November 15, 2014

Sunday, November 23rd Welcome and
Farewell Celebration
Join in the celebration as we welcome the new staff of the Wesley Food Pantries
and say goodbye to the former director of the Pantries, our own Donna Camp.

Our new Pantries Director is Dr. Katie Thomas. Katie
earned her PhD in Law and has most recently served as the
director of CASA in Danville, Illinois. She comes to Wesley
with a great deal of experience working with staff and
volunteers as well as public speaking and fund raising.
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Our new Assistant to the Director (a new position) is
Shelsea McCarthy. A recent college graduate, she comes
to us from Minnesota. Shelsea brings supervisory
experience and great people skills to the position as well
as food pantry experience.
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November is the 8th anniversary of the founding of the Wesley Evening Food Pantry.
We will celebrate that milestone, bid a fond farewell to Donna, and give an
enthusiastic hello to the very competent and talented new pantry staff on Sunday,
November 23rd during the Coffee Fellowship time between services.

Bob Douglas is our new Operations Manager (another new
position) and will oversee the set-up, running, and take down
of each Pantry. He is a former Post Office Manager and has
been a Pantry volunteer on many Pantry days and nights.

Brittany Coleman is our new Volunteer Coordinator,
although she is not new to the Pantry. She has served
as a Pantry intern at Wesley. Brittany has helped
tremendously during the interim period since Donna
Camp’s new position began at the Eastern Illinois Food
Bank (EIF) in August.

We are fortunate to have such a great team serving together with our wonderful
volunteers. Come meet each of them and wish Donna Camp well in her new
position at EIF.

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship ● 9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour ● 11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult Education Classes
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Grow at Wesley
meaningful to them. Taking the
extra time to invite new people to
Coffee Hour, or showing them
where Sunday School classes meet,
or where the nursery is located,
may be really appreciated. Visiting
a new church is similar to being in a
big box or grocery store for the first
time. You have no idea where
things are. A clerk or greeter is a
welcome sight.

Wesley Congregational
Thanksgiving Meal—
November 16th
Our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck,
sponsored by Family Ministries, will
be held on Sunday, November 16th
in the Great Hall at 12:00 p.m. after
the 10:30 a.m. Combined Service.
This is an opportunity to come
together as a family and share in a
wonderful meal. Each family is to
bring two dishes to share; single
persons are to bring one dish.
Please bring your own table service.
We will provide the meat (turkey, of
course) and drink. Students and
guests do not need to bring any
food although if they wish to do so,
it is most welcome.
A donation of $2 per adult and $1
per child is appreciated. Money
collected beyond expenses will be
donated to the Wesley Food
Ministry (Food Pantry and Sharing
Shelves).

From the Discipleship Team
We are going into the holiday
season and need to be extra
sensitive and welcoming to those
around us. Many are far from
family, so a smile, a nod of
recognition, or a "Hello" can be very
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We are also going into the flu
season. People may look perfectly
healthy, but their immune system
may be depressed from
chemotherapy, transplants, illness,
etc. Handshakes and hugs are not
always welcome. Respecting
someone's personal space is
important. A simple nod or greeting
is appreciated and acknowledges
their presence and importance.
Thanksgiving and Joy,
Ingrid Hutchings and the
Discipleship Ministry Team

Chinese Ministry
Our New Chinese Bible Study
started in October and will continue
every Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in West
Lounge. You are most welcome to
join us! In addition, we have a
number of other activities and
events.
The Culture group meets every
Friday evening 7-9 p.m. in the West
Lounge. One of our guest speakers,
Bob Bender from Wesley UMC,
talked about his career as Vice
President of UIUC. He shared the
history of the campus, the public
service provided at the U of I, and
how the administrative positions
work together in the structure.

Wesley UMC member Barb Hughes
shared with us her story as a speech
therapist for 30 years, including the
challenges and the great joys. She
also shared the history of Special
Education in America.
On November 2nd we have lined up
a trip to Mahomet UMC with 27
people who will attend.
We will have Matt Peters as our
guest speaker on November 7th to
share how to do finance
management in this country. As a
car dealer for 10 years, he will also
share with us the tips to buying a
good car.
On November 15th we have lined up
a trip to Arthur UMC (Amish area)
with 20 people who will attend.
We have also started a Chinese
choir and will sing in the worship
service on Sunday, November 16th.
On November 21st Elizabeth Dennis
will share her experience as a senior
student on how to find a home on
this campus by devoting yourself to
the community.
We are planning to do fundraising
for the Food Pantry in November.
Jie Wu Smith
Chinese Ministry Director
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Take Action
Church Conference Monday, November 24th
6:00 p.m.
This year our District
Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Rose
Booker-Jones has called our annual
Charge Conference as a Church
Conference. This means that all
Wesley members are invited and
encouraged to participate. Rose is
looking forward to hearing from the
laity about the outreach of Wesley
to the campus, community, and
world. We will gather before 6:00
p.m. on Monday, November 24th.
See you then.

of, that despite
our best
efforts to get
educated,
work hard, and
to do the best
for our
families, there
are factors
beyond
personal control that may thrust us
into a state of poverty. Stay tuned
to announcements and the Wesley
Weekly Thursday email for future
installments in the series.
Also, be sure to check the Wesley
Weekly for Poverty Action Alerts
through the remainder of the fall.

