COMING NEXT MONTH!
Wesley Fall Seminar
THE REALITY OF POVERTY
HERE AT HOME

1203 W. Green St., Urbana, IL 61801-2905
Phone: 217-344-1120 • Fax: 217-344-1830
Email: info@wesleyui.org • Website: www.wesleyui.org

Presenters will be: Tom Uhlen, Professor of Law and Economics and Swanlund Chair
Emeritus in the College of Law; Craig Gundersen, Professor of Agricultural Strategy
in the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences; Barbara Fiese,
Professor of Human Development and Family Studies, Pampered Chef, Ltd. Endowed
Chair in Family Resiliency, and Director of Family Resiliency Center; and Ruby
Mendenhall, Associate Professor of African-American Studies of Sociology in the
Department of African-American Studies.
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Watseka Lounge, Wesley
This year’s Wesley seminar will be supplemented with presentations by local
charitable organizations working with poverty issues on each of the three remaining
Sunday mornings in October (12th, 19th and 26th), from 11 a.m. - 12 noon, in the
West Lounge at Wesley. We will hear from Salt and Light, the Crisis Nursery,
Restoration Urban Ministries, Eastern Illinois Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity and a
speaker on local immigration issues.

October is POVERTY AWARENESS MONTH at Wesley. Plan to come to some or all of
these programs and hear about what has been tried as well as what has worked and
not worked to combat poverty, both nationally and locally. Bring a friend! All of the
above programs are open to the public. These programs are sponsored by the
Wesley United Methodist Women.

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship ● 9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour ● 11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult Education Classes

September 15, 2014

The Spire

Grow at Wesley
New Small Group Studies
This Fall

challenge you, inspire you, and help
you grow in your faith.
To register or for more info, email
Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org.
For more information about the Bill
Moyers PBS special on Genesis visit:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/genesis/
program.html.

was the Bible written? Who
decided which books made it into
the scriptures and why? How
literally must we read it? And, Is
the Bible ever wrong?
From there, Hamilton considers the
real questions people frequently ask
that continue to divide Christians
and denominations alike, including:


Genesis: A Living
Conversation
Thursdays
September 4th – November 13th
(no class session on November 6th)
6:30 p.m. in the Wesley Theater
You are invited to join in this 10week study accompanying Wesley’s
10-week sermon series on the
stories of Genesis. Participants will
explore 10 stories in the book of
Genesis and be led in conversation
by the three pastors at Wesley Senior Pastor Dan King Crede,
Campus Minister Julie Dowler and
Associate Pastor Miriam Snider.
The class sessions will include a
video portion from the Bill Moyer’s
PBS special on Genesis featuring
Biblical scholars, writers, artists,
psychotherapists, teachers,
scientists, composers, lawyers,
college presidents, journalists,
members of the clergy, and
translators dedicated to discovering
to what the Genesis stories say to
us today. Sessions will also include
teaching by Wesley’s clergy and
group conversation. If you are
looking for a way to deepen your
knowledge and understanding of
the Bible, this 10-week course will
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Making Sense of the Bible:
Rediscovering the Power of
Scripture Today
Tuesdays
October 14th – November 18th
10:15 a.m.
Cost: $12 for book purchase.
All are invited to take part in this
short 6-week series exploring Adam
Hamilton’s newest book, Making
Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering
the Power of Scripture Today.
The study will be video driven, but
will include time for group
conversation and reflection. Books
are available for purchase in the
Center Office or group participants
may purchase a hardback copy or
kindle version on their own. Pastor
Miriam Snider will be leading the
class. She recommends reading the
first chapter of the book ahead of
the first study session.
To register or for more information
contact Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org.

About the Book
In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam
Hamilton invites us into an honest
conversation about the Bible. The
book begins with foundational
questions such as, how and when








Were Adam and Eve real
people?
Why is God so violent in the
Old Testament?
Why would Paul command
women to “keep silent in
the church”?
Is Jesus the only way to
salvation?
How does God view
homosexual people?
Is the Book of Revelation a
guide to the End Times?

In approachable and inviting
language, Hamilton addresses these
often misunderstood biblical
themes, leading readers to a deeper
appreciation of the Bible so that we
might hear God speak through it
and find its words to be lifechanging and life-giving.
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Take Action
Seekers Book Club
We are looking for others to join us
to discuss Daniel Rirdan’s The
Blueprint: Averting Global
Collapse. The author sets forth his
plan for salvation, ambitiously
addressing every major threat to
the environment: climate change,
energy use, agriculture,
consumption, etc. We are meeting
every other Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at
Clark-Lindsey, the next date will be
September 23rd. For more
information contact Charles Evans
at charles.eleanor@sbcglobal.net.

ceramic mug for $6. We've been
giving away these mugs to first time
guests in worship on Sunday
mornings, but we would like to
make them available to church
members and friends as well. Mugs
can be purchased on Sunday
mornings from Sue Kiddoo at Coffee
Hour or during the week from
Donna Giffen or Pastor Miriam.

