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Illini Fighting Hunger
named “Community Partner
of the Year.”

The Eastern Illinois Foodbank announced
in August that Illini Fighting Hunger (IFH), a
program of Wesley Foundation and a student
organization on campus, is recipient of the
2015 Community Partner of the Year award. IFH has facilitated the packaging
of more than 1.3 million meals and over 95,000 lbs. of rice/beans/pasta, and has
worked with more than 10,000 volunteers in just 3 years of existence.

“A Place to Belong;
A Place to Become.”

Meet grad student Michael Drummond, who is a
Wesley Church liturgist and Grad Study facilitator.

Help us save on postage and use less paper: To receive Wesley alumni
newsletters by e-mail, or to give us updates on change of address,
just e-mail Wayne Wilson at wayne@wesleyui.org
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Michael Drummond came to the U of I after earning his Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
at Azusa Pacific University (APU) in 2014. He is a 2014 Roger Adams Scholar, a 2014
Virginia Bartow Scholar, and he is a Chemistry TA. He is one of ten graduate students and
four undergraduate students performing research under the leadership of Dr. Alison Fout.
Michael’s work involves mimicking how metals in biological systems may function in
processes like photosynthesis, oxygen transport, and metabolism.
He grew up in Longmont, Colorado. Life in the flat corn and bean fields of Illinois
brings a yearning to see mountains again, but he enjoys being outdoors: “I like to walk
or hike in nature,” said Michael, “and I like distance running: in
September, I ran in a half-marathon in Chicago, and I’m going to run
in the Indianapolis Monumental Marathon in November.”
He has frequently been liturgist in the traditional format worship service
at Wesley Church. “There are so many programs to get involved in at
Wesley; I want to find time to help out with the Wesley Food Pantry,
especially since it’s next door to where I work.”
How did he decide to attend Wesley?
“My
apartment is on north Goodwin Avenue and my lab is south on
Michael
Drummond Goodwin, just past Wesley, so I saw the buildings and read the outdoor
signs and decided to visit the 9:30 Sunday worship service. The
required Chapel at APU was a contemporary service, and after four years the traditional
service has become the kind of worship I have grown most fond of.”
Michael is also the group facilitator for the Grad Study Group at Wesley Foundation:
“We meet in the Wesley coffeehouse at 8:30 on Tuesday evenings and study a different
book each semester. This fall we are reading ‘Life Together: An Exploration of Faith in
a Christian Community,’ by Dietrich Boenhoeffer, and discussing his observations about
what a Christian community should be and how it should relate to and serve the world.”

Wesley Peer Minister, Rose Craig, co-leads a
contingent of the Marching Illini on the
Quadrangle on Sunday, Aug. 23, during the
annual Quad Day. Rose was selected as one
of three drum majors for the Marching Illini in
2015-16. Congratulations, Rose,
we’re proud of you!

A new Christian answering her calling: Jie Wu Smith
leads a ministry with Chinese students and families
at the U of I.

July 6, 2015
Hi, Wayne,
I hope everything goes well with
you.
This year has been a little different
for us. We are living in China
much of the year. Nina’s father is
physically weakened by a stroke,
and she and I are doing our filial
duty by taking a role in his care.
Of course, I always wanted to live
in China, and nowadays it is such
an exciting country. We are in
Guangzhou (Canton). One or both
of us will be in China at any given
time in the near future, at least.
Warm regards to the Wesley
community.
Best wishes,
Robert Bobrick
[grandson of Bishop James C. Baker]

He’s made life long
friends at Wesley.
“I love Wesley because
I find it to be a shelter
in the storm of college
life. The building
really does feel like an
oasis where I can relax
after class, study with
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friends, grab a cup of
coffee, and serve the community. I
found Wesley through the haunted
house [benefit for the Wesley Food
Pantries] in 2012, and I was so
blessed to have found a family here
at college. Friends I have made
here are people I will remember for
the rest of my life.”
-Ryan Kenji Kuramitsu,
UI Class of 2015, Social Work
Master of Divinity Program,
McCormick Theological Seminary

