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Making  Sense  of  the  Bible:  
Rediscovering  the  Power  of  Scripture  
Today
Small  Group  Study  Begins
Tuesday,  October  14th  
All  are  invited  to  take  part  in  this  short  6-week  series  exploring  Adam  Hamilton’s  
newest  book,  Making  Sense  of  the  Bible:    Rediscovering  the  Power  of  Scripture  Today.

The  leaders  recommend  reading  chapters  1-7  (they  are  short  chapters)  of  the  book  
ahead  of  the  ﬁrst  study  session.    Reading  ahead  of  the  1st  session  will  allow  us  to  
jump  right  into  a  meaningful  conversa on  about  the  Bible.
All  are  welcome!
Tuesdays
October  14th  –  November  18th,  10:15  a.m.
Cost:    $12  for  book  purchase  (can  be  purchased  from  Vicki  in  
the  Center  Oﬃce  or  from  Pastor  Miriam).    For  more  
informa on  contact  Pastor  Miriam  at  msnider@wesleyui.org

1203 W. Green St., Urbana, IL 61801-2905
Phone: 217-344-1120 • Fax: 217-344-1830
Email: info@wesleyui.org • Website: www.wesleyui.org

About  the  Book
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The  study  will  be  video  driven,  but  will  include   me  for  group  conversa on  and  
reﬂec on.    Books  are  available  for  purchase  in  the  Center  Oﬃce  or  group  
par cipants  may  purchase  a  copy  or  kindle  version  on  their  own.    Pastor  Miriam  
Snider  and  David  Sa azahn  will  be  co-leading  the  class.

In  Making  Sense  of  the  Bible,  Adam  Hamilton  invites  us  into  an  honest  conversa on  
about  the  Bible.    The  book  begins  with  founda onal  ques ons  such  as:
How  and  when  was  the  Bible  wri en?
Who  decided  which  books  made  it  into  the  scriptures  and  why?
How  literally  must  we  read  it?
Is  the  Bible  ever  wrong?
From  there,  Hamilton  considers  the  real  ques ons  people  frequently  ask  that  
con nue  to  divide  Chris ans  and  denomina ons  alike,  including:
Were  Adam  and  Eve  real  people?
Why  is  God  so  violent  in  the  Old  Testament?
Why  would  Paul  command  women  to  “keep  silent  in  the  church”?
Is  Jesus  the  only  way  to  salva on?
How  does  God  view  homosexual  people?
Is  the  Book  of  Revela on  a  guide  to  the  End  Times?
In  approachable  and  invi ng  language,  Hamilton  addresses  these  o en  
misunderstood  biblical  themes,  leading  readers  to  a  deeper  apprecia on  of  the  
Bible  so  that  we  might  hear  God  speak  through  it  and  ﬁnd  its  words  to  be  lifechanging  and  life-giving.

Sunday  Services:    9:30  a.m.  Tradi onal  Worship    ●    9:30  a.m.  Children’s  Church  School      
10:30  a.m.  Coﬀee/Punch  Hour    ●        11:15  a.m.  Contemporary  Worship
11:00  a.m.  Children  &  Adult  Educa on  Classes
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Grow at Wesley
October is Poverty
Awareness Month at
Wesley

Shifting Our Focus

As a part of POVERTY AWARENESS
at Wesley this month, several local
groups who are working with the
poor and near poor will be coming
to Wesley on the three successive
Sundays after the October 5th Fall
Seminar, to speak about their
programs. Each of these sessions
will be held from 11:00 to 12 noon
in the West Lounge of Wesley.
These events are open to the public.
Come and learn about the efforts
that are being made in our
community to combat poverty. The
schedule is as follows:
October 12th: Habitat for Humanity,
Urban Restoration Ministries
October 19th: Crisis Nursery, Local
Immigration Issues
October 26th: Eastern Illinois Food
Bank, Salt and Light