Students: Are you looking
for a home away from
home?

Progressive Approach to
the Bible Study
Progressive Bible Study–held once a
month during the school year–will
begin again, Wednesday, October
8th at Ann and John Spurgeon’s
home (4011 E. Airport Rd., Urbana).
Topics vary, but all begin with a
study of scripture.
This is the class’ third year and it
varies in size from 4-12 people.
Each topic is autonomous so
persons can join in any time. Ann is
a retired pastor in the United
Methodist Church. John has a
passion for scriptural exploration.
Persons who attend have a variety
of levels of biblical knowledge.
The study meets the second
Wednesday of each month,
September through May. Contact
for directions: 217-344-6981
or ASpurg@aol.com

Wesley Mugs For Sale
Wesley Community Members are
invited to purchase a new Wesley

and support Wesley's mission of
being a home on campus. Sign up
to be a part of this important
program today! Registration forms
are in the back of the sanctuary on
the welcome table and will be
located in the Center Office
throughout the week. Thanks for
serving!

Community members: Are
you looking for a way to
help Wesley be a student's
home on campus?
This fall we'll be partnering students
with community members to offer
ongoing support and
encouragement to students
throughout the fall semester. The
commitment is for 2 hours a month
for 4 months (Sep. - Dec.). A meetn-greet gathering is scheduled for
Sunday, Sep. 21st at 10:30 a.m.
(between services) to meet your
student and learn more about
participating in the program. For
more information about
expectations of participation
contact Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org.
This is a great opportunity for
community members to meet bright
and interesting students, help them
remain connected with the church

You are invited to connect with a
community member or family at
Wesley Church for on-going support
and encouragement while an
undergraduate or graduate student
at Parkland or the U of I. Each fall
Wesley pairs undergraduate and
graduate students with church
members to help students feel
connected to the church and to
offer encouragement.
Potential activities with your
adopted family include dining in
community member's homes,
meeting for lunch or coffee,
encouraging emails or texts, and
even attending special events
together. For more information
please contact Pastor Miriam Snider
at msnider@wesleyui.org.
Students are invited to sign up
today. Registration forms are in the
back of the sanctuary and in the
Center Office at Wesley. Save the
date: Sun. Sep. 21st at 10:30 a.m.
for a meet-n-greet where you will
meet your adopted family or
community member and learn more
about the program.
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UMW Coffee Hour Treats
THANK YOU for giving generously to
the collection during Sunday Coffee
Hour at the United Methodist
Women's Treat Table! You gave
$152 to the Roma mission in Europe
in June, $251 toward the Africa
University scholarship fund in July,
and $150 to Courage Connection
(formerly Center for Women in
Transition and A Woman's Place) in
August!
During September we will collect for
West Africa Ebola Response
(UMCOR #982450). UMCOR is
working with conference health
boards in West Africa and with
organizations working in the
affected region.

The Spire
by our annual Fall/Welcome Back
Potluck.
The Potluck will begin promptly at
12:00 noon in order to leave plenty
of time for fellowship and eating
together ahead of the 1:30 p.m. Fall
Seminar. Because it is World
Communion Sunday, the
Discipleship Team invites everyone
to bring a dish or two to share that
reflects your family's heritage or
travels, which will extend our world
communion celebration.

Pastor Miriam says Thank
You!
I would like to extend a warm thank
you to the members of the
Discipleship Ministry Team. This
group of individuals have worked
very hard and given a lot of
themselves to ready the church
building and congregation for
welcoming students, new residents
and other guests this fall at Wesley.
I would like to say a special thank
you to them for leading in their
church in this way. Thank you for
your love for your church and for
making an impact for Jesus Christ on
this campus and in this community.
Blessings, Pastor Miriam

Fall Potluck - Place this date
on your calendar now!
Sunday, October 5th
Be sure to join us for a special
service of worship celebrating
World Communion Sunday on
October 5th at 10:30 a.m. followed
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doing this and feel like my sense of
church family has grown. There is
just something about being in
worship together that brings people
closer together. You’ll experience
the message by different means
(traditional and contemporary), and
you’ll have TWO chance to absorb
the lessons of the pastor’s sermon!
See you in worship!
Kristen Dean-Grossmann

PLANNING AHEAD: A
LOOK AT FINANCES
WORKSHOP
October 19th, 12:30 p.m.
Church/community members are
encouraged to bring two dishes per
family or one dish per single
individual. We invite our guests and
students to simply bring their
appetite. Invite a friend and join us
for this special Sunday full of
worship and events that will feed
your heart, soul and mind.