Marriage brought Jie Wu Smith to the U.S. in 2007. She Courtesy: Jie Wu Smith
was a professor of computer science at Nanjing University
of Aeronautics and Astronautics (Nanjing, China) when she
married Rev. J. Michael Smith, who is now senior pastor at
Grace UMC in Urbana. Since 2010, she has led a growing
ministry with Chinese students and their families in UrbanaChampaign.
She began the ministry at Grace, on the east side of Urbana,
when as a new Christian (she was baptized in 2008) she
discerned her calling to serve students and visiting scholars
from China. “When I came to the U.S. my life changed; when I
became a Christian my thoughts changed,” said Jie. “I wanted
to find my ‘niche’ as a Christian. I asked myself what I could
do to serve God and share the love that was shown to me by
Jie Wu Smith
my Christian friends.”
At the root of Jie’s program for Chinese students and families is Christian service and the
kind of support she received from her Christian friends when she was new to the U.S. “I
understand their needs, and I have been blessed with two cultures: my Chinese culture and
my Christian culture. My own experiences as an immigrant learning about life in the U.S.
were similar to what Chinese students and families on campus are now experiencing.”
She led programs at Grace that encouraged a connection between Chinese students, their
families and the congregation, and she coordinated a weekly worship program, Bible
study, a youth program, and fellowship events that included summer excursions to
American parks and culture sites, such as trips to Yellowstone and Washington D.C.
Four years later, Jie was asked by the Iroquois River District of the UMC to coordinate an
expansion of her ministry to a larger scale, to serve the growing number of Chinese students
and families who have come to the University of Illinois and surrounding community.
Almost five thousand students from the People’s Republic of China are enrolled at the U
of I, representing the largest segment of international students at the Urbana-Champaign
campus, and reportedly the largest number of Chinese students at any U.S. university.

Wesley Foundation: A natural choice for the ministry’s new home.
Jie estimates that, since 2014 when she moved the ministry to The Wesley Foundation
located on the U of I campus, it has served about one thousand Chinese students; it
has involved about fifty Americans in the program, and she counts eight UMCs in the
Iroquois River District where her group has shared in a variety of programs, field trips
and fellowships.
Why the move to The Wesley Foundation and Wesley UMC? “Wesley is such a welcoming
place with a culturally diverse group of students and faculty in the congregation,” said
Jie. “It’s well-known in the international community, and it’s easy to find, located on the
mass transit bus line.” Her program holds weekly meetings for worship, Bible study,
activities of social engagement with people from other cultures, and even has a choir that
participated in the 2014 Advent program at Wesley UMC.
Evidence of the ministry’s impact within the Chinese community is in the responses
from the students who participated in the program. Jie summarized the kind of supportive
e-mail messages she continues to receive: “I receive notes from participants who say the
ministry ‘…was the best part of my experience in Urbana-Champaign,’ and some who
participated in the program say they are ‘…now open to the Christian world.”
In addition to her ministry with Chinese students, Jie is also a part-time instructor in
computer science at Parkland College in west Champaign.

ESL Class and International Coffee House:
International and American students can take an hour each Friday
to practice their listening and conversation skills in the ESL (English
as a Second Language) class, held in Wesley’s conference room at
3 pm. Participants may follow up on what they’ve learned in the ESL
class by attending International Coffee House, which runs from 4-6
pm each Friday in the Wesley Student Center.
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Dramatic reading of the acclaimed play, “Tangled”
by U of I professor Nicole Anderson-Cobb,
performed in Great Hall on Sept. 27.
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On September 27, an estimated one hundred people (Wesley friends, college students and
guests) attended a luncheon and the dramatic reading of the play “Tangled: A ‘Dramedy’
About Gun Violence in the Age of Obama.” Written by a local playwright, the U of I’s Dr.
Nicole Anderson-Cobb, the award-winning play uses humor, candor, and stories of inter
generational conflict to talk about the issue of gun violence and its impact on the lives of
people on the south side of Chicago and elsewhere.
The stage reading was performed by nine recruited guests from the university and local
African-American churches, and presented in Wesley’s Great Hall. It was followed by a
group discussion downstairs in Watseka Hall, led by former Wesley Foundation director,
Dr. Miley E. Palmer, whose own family was impacted by a gunman who terroized a
college campus years ago. Informal discussion covered issues of gun violence, policing
in communities, and racial relations.
Sponsors were Wesley Foundation, Wesley Church members, Ernest and Lois Gullerud,
Wesley United Methodist Women, and Wesley Social Action Ministry.