The people of Wesley have invested
time and effort over the last two
months in reaching out and
introducing our church to new
students and visitors. The special
coffee hours and related activities
are now over. The current
challenge is how to maintain our
focus and continue our efforts now
that the semester is well underway
and the whirlwind of fall activities
has started.
If we view outreach and welcome as
an integral and ongoing part of our
active Christian practice, the focus
should follow. Let it be our
personal discipleship. The good
news is that very little extra effort
or time will be needed. Rather, it
will require awareness (to identify
newcomers or other interested
individuals) and the willingness to
personally welcome them to
Wesley. As you look for your
friends every Sunday, look also for
the stranger and make her/him glad
they came.

Planning Ahead: A Look at
Finances Workshop
October 19th, 12:30 p.m.
Planning ahead also involves a look
at personal finances. The second
workshop in our “Planning Ahead”
series will highlight some economic
issues to consider.
Have you wondered?
 What is involved in estate
planning?
 What kind of insurances do I
need at my age?
Wesley Fall Seminar on October 5
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 How should I think about
investments?
 Should I consider trusts, and if
so, what kind?
 When should I consider an
annuity?
 How can I protect myself if I
am incapacitated?
Wesley’s own Ron Kiddoo, CPA and
Chief Investment Officer at Cozad
Asset Management, will be our
presenter at this workshop.
This free workshop will be held on
Sunday, October 19, 2014, in the
West Lounge. A light sandwich
potluck will begin at 12:30, with the
presentation and discussion from
1:00-2:15. Adults of all ages are
encouraged to attend.
For more information, contact Meg
Rauschenberger, Judith Unger, or
Dan King Crede.

Scriptural Foundations Class
The scriptural foundation class will
begin studying the book, A Call To
Action: Women, Religion, Violence,
and Power, by President Jimmy
Carter in November. The
Champaign Public Library has four
copies. You can order a copy of the
book yourself or ask Dick Flood to
obtain one for you.
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Take Action
students, Wesley
Members, and
members of the
community.
Topics included
the insidious
cycle of poverty,
hopeful
interventions
that are taking
place, the
impacts of
poverty on
th
Ministry Fair on September 12
children, and
complex
interconnections between social
A Moment with Social
structures and poverty. Many
Action Ministry
thanks to Rachel Maehr for
Social Action Ministry would like to
providing insight from the
thank everyone who participated in
perspective of a school
the first annual Wesley Ministry
administrator in a district where
Fair! Twenty-six different Wesley
most, if not all families, are living in
Ministries set up tables in a fair-like
poverty.
atmosphere between services on
The next installment of the “Movies
September 12th. Wesley members,
with Meaning” film series will be
students, and friends browsed
the Sojourners documentary, “The
information, collected treats, signed
Line” at 7:00 p.m. Sunday October
up to participate in groups and
19th in Wesley’s theater. And be
activities, and shared in fellowship.
sure to check the “Wesley Weekly”
All-in-all it was a success!
Thursday email for “Poverty Action
For the remainder of the fall Social
Alerts” from Social Action Ministry.
Action Ministry will be focusing on
Poverty, inspired by the theme of
the Fall Seminar held on October
From the Discipleship Team
5th. Specifically, Social Action
We are going into the holiday
Ministry is cosponsoring a “Movies
season and need to be extra
with Meaning” film series with the
sensitive and welcoming to those
Wesley Student Foundation. The
around us. Many are far from
first installment on Tuesday
family and a smile, nod of
th
September 30 was the PBS
recognition or "Hello" are very
Frontline documentary “Poor Kids,”
meaningful. Taking the extra time
which told a story of poverty
to invite new people to Coffee Hour,
through the eyes of children in the
showing them where Sunday School
Quad Cities. This was followed by
classes meet or nursery is located
an interesting discussion amongst
are really appreciated. Visiting a
the attendees which included
new church is similar to being in a
undergraduate and graduate
big box or grocery store for the first

time. You have no idea where
things are. A clerk or greeter is a
welcome sight.
We are also going into the flu
season. People may seem perfectly
healthy looking, but their immune
system may be depressed from
chemotherapy, transplants, illness,
etc. Handshakes and hugs are not
always welcome. Respecting
someone's personal space is
important. A simple nod or greeting
is appreciated and acknowledges
their presence and importance.
Thanksgiving and Joy,
Ingrid Hutchings

