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Looking to help Wesley become a
student’s home on campus?
Sign-Up to Adopt-A-Student today!

At Wesley we are already home to many students, who find our building, staff,
community members, and programming helpful and nourishing while students. We
hope to make a student’s experience in college and at Wesley Church even better
with such intentional hospitality. We invite you to join us by signing up to adopt-astudent today!

1203 W. Green St., Urbana, IL 61801-2905
Phone: 217-344-1120 • Fax: 217-344-1830
Email: info@wesleyui.org • Website: www.wesleyui.org

Here’s what 2013 participant Ann Spurgeon has to say about her experience from
last fall. “Being a participant last fall was a great way for John and I to connect with
a young person and remember what it was like to be a first year U of I student. We
went to each other's choral concerts, had dinner together, watched 2 Cardinal
games, and kept up to date each Sunday at church. Austin even went on the Spring
break mission trip with us. Though our official time is over, the three of us intend to
keep connected.”
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About the Program
Last fall we began pairing church and community members with students for
ongoing support and encouragement throughout the school year, with some
success. This fall we would like to extend that same hospitality to students again,
but with a fuller set of expectations for participation as well as support from Wesley
staff. The commitment of the program is for 2 hours a month for 4 months
(September – December 2014).

Opportunities to sign-up are on Sunday mornings during worship and throughout
the week in the Center Office at Wesley.
Online sign-up will be available soon!
If you have questions contact Pastor Miriam at msnider@wesleyui.org.
If you sign-up to adopt a student here is what will be expected of you:
 Attend a meet-n-greet gathering to meet your student and other people
involved in the program. This is where you will connect and set up your first
time to get together with your student. The first meet-n-greet will be Sunday,
September 21st at 10:30 a.m. in ETC Coffeehouse.
 Meet with your student at least 2 hours a month at a time agreed upon by
both. This could be for coffee or a meal. This time is for finding out how your
student is doing, what they are studying, about their family, and so on.
 Give the student your email and phone number and encourage them to contact
you if and when they would like.
 Let your student know if you won’t be able to meet with them for some reason
and set up another time to meet.
·

Continued on page 2

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship ● 9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour ● 11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult Education Classes
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Grow at Wesley
Continued from page 1….
 When possible, attend church
together.
 Fill out a mid-term follow up
survey.
 Complete a final program
survey.
 Contact Pastor Miriam Snider
at msnider@wesleyui.org if
there is an issue concerning
the program or one’s
partnership.
The Commitment is for:
 2 hours a month for 4 months
(September-December).
The Rewards include:
 Meeting new people.
 Getting to know bright and
interesting students.
 Helping students remain
connected with the church.
 Being encouraged by those of
another generation.

How can we
make
visitors feel
more
welcome?

Discipleship Ministry Team
Welcoming Suggestions
At Wesley we say we are a
welcoming community united in
Christ. The Discipleship Ministry
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team wants to help us to be just
that. In the next few weeks new
people will be visiting Wesley, so we
want to provide some suggestions:
1. Visitors often arrive late, so
we encourage regular
attendees to sit toward the
middle of the pews to make
room for late comers.
2. Know that 40% of visitors
make up their mind about a
church before they even see
the pastor. Within two
minutes of the beginning of a
service visitors have formed
an opinion about whether the
congregation is friendly.
3. Escort newcomers to the
nursery, classrooms, coffee
hour, etc. Don’t just point out
the way.
4. Adopt the “rule of 3” which
says members will not talk to
other members in the first
three minutes following the
service—typically how long it
takes guests to exit.
5. Enact the “circle of 10” rule—
that each member will greet
anyone, member or guest,
who is within 10 feet of them.

Welcoming Newcomers!
We are preparing to welcome

over the next month or two
students and newcomers to

Wesley, and giving them these mugs
as welcoming gifts!

If you see someone with a new
Wesley mug during worship that
you don't know, be sure to
introduce yourself, welcome them
to Wesley, and even invite them to
coffee hour after worship where
they can fill it up and enjoy some
continued conversation.
It's everyone's job to welcome and
make our guests feel comfortable!

