
 

 

Handbell Choir Concert, 9:15 a.m. Sunday, December 4th 

Wesley’s Handbell Choir will play a short concert at 9:15 a.m. before the 
9:30 a.m. service on December 4th.  So come to church a bit early, hear 
some beautiful music, and support Wesley’s bell players as they celebrate 
the season.  There’s nothing bell players like more than playing Christmas 
music, so we hope there’s nothing you’d like more than to hear them! 
 

 
 

Hanging of the Greens, Sunday December 4th! 

4:00-5:30 p.m.  Making Christmas ornaments to decorate the 
tree in Watseka…. 

5:30-6:30 p.m.  Sharing a complimentary light sandwich 
dinner in the Great Hall…. 

6:30-7:00 p.m.  Watching the children in their Christmas 
Pageant in the Sanctuary! 

If you would like to lead an ornament activity or help with 
dinner, please see Rachel Denzin. 
 

Chancel Choir Special Music – Sunday the 11th 

Chinese Choir Special Music – Sunday the 18th 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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Longest Night Service 
5:30 p.m. December 20th 

Not everyone experiences the joy 
and cheer of the Christmas holidays.  
People coping with illness or the 
loss of a job, grieving the death of a 
loved one, experiencing depression, 
or going through separation/divorce 
often struggle to connect with the 
celebrations of the season and find 
themselves feeling lonely or 
isolated.  Wesley’s Longest Night 
Service on December 20th, at 5:30 

p.m. in the Sanctuary, is 
our way of sharing 
sacred space with those 
living through difficult 
times.  This simple and 
reflective worship 
service offers the 
opportunity for us to 
accept where we are, to 
acknowledge our 
feelings, and to find 
words of healing and 
hope, even as we stand 
in our shadows.  You are 
invited to attend for 
yourself or on behalf of 
someone you’d like to 
remember this season. 

 
 

Take Action 

ABUNDANT HEALTH:  A 
10,000 Church Challenge! 

Physical activity is one part of the 
challenge.  Here are some low cost 
suggestions for Christmas gifts that 
will encourage physical activity: 

For children – balls, frisbees, 
sleds, snow saucers, E-Z 
steppers, bean bags, Fit Deck 
Junior, hula hoop 

For families – active games such 
as Twister, Fitivities, action 
number fitness dice 

For adults – pedometers, 
exercise bands, hula hoop, yoga 

mat, exercise DVD, jump rope, 
stability ball, dumbbells, frisbees 

Book – Walk & Talk:  Walking 
Together with Scripture which is 
a year-long devotional designed 
to use while walking with a 
friend or alone.  Its objective is to 
help communities incorporate 
healthy habits through physical 
movement and spiritual 
enrichment.  It is available at 
www.ChurchHealthCenter.org.  
Go to "Resources" under "Faith 
& Health. 

To get us active in January 
we will be holding a Wesley 
Walk. 

It will be at Lincoln Square on 
January 22, 2017 from 3:00-4:00 
p.m.  More details will come later. 

Advent Gifting for 
Cunningham 

The Social Action Ministry has 
chosen to sponsor gift-giving for the 
children at Cunningham Children’s 
Home this year as its Advent 
project, retiring the Abundance 
Swap.  SAM thought this would be a 
personal and generous way for the 
people of Wesley to contribute to 
our local community. 
 
Beginning Nov. 13th, there will be a 
Christmas tree in the west alcove 
off Watseka Lounge on Sundays, 
decorated with “ornaments” that 
list each child’s name and a couple 
of gifts they have requested.  You 
can choose one gift from the list.  
The amount of the gift will be 
approximately $30 with further 
instructions given there.  Gifts must 
be received in the Center Office by 
Sunday, Dec. 4th. 
 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25 
& New Year’s Day, Jan. 1 

 

Combined Worship Services 
10:30 a.m. 

Childcare Available 
 

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24 
7 p.m. 

 

Please mark your calendars now! 

http://www.churchhealthcenter.org./
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If you are unable to buy a gift by 
that date, there will be a list of gift 
cards and general gifts that are 
requested by Cunningham 
Children’s Home next to the 
Christmas tree.  These can be 
accepted until Sunday, Dec. 18th. 
 
Thanks in advance for your 
generosity and compassion!  For 
more about Cunningham: 
www.cunninghamhome.org. 