World Community Day,
November 7th
Church Women United of
Champaign-Urbana will celebrate
World Community Day on Friday,
November 7th from 9:30 -11:30 a.m.
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 808 W.
Bradley St., Champaign. The theme
of this celebration is "Through God
Our Hands Can Heal”. We can begin
to trust in God's miraculous touch in
our lives as we practice ways to pray
for healing for ourselves or for
others. Wesley Evening Food
Pantry has been chosen as the
service project for this meeting.
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You invited to a Seminar
Series sponsored by the
First Presbyterian Church of
Urbana and Faith in Place

The Spire
Discourse, Wabash College,
Crawfordsville, Indiana.
For more info: 217-367-8357 or
217-493-5046.

The Role of Ethics, Religion and
Discourse in Environmental
Decision Making
Seminars are being held from 4:005:30 p.m. on Sundays in October
and November in the Fellowship
Hall of First Presbyterian Church,
602 W. Green St. Urbana. Everyone
is invited.
Oct. 19th
Ethics & environmental decision
making; some reflections on the
role of religion.
Dr. Robert McKim, Prof. of Religion
and Philosophy, UI.
nd

th

Nov. 2 & 9
Voice of faith from four traditions:
Sacred writings and religious
teachings on environmental
sustainability.
Nov. 2nd
Christianity, Bahá’i
Michael Crosby, Assoc. Pastor,
First Mennonite Church and Amy
Felty, Member, The Bahá’i
Community.
Nov. 9th
Judiaism, Islam
Alan Cook, Rabbi, Sinai Temple
and Dana Al-Qadi, Outreach
Comm., Central Illinois Mosque
& Islamic Center &
Environmental Engineer,
AECOM.
Nov. 16th
Building consensus in the midst of
differing world views.
Dr. Sara A. Mehltretter Drury, Asst.
Prof. of Rhetoric and Director of
Wabash Democracy and Public
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Emergency Services Program;
Community Organizing and
Outreach Program; Youth Services
including Recreation, Education,
and Cultural Arts; and a wide range
of Comprehensive Family Support
and Family Preservation Services. In
a single year, LBD Neighborhood
House will provide services to more
than 23,500 children, youth, and
families, and the elderly. Please
give generously!

Wesley’s annual Haunted
House is almost here!
October 23rd – 26th, 7-11 p.m.

World Thank Offering
Join us in responding to God’s
abundance and grace with
spontaneous gifts of gratitude. You
can do this through the United
Methodist Women’s World Thank
Offering. We encourage you to use
a special container at home
throughout the month of October
and to drop in an offering as a daily
ritual of sharing–each day
remembering God’s blessings.
These gifts will be collected at our
November meeting and used in the
total program of mission carried on
through the Women’s Division for
mission in the United States and
around the world.

October Coffee Hour Treats
Proceeds from October Coffee Hour
Treats will go to support the Lessie
Bates Davis Neighborhood House in
East St. Louis, Illinois, a United
Methodist community center
celebrating its 105th year of mission
and ministry. Programs today
include the Day Care Program;

The Wesley Foundation’s annual
Haunted House approaches!
Planning is underway now.
Proceeds will benefit the Wesley
Food Pantries and Illini Fighting
Hunger. Make plans to attend (cost
is $8). You must be 13 or older.

Winter Break Mission Trip
to Panama
January 3-10, 2015
We welcome students, congregants,
and alumni on this meaningful trip
to help alleviate some of the
extreme poverty in Panama as we
work with Rev. Rhett Thompson,
our missionary partner
If you are interested in joining us on
this mission trip, please contact
Pastor Julie at 217-344-1120 or at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students:
Meets the 2nd-5th Sundays from
9:45-10:30 a.m. in Room 127 A and
B, after the children attend the
Children’s Moment in Church with
their parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.
Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays

from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
nd

th

Nursery Care

2 – 5 Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included !

Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Children Singing in Church!
The last Sunday of each month the
children will sing in church during
the Children’s Moment time!

11:15 a.m. Service:
Infant - 5 years

9:30 a.m. Service:
Infant - 3 years

1st Sunday:
Infant - 5 years

United Methodist Women
IGRC UMW Annual Meeting
Oct. 18th
The Annual Meeting of the IGRC
United Methodist Women will be
Oct. 18th from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Savoy UMC. Keynote speaker will
be Harriet Jane Olsen, General
Secretary for UMW. Tickets are $15
and can be purchased by contacting
Mary Ann Harvey,
theharveyfamily@mchsi.com.

explore the Biblical background for
the study; examine definitions of
the terms and an overview of the
problem; identify signs and
symptoms of several types of drug
use and abuse as well as ways to
avoid abuse and misuse; and
participate in activities to stimulate
thinking and increase awareness.
Questions? Contact Pat Davis, 217344-2075.

Personal Growth Seminar
and Officer Update for IRD
UMW November 1st
All women and local officers for
2015 are invited on Saturday, Nov.
1st, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to
Countryside UMC. No preregistration is required. Morning
snack and lunch will be provided for
a donation. The topic will be
"Raising Awareness of the Dangers
of Prescription Drugs: A Call to
Action." The abuse of prescription
drugs is the fastest growing drug
problem in the U.S. Participants will

October 27th
MW Fall Book Discussion
and Dessert Potluck
Monday, October 27th at 7:00 p.m.
Annette Lansford’s home

Mark your calendars for this fun
night! Annette Lansford will lead
our discussion of Sue Monk Kidd's
novel The Invention of Wings.
About this 2014 release, a Barnes
and Noble editor writes: "In her
latest work, the author of The
Secret Life of Bees weaves fiction
onto the fabric of history in a story
about Sarah, the older of the two
famed abolitionist Grimké sisters,
and her 'birthday gift' personal
slave, the very aptly-named
Handful. The two adolescents
attempt to carve out a human
relationship; Sarah even illegally
teaching her charge to read; but in
antebellum Charleston, such
'incendiary' deviations are treated
seriously and both are punished.
The Invention of Wings traces the
relations of these accidental allies
over thirty years, charting their
challenges, defeats, and triumphs
with unsentimental verve." Check
out a copy from the library and start
reading now! All Wesley women
are invited. Please bring a dessert
to share.
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UMW General Meeting
November 5th
Speaker Pam Hammond-McDavid is
a member of an Illinois Great Rivers
Conference task force whose
mission is to equip congregations
and pastors in the IGRC to have the
most effective ministry experience
in cross-racial/cross-cultural

The Spire
appointments by implementing
biblically based, kingdom-focused,
culturally competent training
models. Pam has organized with
others opportunities for churches
and individuals to explore how to
cultivate multicultural spaces where
appreciation of differences provides
opportunities for faith sharing and
how to broaden the conversation

and dialog through a variety of view
points. Given the recent events in
Ferguson, Missouri and other places
in the U.S. where cultural
incompetence appears to play a role
in human conflict, this is a timely
topic! All Wesley women are
invited. Childcare is available upon
advance request. 9:00 Fellowship,
9:30 Program.

Thank You!

Wesley Meals on Wheels
Team has Completed Their
Two Weeks of Duty!

Announcements
I want to express my sincere thanks
to my family at Wesley for all the
prayers, well wishes, cards and
phone calls before and after my
recent surgical procedure. Mona
and I are very grateful for all of
these acts of kindness.
Sincerely, Ken Hunter

Sympathy
to Philip Krein and family at the
death of Phil's mother, Evelyn Krein,
on August 28th at the age of 83. She
lived in California and was in North
Carolina for a wedding at the time.
She attended Wesley services on
two Sundays in July.