From the Discipleship Team
September is a month of welcoming
back returning students and
summer travelers as well as new
students, faculty and staff, and
community members.
If you’d like an additional
opportunity to welcome guests to
Wesley, consider attending both
services on a Sunday! I know that I
feel fortunate to have gotten to
know people from both services by

Planning ahead also involves a look
at personal finances. The second
workshop in our “Planning Ahead”
series will highlight some economic
issues to consider.
Have you wondered . ..
 What is involved in estate
planning?
 What kind of insurances do I
need at my age?
 How should I think about
investments?
 Should I consider trusts, and if
so, what kind?
 When should I consider an
annuity?
 How can I protect myself if I
am incapacitated?
Wesley’s own Ron Kiddoo, CPA and
Chief Investment Officer at Cozad
Asset Management, will be our
presenter at this workshop.
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This free workshop will be held on
Sunday, October 19, 2014, in the
West Lounge. A light sandwich
potluck will begin at 12:30, with the
presentation and discussion from
1:00-2:15. Adults of all ages are
encouraged to attend.
For more information, contact Meg
Rauschenberger, Judith Unger, or
Dan King Crede.
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New Food Pantry Director
Being Sought
At this time, we still have not yet
hired a new director for the Wesley
Food Pantries. Applications are
being sought once again. The new
closing date is Friday, September
12th. That date will be extended if
no qualified candidates have
applied by then.
Some of the qualifications we are
looking for are:





must be interested in social
justice
experienced working or
volunteering in a food
pantry
helped to fundraise in a
variety of ways.

If you know someone that this
describes, please encourage them
to apply! This half-time salaried
position comes with benefits. For
more information, please go to
wesleypantry.org/employment.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th
Sundays from 9:45 – 10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the children
attend the Children’s Moment in
Church with their parents from 9:30 –
9:45.

themselves to the Lord by praying.
Please see Ms. Rachel to learn more
about participating in this event at
your school.

The Education Committee is
sponsoring a movie night, and
everyone is invited! We will be
showing Heaven is for Real. Yummy
popcorn will be served! Childcare will
be provided for infant – 12 year old
children.

In September we will be studying the
Creation story and Noah.
Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:4 – 10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included !
Youth – See You at the Pole
September 24th
“Never stop praying, especially for
others.” - Ephesians 6:18
For the last two decades, See You at
the Pole has been held to encourage
Christian students to commit

Confirmation Class Coming in
October!
On October 5th Pastor Miriam will
kickoff Wesley’s Confirmation Class
for Junior and Senior High youth who
have not yet been confirmed. Stay
tuned for more details!
Children Singing in Church!
The last Sunday of each month the
children will sing in church during the
Children’s Moment time.

Nursery Care
Nursery Care is available from
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
on Sundays.
9:30 a.m. Service:
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service:
Infant – 5 years

Movie Night
October 11th from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

5 | Page

September 15, 2014

The Spire

United Methodist Women
UMW DISTRICT FALL
MEETING: "LOVE IN
ACTION"
The Fall Meeting of Iroquois River
District United Methodist Women
will be held at Tuscola UMC,
901 N. Prairie Street, Tuscola on
Saturday, September 20, 2014,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. Dr. Kim
Whitaker will be the Guest Speaker
on “When My Word Goes Out.”
Dr. Whitaker has been a family
physician since 2003, having
practiced in the Appalachians of
Tennessee, in New Mexico, and in
the Yu’pik community of Bethel,
Alaska. Currently, she is in family
practice at Frances Nelson Health
Service in Champaign.
Dr.Whitaker has served on 19
mission trips that include tours in
Afghanistan, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Honduras, and several places in the
United States. She is a member of
Faith United Methodist Church in
Champaign and is an active
participant in the contemporary
praise team as a keyboardist at
Monticello UMC. For information
about "love gifts" to bring and
reservations, see the UMW bulletin
board outside the Center Office!

UMW SPIRITUAL STUDY
AND LUNCHEON
October 1st
9:30 Program, 11:15 Luncheon
West Lounge
The October meeting of the Wesley
United Methodist Women will be a
spiritual study led by Pastor Julie
Dowler, based on the book The Call:
Living Sacramentally, Walking
Page | 6

Justly. The program will be
followed by a potluck salad
luncheon. ALL women of Wesley
are invited! Bring a friend!
Childcare is available upon request.

with unsentimental verve." Check
out a copy from the library and start
reading now! All Wesley women
are invited. Please bring a dessert
to share.

