
 

 

COMING THIS MONTH! 
ANNUAL JANUARY LITERARY TEA 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25th 
2:00 – 4:30 p.m. in the West Lounge 

 
"THE AMERICAN IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCE" 

 

The books below will be reviewed by these Wesley reviewers: 
 

A Nation of Immigrants by Susan F. Martin – Craig Chamberlain 
Call It Sleep:  A Novel by Henry Roth – Yvette Whiteley 
The Namesake:  A Novel by Jhumpa Lahiri – Mary Ellen Peterson 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz – Libby Johnston 
The Death of Josseline: Immigration Stories from the Arizona Borderlands by Margaret 

Regan – Bob and Meg Rauschenberger 
Christians at the Border:  Immigration, the Church, and the Bible by M. Daniel Carroll R. – 

Bob and Meg Rauschenberger 
My New American Life:  A Novel by Francine Prose – Bev Ujcich 
They Take Our Jobs!:  And 20 Other Myths about Immigration by Aviva Chomsky – Dick and 

Jean Flood 
Let Them In:  The Case for Open Borders by Jason L. Riley – Dick and Jean Flood 

 
Join us for a stimulating afternoon discussing books on the pressing national topic of immigration. 
 
You DO NOT have to have read the books to come and enjoy the reviews.  Bring a friend! 
 

Sponsored by:  Wesley United Methodist Women 
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Grow at Wesley 

Jeffery Ford, Guest Speaker 

Sunday, January 18th 

In August 2013, Jeffery Ford—a 
former Campus Minister and 
Associate Director of the Wesley 
Foundation from 1985 to 1996—
developed a severe strep infection 
which turned into sepsis.  The 
infection required partial 
amputations of his legs and fingers. 
 
After a long recovery with 
prosthetics and extensive physical 
therapy, he feels moved to share 
with Wesley how his life has 
changed and what he has learned 
from the process of recovery. 
On January 18th, Jeffery will share 
his experiences by speaking in both 
the 9:30 and 11:15 services.  He will 
also be available for conversation 
and connection during the Coffee 
Hour between services. 

Thank you from Wesley 
Staff! 

Thank you to all who contributed to 
the love gift for Wesley Staff.  We 
appreciate your generosity! 

The Social Action Ministry is 
committed to publicly witnessing, 
advocating, and providing 
opportunities to act, as well as 
encouraging Wesley to 
prophetically bring God’s vision to 
reality.  We find inspiration in the 
United Methodist Social Creed and 
Litany and Social Principals.  Several 
years ago Missions Committee and 
Social Action Committee merged to 
form a super group under the ethos 
“mission in action and action in 
mission.” 
 
Today Social Action Ministry 
supports mission activities at 
Wesley as well as in the local 
community, nation, and world 
through apportionment of our 
budget.  Below we’ve provided a 

general breakdown of our budget 
and the organizations we’ve 
supported.  
 

Wesley has a rich history of 
promoting hunger action, peace and 
justice activities, fair trade, and 
environmental consciousness that 
we intend to uphold with events 
that we organize and participate in 
year after year including CROP 
Walk, Peace with Justice Sunday, 
the Wesley Ministry Fair, and an 
alternative holiday market.  
Additionally, each year we choose a 
few topics to focus on that we 
believe to be particularly relevant in 
this time and place.  For 2014 we 
focused on Peace in Israel-Palestine 
in the spring and Poverty in the fall. 
 
Programs 

 Peace with Justice Sunday 

 Ministry Fair 

 Missions Postcards 

 Champaign County Healthcare 
Consumers program co-
sponsorship 

 
Human Health and Wellness 

 Wesley Evening Food Pantry 

 United Methodist Committee 
on Relief Ebola efforts 

 
Israel-Palestine 

 Hope Secondary School 

 Plant a Tree in Palestine 

 Christian Peace Maker Teams 

 Unite Methodist Kairos 
Response 

 Urban Gardens 
 
Ecological Justice 

 Wesley Green Team 
 
Local and Global Missions 

 Wesley Foundation Social 
Action and Service Projects 
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 Missionary Cornelia (Connie) 
Wieck 

 Crisis Nursery 

 Restoration Urban Ministries 
 
Social Action Organizations 

 Methodist Federation for 
Social Action 

 Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, Illinois Great 
Rivers Chapter 

 Reconciling Ministries Network 

 Love Your Neighbor 

 Community Renewal Society 

Potluck, Conversation, & 
Combined Service 

February 22nd 

This spring Social Action Ministry 
will focus on contemporary issues 
facing the United Methodist Church.  
Join us for a potluck and 
conversation about Marriage 
Equality in the UMC after a 
combined 10:30 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday February 22nd. 
 
