
 

 

 
 

Potluck, Conversation, & Combined Service, February 22nd 

 
This spring Social Action Ministry 
will focus on contemporary issues 
facing the United Methodist 
Church. Join us for a potluck and 
conversation about Marriage 
Equality in the UMC after a 
combined 10:30 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday February 22nd. 
 
Significant differences in opinion 
exist in the UMC globally, nationally, 
regionally, and even within 
congregations. At the next United 
Methodist General Conference in 
2016 legislation regarding marriage 
equality is certain to be discussed 
and voted on. Several proposals of 
such legislation have already been 
made. The time for individual 
congregations to discuss these 
issues is now, so that delegates to 
2015 annual conferences can be 
properly informed as they discuss 
and vote on regional proposals. 
 
It is not our intention to present a 
point-of-view for adoption, nor to 
incite argument between members 
with differing opinions, rather to 
begin an open and respectful 
conversation in which we share our 
thoughts and listen to the thoughts 
of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
A brief report on the variety of 

anonymous views expressed in this 
conversation will be compiled and 
made available for all Wesley 
members and friends, and 
especially for our annual conference 
delegates. 

Below you will find chapter 
summaries from the 2014 Abingdon 
Press book Finding Our Way, Love 
and Law in the United Methodist 
Church, co-authored by several 
United Methodist Bishops, in which 
several ways forward are outlined. 
Reading them could be a good way 
to kick start your thinking on the 
topic. For additional resources visit 
http://wesleyui.org/contemporaryis
sueswithsam. 
 
Excerpts from Finding Our Way, 
Love and Law in the United 

Methodist Church:  “…(W)e observe 
the denomination we love grappling 
with issues of importance that not 
only confound but also threaten to 
divide us.  We hunger for our 
church to wrestle with hard 
questions and decisions in a spirit of 
humble commitment to 
passionately follow Jesus, as we 
engage each other with generosity, 
gracefulness, and mutual respect” 
(Job & Alexander, p. 2). 
 
In this spirit, eight United Methodist 
bishops were invited to contribute 
to a book calling United Methodists 
to engage in holy conversation 
about how to deal with the varying 
concerns regarding same-gender 
relationships.  In the following 
excerpts, “BOD” will be used for 
references to the UMC Book of 
Discipline. 
 
1 – Frame – Bishop Rueben P. Job, 
Retired, Iowa Area (deceased 1-3-
15) & Neil M. Alexander (president 
and publisher, United Methodist 
Publishing House) 
In their introduction, or “Frame,” 
the authors recognize the polarizing 
appeals to strictly adhere to the 
UMC Book of Discipline (BOD)  vs 
abandoning some of its dictates.  

http://wesleyui.org/contemporaryissueswithsam
http://wesleyui.org/contemporaryissueswithsam
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The BOD states that the practice of 
homosexuality is “incompatible with 
Christian teaching.” But it also 
states that “sexuality is God’s good 
gift to all persons” and that “all 
persons are individuals of sacred 
worth, created in the image of God” 
(BOD ¶161F).  They note that 
“Perhaps the result of the current 
turbulence will be schism….Perhaps 
the result will be no change or 
partial change…..We hope, pray, 
and work toward a respectful, 
rigorous, genuine, and prayerful 
dialogue” (p. 2). 
 
2 – Enforce – Bishop Gregory V. 
Palmer, Ohio West Area (previously 
Illinois Great Rivers) 
Bishop Palmer was assigned the first 
chapter on why we should enforce 
the Discipline (BOD).  He agreed to 
writing this chapter saying, “…a real 
conversation does not occur until 
each and every point of view can be 
taken up thoughtfully” (p. 9).  He 
suggests that there is a difference in 
tone between “enforcing” and 
“upholding” the BOD.  Making 
changes to the BOD can only be 
done by the General Conference 
which meets every four years to 
handle legislation on behalf of the 
UMC.  When a person has allegedly 
violated a provision in the BOD, 
charges may be filed, a review may 
result in a “just resolution,” or the 
charges may progress to a church 
trial.  While some have called for no 
more trials related to same-gender 
weddings, the complaint process in 
the BOD (BOD ¶363) is written to 
protect the rights of those charged 
as well as to undergird the covenant 
of United Methodists in maintaining 
order in the common life of the 
denomination. 
 