Faith in Place Summit 
Meeting 

Illinois Faith in Place, of which 
Wesley United Methodist Church is 
one of more than 1,000 houses of 
worship, held its first Green Team 
Summit in Chicago on September 
25, 2016.  Members came from all 
over the state to this event.  It was a 
summit that sought to inspire and 
educate members of many houses 
of worship to learn more about 
what Green Teams might do to 
bring about environmental changes 
and environmental understanding. 
 
The summit’s keynote speaker was 
Mark Charles, author, activist and 
Native American.  As the son of a 
Navajo man and an American 
woman of Dutch heritage, he 
provided a unique perspective on 
the complexities regarding race, 
culture, and faith in relation with 
land ownership and natural 
resources.  He invited us to 
understand our sacred relation to 

the Earth, and the importance of 
protecting our planet.  Mark Charles 
finished his remarks by saying that 
"it will be difficult to really care 
about the environment until we 
really care about the people of all 
races."  The audience felt 
challenged, inspired and motivated. 
 
The Wesley Methodist Green Team 
was one of five Green Teams from 
the state of Illinois to be recognized 
at the close of the summit.  The 
award certificate states "This 
recognition is proudly given to the 
Urbana Wesley United Methodist 
Church in recognition of your Earth 
care efforts in saving energy and 
providing eco-alternatives to 
promote water stewardship."  This 
award acknowledges all our work 
done in recommending efficiencies 
for Wesley Church and Foundation 
regarding our energy use and our 
work done fighting to protect the 
Mahomet Aquifer from possible 
contamination by PCB's and coal 
ash in the Clinton Landfill. 
 
The Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Urbana, the Unitarian Universalist 
Church (Elgin), Covenant United 
Church of Christ (South Holland) 
and the Most Blessed Trinity Parish 
(Waukegan) were also recognized 
with award certificates.  Ashlynn 
Stillwell, a member of Wesley, and 
also a member of the Board of 
Directors of Faith in Place, handed 
out the award certificates. 
 
The present members of the Wesley 
Green Team; past Green Team 
student members and church 
members no longer on the Wesley 
Green Team; Pastors Dan, Miriam, 
and Julie; and committed 
environmentalist Wesley members 
have all made this recognition 
possible. 

Climate Change and Other 
Risks to our Local Water 
Resources 

The Wesley Green Team will be 
emphasizing the issue of water 
resources during the remainder of 
2016 and until May of 2017.  To 
further this, the Green Team had  
Carol Hays, Executive Director of 
Prairie Rivers Network, explore the 
topic Climate Change and Other 
Risks to our Local Water Resources 
on November 15th in Wesley's 
Watseka Lounge. 
 
We learned about the health of 
local rivers and lakes (including the 
Great Lakes), what is being done to 
safeguard them, and what remains 
to be done to ensure the health of 
these vital water resources.  There 
was a Q and A after the 
presentation and light refreshments 
were served.  Faith in Place, a faith-
based statewide organization of 
over 1.000 diverse congregations, 
co-sponsored our event.  We hope 
those who attended came away 
better informed and motivated to 
be more involved in this vital issue. 

http://www.cunninghamhome.org/


November & December, 2016 The Spire 

4  |  P a g e  

Wesley Office & Building Hours 

FFaallll  BBrreeaakk  

November 19 – November 27 

 Saturday, Nov. 19 Closed 

 Sunday, Nov. 20  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Monday – Wednesday, Nov. 21 – 23 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Thursday – Saturday, Nov. 24 – 26 Closed 

 MMoonnddaayy,,  NNoovv..  2288  NNoorrmmaall  hhoouurrss  

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Come Celebrate, Give 
Thanks and Give Back! 

Sunday, November 20th, 3:00 p.m. 
Krannert Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Join clergy, dignitaries, nonprofit 
organizations, and friends and 
neighbors from local houses of 
worship as we share music, 
thoughts, and prayers of 
Thanksgiving, Blessing, and Peace.  
Together, let us give thanks. 
 
Please bring a non-perishable food 
item for donation to the Eastern 
Illinois Foodbank. 
 
Sponsored by the Interfaith Alliance 
of Champaign County 
www.facebook.com/events/539183
746281288/ 
 

Wesley Office & Building Hours 

WWiinntteerr  BBrreeaakk  

December 17 – January 16 

CClloosseedd  oonn  wweeeekkeennddss  eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  wwoorrsshhiipp  sseerrvviicceess..  