Significant differences in opinion 
exist in the UMC globally, nationally, 
regionally, and even within 
congregations.  At the next United 
Methodist General Conference in 
2016 legislation regarding marriage 
equality is certain to be discussed 

and voted on.  Several proposals of 
such legislation have already been 
made.  The time for individual 
congregations to discuss these 
issues is now, so that delegates to 
2015 annual conferences can be 
properly informed as they discuss 
and vote on regional proposals. 
 
It is not our intention to present a 
point-of-view for adoption, nor to 
incite argument between members 
with differing opinions, but rather 
to begin an open and respectful 
conversation in which we share our 
thoughts and listen to the thoughts 
of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
A brief report on the variety of 
views expressed in this conversation 
will be compiled and made available 
for all Wesley members and friends, 
and especially for our annual 
conference delegates. 
 

If you would like to do some 
advanced reading, we suggest the 
2014 book Finding Our Way:  Love 
and Law in the United Methodist 
Church which is co-authored by 
several United Methodist bishops 
and published by Abingdon Press.  
Many ways forward are outlined in 
this book.  A brief summary of each 
chapter will be released in the 
Wesley Weekly emails between 
now and February 22nd.  Those 
summaries will also be accumulated 
and published in the February Spire. 

Volunteer Sound Engineer:  
A Thank You and a Request 
for Help  

We here at Wesley would like to 
extend an enormous amount of 
gratitude to Phil Krein for his work 
as our volunteer sound engineer. 
Each Sunday, he has set up and run 
the audio equipment during 
worship, and afterwards processed 
audio files to make the service 
available on CD or online to those 
who could not make it to church. 
This has been a significant 
commitment—one Phil has made 
since he began working with Allen 
Smith in September 2008 and one 
that has enhanced Wesley’s 
ministry immeasurably. 
 
Beginning in January, Phil will no 
longer act as sound engineer at 
Wesley.  Part of this work will be 
performed by Ray Norton, a 
continuing sound engineer to whom 
we are also incredibly grateful.  
 
But we need more help! 
 
Volunteer sound engineers are 
essential to making worship at 
Wesley vital and meaningful for 
everyone who attends and everyone 
who listens at home.  They make our 
music sharper, our sermons clearer, 
and our prayers louder. 
 
Can you help?  Some training is 
available, but volunteers will ideally 
have some familiarity with audio 
equipment and processing digital 
audio.  The time commitment is 
several hours per week, including 
the 9:30 worship service and 
flexible work at home. 
 
Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120 
or donna@wesleyui.org. 

 
February 22nd 

10:30 a.m. 

mailto:donna@wesleyui.org
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Take Action 

Green Team Tips 

#1 
We use 8% of the world's oil supply 
to produce plastic, including billions 
of plastic bags each year.  This is a 
waste of resources that takes up to 
500 years to decompose in our 
landfills.  Why not buy and use cloth 
bags that can be used over and over 
and then recycled when badly 
worn? 
 
#2 
Most batteries leak toxic metals 
such as mercury, nickel, and 
cadmium when you throw them 
away.  So choose rechargeable 
alkaline batteries, which are free 
from toxic heavy metals, and invest, 
ideally, in a solar-powered battery 
charger. 
 
#3 
If you often bake small meals, 
consider investing in a toaster oven, 
which uses less than half as much 
energy as a conventional oven.  
This, obviously, would not work in a 
house with our hungry kids! 
 
#4 
By insisting on strict uniformity (no 
odd shapes and unusual pigments) 
supermarkets force farmers to 
waste huge amounts of food.  This 
also cuts the farmer's profit 
margins.  Let retailers know you'd 

be delighted to eat varied veggies 
and funny fruit, and enjoy the 
diversity in shape, color, and size 
that nature intended. 
 