3 – Emend – Bishop Hope Morgan 
Ward, Raleigh Area (NC) 

Bishop Ward’s chapter on 
“emending” deals with change from 
within.  She quotes the 2012 
resolution (not adopted by the 
General Conference) from the 
United Methodist Youth, 
acknowledging “that the church is 
divided on the issue, but feel that 
such language is harmful not only to 
the groups that it attacks but to the 
future of the church” (p. 22).  
Bishop Ward speaks about the 
importance of the words we use, 
and how our words impact others.  
She states that our current language 
is not working well, but that 
modifying the words in the BOD 
“need not create winners and 
losers” (p. 28).  She challenges us to 
“tell the truth – that faithful 
Christians disagree… Let us be 
realistic and give up the false hope 
of uniformity of opinion. We seek a 
higher, a better unity…. Let us 
engage hard questions and 
decisions in a spirit of generosity, 
gracefulness, and mutual respect” 
(p. 32). 
 
4 – Disobey (Biblical Obedience) – 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, Retired, 
San Francisco Area 
Bishop Talbert has been a very 
visible presence in the move to 
declare that Biblical obedience is a 
higher calling than adherence to the 
BOD.  He traces the history of how 
the “incompatible” language was 
added to the BOD in 1972.  At the 
2012 General Conference, he issued 
a statement saying, “…I declare to 
you that the derogatory language 
and the restrictive laws in our Book 
of Discipline are immoral and unjust 
and no longer deserve our loyalty 
and obedience…” and called on 
others to join “’An Act of Biblical 
Obedience’ based on the twofold 
commandment of Jesus (Mark 
12:28-31)” (p. 40).  He notes that 
1,100+ clergy have signed the 

statement “Altar for All,” as their 
willingness to perform same-gender 
ceremonies.  He suggests that the 
Bible has been used in the past to 
justify discrimination, and he 
“reject(s) using the Bible to 
dehumanize or demonize anyone” 
(p. 41).  Bishop Talbert experienced 
additional notoriety when he 
publicly married a gay couple in 
October 2013.  He ends this chapter 
saying, “Wherever injustice and 
oppression appear, we solemnly 
promise to disobey unjust church 
laws because we give priority to 
Jesus’s commandment to love each 
other as much as we love ourselves” 
(p. 51). 
 
5 – Disarm – Bishop Kenneth H. 
Carter Jr., Florida Area 
Bishop Carter acknowledges the 
disagreements in the church, but 
suggests that the foundational issue 
is “the unity, mission, and integrity 
of the church….And if there is to be 
a future with hope, we cannot 
simply maintain the status quo” (p. 
53).  The symptom of our lack of 
unity results from “a deeper 
condition:  our theological 
incoherence” (p. 54).  We are 
“polarized,” with one camp focusing 
on “prevenient grace and social 
holiness” and another camp 
professing “justifying grace and 
personal holiness” (p. 55).  Bishop 
Carter calls the church to instead 
focus on the core values of “unity, 
integrity, and covenant” (p. 56).  “I 
would encourage Christians who 
cannot accept gays and lesbians, in 
orientation or in practice, to place 
the judgment of them (and all of us) 
in God’s hands” (p. 62).  He warns 
that there is a weakening of the 
sense of unity which may lead down 
the “path of slow death” and he 
suggests that “The alternative is 
deep change (that) will begin as we 
cease demonizing those who 
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disagree with us” (p. 67).  But if our 
“…differences continue to become 
more pronounced, we may indeed 
be headed for a division or schism” 
(p. 68). 
 
6 – Order – Bishop J. Michael 
Lowry, Fort Worth Area 
Bishop Lowry notes the covenant of 
loyalty included in the ordination of 
clergy, and calls for “a deeper 
consideration of the meaning and 
importance of order in the life of 
faith and the life of the church” (p. 
73).  “…by order, we mean a sense 
of unity built on the common 
coherence of doctrine, mission, and 
discipline” (p. 74).  He reminds the 
reader that civil disobedience has 
been a part of our history, yet there 
are differing opinions about how to 
be Biblically obedient.  When 
persons choose to go against the 
law, they have been willing to bear 
the penalty.  Currently it appears 
that our disciplinary covenant is not 
being consistently applied.  “We 
face the reality of deeply divergent 
understandings of Biblical 
faithfulness” (p. 79).  “The option of 
simply trying to muddle through 
with dis-order has a price far too 
high.  It is time to re-order our life 
together.  Perhaps the form will be 
more of a confederation than a 
connection.  Perhaps our order 
admits and permits regional 
differences in doctrine….There is a 
new order waiting to be born, and 
we who struggle so much with dis-
order must open ourselves humbly 
and faithfully to God’s new order” 
(p. 80). 
 