Sympathy
to Karen Wilson and family at the
death of her mother and long-time
Wesley member, Winnie Wilson on
Monday, September 22nd. Winnie’s
funeral service was held at Wesley
on Sunday, September 28th with
Rev. Dan King Crede officiating.

Sympathy
to Bill and Wilma O’Brien at the
death of Bill’s sister, Patricia
Drynan, who died on Friday,
October 10th at the age of 71. She
lived in Frankfort, Illinois.
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Congratulations Donna and
Leonard!
Wesley member and former pantry
director Donna Camp and Leonard
Hester will be married on November
8th at Trinity Lutheran Church. They
invite members of Wesley to help
them celebrate with cake, punch,
and a little dancing in the Great Hall
at Wesley at 11:30 a.m. on
Saturday, November 8th. RSVPs to
donnapcamp@yahoo.com are
appreciated by October 24th.

Happy Anniversary!
Happy 50th Anniversary Mom and
Dad! Emerson and Martha Lacey
were married here October 30,
1964. Love, your kids and families.

Many thanks to these Wesley
volunteers for delivering meals for
Family Service: Bob and Connie
Atkins, Jane McCulley, Kirsten DeanGrossmann, David and Ruth Anne
Sattazahn, Ray and Barbara Norton,
Helen Woods, Evelyn Denzin, Bev
Ujcich, Jeanette Forrest and Sten
Johensen. Much appreciation for a
task well done!

Wanted!
Bibles and Kid’s Books
We frequently receive requests for
Bibles from the Wesley Food Pantry
clients. If you, friends or family
members have extra Bibles that you
are not using, please bring them to
Wesley and leave them in the
Center Office. They will be put to
good use at the Food Pantry!
We can also use children’s books
(new or gently used) for kids (from
infancy through adolescence) to
give out at the Food Pantry. Our
book supply is getting low, which
speaks to how much the parents
and kids are using this opportunity.
Thanks very much!
The Food Pantry Book Ministry
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beyond your commitment to the
pantry. You should be receiving a
mailing to make your matched
giving easier. Thank you!

Matching Donations to
the Food Pantry!

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed

Some generous Wesley donors have
stepped forward and combined
their resources for an autumn
matching campaign for the Wesley
Food Pantries. We have at least
$4,000 pledged that we would love
to have matched by you!

If you would also like to help with
this important mission, please stop
by and talk to one of the sound
techs on any Sunday morning.

Eligible donations will include all
non-pledged giving, and must be
received by October 31st. If you give
regularly via pledges, please mark
your donation as a "matching" gift
for this extra gift of love above and

Wesley Congregational
Thanksgiving Meal—
Sunday, November 16th
Our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck,
sponsored by Family Ministries will
be held on Sunday, November 16th

in the Great Hall at 12:00 p.m. after
the 10:30 a.m. Combined Service.
This is an opportunity to come
together as a family and share in a
wonderful meal. Each family is to
bring two dishes to share; single
persons are to bring one dish and
your own table service. We will
provide the meat (turkey, of course)
and drink. Students and guests do
not need to bring any food although
if they wish to do so, it is most
welcome.
A donation of $2 per adult and $1
per child is appreciated. Money
collected beyond expenses will be
donated to the Wesley Food
Ministry (Food Pantry and Sharing
Shelves).