 

 Saturday, Dec. 17 Closed 

 Sunday, Dec. 18 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Tuesday, Dec. 20 5:30 p.m. 

LLoonnggeesstt  NNiigghhtt  SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  SSaannccttuuaarryy  

 Monday – Friday, Dec. 19 – 23 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Saturday,  Dec. 24, Christmas Eve 7 p.m. Family Service 

 Sunday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day 10:30 a.m. Service 

 Monday,  Dec. 26 Closed 

 Tuesday – Friday, Dec. 27 – 30 8 a.m. – Noon  

 Saturday, Dec. 31 Closed 

 Sunday, Jan. 1, New Year’s Day 10:30 a.m. Service 

 Monday, Jan. 2 Closed 

 Monday – Friday, Jan. 3 – 15 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Monday, Jan. 16, MLK Jr. Day Closed 

 TTuueessddaayy,,  JJaann..  1177  NNoorrmmaall  hhoouurrss  

http://www.facebook.com/events/539183746281288/
http://www.facebook.com/events/539183746281288/
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Phase One of Interfaith 
Habitat Build is Now 
Complete 

Volunteers from Wesley joined 
others from over 22 Champaign 
County faith groups in a blitz build 
of the initial phase of two Habitat 
homes.  Both homes are now 
weathertight and ready for winter.  
All of the interior and exterior walls 
are up and the roof is ready for 
shingles.  The doors and windows 
are in place and now licensed 
contractors will come in and install 
the plumbing, electrical, and HVAC.  
Work by volunteers will resume 
next spring and the homes will be 
ready for their new owners 
sometime in May. 
 
Working on the homes was a great 
experience.  The fellowship 
between volunteers was wonderful 
and new friendships were built 
along with the homes.  The 
construction supervisors and other 
Habitat personnel were friendly, 
patient and appreciative, and all of 
the volunteers were able to 
contribute to the project regardless 
of their level of expertise. 
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Grow at Wesley 

Wesley’s Advent Offering 
for 2016 

In keeping with our mission of 
supporting both local and 
international foundations, the Social 
Action Ministry team has selected 
the Champaign County Habitat for 
Humanity’s Interfaith House Build, 
as well as the Midwest Distribution 
Center as the recipients of this 
year’s Advent Offering. 
 
The Social Action Ministry team asks 
you to prayerfully consider making a 
special offering this Advent Season 
(Nov 27th—Dec 25th) in support of 
these worthwhile organizations. 
 
The CU Habitat for Humanity has 
undertaken the building of two 
homes for families in need right 
here in Urbana.  There are 23 
Champaign County faith groups 
involved already in building homes 
for the O’bannan and Blackwell-
Parker families, with the first part of 
the build already being completed 
this October.  However, there is 
much more work to be done this 
coming spring, and we ask for your 
generosity to help provide a new 
home for these two families.  For 
more information please see the CU 
Habitat website: 
http://cuhabitat.org/2016/08/habit
at-interfaith-build/ 
 
The second recipient, the Midwest 
Distribution Center (MDC), is a not-
for-profit organization with the 

mission, “To compassionately help 
God's people in need locally, 
nationally, and around the world, 
and to offer a center to fulfill the call 
for service to our neighbors in 
Christ's name.”  The MDC is located 
just south of Springfield and focuses 
on providing relief for those 
affected by natural disasters and 
human conflict.  Some recent 
projects include sending sewing 
machines and medical supplies to 
the Dominican Republic, as well as 
creating and sending personal 
dignity kits to those affected by 
Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.  For 
more information, please see their 
website: 
http://midwestmissiondc.org/welco
me  
 
Checks may be made out to Wesley 
UMC and designated for the Advent 
Offering.  Donations may be placed 
in the offering plate on Sunday or 
brought into the Center Office. 

Are you looking for a way 
to enter into the season of 
Advent in a fresh and 
meaningful way? 

All Wesley members will be offered 
a FREE Advent Devotional booklet 
that can be picked up on Sunday 
mornings before or after worship on 
Sundays, November 20th and 27th.  
We’ll have three or four different 
options to choose from. 
 

If you’d like to dive a little deeper, 
however, here are a few titles 
recommended by Wesley’s clergy.  
These titles may be purchased at 
most online book sellers and some 
are just for e-readers. 