Summer Intern for Wesley
Foundation Report

6. Say, “I don’t think we’ve met
before” if you are not sure if
the person next to you is a
member or a visitor.
7.

Most people attend an event
because they are asked.
Personal invitations are the
most effective method of
getting someone involved.
Examples—invite someone
who hasn’t been involved in a
book study, UMW group,
Men’s Bible study, choir, and
food re-packaging.

My name is Abby Taylor and I have
had a fantastic experience working
as the Foundation Intern here at
Wesley this summer! Under the
supervision of Rev. Julie Dowler, the
peer ministers and I have been hard
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at work renovating and reorganizing
the student center and foundation
wing, hosting weekly classic movie
nights, and teaching ESL classes for
international students. I have also
helped out with food repackaging
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events for the Wesley Evening Food
Pantry. It has been so much fun
working with the wonderful staff at
Wesley and I have made some truly
great friends. In September, I will
leave to study abroad in San José,

Costa Rica but I will be sure to come
back and visit this winter! Thanks to
everyone who has helped make this
summer special.

Progressive Bible Study

Seekers Book Club

Progressive Bible Study (which is
held once a month during the
school year) will begin again,
Wednesday, September 10, 2014 at
Ann and John Spurgeon’s home—
4011 E. Airport Rd., Urbana.

We are looking for others to join us
to discuss Daniel Rirdan’s The
Blueprint: Averting Global
Collapse. The author sets forth his
plan for salvation, ambitiously
addressing every major threat to
the environment: climate change,
energy use, agriculture,
consumption, etc. We will meet
every other Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at
Clarke Lindsey starting Tuesday, July
29th. For more information contact
Charles Evans at
charles.eleanor@sbcglobal.net

August UMW Coffee Hour
Treats

Take Action

The study meets the second
Wednesday of each month,
September through May. For
directions contact: 217-344-6981 or
ASpurg@aol.com.
Topics vary, but all begin with a
study of scripture.
This is the class’ third year and it
varies in size from 4-12 people.
Each topic is autonomous so
persons can join in any time. Ann is
a retired pastor in the United
Methodist Church. John has a
passion for scriptural exploration.
Persons who attend have a variety
of levels of biblical knowledge.
Please email Ann if you intend to
take part so you can get on the
email list for topics and prep.

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
If you would also like to help with
this important mission, please stop
by and talk to one of the sound
techs on any Sunday morning.

Donations to the coffee hour treats
collection jar for the month of
August will support "Courage
Connection," the new name for the
combined Center for Women in
Transition and A Woman's Place.
Please give generously!

Coffee Hour Coordinator
Needed
If you are able to take on this
important job, contact Donna Giffen
at donna@wesleyui.org. Volunteers
to make coffee and punch are ready
and willing, and we have someone
who will keep supplies stocked.
Coffee hour is a meaningful time of
ministry and fellowship at Wesley
and an important time for extended
welcome to visitors. Please
consider whether this job is for you!
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry at Wesley
Meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays from
9:45-10:30 a.m. in Room 127 A and
B, after the children attend the
Children’s Moment in Church with
their parents from 9:30-9:45.
In September we will be studying
the Creation story and Noah.
Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
nd

th

2 – 5 Sundays:
The youth will be finishing their
study of Noah that kicked off with
the Noah movie! Fellowship,

scripture study and doughnuts are
always included! 
Fall Sunday School Kickoff –
September 5th!
Calling all children 3 years – Senior
High to join us for our Fall Sunday
School Kickoff! Meet us on the
front lawn (Green Street side) for
awesome games and fellowship!
Confirmation Class Coming in
October!
October 5th, Pastor Miriam will kickoff Wesley’s Confirmation Class for
Junior and Senior High youth who
have not yet been confirmed. Stay
tuned for more details!

Children Singing in Church!
The last Sunday of each month the
children will sing in church during
the Children’s Moment time!