7 – Unity – Bishop John K. 
Yambasu, Sierra Leone Area 
Bishop Yambasu admits that writing 
from an African perspective is 
difficult!  He suggests that 

homosexuality “has become a major 
tool in the hands of the devil to 
distract the whole church from the 
main purpose of our existence” (p. 
82).  He reflects on the LGBT 
demonstration at the 2012 General 
Conference and stated that “All of 
us lost” while also noting an African 
saying of, “When two elephants 
fight, the grass suffers” (p. 82).  He 
reviews the church’s struggles over 
racism and now with 
homosexuality.  But he proclaims 
that there is again hope of moving 
beyond the conflict.  His personal 
position is that “the Bible is the 
infallible word of God….therefore, 
that sexual promiscuity, 
homosexuality, and adultery are 
inconsistent with the teachings of 
scripture….This is what missionaries 
from the United States and England 
taught us….Nevertheless, we cannot 
afford to ‘excommunicate’ or resort 
to any form of discrimination 
against those of our brothers and 
sisters with whom we disagree on 
this matter….We need to stop this 
fight….There are more important 
issues that must concern us” (p. 87). 
 
8 – Diversity – Bishop Rosemarie 
Wenner, Germany Area 
Bishop Wenner addresses the 
diversity within the Council of 
Bishops, which reflects the diversity 
of the whole church.  She 
comments that we often say, “God’s 
grace is available to all, and then we 
act as if ‘all’ means ‘all who are like 
us.’  Or: ‘all who at least seek to 
become like us!’  All means all!” (p. 
90).  She challenges church leaders 
to model how to live with diverse 
opinions, including differing 
interpretations of scripture.  She 
states that we must “learn to live 
with our diversity related to human 
sexuality….If we could find the 

freedom to live with different 
answers, we could surely learn to 
live together is a less hurtful and 
harmful way” (p. 97).   
 
9 – Trust God – Bishop Rueben P. 
Job, Retired, Iowa Area (deceased 
1-3-15) 
In the final chapter, Bishop Job 
reflects on the tone of arguments 
from all perspectives as often “far 
from being compatible with 
Christian teaching”!  “The 
arguments for censure, threats of 
division, and immediate 
punishment reflect a commitment 
to law over grace or truth over love, 
which is contrary to what Jesus 
taught and lived” (p. 103).  He notes 
that the 800+ pages in the BOD 
surely does contain conflicting 
sections.  In reminding us that the 
BOD can only be changed by 
General Conference, he proposes a 
three-step plan:  “1) Immediately 
stop the propaganda.  2) Declare a 
moratorium on celebrations and 
trials regarding same-gender 
unions.  3) Begin a practice of 
prayer and discernment that leaves 
our preferences outside as we enter 
this extended period of seeking only 
God’s direction” (p. 108).  Bishop 
Job calls for a period of “rigorous 
indifference,” meaning emptying 
ourselves of our own preferences.  
“Of course this means no one ‘side’ 
will win because everyone will win” 
(p. 111).  When we truly ask for 
God’s guidance, “we do not first tell 
God what that way is” (p. 112).  This 
approach will also influence the 
selection of General Conference 
delegates who are committed to 
end the discord.  Bishop Job ends 
this chapter and the book with, 
“Trust God.” 

 



February 15, 2015 The Spire 

4  |  P a g e  

Grow at Wesley 

Progressive Bible Study 

We will meet the second 
Wednesday of the month through 
May.  On February 11th and March 
11th, we will study the book of 
James. On April 8th and May 13th, we 
will be studying Hebrews. 
 

New people are welcome! 
 

7 p.m. at Ann and John Spurgeon’s 
home.  Contact if you are 
interested:  217-344-6981. 
 

Countering Pharaoh Lenten 
Sermon Series  

Sundays, February 22nd – March 
22nd, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.  

Join us for a powerful 5-week 
Lenten sermon series looking at 
insights from the story of Exodus 
and the Israelite journey from 
slavery in Egypt to covenant at Mt. 
Sinai.  Inspired by Walter 
Brueggemann’s study Countering 
Pharaoh’s Production-Consumption 
Society Today, we will examine 
what this story calls the church and 
21st century persons of faith to 
embody in their lives.    
 

Invite a friend and join us at Wesley 
during this holy season.     
 

Countering Pharaoh Lenten 
Small Group Series  

Tuesdays, February 17th – March 
17th @ 8:30 p.m. (for grad 
students only) 

Thursdays, February 19th – March 
19th @ 10:15 a.m.  

Sundays, February 15th – March 
15th @ 6:30 p.m. 

Join us for a powerful 5-week Small 
Group Lenten Study focused on 
Walter Brueggemann’s recent 
study, Countering Pharaoh’s 
Production-Consumption Society 
Today.  Over the course of 5 weeks 
we will engage in conversation 
about the insights of the story of 
Exodus and the Israelite journey 
from slavery in Egypt to covenant at 
Mt. Sinai with preacher-professor-
prophet Walter Brueggemann.  This 
study confronts participants with 
the comparison of the enslavement 
of the Hebrew people in Egypt to 
the enslavement of Americans 
struggling with the unending 
demands of the consumer society 
that defines us. “It’s a journey from 
slavery to covenant that we keep 
making over and over again,” states 
Brueggemann, “[because] Pharaoh 
has immense power always to draw 
us back into slavery.” 
 