Kindle Only Options: 

Through the Advent Door:  Entering 
a Contemplative Christmas, by Jan 
L. Richardson 
 

Welcome the Light:  Daily 
Devotions for Advent, by Joyce 
Rupp, O.S.M. (only .99 cents) 
 

Follow the Story, by Marva J. Dawn 
 

Book Options: 

Night Visions:  Searching the 
Shadows of Advent and Christmas, 
by Jan L. Richardson 
 

Silence and Other Surprising 
Invitations of Advent, by Enuma 
Okoro 
 

The Journey:  Walking the Road to 
Bethlehem, by Adam Hamilton 
 

Not a Silent Night:  Mary Looks 
Back to Bethlehem, by Adam 
Hamilton 
 

Preparing for Christmas:  Daily 
Meditations for Advent, by Richard 
Rohr 
 

Sent:  Delivering the Gift of Hope at 
Christmas, by Jorge Acevedo 
 

Why This Jubilee?  Advent 
Reflections on Songs of the Season, 
by James C. Howell 
 

Watch for the Light:  Readings for 
Advent and Christmas with 
devotions by Henri J. M. Nouwen, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, C. S. Lewis 
 

From Heaven Above:  Advent 
Devotions (based on Martin 
Luther's beloved hymn), by Michael 
Joy

http://cuhabitat.org/2016/08/habitat-interfaith-build/
http://cuhabitat.org/2016/08/habitat-interfaith-build/
http://midwestmissiondc.org/welcome
http://midwestmissiondc.org/welcome
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United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Women 
December Program 

We will gather on Wednesday, 
December 7th, at 9:30 a.m. in 
Watseka Lounge. 

Dee Breeding and Meg 
Rauschenberger will lead us in a 
musical program.  Ginger McKee, 
Associate Director of Advancement 
at Cunningham Children's Home, 
will speak on developments at 
Cunningham.  An offering for 

Cunningham will be taken at this 
meeting. 

All are welcome to attend and if 
childcare is needed, please contact 
Virginia Dickey at 
vdickey88@gmail.com 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 
 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th  
 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Hanging of the Greens on 
Sunday, December 4th 

 4:00-5:30 p.m. - Making 
Christmas ornaments to 
decorate the tree in Watseka… 

 5:30-6:30 p.m. - Sharing a 
complimentary light sandwich 
dinner in the Great Hall… 

 6:30-7:00 p.m. - Watching the 
children in their Christmas 
Pageant in the Sanctuary! 

Wesley Evening Babysitting 

Wesley is hosting a free babysitting 
event for Wesley families on 
December 10th from 4-7 p.m. in the 
Wesley childcare area.  Please RSVP 
to Rachel Denzin at 
rdenzin@wesleyui.org or call or text 
her at:  217-621-6984. 

The Children and Youth 
Advent Offering – Blankets 
for Jesus 

During Advent, the children and 
youth will be collecting blanket 
donations.  They will also be 
collecting monetary donations to 
buy fabric, and then the children 
will make simple tie blankets.  We 
do request that the blankets be a 
standard crib blanket size.  More 
information will follow. 

10,000 Healthy Churches 

The children and youth will be 
participating in Wesley’s 
commitment to participate in the 
10,000 Healthy Churches project. 
 
In December, the children will 
participate in a Walk-A-Thon to 
raise money to buy fabric for their 
Advent offering project of Blankets 
for Jesus.  Also, during the 
December babysitting evening, 
December 10th, children in 

mailto:vdickey88@gmail.com
mailto:rdenzin@wesleyui.org
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attendance will help to make and 
cook a simple healthy meal!  

Youth Ministry 

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 
2nd – 5th Sundays:  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 

For November and 
December…. 

The youth are invited to join the 
Children’s Sunday School class to 
help them prepare for the Hanging 
of the Greens Pageant and with 
their service project of making 
blankets for Jesus.

Announcements 

Sympathy 

To Jean and Richard Flood & family 
at the death of Jean’s mother, Jocie 
Kircher, who died on Sunday, 
October 16th at the age of 97.  She 
lived in Green Castle, Indiana. 

Sympathy 

To Bruce and Ann Fouke & family at 
the death of Bruce’s father, James 
William Fouke on Wednesday, 
November 2nd at the age of 90.  He 
lived in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Congratulations! 

To Lois and Ernie Gullerud who will 
be celebrating their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary with a cake at Coffee 
Hour on Sunday, November 20th.  
Their actual anniversary date is 
November 24th. 

Thank you to all our Wesley 
family…. 