Nursery Care
Nursery Care is available from
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
on Sundays.
9:30 a.m. Service:
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service:
Infant – 5 years

United Methodist Women
August 25th End of Summer
Potluck at 6:00 p.m. at the
home of Ingrid Hutchings.
August 28th: UMW Executive Board
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
September 11th: 9:30 a.m. Knitting
Ministry in the Conference Room.
September 11th: 1:30 p.m. Mary &
Martha Circle at Barnes & Noble
Bookstore in Champaign.
September 12th: WesCare at 10:00
a.m. in the Conference Room.

UMW Fall Book Discussion
and Dessert Potluck,
October 27th
Mark your calendars for this fun
night!
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Annette Lansford will lead our
discussion of Sue Monk Kidd's novel
The Invention of Wings. About this
2014 release, a Barnes and Noble
editor writes: "In her latest work,
the author of The Secret Life of
Bees weaves fiction onto the fabric
of history in a story about Sarah, the
older of the two famed abolitionist
Grimké sisters, and her 'birthday

gift' personal slave, the very aptlynamed Handful. The two
adolescents attempt to carve out a
human relationship; Sarah even
illegally teaching her charge to read;
but in antebellum Charleston, such
'incendiary' deviations are treated
seriously and both are punished.
The Invention of Wings traces the
relations of these accidental allies
over thirty years, charting their
challenges, defeats, and triumphs
with unsentimental verve." Check
out a copy from the library and start
reading now!
All Wesley women are invited!
Bring a dessert to share.
Date and Time: Monday, October
27, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Place: Jeanette Forrest’s house
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Wesley Fall Seminar,
October 5th
Poverty Here at Home
This year’s Wesley Fall Seminar on
October 5th (with three subsequent
follow up sessions at Wesley with
representatives from local
charitable organizations) will be
addressing national and local
poverty. Below are some
definitions and facts to ponder as
we at Wesley look at poverty this
fall.
POVERTY - Persons with income
less than that deemed sufficient to
purchase basic needs-food, shelter,
clothing, and other essentials are
designated to be poor. In the US,
being in poverty is officially defined
as having an income below a
federally determined poverty
threshold. In 2012, 15% of the
nation’s population lived in poverty.
Poverty rates are higher in rural
areas compared to urban areas.
“Deep poverty” is commonly
defined as having cash income
below half of one’s poverty
threshold. By this definition, a total
of 6.6% of the US population
experienced deep poverty in 2012,
and 9.7% of all children met this
criterion.
FOOD INSECURITY - Limited or
uncertain access to adequate food.
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state of well-being, not solely
attributed to the presence of illness.
SURVIVING - A form of
adaptation that taxes wellness
without replenishing it.
RESILIENCE - A “bouncing back”
response to a specific stressful
situation.
THRIVING - A form of adaptation
that occurs when a person’s
wellness reserves are adequate, and
he/she can respond to a challenge
or an opportunity in ways that are
more likely to result in positive
outcomes, with the result being that
wellness is replenished or even
increased.
FLOURISHING - An experience
that includes having happiness,
optimism, self-efficacy and a sense
of purpose.
Please keep these terms in mind
while reading these statistics:

STRUGGLING - A diminished

U of I ACES Professor Craig
Gundersen, who will be one of the
speakers at the October 5th seminar,
states that food insecurity is one of
the leading public health issues
facing the US today. Approximately
50 million Americans are food
insecure. Latinos and AfricanAmericans have higher rates of food
insecurity. Single parent families
also have higher rates of food
insecurity.
Are there things that our community
can do more than offering shortterm assistance? Are there ways
that we can help our neighbors and
their children who are living in
poverty develop resilience and to
thrive, even flourish, rather than
struggle to survive?

STATISTICS for CHAMPAIGN COUNTY:
Poverty Rate, 2012
Child Poverty Rate, 2012
Number of People in Poverty, 2012
Percent of Severely Rent-Burdened Households, 2008-2012
Child Food Insecurity Rate, 2011
Food Insecurity Rate, 2011
Percent of Children Eligible for Free or Reduced-Price
School Lunch, 2012-2013 Academic Year
Share of Families Receiving SNAP (Food Stamps) with
One or More Workers in Family, 2008-2012
Indeed, significant poverty is
present right here at home, in
Champaign County, in Illinois and
across the nation.

