity in the
April 2015: (left) Max Colon,
IFH President, and
state. The packaged food has been distributed by
Greg Damhorst, IFH Director.
food banks and pantries, including those at Wesley,
throughout Illinois.
IFH celebrated the achievement of surpassing the million meals mark with a banquet at
the 77 Club in the U of I’s Memorial Stadium on April 14, honoring all who have made
its work possible. Guest speakers included Wesley Foundation director, Rev. Dan King
Crede, Wesley’s Food Pantry director, Katie Thomas, U of I Chancellor, Phyllis Wise, and
other representatives from the University’s administration.
But the work and mission continue! IFH led the U of I’s 3rd annual Community and
Campus Day of Service main event on April 11th, working with over 2,000 volunteers
to package more than 148,000 meals on one Saturday, and we’re planning for more! If
you’d like information as to how your group can get involved in the fight against hunger
through a food packaging event, contact Rev. Julie Dowler at jdowler@wesleyui.org, or
our website at www.illinifightinghunger.org
Written by Wesley Foundation Assoc. Director, Rev. Julie Dowler, for the April 2015 Wesley Spire newsletter.
Edited for spring alumni news by Wayne Wilson.

The Wesley Food Pantry schedules distributions at Wesley
and Parkland College in Champaign.

Thomas

Coleman

McCarthy

“I feel comfortable at the Wesley Pantry

because they have a good will to help
In November 2014, Wesley Food Pantry
people.” -Pantry Client
welcomed a group of new staff dedicated to
making the pantry as strong as possible, and
“The Wesley Food Pantry helped me to
eat when I couldn’t eat.” -Pantry Client
tasked with overseeing an expansion of the
Wesley Pantry at Parkland College in Champaign: Katie Thomas, Director, earned a JD
in Law and had most recently served as the director of CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) in Danville, IL. Katie brought to the Pantry experience in working with a staff
and volunteers, as well as public speaking and fund raising. Shelsea McCarthy, Assistant
to the Director, came to the Wesley Pantry as a recent college graduate who came down to
Illinois from Minnesota. She brought to the Pantry supervisory experience, great people
skills, and food pantry experience. Brittany Coleman, Volunteer Coordinator, a U of I
grad, had been with the Wesley Food Pantry since early 2014, and she was vital to the
transition to new staff.
During the months of January through early April 2015, the Wesley Pantry served 517
households at Wesley, and 296 households at Parkland College.

Wesley Heritage Center
expands columbarium.

Oct. 2013: Rev. Dan King Crede lights votives in
remembrance of Wesley friends past.

May 2015 saw the addition of 60
available niches on the north wall
of the columbarium in the Wesley
Heritage Center. The Center, located
on the east end of Watseka Hall,
was designed for expansion when
constructed in the former east study
alcove in 2001. There is a prayer
station at the columbarium and
seating for small groups of family and
friends, extending to the west wall
of remembrance and open library
of histories of the Wesley’s and
Methodism around the world and
in Illinois, and Wesley Foundation
histories and publications.
During the Foundation’s 100th
anniversary weekend, Oct. 11-13,
2013, Wesley’s directing pastor Rev.
Dan King Crede was assisted by
former director Dr. E. Paul Unger in
leading a memorial service for alumni,
honoring Wesley Foundation friends
who have passed.
The Wesley family, Foundation alumni,
current and past Wesley Church
members, may apply to reserve niches
in the columbarium by contract, and
a one-time reservation payment will
help fund the Center’s maintenance.
For information on the Wesley
Columbarium, contact Wayne Wilson
wayne@wesleyui.org or
Donna Giffen
donna@wesleyui.org
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Lloyd Helper (‘51, ‘55) shared
some memories of Wesley.
Edited by Wayne Wilson

THANK YOU, for your gifts to the 2015 Annual Operating Fund.
Annual Operating Fund donations during March 8 through June 2, 2015
Contributor