For making Pastor Appreciation 
Month such an affirming experience.  
Your letters, treats, cards, gifts, and 
words have encouraged and 
humbled us.  They remind us of why 
we’re so glad to be part of Wesley, 
each of you.  Thank you for 
reminding us of the joy of living 
together in God’s family. 
 
Pastors Dan, Julie, and Miriam 

Thank you! 

To all of the folks who 
volunteered at Wesley’s Fall 
Clean-up Day on Saturday, 
November 12th.  This included 
Wesley members, Jesus Love, 
Illini Fighting Hunger, and APO 
students. 

Wesley Pipe Organ 

Not apparent to most of us (due in 
large part to the skill of Michael 
Schmidt, our organist) our Skinner 
pipe organ has been under repair.  
The expense of these repairs has 
been borne by past contributions to 
the Organ Fund.  We have a 
magnificent instrument that we 
have kept in a fine state of repair.  
Many of you have supported this in 
the past and I thank you for that 
support.  I do request you consider 
donating to the fund in the future. 
 
Please consider making a gift in 
honor or memory of a person who 
loves or has loved the sound of this 
instrument so it can continue to be 
a wonderful musical asset.  Or 
please honor one of our organists! 
 
Ed Friedl 
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Thank you! 

Many thanks to our Wesley friends, 
members, guests, and students who 
gathered for a beautiful and 
bountiful Thanksgiving dinner.  
About 180 people attended – our 
biggest attendance ever!  This 
dinner was such a blessing to gather 
and give thanks for our church 

family and our ministry team of 
Pastors Dan, Miriam, and Julie.  Also 
thank you to our Wesley staff for 
preparing everything beforehand. 
 
Turkeys were baked and donated by 
Roberta Lindstrand, Barbara 
Norton, Sue Kiddoo, Jean Flood, 
Sheila Krein, Diana Herriott, and 
Annette Lansford.  We had 
wonderful dressings, salads, side 
dishes, and yummy desserts.  There 
were not many leftovers. 
 
A special thank you to our church 
organist, Michael Schmidt, for 
providing gathering music and piano 

accompaniment for our 
Thanksgiving hymn.  We are 
thankful for all of our incredible 
Wesley family! 
 
Discipleship/Family Ministries 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m., please 
contact Meridee Dornhoff at 356-
3498.  Thank you! 
 

Capital Campaign 

The roofing project continues to 
make excellent progress!  If the 
beautiful weather continues to 
hold, the project may be finished in 
the next 2-3 weeks.  This means, at 
long last, we will now have our 
entire parking lot back!  Parking on 
Sundays will become a little easier 
just in time for the holidays.  
Currently the roofers are putting 
those last few slate tiles up and 
installing the copper flashing.  

November 14 
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Have your donation matched today! 

Food Pantry News 

Wesley Location Hours 

Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 5:00 for resources 

Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
1st Monday of each month 

Parkland Location Hours 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m-1 p.m. 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m-12 noon 

Meet and Welcome New 
Pantry Board Members 

Del Jacobs 

Del grew up in Mahomet and 
Champaign and currently attends 
Parkland College where she has 
been a 
volunteer at the 
Wesley Pantry 
since May 2015.  
When she 
graduates this 
December, she 
will earn three 
associates 
degrees in Restaurant Management, 
Hotel/Motel Management, and 
Culinary Arts.  Del also teaches 
nutrition education for low income 
Champaign County residents 
through the U of I Extension. 
 

“The need for food in this 
community has skyrocketed.  
Pantries play an important role.  I 
am passionate about the 
Parkland Pantry Produce Plot so 
we can offer freshly-picked 
veggies.” – Del Jacobs 

Beverly Ujcich 

In addition to volunteering for the 
Wesley Food Pantry, Beverly serves 

as president of 
the Wesley 
United 
Methodist 
Women, as a co-
chair for the 
church’s worship 
committee, and 
as recording 

secretary of her P.E.O. chapter.  She 
also helps her husband, Michael, 
with his involvement at Courage 
Connection. 
 
Bev volunteered for the Community 
Kitchen (similar to the Daily Bread) 
weekly when she lived in Myrtle 
Beach.  That experience made her 
aware of the food insecurity that 
exists in all our communities and 
the broad groups of people that are 
affected.  It was an easy transition 
when she moved to Champaign to 
start volunteering with the Wesley 
Food Pantry. 
 