When considering health and
wellness:

emotional and social challenges,
acute and chronic stressors,
cognitive lags and health and safety
issues.

In addition to these statistics it has
been shown that poverty involves a
complex array of risk factors that
adversely affect people in a
multitude of ways, including

20.5%
22.3%
38,301
32.6%
19.2%
16.5%
49.3%
84.6%

We will be discussing these issues in
the months to come at Wesley. You
can prepare for the upcoming
educational series on poverty by
reading some or all of these
thought-provoking books:
 American Dream: Three
Women, Ten Kids, and a
Nation’s Drive to End Welfare
by Jason DeParle
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 The Truly Disadvantaged: The
Inner City, the Underclass, and
Public Policy by William Julius
Wilson
 All Our Kin: Strategies for
Survival in a Black Community
by Carol B. Stack
 Toxic Charity: How Churches
and Charities Hurt Those They
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Help (And How to Reverse It)
by Robert D. Lupton
 When Helping Hurts: How to
Alleviate Poverty without
Hurting the Poor … and
Yourself by Steve Corbett and
Brian Fikkert
 Forty Chances: Finding Hope
in a Hungry World by Howard

G. Buffett
 Capital in the Twenty-First
Century by Thomas Piketty,
Arthur Goldhammer
(translator)
 Coming Apart: The State of
White America, 1620-2010 by
Charles Murray

Campus Ministry
Welcome Week is here!
It's that time again, when students,
staff & faculty return for a new
academic year, and we're excited to
welcome them back to Wesley! We
have lots of activities planned for
the first week of classes as we
introduce folks to the programs and
ministries of our student center.
Here's what's happening:

Monday, Sept. 1 - Annual Canoe
trip to Turkey Run State Park,
leaving at 8:00 a.m.
Check out our website,
www.wesleyui.org, for more
information or contact Rev. Julie
Dowler at jdowler@wesleyui.org
with questions.

Sunday - Quad Day event, followed
by Volleyball on the front lawn at
7:00 p.m.
Monday - Capture the Flag game on
the South Quad at 4 p.m.
Tuesday - Grad Student meet &
greet at 8:30 p.m. in the student
lounge.
Wednesday - We'll welcome
students with cookies in Lamb
Courtyard from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m., followed by our annual Backto-school barbecue at 6:30 p.m. and
our first Midweek worship service at
8:00 p.m.
Friday - The International
Coffeehouse meets in the Etc.
Coffeehouse from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.,
followed with our Glow Night
Volleyball on the front lawn from
8:00-10:00 p.m.
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New Bible Study for
Students and the Wesley
Community
This fall, Pastors Dan, Miriam and
Julie will be preaching a sermon
series on the book of Genesis. As
part of the sermon series we are
offering a Bible study each week,
also led by our pastors, which will
correspond to the following
Sunday's sermon. This DVD study
and group discussion will begin
Thursday, September 4th, at 6:30
p.m., and will continue each
Thursday for 10 weeks. Students,
staff and faculty, as well as folks

from the larger Wesley community
are invited to join together as we
explore the riches of these ancient
stories. We'll meet in the newlyrenovated Wesley Theater and look
forward to a truly engaging
conversation - be sure to join us!

Wesley members - we need
your help!
Welcoming students, faculty and
staff to another school year is a big
task, and we need your help to
make it happen! If you have an
hour or two to share, either behind
the scenes or up front greeting new
and returning students, please
contact Rev. Julie Dowler
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) to
volunteer. Your presence can make
a BIG difference!
Volunteer opportunities to help
welcome students include:
Wesley Student Center Spruce-Up
Days - Monday, August 18th, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Tuesday,
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August 19th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
we'll put the finishing touches on
some projects, do a little lastminute dusting and cleaning, and
make sure we're ready to welcome
all guests and visitors. Come and
help us get our "house" ready for
company!
Etc. Coffeehouse Open House Thursday, August 21st, from 11:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we'll welcome
freshman students and their
parents to our coffeehouse and
student lounge after they've moved
into their new dorms and spend
time touring the U of I campus.
Help us share a warm welcome and
some cold lemonade as we invite
them to explore Wesley!
Welcoming Wednesday & Back-toSchool Barbecue - Wednesday,
August 27th, we'll welcome students
on the lawn in front of the
sanctuary with cookies from 11:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and a barbecue
on the lawn at 6:30 p.m. We need
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volunteers to bake & hand out
treats, and to help with set-up,
grilling, serving & clean-up for our
evening meal. Your help makes it
possible for us to welcome students
in style!
There's a place for everyone to take
part and help serve as we begin a
new year with new and familiar
faces. We hope you'll decide to join
us as we reach out to the campus
and offer the gift of hospitality so
central to our Wesley community.