Meet Adolfo Oropeza
Wesley Peer Minister, U of I senior.
Adolfo Oropeza came to Wesley as a freshman with Grant Courtesy: A. Oropeza
Community High School (Fox Lake, IL) classmate and now fellow
peer minister, Rose Craig. He is a senior majoring in psychology, and
is known for his wit and creativity, especially in graphic illustration.
He has been an avid collector of vintage or rare comic books since his
childhood and knows much of that industry’s history. “I like to keep
my rare comic book collection, because each purchase corresponds to
a memory, where I was in life when I bought it,” said Adolfo.
He became a Wesley peer minister in 2014, and as one of four peer
ministers, Adolfo’s primary responsibility is Wesley Foundation’s Adolfo Oropeza
coffeehouse programs, including International Coffee House.
During the summer the coffeehouse and the student lounge across the hall were remodeled
by Wesley and International Coffeehouse volunteers. Color changes were made to
the to the walls, new flooring was installed by professionals, some new furniture was
purchased and added to provide more convenience for small groups, new board games
were purchased, and a new counter and storage space will soon be added. “For several
months I had mentioned to Julie [Dowler, Assoc. Dir./Campus Minister] improvements
that I envisioned for the coffeehouse,” said Adolfo. “It needed some upgrading: the tile
floor was looking worn and was fractured under the radiators, the cabinets and service
counter needed to be replaced with a design that improved accessibility for volunteers and
patrons, and lighting needed to be more energy-efficient.”
Adolfo helps fellow peer ministers, senior Rose Craig, and graduate students Ann
Buchanan and Ethan Edwards, wherever he can, and he is a regular at Wednesday night
Midweek Worship. As freshmen, he and classmate Rose Craig wrote thank-you cards to
alumni contributors to Wesley Foundation. “I like the fact that everyone is welcome at
Wesley,” said Adolfo, “and I enjoy the diversity here; people of different nations, cultures,
and sexual orientation. I think it’s important that a person can feel comfortable with their
identity when they come to church.”
He has many social connections outside of Wesley: “I work and help out at Wesley, and
there are social opportunities I have in and out of the university community.”

Samantha Barra is
Children’s and Youth
Music Director
Samantha Barra is the new
Children’s and Youth Music Director at
Wesley Church.
“I love creating music with all ages,”
said Samantha, “and am already
thrilled with how wonderful our
Sunday School children sound. Their
enthusiasm for singing and worship
make it all the more enjoyable
to teach. “
She is a junior from Orland Park, IL,
an alumna of Carl Sandburg High
School, working toward her bachelor’s
in Choral Music Education at the
University of Illinois.
“Post grad, I would love teaching
back up north near my hometown. I
will return to school to eventually get
my doctorate and teach collegiately,
but I’d love to teach in a high school
setting until then.”
She sings in the Alto II section of the
U of I Women’s Glee Club. “Beyond
singing, I thoroughly enjoy playing the
violin, ukulele, piano and guitar.”
Outside of music, Samantha is fond of
running and reading.