A Moment with Social
Action Ministry
Social Action Ministry has chosen
the 2014 Advent offering recipients.
They are the January 2015 Panama
Mission Trip and the “Reading is
Fundamental” program www.rif.org
in memory of Winnie Wilson. A
brief introduction to these worthy
causes will be made during both
worship services on the first Sunday
of Advent, November 30th.
Social Action Ministry is continuing
to Co-Sponsor the “Movies with
Meaning” film series focused on
Poverty with the Wesley Student
Center. The second installment on
October 19th featured the
Sojourners documentary “The Line,”
which shared the stories of 4 very
different individuals from across the
country who have experienced
poverty brought about by a variety
of reasons: poor job market,
serious injury, natural disaster, and
family trials. It gave a face to
poverty that we often don’t think

Bell Choir Concert, 9 a.m.
December 7th
There’s nothing bell players like
more than playing Christmas music,
and Wesley’s bell players hope
there’s nothing you’d like more
than a chance to hear them do it!
Wesley’s Hand Bell Choir will play a
short (20-30 minute) concert before
the 9:30 a.m. service on December
7th. So come to church a bit early (9
a.m.), hear some beautiful music,
and support Wesley’s bell players as
they celebrate the season.

Nov. 30-Dec. 14: 3rd Annual
WESLEY COMMUNITY
ABUNDANCE SWAP
Presented by the Wesley Social
Action Ministry
What is THE ABUNDANCE SWAP?
It is a community gathering to
celebrate our abundance and offer
an alternative to the Holiday
shopping season.
Consider that:
First thing on the morning after
Thanksgiving, millions of
Americans line up in the dark
outside big-box chain stores to
be the first to swarm over
billions of dollars of stuff brand new stuff, created with
new resources from the Earth.
One nation accounts for 5% of
the population and 40-50% of
the resource consumption of
the planet. Guess which.
Some of the good stuff we
already have isn't being well
used or fully enjoyed.
Giving gifts for the holidays is
fun. Most of us want to
continue giving gifts.
SO WE'RE DOING IT DIFFERENTLY-LIKE THIS:
Step 1. Find 3 quality items in your
home, shop or office that someone
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would enjoy as a gift... fun, useful,
interesting or beautiful items in
really good shape that you feel you
can spare. ("Quality" doesn't mean
"expensive." It means well-made,
worthwhile, likely to be valued. The
original price doesn't matter).
Step 2. Bring them to church on
Sunday morning, November 30th (or
anytime thereafter through
December 14th). Don't just drop
your stuff off. We're doing more
than that. Bring the present of your
presence. Stick around between
and after services to visit, tell a

The Spire
story or two about what you
brought to the person who wants it,
and find some things that you'd like
to take away to give as gifts to
others (a gift to yourself is ok, too).
There won't be any bargaining; you
just bring what you're ready to give
away and take away whatever you'd
like.
Step 3. Then use the gifts you take
home to reduce your new gift
purchases.
Three simple steps, that's it. This
will be our own Holiday shopping

event, a round of giving and
receiving that includes no money
and no new demands on resources.
For some of us it may also be a
stretching exercise - a chance to let
go of stuff, or let go of worries that
we might not get back "our fair
share", or more fully let go of
commercially-planted ideas that it's
not a real gift if it's not shiny and
new from the store.
Leftovers will be donated to
appropriate agencies such as empty
tomb or Goodwill.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry at
Wesley

Hanging of the Greens
Coming Soon!

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students meets the 2nd-5th
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.

Sunday, December 7th from 4-7
p.m. is our annual Hanging of the
Greens!

In November we will be studying,
the Old Testament stories of Joseph

Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: The youth will
study the scripture, while also going
to Starbucks to grab a favorite
drink!
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From 4:00-5:30 p.m. we will all
gather in Watseka Lounge to make
Christmas ornaments to decorate
Wesley’s Christmas tree.
From 5:30-6:30 p.m. we will have a
complimentary light sandwich
dinner in the Great Hall.
From 6:30-7:00 p.m. we will gather
in the Sanctuary to watch the
children in their Christmas Pageant.
If you would
like to lead an
ornament
activity or help
with dinner,
please see
Rachel Maehr.