QUILTING GROUP
September 18th
Please join us at the home of
Marilyn Whitaker for our regular
meeting. We will begin our new
Quilt Study by viewing Why Quilts
Matter. Please call Ruth Sattazahn
with any questions.

October 27th
MW Fall Book Discussion
and Dessert Potluck

Wesley Fall Seminar
October 5th
Children in Poverty

Monday, October 27th at 7:00 p.m.
Annette Lansford’s home

The majority of poverty-stricken
children are born to poor parents.
Therefore, the causes of adult
poverty, government policies, lack
of education, unemployment, social
services, disabilities and
discrimination significantly affect
the presence of child poverty.

Mark your calendars for this fun
night! Annette Lansford will lead
our discussion of Sue Monk Kidd's
novel The Invention of Wings.
About this 2014 release, a Barnes
and Noble editor writes: "In her
latest work, the author of The
Secret Life of Bees weaves fiction
onto the fabric of history in a story
about Sarah, the older of the two
famed abolitionist Grimké sisters,
and her 'birthday gift' personal
slave, the very aptly-named
Handful. The two adolescents
attempt to carve out a human
relationship; Sarah even illegally
teaching her charge to read; but in
antebellum Charleston, such
'incendiary' deviations are treated
seriously and both are punished.
The Invention of Wings traces the
relations of these accidental allies
over thirty years, charting their
challenges, defeats, and triumphs

Children represent 24 percent of
this nation’s population, but they
comprise 34 percent of all people in
poverty. Among all children under
18 years of age, 45 percent live in
low-income families and
approximately one in every 5 live in
poor families. Research shows that,
on average, families need an
income equal to about two times
the federal poverty level to meet
their most basic needs. Families
with incomes below this level are
referred to as low income. Children
living in families below the federal
poverty threshold ($23,850 for a
family of four in 2014) are referred
to as poor. The percentage of
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children living in low-income
families (both poor and near poor)
has been ON THE RISE-increasing
from 40 percent in 2006 to 45
percent in 2011. During this time
period, the overall number of
children of all ages increased by less
than one percent, while the
numbers who were low-income and
poor increased by 13 percent and
23 percent, respectively. Persistent
poverty can be particularly
destructive for children, compared
to short-term poverty.

are cumulative in their effects.
Luthar argued that the effects of
poverty are qualitatively different
and worse for contemporary
children (compared to earlier
generations) because of the
accumulations of multiple risks in
poor families. Also, the effects of
poverty can be interactive as well as
cumulative. Research indicates that
poor children are more vulnerable
to further negative influences than
are children from families with
higher incomes.

Children living in rural areas are
more likely to live in low-income
families compared to those living in
urban areas. Children living in lowincome families are twice as likely
as other children to have moved in
the past year and three times as
likely to live in families that rent a
home. Kids resulting from
unintended pregnancies are more
likely to live in poverty. Children
raised by a single parent are
generally poorer than those raised
by couples. In the US, 6 out of 10
long-term poor children have spent
time in single parent families.

Children who grow up in families
with low incomes are significantly
more likely to experience a wide
range of problems and poor
developmental outcomes than
children from wealthier families.
Children from poor families are 1.7
times more likely to be born with
low birth weight, 2 times more
likely to repeat a grade in school, 2
times more likely to drop out of
school, and 3.1 times more likely to
have a child out of wedlock than
children from non-poor families.

A report by the United Nations
Children’s Fund in 2013 on the well
being of children in 35 developed
nations found that more than one in
five American children fall below a
relative poverty line, which UNICEF
defines as living in a household that
earns less than half of the national
median. The United States ranked
34th of the 35 countries surveyed,
above only Romania and below
virtually all of Europe plus Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and Japan.
Poor children experience more risks
that do non-poor children.
Different risk factors (poverty,
father absence, maternal
depression, low paternal education)

a poor family increased the chances
of living in a poor neighborhood,
with more exposure to violence and
less social support for families than
in other neighborhoods.
Other mediators of the effects of
poverty include low quality
childcare, inadequate health care,
the inability to provide a stimulating
learning environment in the home,
chronic exposure to violence and
poor mental health. Energy
insecurity (an inability to adequately
meet basic household heating,
cooling, and energy needs) is also a
pervasive and often overlooked
problem for low-income families.
Many published studies have
demonstrated strong associations
between childhood poverty and the
child’s adult outcome in education,
health and socialization, labor
market and income. Strong
evidence suggests that children of
low-income parents have an
increased risk of intellectual and
behavioral development problems.
Large negative associations
between poverty during early
childhood and academic outcomes
have been consistently found in
many studies. Children in poverty
have a greater risk of displaying
behavioral and emotional problems,
such as disobedience,
impulsiveness, and difficulty in
getting along with peers.