All are invited as we journey with 
the Israelites from slavery to 
covenant this Lenten Season.  Join 
us each Sunday at 9:30 or 11:15 
a.m. and for the accompanying 
small group study that is most 
convenient for you. 
 

To see a promotional video of the 
study visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=aZuU7-xA2NU 
 

Recipients of the Lenten 
Offering 

In keeping with the spring focus on 
contemporary issues facing the 
United Methodist Church, the Social 
Action Ministry team has selected 
“C-U Immigration Forum” and the 
“The Carter Center” as the 
recipients of this year’s Lenten 
Offering. 

The Social Action Ministry team asks 
you to prayerfully consider making a 
special offering this Lenten Season 
in support of these worthwhile 
organizations. 
 

The Champaign-Urbana Immigration 
Forum is a group of immigrants, 
students, clergy, service providers, 
labor union representatives, 
residents and community 
organizations concerned about the 
progress and plight of immigrants in 
Central Illinois. It works for progress 
in several areas including 
comprehensive immigration reform, 
fostering safe and immigrant-
friendly communities, insuring 
access to resources for 
naturalization, legal assistance, and 
deferred action on deportation, and 
improving relations between local 
law enforcement and immigrants. 
For more information visit: 
http://immigration-
forum.blogspot.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZuU7-xA2NU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZuU7-xA2NU
http://immigration-forum.blogspot.com/
http://immigration-forum.blogspot.com/
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The second recipient, The Carter 
Center, is committed to human 
rights and the alleviation of human 
suffering. It seeks to prevent and 
resolve conflicts, enhance freedom 
and democracy, and improve 
health. President Carter’s recent 
book, A CALL TO ACTION: Women, 
Religion, Violence, and Power, 
asserts it is not possible to address 
the rights of women, the human 
and civil rights struggle of our time, 
without looking at factors that 
create an acceptance of violence in 
our society – violence that 
inevitably affects women 
disproportionately. The suffering of 
women and girls can be alleviated 
when individuals take forceful 
actions, which can impact larger 
society. 
 

Through partnerships with activists, 
leaders, and scholars, The Carter 
Center’s Human Rights Defenders 
initiative helps to advance 
recognition and respect for the 
equal rights of girls and women 
worldwide. Human Rights 
Defenders defend the victims of 
violations and tell the world 
whether internationally recognized 
human rights are being respected 
by governments or those with 
control over the lives of populations 
in cases of conflict or breakdown of 
the state.  For more information 
visit: 
http://www.cartercenter.org/peace
/human_rights/defenders/index.ht
ml. 

February 17th, 6:00-8:30 
p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 

We’re having a Mardi Gras Pancake 
Supper!  Stack ‘em high and add 
your favorite toppings – all you can 
eat for just $5!  We’re raising funds 

for Illini Fighting Hunger, so join us 
and eat for a great cause! 

Student-led Ash Wednesday 
Service, February 18th 

Start your Lenten observance as we 
join together for this meditative and 
meaningful service. 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.  

“RE-OFFERING” - PLANNING 
AHEAD:  EXPLORING YOUR 
FIVE WISHES WORKSHOP, 
MARCH 15th 

@ 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
West Lounge 

Back by popular demand!  If you 
missed the first Planning Ahead 
workshop last year about how to 
make plans for your personal and 
health care wishes to be carried out, 
or you would like to revisit that 
discussion, join us on March 15th. 

How would you answer these five 
questions? 

1.  Who do you want to make 
decisions for you if you are 
unable? 

2. What kind of medical 
treatment do you want? 

3. How comfortable do you want 
to be if you are ill? 

4. How do you want people to 
treat you? 

5. What do you want your loved 
ones to know? 

Wesley will again offer a workshop 
to explore these questions, based 
on the “Five Wishes” program, 
developed by attorney Jim Towey, 
founder of Aging with Dignity.  The 
program will feature a video 
explaining the Five Wishes, followed 
by a discussion session.  A copy of 
the Five Wishes document will be 
provided at no cost to take home 
and discuss with your family. 

The free workshop will be held on 
Sunday, March 15th, in the West 
Lounge during the Sunday School 
hour from 11:00-12:15.  Adults and 
family members of all ages are 
encouraged to attend.  We hope 
you and your family members can 
join us.  For more information, 
contact Meg Rauschenberger, 
Judith Unger, or Dan King Crede. 