Nursery Care
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service:
Infant - 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service:
Infant - 5 years
1st Sunday:
Infant - 5 years
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United Methodist Women
Wesley Quilters will meet on
Thursday, November 20th at
1:15 p.m. at the home of Kay
Romans. We will continue with
Why Quilts Matter, Episode 3: The
Quilt Marketplace. We will also
discuss the December meeting.
Please call Ruth Sattazahn, 3515107 with any questions.

Happy November Birthday to:
Hermia Soo, Margaret Dyson,
Constance Isley, Ashlynn Stillwell,
Katherine Gorski, Ann Buchanan,
Erica Malloch, Elizabeth Martin,
Wilma O’Brien, Donna Camp, Dee
Breeding, and Ann Nardulli.

UMW Executive Board will meet on
Wednesday, November 26th at 9:30
a.m. in the Conference Room.
UMW November & December
Birthday Celebration, December 3rd
Join us on Wednesday, December
3rd at 9:00 a.m. at the Original
Pancake House to celebrate our
November and December Birthdays.
Please RSVP to Jeannette Forrest at
344-6331.

Happy December Birthday to:
Jan Robinson, Elizabeth Sullivan,
Barbara Scott, Kim Young, Sharon
Friedl, Janny Travers, Junette James,
Brian Sullivan, Jeanne Flood, Susan
Haney, Evelyn Denzin, Kim Wise,
and Virginia Uhlig.

UMW Christmas Program,
December 10th
Join us for a Special Program of
Christmas Music on Wednesday,
December 10th in the Watseka
Lounge. 9:00 a.m. – Fellowship and
9:30 a.m. – Program. United
Methodist Women who will be
sharing Christmas Music with us will
be Rachel Wolfe, Lois Gullerud, Dee
Breeding, and Elaine Bearden. We
will be taking a collection for
Cunningham Children’s Home.
Knitting Ministry will meet on
Thursday, December 11th at 9:30
a.m. in the Conference Room.
WesCare will meet on Friday,
December 12th at 10 a.m. in the
Conference Room.

Announcements
come for food, each of you have
contributed to my faith journey and
my call to feed our neighbors.
In the last eight years I have learned
to trust God in a way I had not
before. From the first time I
ordered food for 900 people and it
fed 1400, to the grace with which
people coming for food have served
their neighbors as I would like to be
treated.

Thank you to my Wesley
family!
I recently returned home after
many weeks of physical therapy and
healing at Champaign County
Nursing Home. I want you to know
how much I appreciated your many
visits, prayers, beautiful inspiring
cards, notes, flowers and delicious
food treats. I was truly touched by
your thoughtfulness and the healing
through many "acts of kindness."
As with your ministry to Clyde and
now your ministry to me, I am
reminded of what a special and
blessed church we have with an
outstanding ministry team, staff,
and congregation. Thank-you thank-you --Jeanette Forrest

Dear Wesley family,
I am grateful beyond words that you
have allowed me to be the director
of the Wesley Evening Food Pantry
for almost eight years. From the
Wesley volunteers to the tens of
thousands of people who have

Thank you to every one of you who
has been on this journey with me. I
pray that God will be with you in all
that you do and that you will share
your abounding love with the
hungry and hurting in this
community and in the world.
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Please welcome the new director,
Katie Thomas, with the same
support and encouragement you
have given me. She brings different
gifts which I believe will make the
pantries even stronger than they
are now.
While I will now be working with
more than 200 pantries in the 14county region, Wesley Evening Food
Pantry and Wesley Pantry at
Parkland College will always have a
special place in my heart. Hunger is
the largest solvable health problem
in the world, and in our community.
I pray I will continue to serve God by
serving those who need food in my
new role as Director of Partner
Services at Eastern Illinois Foodbank
and by teaching the next generation
as adjunct faculty at the UI School
of Social Work. I look forward to my
return to Wesley for worship, study,
and nourishment as a parishioner
rather than staff person.
Peace,
Donna Camp

The Spire
The pantries really needed your
help, and you came through with
flying colors.
All funds raised for the Wesley
Evening Pantry will be used for its
expenses, and all funds raised for
the Wesley Parkland Pantry will be
used for its expenses.

Money Counters Needed
If you would like to volunteer to
count the offering on Monday
mornings about 9:15 a.m., please
let Meridee Dornhoff know at
mdornhof@comcast.net.
Thank you!