“I am looking forward to being 
able to offer more fresh food 

items with the addition of a 
refrigerator for the pantry.  Food 
demonstrations incorporating 
pantry resources to show clients 
creative, quick, and healthy 
options for their selections are 
something I hope to see in the 
future.” – Bev Ujcich 

 Parkland College 
Fundraising Success 

Parkland College’s American 
Association for Women in 
Community Colleges (AAWCC) 
recently held a fundraiser for the 
Wesley Food Pantry.  They 
successfully raised $254.03 for the 
pantry, and we can’t thank them 
enough for their ongoing support, 
year after year.  Thank you, 
awesome women of Parkland 
College!  You rock! 
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Round Up at Common 
Ground in November 

Shop at Common Ground Food Co-
Op in the month of November and 
“ROUND UP” to help support 
Wesley Food Pantry.  Co-Op owners 
choose a local agency to receive the 
money raised when shoppers round 
off their purchase to an even dollar 
amount.  In 2015, the Round Up for 
Good program generated $28,000. 

Thanks Walmart & Busey! 

Our director, Katie Thomas, has 
been hard at work this year writing 
many grant and sponsorship 
applications.  The latest results of 
this hard work have been Busey 
Bank’s $250, Savoy Walmart’s $350, 
and Champaign Walmart’s $1,000 
donations.  Thank you Busey Bank 
and Walmart! 

Parkland Happenings 

October was Civility Awareness 
Month at Parkland College.  Events 
throughout the month helped 
cultivate a more kind, respectful, 
and tolerant Parkland campus and 
put that sentiment into action.  To 
further 
that goal, 
a group of 

15 volunteers spent 
1.5 hours of their 
Saturday afternoon 
repackaging 750 lbs. 
of rice for 
distribution at the 
Parkland pantry. 

Altrusa Club of C-U is cool! 

Thanks to the Altrusa Club of C-U and pantry volunteer Dawn Aubrey for 
the donation of a refrigerator to the pantry this past month.  When Dawn 
heard of our desire to have a refrigerator to provide more produce, eggs, 
and milk, she wasted no time securing one for us.  And, we wasted no 
time filling it!  Pantry clients have enjoyed fresh salad, milk, and eggs.  
Many thanks to Dawn, Thurman Etchison, and the whole Altrusa Club. 
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Campus Ministry 

Friendsgiving Potluck 
Dinner, November 18th 

All students, visiting scholars, 
Wesley folks and friends are invited 
to join us Friday, Nov. 18, at 5:30 
p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse for a 
Friendsgiving potluck dinner!  We’ll 
gather to share a meal and 
celebrate friendship before 
everyone leaves campus for the 
Thanksgiving break.  You are invited 
to bring a dish that represents your 
tradition/culture with a copy of the 
recipe that can be shared online 
with the group! 

Wesley at Cunningham 
Children’s Home December 4th 

Students and Wesley folks are 
invited to take part in Cunningham 
Children’s Home Advent Festival, 
Sunday, December 4th.  We’ll gather 
in Wesley’s parking lot at 3:30 p.m., 
then carpool to the Children’s Home 
for the afternoon’s activities.  We’ll 
help lead games and crafts with the 
children and youth, and take part in 
their Nativity play (no lines or 
rehearsals required!).  It’s a great 
opportunity to interact with the 
children and make a difference in 
the lives of others as we share the 
joy of this season! 

Student Center Christmas 
Party on December 7th 

Wesley Student Center will host our 
annual Christmas party Wednesday, 
December 7th, beginning at 8:00 
p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse.  All 
students, visiting scholars and 
international friends are invited to 
join us for an evening of festive fun!  
We’ll enjoy Christmas goodies 
(please bring a favorite holiday 
appetizer or dessert to share), 
hilarious games, and a traditional 
holiday flick in our movie theater.  
Invite your friends as we celebrate 
the last day of classes and the 
Christmas holiday! 
 
Tuesday, November 15th, 8:30 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday) 
Grad Student/Young Adult group– 
All grad students and young adults 
are invited to join our book study 
each Tuesday evening for 
meaningful discussion and great 
fellowship!  For more information, 
email Michael at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org. 
 
Wednesday, November 16th, 8:15 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Wednesday) 
Midweek Connection – Students are 
invited to join us for food and 
conversation as we catch up with one 
another and share about our week! 