Including Persons with 
Disabilities Workshop at 
Cunningham Children’s 
Home, Saturday, March 7th 

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Committee on Disability Concerns is 
hosting a workshop at Cunningham 
Children’s Home in Urbana on 
Saturday, March 7th from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.  The workshop 
provides a basic foundation for 
clergy and laity to create a 
welcoming environment for people 
with disabilities in their 

http://www.cartercenter.org/peace/human_rights/defenders/index.html
http://www.cartercenter.org/peace/human_rights/defenders/index.html
http://www.cartercenter.org/peace/human_rights/defenders/index.html
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congregations and ministries.  The 
workshop covers disability basics, 
access, attitudes, language, 
disability and the church, and 
ministry programming.  A 
registration fee of $20 covers lunch 
and materials. Interested? Register 
now at https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/InclusionUrbana.

World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 6th 

Church Women United of CU will 
celebrate World Day of Prayer on 
Friday, March 6th, from 9:30-11:00 
a.m. at First Presbyterian Church of 
Urbana, 602 W. Green St, Urbana.  
The theme for this year is "Do you 
understand what I have done for 
you", based on John 13:1-17.  Just 
as Jesus, by washing their feet, 
called his disciples to serve others, 
our Lord is calling us to personal 
discipleship and service.  For more 
information call Evelyn Denzin at 
367-0643.

 

 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Children’s Ministry at Wesley 
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd-5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 
 
In February and March, the 
students will be studying about 
Jesus’ life and his teachings. 
 
 

Youth Ministry at Wesley  
Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  Fellowship, 
scripture study and doughnuts are 
always included!   
 
 

Children Singing in Church! 
The last Sunday of each month the 
children will sing in church during 
the Children’s Moment time!   
 

The Children's Handbell Choir is 
playing in church on February 22nd. 
 
 

Nursery Care 
 

Nursery Care is available 
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 3 years 

 

11:15 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

1st Sunday: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/InclusionUrbana
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/InclusionUrbana


February 15, 2015 The Spire 

 7  |  P a g e  

United Methodist Women

Update on Chipo!  

We have just learned that Chipo 
Rudo Wedu, the Zimbabwean 
orphan that our Wesley United 
Methodist Women have sponsored 
for the past 12 years, is now a 
freshman at Africa University in 
Zimbabwe.  She received a full 
scholarship from Africa University 
and is doing well.  Congratulations, 
Chipo!

UMW Program & Salad 
Luncheon, March 4th 

Please join us on Wednesday, 
March 4th at 9:30 a.m. for our 
program featuring guest speaker Dr. 
Kim Whitaker.  She will be speaking 
to us about her experiences and 
ministry in the Honduras.  A salad 
potluck will be served after the 
meeting at 11:15 a.m. 

Coffee Hour Donations 

February donations to UMW Coffee 
Hour Treats will go to United 
Methodist mission in Honduras.  
Please give generously! 

Announcements

A Big Thank You 

To all my Wesley Family that help 
me up and down the ramps.  You’re 
the greatest.  Thanks, Sharon Friedl 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings about 9:15 a.m., please 
let Meridee Dornhoff know at 
mdornhof@comcast.net. 
Thank you! 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed!  

Volunteer sound engineers are 
essential to making worship at 
Wesley vital and meaningful for 
everyone who attends and everyone 
who listens at home.  They make our 

music sharper, our sermons clearer, 
and our prayers louder. 
 

Can you help?  Some training is 
available, but volunteers will ideally 
have some familiarity with audio 
equipment and processing digital 
audio.  The time commitment is 
several hours per week, including 
the 9:30 worship service and 
flexible work at home. 
 

Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120 
or donna@wesleyui.org. 

empty tomb’s Mega Work-
A-Thon March 7th 

This year empty tomb is providing 
350 needy local families with a 
carton full of basic kitchen pantry 
products.  Wesley Church has 
committed to providing the rice for 

these boxes and could use your help 
in packaging it.  Packaging will take 
place on Tuesday, February 24th 
from 6-8 p.m. in the Great Hall with 
Illini Fighting Hunger and the 
Wesley Food Pantries organizing our 
effort.  We will be packaging a ton 
of rice, so we can really use your 
help!  No experience is necessary.  
You can sign up to help by marking 
the empty tomb envelopes in the 
bulletins, or by calling the Center 
Office at 217-344-1120. 
 