THANK YOU, ALUMNI AND OTHER FRIENDS OF THE WESLEY FOUNDATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
Gifts, as of October 18, 2015 to the Annual Operating Fund
Contributor
Kathy Alexander
Mrs. Alice Allers
Mrs. Florence Beebe Anderson
Mr. Arthur Brighton
Howard, Judy Daughenbaugh
Mark & Katherine Gauen
Mrs. Gwendolyn Grymonprez
Nina Catherine (Katie) Hamrick
In honor of friends and
mother, Nina Hamrick
Mrs. Alice F. Hilker, in memory of
Eugenia Ford Marquart
Leonard & Margaret Larsen, in honor 		
of Bob & Frankie Mosborg
Donna M. Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. David, Janet Stephenson
Rev. Steve Zekoff
Century Club ($100+)
J. T. Arenberg, in memory of
Jean A. Arenberg ‘47
Mrs. Fern Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bricker, in honor of
Joe Peacock
Richard B. Cogdal
Mrs. Urla M. Golden
Ms. Gunilla Goulding
Don Greeley
Mr. Jeffrey R. Hansen
Ronald & Mary Ann Hood
Mr. Roger Icenogle
Diane Jeffers
Maria Jones
Ruth (Miller) & Edwin Jones
Keith & Sara Kelley
Iris Brown Knell
Allan C Koch
Roberta Lindstrand
Dr. Janet V. Leonard, in memory of
Colleen Kirk and
Ruth Helen Burlison
Lillian Mink
Sung Moon
Walt & Jane Myers
Miley E. Palmer
Leroy & Mary Joyce Pickett
Mr. Richard L. Raymond
Kevin Read
Mrs. Joyce Reeves

Century Club, cont’d
Mrs. Jean Shelly, in memory of
Jim Shelly
Ms. Elizabeth M. Starkey, in memoryof
Elmer Starkey, Jr.
Mr. James E. Stephens
Mrs. Joyce Taylor
Edie Terwilliger
Beverly E. Ujchich
James & Robin West, in honor of
Their 43rd wedding anniversary
and Rev. Joe Peacock
Mrs. Kim Y. Wittel, in memory of
Sharon Scott
Dr. Alan Yungbluth
New Century Club ($250+)
Rod & Linda Bettenhausen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Bobrick, in honor of
Jia Jun Wu
Mrs. Frances Cramer, in memory of
Jean Cramer-Heuerman
Mrs. Selma N.Duvick, in memory of
Donald N. Duvick, ’48
Mr. Mark Elder, in honor of
Diana Elder
Ms.Kedzie Fernholz
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin A. Jones, Jr.
Mr. James R. Kuhn
Norman & Eureath Schoeppel
Memorial Endowment Fund
Ann Saterbak
Dean & Bonnie Shinneman
Myrna Wheeler Smith
Phyllis G. Summers
Donald & Kay Weaver
Chairpersons Club ($500+)
John & Willa Almlof
Mr. William L. Augur
Don & Ann Brush
Mr. Morris G. Huck
Sheldon Jacobson
Mr. & Mrs. Ron & Susan Kiddoo
Karin Ellison & Clark Miller
Linda A. Linke
Bill & Wilma O’Brien
Directors Club ($1,000+)
Bob & Connie Atkins
Martin & Andrea Bohn
Jeffrey J. Decker
Lloyd & Jean Helper
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Directors Club (cont’d)
Lisa M. Hickock
Bob & Frankie Mosborg
Paul Reimer & Melissa Miller
Judson F. Parker
Mrs. Gretchen Rauschenberg
Mr. Mark Syverson
Kay Romans
Mr. Donald Walden
Marilyn Whittaker
Heritage Club ($2,000+)
Gerald & Lois Brighton
Tod & Belinda Courtney
Alice Espenschied
David & Julie Klenske
Mr. & Mrs. Don Zimmerman
E. Paul & Judith M. Unger
Upholders Club ($5,000+)
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold W. Thompson
Sustainers Club ($10,000+)
Sue Wakat, in memory of
Kathryn and Herb Stafford
Additional Support from their budget:
Ashkum UMC

You can quickly make
a contribution to Wesley
Foundation’s Annual Operating
Fund through your PayPal
account, and receive back
sooner your acknowledgment
from Wesley.
Each month, Wesley
Foundation uses Constant
Contact messages with late
news about what’s happening at
Wesley, and a “donate” option
button for PayPal. If you’ve not
been receiving those monthly
contacts but would like to, just
e-mail wayne@wesleyui.org