9:00 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Wednesday) 

Midweek Worship – Join us for 
student-led, informal, casual 
worship in the Student Lounge, 
including communion.  It's a great 
way to find encouragement and 
support, and to recharge your spirit 
for the rest of the week! 

Wesley students, members, 
and international friends 
enjoyed a fall cookout at the 
home of John and Ann 
Spurgeon.  It was a perfect 
night for cooking hot dogs 
and s’mores over the 
traditional fire! 

mailto:gradstudy@wesleyui.org
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NNNeeewww   
SSSpppiiirrreee   NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   

DDDeeeaaadddllliiinnneee   
Starting in January 2017, The Spire 
will be mailed by the 1st of the month.  
Deadline for newsletter articles will 

be the 15th of the previous month. 

So to get your articles into the 
January, 2017 Spire: 

TTThhheeeyyy   aaarrreee   ddduuueee   bbbyyy   

DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr   111555ttthhh...   

 

 

Wesley students and friends gathered for the annual 
fall Doubt Night to ask and discuss questions of faith 
with our clergy.  We were excited to also welcome 
back Wesley alum, Ethan Edwards! 

 

Wesley students and international friends enjoyed a 
beautiful fall day at Curtis Orchard! 

Chinese ministry coordinator, Jie Wu Smith (far left), 
and several Chinese students enjoyed the annual 
Halloween party at the International Coffeehouse! 



 

 

 

 

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
 

Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
 

Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
 

Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Kerrith Livengood 
 

Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Denzin 
 

Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
 

Organist 
 Michael Schmidt 
 

Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
 

Bell Choir Director 
 Michael Schmidt 
 

Kingdom Singers Director 
  
 

Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
 

Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
 

Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
 

Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
 

Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
 

Food Pantry Operations 
Manager/Volunteer Coordinator 
 Dawn Longfellow 
 

Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
 

IT Computer Specialist 
 Tudor Miron 

Property Manager 
 Richard Young 
 

Full-time Custodian 
 Loeuy Kim 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay 
 

Weekend Custodians 
 Richard & Elizabeth Young 

Campus Ministry 
Friday, November 18th, 9:00 a.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Friday) 
Venture Group Undergrad Bible Study and 
Breakfast - Join Pastor Miriam as we meet 
to chat about school, life and faith as we 
grow and explore together! 
 

5:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner – Students, 
international friends, and Wesley folks are 
invited to join us for a potluck dinner in 
the coffeehouse before Thanksgiving 
break. Please bring a dish from your 
tradition to share as we gather to 
celebrate friendship! 
 
Nov. 19th – 27th:  U of I Fall Break 
 
Sunday, Nov. 20th , 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary & Great Hall (& every Sunday).  
Sunday worship – traditional (9:30) and 
contemporary (11:15). 
 
Sunday, Nov. 20th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary & Great Hall (& every Sunday) 
Sunday worship – traditional (9:30) and 
contemporary (11:15). 

 
Friday, Dec. 2nd & 9th, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Conference Room  
ESL Class - We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we practice 
English and learn about American culture. 

 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse  

International Coffeehouse – Dec. 2:  
Christmas Cookie Decorating – we’ll 
provide the cookies, icing and sprinkles, 
and enjoy some of the traditions of this 
season!  Dec. 9:  Christmas Crafts – we’ll 
string popcorn and decorate the tree with 
handmade ornaments. 

Sunday, December 4th, 3:30 p.m. 
Wesley/Cunningham Children’s Home 
Students and Wesley folks are invited to 
join us as we participate in the living 
Nativity play at Cunningham Children’s 
Home during their festival for children 
and youth! 
 
Wednesday, December 7th, 8:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
Wesley Student Center Last Day of 
Classes Christmas party – bring a 
favorite holiday appetizer or dessert to 
share and invite your friends to join us 
for crazy games and Christmas movies! 
 
Friday – Friday, December 9th – 16th 
all day 
U of I Finals Week – Wesley will provide 
free snacks every day in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse and Student Lounge to 
keep you nourished and energized for 
studying, writing and testing – good 
luck! 
 
Monday – Thursday, Dec. 12th – 15th 
7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
Finals Stressbusters!  Students are 
invited to take a break and join us each 
evening for food, fun, games and more 
as we provide a space to clear your 
mind and recharge for finals.  We’ll 
enjoy movies, MarioKart, painting, and 
adult coloring, so come “bust your 
stress” with us! 

 
 
************************ 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 

 

************************ 