Economic stress interferes with
positive parent-child interactions.
Children who live in poor families
are often socially isolated and/or
painfully aware of the shame and
stigma associated with poverty.
One research study found that
children who most frequently went
hungry were also most likely to
report that adults criticized or
disapproved of them. Also, living in

Family poverty is associated with
higher risk for teen childbearing,
less positive peer relations and
lower self esteem. Adults who
experience persistent childhood
poverty are more likely to fall below
the poverty line at least once later
in life. Young adult men in their
mid-twenties who grew up in
poverty work fewer hours per year,
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earn lower hourly wages, receive
lower annual earnings, and spend
more idle time during the week.
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The fact that nearly half of children
in the United States are poor or
near poor is a major concern. What
can be done? What, if anything, can
we do?

Plan to attend the Wesley Fall
Seminar on The Reality of Poverty
Here at Home on Sunday, October
5th for more information on this
topic.

Many Thanks to the thoughtful

Wanted! Matching
Donations to the Food
Pantry!

Announcements
Wesley members for
communications during Myrna
Smith’s recent surgical recovery.
Their special kindnesses with
greetings, visits and cards have
been very appreciated by Myrna.

Wanted! Bibles and Kid’s
Books

Sympathy to Paul and Judith
Unger and family at the death of
Paul’s mother, Barbara Unger, who
died on Thursday, August 28th at the
age of 96. She lived in Hoopeston,
Illinois.

Sympathy to Yvette Whiteley and
family at the death of Yvette’s
brother, John W. Poirier, on
Wednesday, September 3rd at the
age of 59. He lived in New
Hampshire.
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Some generous Wesley donors have
stepped forward and combined
their resources for an autumn
matching campaign for the Wesley
Food Pantries. We have at least
$4,000 pledged that we would love
to have matched by you!

We frequently receive requests for
Bibles from the Wesley Food Pantry
clients. If you, friends or family
members have extra Bibles that you
are not using, please bring them to
Wesley and leave them in the
Center Office. They will be put to
good use at the Food Pantry!
We can also use children’s books
(new or gently used) for kids (from
infancy through adolescence) to
give out at the Food Pantry. Our
book supply is getting low, which
speaks to how much the parents
and kids are using this opportunity.

Eligible donations will include all
non-pledged giving, and must be
received by October 31st. If you give
regularly via pledges, please mark
your donation as a "matching" gift
for this extra gift of love above and
beyond your commitment to the
pantry. We hope to have a special
mailing out soon to make your
matched giving easier.

Thanks very much!
The Food Pantry Book Ministry

If you would also like to help with
this important mission, please stop
by and talk to one of the sound
techs on any Sunday morning.

Thank you!

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
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Capital Campaign Update
Progress continues to be made in
the installation of the new heating
system for the Sanctuary and
Education Wing. Very soon all work
should be completed, just in the
nick of time as the days are now
growing shorter and much colder!
Many, many thanks go out to all of
you who have contributed so
generously to the Wesley Capital
Campaign. Our Sanctuary would
not be so reliably warm this winter
without you! 
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Andrea Buchanan
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Marrissa Hellesen/Dexter Smith
Property Manager
Timothy Wright
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, Demonta Pettis
TJ Jackson, William Tadekawa
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Winter Break
Mission Trip
Panama
January 3-10, 2015
Rev. Rhett Thompson, our missionary
partner in Panama, is looking
forward to our first trip in support of
his mission in January 2015. Details
are being worked out to spend a
week doing mainly construction
work. We welcome students,
congregants, and alumni on this
meaningful trip to help alleviate
some of the extreme poverty in
Panama. The last day will be spent
sightseeing. To read newsletters or
see some videos of his missionary
work, please to go:
rhettthompson.weebly.com.
If you are interested in joining us on
this mission trip, please contact
Pastor Julie at 217-344-1120 or at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.
Make sure your passports are
current and you have all the shots
that you need. You won’t want to
miss this fantastic opportunity to
serve those in need!

Campus Ministry
Wesley Foundation
Student Events
(every week during UI Fall and
Spring Semesters)
Grad Study:
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge
Midweek Worship:
Wednesdays, 9 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
ESL Class
for beginner through
advanced students:
Fridays, 3-4 p.m.
Conference Room
International Coffeehouse:
Fridays, 4-6 p.m.
Hot Spot Coffeehouse:
Fridays, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