Pastor Julie believes that even small 
actions done at home matter to the 
planet in the big picture.  Her 
favorite “small action” is recycling, 
which is a great way to save energy 
and reduce landfill waste. 
 
Julie’s recycling habit was “kicked 
up a notch” in 1990 with the 20th 
anniversary of Earth Day.  At the 
time, she was working as a waitress 
in a restaurant and approached the 
manager about celebrating Earth 
Day at the restaurant over the 
weekend.  They agreed, and Julie 
and another waitress created table 
tents with little environmental steps 
patrons could take at home to be 
kinder to the earth. 
 
“One of those facts we used that 
still sticks in my mind was that the 
energy saved by recycling a soft 
drink can could power your 
television for three hours,” Julie 
said.  “One soda can is not a big 
deal, but you start adding up 12-
pack after 12-pack, and soon you 
have 200 or 300 hours of television 
watching.  I am pretty adamant 
about recycling every envelope, 
every little receipt that comes home 
from the gas station or Target.  You 
tend to think ‘oh a receipt, that’s 

just a little bit of paper.’  But you 
start collecting them in a paper bag 
and they start to pile up.” 
 
Julie is motivated by the awesome 
diversity of life found on Earth, and 
the belief that she is one of many 
stewards to whom the planet is 
entrusted to by God.  “We often 
think that we’ve got our own little 
piece of the world, but I really am 
just passing through.  The piece that 
I am responsible for will pass to 
someone else, so the more we can 
do now to hand it off in a better 
fashion to future generations, the 
better,” she said.  She often thinks 
of her young niece and nephew, and 
is saddened by the thought that 
their children may only know that 
giraffes and other once-wild 
creatures only exist in zoos. 

 
Julie urges each of us to find 
something we can do to be 
environmentally aware.  “Just take 
one or two things at a time and 
keep trying to move forward and to 
make progress,” she said.  “We can 
take actions to help provide a good 
future - not only for ourselves but 
for our children and future 
generations.” 
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Save the Date! 
 

Annual Trivia Night on 
February 7th 

Calling all ages to come join us for 
a fun-filled Trivia Night on 
Saturday, February 7th from 5:30 -
7:30 p.m .! 
 
We will meet in the Great Hall to 
quiz all ages on different 
categories of trivia.  Come by 
yourself or with a team! 
 
Prizes will be given to the winning 
team members.   
 
A complimentary light dinner will 
also be served.  Childcare will be 
provided. 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Children’s Ministry at 
Wesley 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd-5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Youth Ministry at Wesley  

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 
 
In January and February we will be 
studying the life of Jesus and his 
teachings. 

Children Singing in 
Church! 

The last Sunday of each month the 
children will sing in church during 
the Children’s Moment time! 
 

 

Announcements

UMW January Birthday 
Celebration 

The United Methodist Women will 
celebrate January birthdays with a 
lunch at Milo’s on January 28th at 
11:30 a.m.  RSVP to Sue Kiddoo at 
367-2991. 

Congratulations! 

To Wesley members Emily and 
Scott Lux on the birth of their baby 
boy, Noah King Lux, on Sunday, 
December 14th.  Noah weighed 7 
lbs. 6 oz. 

Needed! 

The children’s literacy area is 
seeking two or three people who 

enjoy children and books, who 
could occasionally work in the 
Wesley Evening Food Pantry's 
children's book and activity center 
during the food pantry, which is 
held on the third Thursday of each 
month.  Help is needed from 5:30 - 
7:30.  If interested, please notify 
Annette Lansford at 
alansford1713@comcast.net. 

Nursery Care 
 

Nursery Care is available 
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 3 years 

 

11:15 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

1st Sunday: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

mailto:alansford1713@comcast.net
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Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings about 9:15 a.m., please 
let Meridee Dornhoff know at 
mdornhof@comcast.net. 
Thank you! 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

If you would also like to help with 
this important mission, please stop 
by and talk to one of the sound 
techs on any Sunday morning. 

Why fill out a Pledge Card? 

By now you should have received up 
to three mailings from Rev. Dan 
King Crede that asked you to 
consider making a financial pledge 
this year to the Church, Building 
Fund, and/or Pantries, whichever 
calls to your heart the most. 
 

We ask for your pledges to help us 
budget wisely.  We ask for your 
pledges to ensure that we can make 
the best choices possible for our 
ministries.  And we ask for your 
pledges to help us continue 
fostering this wonderful sense of 
family and community that is 
Wesley. 
 