In addition, people are needed on 
Saturday morning, March 7th, from 8 
a.m.-noon, to pack and decorate 
the containers and deliver them.  
Six people are needed for each 
team.  Join our team and help us do 
our part!  Please see Fred Neumann 
to sign-up or call him at 217-367-
0377. 
 

mailto:mdornhof@comcast.net
mailto:donna@wesleyui.org


February 15, 2015 The Spire 

8  |  P a g e  

Food Justice Topics at 
Spring Friday Forum  

Did you know that Wesley helps to 
sponsor the Friday Forums at the Y?  
The Spring 2015 Friday Forum noon 
lecture series at the University 
YMCA will address a number of 
important facets of Food Justice, 
including the global food security; 
local and national politics of food 
assistance; issues of food 
sovereignty; local food systems; 
food production and the 
environment; global food security; 
local and national politics of food 
assistance; issues of food 
sovereignty; local food systems; 
food production and the 
environment; food labor; urban 
agriculture; and interfaith efforts to 
alleviate hunger.  The February 27th 
lecture with Rev. Jennifer Bailey of 
the Faith Matters Network should 
be especially interesting! 
 
LECTURE SERIES SCHEDULE 
12 Noon in the Y's Latzer Hall 

1/30 Justice in The Global Food 
Economy, Kelsey Timmerman, 
author, Where Am I Eating? 

2/6 Expanding the Local Food 
Movement, panel including Brad 
Uken (Champaign County Farm 
Bureau), Natalie Kenny Marquez 
(Urbana's Market at the Square), 
Rick Weinzierl (UIUC), and Dawn 
Blackman (Randolph Street 
Community Garden) 

2/13 Food Assistance:  How Our 
Politics Shape the Way We Help, 
Andrea Rundell (YWCA) and Michael 
Gillespie (EIU) 

2/20 Food Justice Matters: Toward 
a New Black Food System Model, 
Lou Turner (UIUC), 

2/24 "A Place at the Table" film 
screening at the Art Theater, 7:30 
p.m. All proceeds will support Sola 
Gratia Farm and increase donations 
of produce to the Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank. 

2/27 Hunger as an Interfaith Issue, 
Rev. Jennifer Bailey (Faith Matters 
Network) 

3/6 Food, Farm Bills and the 
Environment, Craig Cox 
(Environmental Working Group) 

3/13 Living Wages and a Fair 
Workplace in the Food Services, 
Denzel Baldwin (Fight for 15) 

Friday Forum has been continuously 
running for over 80 years at the 
University YMCA, continually 
adapting to the times while 
remaining committed to providing 
talks that address topics of 
relevance and urgency in our 
society. 
 

For more information, visit 
http://universityymca.org/friday_fo
rum. 

Why fill out a Pledge Card? 

By now you should have received up 
to three mailings from Rev. Dan 
King Crede that asked you to 
consider making a financial pledge 
this year to the Church, Building 
Fund, and/or Pantries, whichever 
calls to your heart the most. 
 

We ask for your pledges to help us 
budget wisely.  We ask for your 
pledges to ensure that we can make 

the best choices possible for our 
ministries.  And we ask for your 
pledges to help us continue 
fostering this wonderful sense of 
family and community that is 
Wesley. 
 

You have only to look at the pages 
of any Spire to see the incredible 
gift that Wesley is in the lives of so 
many, including you!  These are just 
a few of the amazing opportunities 
for you at Wesley: 
 

 Sensational music 

 Thoughtful and thought-
provoking study groups, 
seminars, and literary teas 

 Missions that are local, national, 
and international 

 Knitting and quilting ministries 

 Wescare for those who need it 

 Food pantries that help those 
who are food insecure 

 Congregation that is focused on 
social justice issues of all kinds 

 Students from around the world 
that expand your horizons 

 Pastoral staff who are loving, 
kind, and generous people 

 United Methodist Women! 

This special place called Wesley, 
where students and congregants 
meet and exchange ideas and 
experiences from all around the 
world, needs your pledge!  What 
other place will you find that does 
so much in your life and that 
touches the lives of so many others? 
 

You can fill out your pledge card 
and send it in today, or drop it into 
a collection plate on Sunday.  For 
those who have misplaced your 
card, you can find them in the 
Center Office. 
 

http://universityymca.org/friday_forum
http://universityymca.org/friday_forum
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Food Pantry News 

Clients Served in January 

How did we ring in the New Year?  
On 1/15/15 the Wesley Evening 
Food Pantry served 168 households, 
comprised of 751 individuals which 
included 303 children.  And 
throughout the month, our Parkland 
Pantry served 139 households, 
comprised of 530 individuals which 
included 232 children. 
 

Thank you to all for helping out your 
neighbors in need. 

Parkland Distribution Days 
and Times have Changed! 

Parkland Pantry Distribution days 
and times changed this month to 
better serve the community.  All 
distributions are now open to the 
public.  Our hours are: 

1st and 3rd Saturday 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 

2nd and 4th Wednesday 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. & 
4 p.m.-6 p.m. 

Volunteer  at 
www.wesleypantry.org. 

EIF ½ Price Food! 
For the next month, EIF is offering 
everyone ½ price food.  So it is stock 
up time!  If you could fulfill your 
pledge a little sooner or make a 
donation now, please do so we can 
afford to buy extra food now!