Winter Break Mission Trip
to Panama
January 3-10, 2015

on this meaningful trip to help
alleviate some of the extreme
poverty in
Panama.
The last day
will be
spent
sightseeing.
To read
newsletters
or see some
videos of his
missionary work, please to go:
rhettthompson.weebly.com.
If you are interested in joining us on
this mission trip, please contact
Pastor Julie at 344-1120 or at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.

Rev. Rhett Thompson (right), our
missionary partner in Panama, is
looking forward to our first trip in
support of his mission in January
2015. Details are being worked out
to spend a week doing mainly
construction work. We welcome
students, congregants, and alumni

Make sure your passports are
current and you have all the shots
that you need. You won’t want to
miss this fantastic opportunity to
serve those in need!

We can also use children’s books
(new or gently used) for kids (from
infancy through adolescence) to
give out at the Food Pantry. Our
book supply is getting low, which
speaks to how much the parents
and kids are using this opportunity.

Congratulations

Announcements
Wanted!
Bibles and Kid’s Books
We frequently receive requests for
Bibles from the Wesley Food Pantry
clients. If you, friends or family
members have extra Bibles that you
are not using, please bring them to
Wesley and leave them in the
Center Office. They will be put to
good use at the Food Pantry!

Thanks very much!

To Megan and Justin Farkas at the
birth of their daughter, Lydia Jane
on Thursday, July 31st at 10 p.m. in
the Wesley upstairs apartment. She
weighed 8 lbs. 9 ozs. and was 20
inches long. Big brother is 2-year
old Emmett.

The Food Pantry Book Ministry
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Andrea Buchanan
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Marrissa Hellesen/Dexter Smith
Property Manager
Timothy Wright
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, Demonta Pettis
TJ Jackson, William Tadekawa
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Campus Ministry
We have lots of ways for
undergraduate, graduate and
international students to get involved.
Check out the list and join us!
August 17th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
(and every Sunday)
Sunday Worship (Sanctuary & Great
Hall)
4 – 6 p.m.
Rice & bean packaging for Wesley
Evening Food Pantry (West
Lounge)
August 21th, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Freshman Move-In Day & Open
House (Etc. Coffeehouse)
th

August 24 – QUAD DAY
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Volleyball on the Lawn/Movie on the
Quad
(Rain plan – movie in the Wesley
Theater)
August 26th, 8:30 p.m.
(and every Tuesday evening)
Graduate Student Welcome & Study
(Student Lounge)

August 27th, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Welcoming Wednesday (front lawn)
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Welcome Week Barbecue (front
lawn)
8:00 – 9:30 p.m.
First Midweek Worship Service
(West Lounge)
August 29th, 4 – 6 p.m.
(and every Friday afternoon)
International Coffeehouse (Etc.
Coffeehouse)
8:00-10:00 p.m.
Glow Night Volleyball (front
lawn)
September 1st, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wesley Student Canoe Trip, Turkey
Run State Park
September 3rd, 9:00 p.m.
(and every Wednesday evening)
Midweek Worship Service (Etc.
Coffeehouse)
September 4th, 6:30 p.m. (and every
Thursday)
Genesis Bible Study (Wesley
Theater)
September 5th, 3 – 4 p.m.,
Conference Room (and every
Friday)
ESL class for beginner through
advanced students.
7:30 – 9:30 p.m. (and every
Friday)
Hot Spot Live Entertainment (Etc.
Coffeehouse)
9 – 11 p.m.
First Friday Classic Movie Night
(Wesley Theater)