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
If you would also like to help with
this important mission, please stop
by and talk to one of the sound
techs on any Sunday morning.

Wesley Food Pantries
Matching Challenge Met!
The Matching Challenge for the
Wesley Food Pantries was a great
success! Both the Evening Food
Pantry and Parkland Pantry donors
participated. We had an increased
giving of $9,902 which does not
include the $4,000 that was pledged
by the matching donors for this
campaign. The grand total with the
$4,000 is $13,902! Thank you so
much everyone for your generosity!
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Why fill out a Pledge Card?
By now you should have received a
couple of mailings from Rev. Dan
King Crede that asked you to
consider making a financial pledge
next year to the Church, Building
Fund, and/or Pantries, whichever
calls to your heart the most.
We ask for your pledges to help us
budget wisely for the next year. We
ask for your pledges to ensure that
we can make the best choices
possible for our ministries next year.

And we ask for your pledges to help
us continue fostering this wonderful
sense of family and community that
is Wesley.
You have only to look at the pages
of any Spire to see the incredible
gift that Wesley is in the lives of so
many, including you! These are just
a few of the amazing opportunities
for you at Wesley:
Sensational music
Thoughtful and thoughtprovoking study groups,
seminars, and literary teas
Missions that are local, national,
and international
Knitting and quilting ministries
Wescare for those who need it
Food pantries that help those
who are food insecure
Congregation that is focused on
social justice issues of all kinds
Students from around the world
that expand your horizons
Pastoral staff who are loving,
kind, and generous people
United Methodist Women!
This special place called Wesley,
where students and congregants
meet and exchange ideas and
experiences from all around the
world, needs your pledge! What
other place will you find that does
so much in your life and that
touches the lives of so many others?
You can fill out your pledge card
and send it in today, or drop it into
a collection plate on Sunday. For
those who have not returned a card
within the next few weeks, never
fear! We will send another card for
your convenience at the end of
November.
Thank you!
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Capital Campaign Update
GHR Engineers & Associates, Inc. of
Champaign, IL and Davis-Houk, Inc.
of Urbana, IL have completed work
upgrading the existing heating
system serving the Wesley
Foundation building complex.

In addition, the existing steam
boiler has been reconfigured and
outfitted with a smaller burner sized
to serve the original building that is
served by steam heating
equipment. The hot water system
will operate more efficiently than
the older steam system and will add
redundancy to the hot water
heating system. The project cost for
the heating system upgrade was
approximately $175,000 of the
$251,717 that was budgeted for the
entire project.

The existing building complex was
served by one steam boiler
providing heat to the original
building and to the hot water
heating system serving the
classroom wing and church
sanctuary. Steam was used to heat
the hot water system through the
use of shell and tube (steam to hot
water) heat exchangers. The
existing steam to hot water heat
exchangers had exceeded their
service life and were leaking. They
have been replaced with high
efficiency hot water boilers.

Altogether, with the asbestos
abatement, demolition of the old
boiler, painting of the boiler room,
new lighting, and installation of the
new system, the bills total $208,009
with some bills still outstanding. So
far it appears that the project will
come in under its budget.
Before (top) and After (bottom)

It's Craft Party Time!
Wesley will host a Christmas themed craft party on Friday, November
21st from 4-8 pm. Come for a fun evening filled with Christmas crafting,
wonderful conversation and delightful snacks. Cost is $10 and all supplies
for 3-4 projects will be provided. Drop in when you can or stay the entire
time. All are welcome! Feel free to bring a project you've been working on
at home too. We encourage you to bring a friend and a snack to share.
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Andrea Buchanan
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Dr. Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Assistant to the Director
Shelsea McCarthy
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Bob Douglas
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Marrissa Hellesen
Property Manager
Timothy Wright
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson,
William Tadekawa
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Winter Break Mission Trip to
Panama
January 3-10, 2015
We welcome students, congregants,
and alumni on this meaningful trip to
help alleviate some of the extreme
poverty in Panama as we work with
Rev. Rhett Thompson, our missionary
partner .
If you are interested in joining us on
this mission trip, please contact
Pastor Julie at 217-344-1120 or at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.

Campus Ministry
We have lots of ways for
undergraduate, graduate and
international students to get involved.
Check out the list and join us!

Wesley Foundation
Student Events
(every week during UI Fall and
Spring Semesters)
Grad Study:
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge

Midweek Worship:
Wednesdays, 9 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse

ESL Class
for beginner through
advanced students:
Fridays, 3-4 p.m.
Conference Room

International Coffeehouse:
Fridays, 4-6 p.m.

Hot Spot Coffeehouse:
Fridays, 8 p.m.-12 a.m.