MLK Jr. Service Day - Two 
Events, One Community 

“Everybody can be great because 
everybody can serve.” – Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
 

On Monday, January 19th at the 
Urbana Civic Center, Illini Fighting 
Hunger led a rice repackaging event 
to benefit the Pantries that was 
hosted and funded by the Urbana 
Rotary Club.  With 65 volunteers, 
including local high school students, 
2,400 pounds of rice was 
repackaged in one hour.  Thank you 
Max and Illini Fighting Hunger!   
 

On the same day, at Parkland 
Community College, rice was also 
repackaged for the Parkland Pantry.  
With the help of approximately 30 
volunteers, at the end of the event 
we had 1,800 individual bags of rice 
packaged, nearly 1 ton!  Thank you 
Mike Moran for organizing this.   
 

empty tomb 
Mega Work-A-Thon 

This year empty tomb has planned a 
Pantry Stocker event for their Mega 
Work-A-Thon.  Each church in 
Champaign County has been asked 
to help by collecting one of the 
staple items and Wesley has 
committed to donating 1,750 
pounds of rice.  Illini Fighting 
Hunger will provide the rice for 
repackaging on Tuesday, February 
24th at 6 p.m. in the Great Hall. 
 

Each $15 you donate now will 
purchase an amazing 50 pounds of 
rice!  We need to buy 35 bags in 
order to reach our goal of 1,750 
pounds.  Buy your bag (or partial 
bag) today. 

You can donate by using the empty 
tomb envelope that is included with 
the Sunday bulletin, mailing a 
donation marked “rice” to the 
pantry, or by dropping off a 
donation in the Center Office. 
 

We will also need volunteers for 
repackaging on Tuesday, February 
22nd at 6 p.m., so please contact us 
at 217-344-1120 or mark your 
empty tomb envelope to let us 
know.  Thank you! 

Social Service Desk at 
Evening Pantry 

We would like to thank the 
Champaign County 
Healthcare 
Consumers who 
attended the 1/15 
Evening Pantry and 
helped 
approximately 20 

clients with healthcare insurance 
enrollment. 

We also look forward to hosting the 
Illini Medical Screening Society 
during our upcoming Evening Pantry 
on 2/19!  Their screenings will 
include on-site Doctor 
Consultations, body mass index 
(BMI), blood cholesterol test, and 
vital sign readings. 
 
 

http://www.wesleypantry.org/
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Bergner’s Community Days Coupon Booklets – 
A Wesley Food Pantries Fundraiser! 

The Wesley Food Pantries are selling valuable coupon booklets for just $5 each.  These 
coupons are good towards great merchandise at the Bon-Ton family of stores during the 
special Community Days 2015 Sale on February 27th and 28th, and are available only through 
purchase.  They offer some tremendous bargains for those who use them! 
 

How amazing is this fundraiser? 
 

The Wesley Food Pantries will keep 100% of the proceeds! 
 

Please drop by the pantry office (room 209), call (217) 344-1120, or email 
donate@wesleypantry.org to purchase your coupon booklet today!  For your convenience, 
booklets will also be offered for sale on Sunday mornings (February 8, 15, and 22) before and 
after services at the parking lot entrance. 

 

Community Days Fundraiser 
Off to a Good Start! 

The Food Pantry has sold 32 coupon 
booklets towards our goal of 75!  
Once we sell 75, we qualify for even 
greater funds from the Bon-Ton 
family of stores.  Thanks to all who 
have bought 1 or more!  All funds 
raised stay with the Food Pantry, 
and our buyers get over $500 in 
coupons. 
 

We will also be selling the booklets 
inside Bergner’s on several days 
where we will be wearing our t-
shirts, handing out brochures on the 
pantry, and talking about Wesley.  
We hope to generate even more 
donations that way as well as to 
gain more volunteers. 
 

You can order the booklets online 
and have them delivered to your 
home (or someone else’s home) at 

http://bit.ly/1B72lxw.  Use the 
coupons by shopping online or in 
person during the Community Days 
sale.  And if you want to use the $10 
off coupon that comes with each $5 
booklet more than once, you will 
need to buy a booklet for each time 
you want to use it.  The Pantries will 
be happy to help you with that! 
 