Capital Campaign Update
The new heating system for the
Sanctuary and Education wing is
now installed. Testing is not yet
completed, so those areas may be a
bit cooler than you might like for a
few weeks as things are sorted out.
Thank you to all who made all this
warmth possible.  Next month
we’ll report on the finances of the
Capital Campaign as the bills should

be in by then and as the next phase
of the campaign kicks in.
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Wesley  Staff
Senior  Pastor/Director
Rev.  Dan  King  Crede
Campus  Minister  
Rev.  Julie  Dowler
Associate  Minister
Rev.  Miriam  Snider
Dir.  of  Contemporary  Worship  &  Music
Brian  Sullivan
Dir.  of  Chris an  Educa on  &  Youth
Rachel  Maehr
Director  of  Chinese  Ministry
Jie  Wu  
Organist
Adam  Gruber
Dir.  of  Choral  Music
Dr.  Barrington  Coleman
Bell  Choir  Director
Morgan  Boes
Kingdom  Singers  Director
Andrea  Buchanan
Parish  Nurse/Spiritual  Caregiver
Meg  Rauschenberger
Administra ve  Assistant
Donna  Giﬀen
Oﬃce  Secretary
Vicki  Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie  Taylor
Aide  for  Development
Wayne  Wilson
Food  Pantry  Director
Food  Pantry  Volunteer  Coordinator
Bri any  Coleman
Director  of  Communica ons
Derek  A g
IT  Computer  Specialist
Marrissa  Hellesen
Property  Manager
Timothy  Wright
Full- me  Custodian
Jack  Driver  
Part- me  Custodians
Chris  Livesay,  Demonta  Pe s
TJ  Jackson,  William  Tadekawa
Weekend  Custodians
Jus n  &  Megan  Farkas

Haunted  House  Assists  in  
Fight  Against  Hunger!
Join  us  October  23rd  –  26th  for  
Wesley’s  annual  Haunted  House!    
Tours  depart  nightly  between  7-11  
p.m.  for  just  $8  per  person,  and  you  
must  be  at  least  13  to  enter.    All  
proceeds  go  to  support  the  Wesley  
Evening  Food  Pantry  and  Illini  
Figh ng  Hunger.

Campus  Ministry
Wesley  Founda on  
Calendar
We  have  lots  of  ways  for  
undergraduate,  graduate  and  
interna onal  students  to  get  involved.    
Check  out  the  list  and  join  us!
October  16th,  6:30  p.m.
Genesis  Bible  Study,  Wesley  Theater

Movies  with  Meaning

October  17th,  4  –  6  p.m.
Join  students  and  Wesley  community   Pumpkin  Carving!
members  on  October  19th  at  7:00  
(and  every  Friday  a ernoon)
p.m.  in  Wesley’s  theater  as  we  view   Interna onal  Coﬀeehouse  (Etc.  
the  Sojourner’s  documentary,  The  
Coﬀeehouse)
Line,  and  engage  in  conversa on  
about  Americans  who  are  struggling   October  19th,  9:30  &  11:15  a.m.
with  poverty  and  hunger.    Co(and  every  Sunday)
sponsored  by  the  Wesley  Student  
Sunday  Worship
Center  &  the  Social  Ac on  Ministry  
Movies  with  Meaning,  7:00  p.m.
commi ee.
Wesley  Theater

First  Friday  Classic  Movie  
Night
Our  next  classic  movie  will  be  
presented  Friday  November  7th,  at  
9:00  p.m.  in  Wesley’s  theater.    We’ll  
watch  the  classic  musical,  The  Music  
Man,  and  enjoy  snacks  and  
refreshments.    Invite  a  friend  for  a  
fun  evening  out!

October  21st,  7:30  p.m.
Haunted  House  Build  Night
(regularly  Tuesdays  at  8:30  p.m.)
Graduate  Student  Book  Study,  
Student  Lounge
October  22nd,  9:00  p.m.
(and  every  Wednesday)
Midweek  Worship  Service  (Etc.  
Coﬀeehouse)
October  23rd  –  26th,  7:00-11:00  p.m.
Wesley  Haunted  House
Invite  friends  to  join  you  for  a  
spooky  good   me,  and  help  out  the  
Wesley  Evening  Food  Pantry!    Cost  is  
$8  per  person.
November  7th,  9:00-11:00  p.m.
First  Friday  Classic  Movie  Night
The  Music  Man,  Wesley  Theater