The Helper family has a long
Kathy Alexander
history with the Wesley Foundation, Mrs. Alice Allers
Mrs. Florence Beebe Anderson
starting back in 1921 when my
Mr. Arthur Brighton
dad, Walter C. Helper was a senior
Howard, Judy Daughenbaugh
agriculture student living in the
Mark & Katherine Gauen
Nina Catherine (Katie) Hamrick
Farmhouse fraternity, and was
In honor of friends and
on a Wesley Foundation building
Mother, Nina Hamrick )
dedication committee in the spring
Donna M. Skinner
of 1921, before he graduated and
Rev. Steve Zekoff
went back to Henry, Illinois to work
Century Club ($100+)
the family farm.
J. T. Arenberg, in memory of
Jean A. Arenberg ‘47
When they took my older sister,
Mrs.
Fern
Armstrong
Sylvia, down to the University in
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bricker, in honor of
Chairpersons Club ($500+)
1943 they checked in with Wesley
Joe Peacock
Mr. William L. Augur
Foundation, and she lived for
Mrs. Urla M. Golden
Martin & Andrea Bohn
Don Greeley
her 4 college years at Wesley’s
Mr. & Mrs. Ron & Susan Kiddoo
Mr.
Jeffrey
R.
Hansen
women’s cooperative house named
Karin Ellison & Clark Miller
Mr. Roger Icenogle
Wescoga. It was then located
Sheldon Jacobson
Diane Jeffers
Linda A. Linke
facing Green Street, just west of
Keith & Sara Kelley
Bill & Wilma O’Brien
Iris Brown Knell
Wesley Foundation. Her husband
Wayne Wilson
Allan
C
Koch
to be, Ted Gladhill, lived in the
Mr. James R. Kuhn
Directors Club ($1,000+)
Wesley men’s cooperative house,
Roberta Lindstrand
Bob & Connie Atkins
Wesmen, that faced Mathews
Dr. Janet V. Leonard, in memory of
Jeffrey J. Decker
Colleen Kirk and
Street, about where the driveway
Alice Espenschied
Ruth Helen Burlison
Lloyd & Jean Helper
behind the sanctuary is now.
Lillian Mink
David & Julie Klenske
When my older brother, Malcolm,
Walt & Jane Myers
Bob & Frankie Mosborg
arrived at the U of I in 1945 he found Kevin Read
Paul Reimer & Melissa Miller
Mrs. Joyce Reeves
housing as one of 6 men living in
Judson F. Parker
Mrs. Gretchen Rauschenberg
the Wesley Foundation building. He Ms. Elizabeth M. Starkey, in memoryof
Elmer Starkey, Jr.
Mr. Mark Syverson
had a roommate from Mexico whom Mr. James E. Stephens
Kay Romans
Wesley sponsored, living in the
Edie Terwilliger
Mr. Donald Walden
Donald & Kay Weaver
room above the west door to the
Heritage Club ($2,000+)
Dr. Alan Yungbluth
north courtyard.
Gerald & Lois Brighton
When I arrived on campus in 1947, New Century Club ($250+)
Tod & Belinda Courtney
Mr. Mark Elder, in honor of
Mr. & Mrs. Don Zimmerman
I got a room at Mrs. Keener’s men’s
Diana Elder
rooming house on Illinois Street,
Upholders Club ($5,000+)
Norman & Eureath Schoeppel
about where the Krannert Center
Memorial Endowment Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold W. Thompson
Ann Saterbak
parking entrance is now. I worked
Sustainers Club ($10,000+)
with Malcom at Wesley on Saturday Myrna Wheeler Smith
Phyllis G. Summers (estate)
mornings, setting up for Sunday
E. Paul & Judith M. Unger
worship in Great Hall, then returned
on Sunday afternoons to put away
We welcome alumni to share their Wesley stories.
the wooden 3-seat sections and
Wesley encourages alumni to contribute stories about their time at Wesley
set up folding chairs and tables
and their lives since. Send to: Wayne Wilson, Wesley Foundation,
for Sunday night suppers and
1203 W Green ST, Urbana IL 61801-2950, or E-mail to
programs.
wayne@wesleyui.org
Malcolm and I met our spouses
at Wesley; I met Evalyne Jean
Jackson when her friend, Bonnie Eure, brought her to Sunday night supper in mid- May of 1950. She returned
for a Foundation volleyball party the next Friday, but rain forced us to go bowling at the Illini Union. She and I
bowled on different lanes, but Roy Rauschenberg paid for her bowling since she hadn’t brought money with her.
After refreshments at Wesley, I walked Jean home to her apartment on Elm Street in Urbana, and that was the
beginning of our relationship.
Wesley has played an important role in our lives, and we continue to attend Wesley Church whenever in Urbana
for family or U of I functions.
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