 

mailto:donate@wesleypantry.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mxuosMzRIAY8IrEJIrxLMZXbBS1q1rbvdGZnuEnDc6fUdvKai7vUmOmERsAKcV6eWkeeWB5W-wFwwzkKCAr__h-cx15GFGjyq_VHW4H9vrnR10jxZfDOmr5L7PA0z7UcHOgeDtiYOIC34o4-ydMY8b-YtPLM8lZEKrvnOGN8fsw=&c=j0yuMr3nG-HRFXabPsBLxQ0CARJEBLT9n_1q2-1dy0kwYRPxBqKUxA==&ch=caY3qtNjeZSVByTrisGieNJMG9raaqDCmljATR_FDFn21uqSkfB9hQ==
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“The Brilliance” 
at Wesley! 
7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 12th 

After several attempts to book 
them for a concert at Wesley, we 
have at last been successful in 
getting “The Brilliance”!  Their 
music does not easily fit into a 
genre, but they might be described 
as “liturgical chamber folk.” 
 
The lead singer is David Gungor, 
brother to Michael, the leader of 
the incredibly popular band 
“Gungor.”  Their songwriting is 
really moving, soaked in scripture, 
and poignantly personal.  The music 
is lush; driven by a fantastic pianist 
and filled out by a very talented 
string quartet.  They are releasing a 
new album entitled “Brother” on 
February 17th.  We expect their 
concert will be a mix of this new 
material and their Lenten EP, since 
they are coming during Lent. 
 
Tickets for the show are $10 for 
students, $15 for non-students, and 
are available online at 
http://wesley.yapsody.com. 
 
For those who wish to make an 
additional love offering at the 
concert, those funds will be 
donated to Illini Fighting Hunger 
and the Wesley Food Pantries. 
 
To learn more about the band, and 
to hear some of their music, visit 
our event page 

http://wesleyui.org/brilliance, or the 

band’s website 
http://thebrilliancemusic.com.  
 

http://wesley.yapsody.com/
http://wesleyui.org/brilliance
http://thebrilliancemusic.com/


 

 

 Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
Kingdom Singers Director 
 Andrea Buchanan 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
Food Pantries Director 
 Katie Thomas 
Food Pantries Assistant to the Director 
 Shelsea McCarthy 
Food Pantries Operations Manager 
 Bob Douglas 
Food Pantries Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
IT Computer Specialist 
 Marrissa Hellesen 
Property Manager 
 Timothy Wright 
Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, 
 William Tadekawa 
Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

February 20th, 4-6 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Friday afternoon) 
International and domestic students, 
friends and community members are 
invited to join us for our International 
Coffeehouse to meet new friends, 
learn about American culture, and 
practice English. 
 

February 22nd, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary (lunch in Great Hall) 
Combined Sunday Worship Service in 
the Sanctuary, followed by a potluck 
dinner in the Great Hall.  Students just 
need to bring their appetite and a 
friend! 
 

February 25th, 9:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Wednesday evening) 
Midweek Worship Service – our 
student-led service gathers each week 
for coffee, snacks, fellowship, worship 
and communion. 
 

March 1st, 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
(& every Sunday morning) 
Sunday worship – traditional and 
contemporary. 
 

March 6th, 9-11 p.m., Wesley Theater 
Join us for our First Friday Classic 
Movie Night, complete with drinks 
and snacks, as we watch the classic 
sports film, The Sandlot.  Bring a 
friend! 
 

March 14th, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Great Hall 
We’re hosting a Spring Craft Fair, 
bringing local crafters to Wesley to 
show off their creations!  $2 entry fee 
per person goes to support our 
Wesley Food Pantries and Illini 
Fighting Hunger.  Come and find some 
wonderful, one-of-a-kind treasures! 

 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 

Campus Ministry 
We have lots of ways for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
international students to get involved.  
Check out the calendar and join us! 
 

February 15th, 6-7 p.m. 
Conference Room 
(& every Sunday through March 15th) 
Join us for our Lenten Bible study, 
“Countering Pharaoh,” as we consider 
how we live as God’s covenant people 
in “Pharaoh’s” economy.  Snacks will be 
provided! 
 

February 17th, 6-8:30 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
We’re having a Mardi Gras Pancake 
Supper!  Stack ‘em high and add your 
favorite toppings – all you can eat for 
just $5!  We’re raising funds for Illini 
Fighting Hunger, so join us and eat for a 
great cause! 
 

8:30-10 p.m., Student Lounge 
(& every Tuesday evening) 
Our Graduate Student Study is reading 
and discussing The Screwtape Letters 
by C. S. Lewis – join us! 
 

February 18th, 7-8 p.m. Sanctuary 
Student-led Ash Wednesday worship 
service – start your Lenten observance 
as we join together for this meditative 
and meaningful service. 
 

February 19th, 7-8 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Thursday evening) 
Our student-led Bible study looks at the 
tales of the boy wonder, Harry Potter, 
and the Christian themes that are 
found in Rowling’s contemporary 
literary works.  A study book is 
available, but you’re also welcome to 
join us just for the great conversation! 
 

February 20th, 3-4 p.m. 
Conference Room 
(& every Friday afternoon) 
ESL class for beginner through 
advanced students. 