You have only to look at the pages 
of any Spire to see the incredible 
gift that Wesley is in the lives of so 
many, including you!  These are just 
a few of the amazing opportunities 
for you at Wesley: 
 

 Sensational music 

 Thoughtful and thought-
provoking study groups, 
seminars, and literary teas 

 Missions that are local, national, 
and international 

 Knitting and quilting ministries 

 Wescare for those who need it 

 Food pantries that help those 
who are food insecure 

 Congregation that is focused on 
social justice issues of all kinds 

 Students from around the world 
that expand your horizons 

 Pastoral staff who are loving, 
kind, and generous people 

 United Methodist Women! 

This special place called Wesley, 
where students and congregants 
meet and exchange ideas and 
experiences from all around the 
world, needs your pledge!  What 
other place will you find that does 
so much in your life and that 
touches the lives of so many others? 
 
You can fill out your pledge card 
and send it in today, or drop it into 
a collection plate on Sunday.  For 
those who have misplaced your 
card, you can find them in the 
Center Office. 
 

Food Pantry News 

Clients Served for 2014 

In 2014 the Wesley Evening Food 
Pantry served 13,669 individuals, 
including 7,365 children.  The 
Wesley Pantry at Parkland served an 
additional 1,793 individuals, 
including 588 children. 
 
Thank you to all of our wonderful 
donors and volunteers who made 
this possible!  We could not do this 
without you and the importance 
you place upon social justice and 
helping out your neighbors in need.

New Bag Size for Wesley 
and Bargain Shopping 

In order to more equitably 
distribute groceries, the Evening 
Food Pantry will be using slightly 
smaller paper bags beginning this 
month for client shopping.  These 
bags are similar in volume to the 
free Walmart bags that we 
previously used. 

Households will now receive 1 bag 
for 1-2 people; 2 bags for 3-4 
people; and 3 bags for 5 or more.  
We are confident that this will allow 
clients’ needs to be better and more 
equitably met while maintaining a 
financially sustainable pantry. 
 
With our additional staff, we are 
now able to shop cost-effectively in 
person at EIF to take advantage of 
their amazing prices on frozen 
meat, produce, and a variety of 
other items.  This allows us to offer 
better nutrition to our clients at a 
lower cost to the pantries. 

mailto:mdornhof@comcast.net
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Parkland Distribution Days 
and Times are Changing! 

Parkland Pantry Distribution days 
and times are changing in February 
to better serve the community.  In 
addition, all distributions will now 
be open to the public, and none will 
be specific to Parkland students 
only.  Our new more-convenient 
days and times are: 

1st and 3rd Saturday 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 
2nd and 4th Wednesday 

11 a.m.-1 p.m. & 
4 p.m.-6 p.m. 

 
Volunteer schedule and sign up is 
available through 
www.wesleypantry.org. 

 

 
 

 

Bergner’s Community Days Coupon Booklets – 
A Wesley Food Pantries Fundraiser! 

The Wesley Food Pantries are selling valuable coupon booklets for just $5 each.  These 
coupons are good towards great merchandise at the Bon-Ton family of stores during the 
special Community Days 2015 Sale on February 27th and 28th, and are available only through 
purchase.  They offer some tremendous bargains for those who use them! 
 

How amazing is this fundraiser? 
 

The Wesley Food Pantries will keep 100% of the proceeds! 
 

Please drop by the pantry office (room 209), call (217) 344-1120, or email 
donate@wesleypantry.org to purchase your coupon booklet today!  For your convenience, 
booklets will also be offered for sale on Sunday mornings (February 8, 15, and 22) before and 
after services at the parking lot entrance. 

 

http://www.wesleypantry.org/
mailto:donate@wesleypantry.org


Campus Ministry 
 

We have lots of ways for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
international students to get involved.  
Check out the list and join us! 
 

We will take a break from our regular 
schedule during the holidays. 
 

Wesley Foundation 
Student Events 

(every week during UI Fall and 
Spring Semesters) 

 

Grad Study: 
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. 

Student Lounge 
 

Midweek Worship: 
Wednesdays, 9 p.m. 

Etc. Coffeehouse 
 

ESL Class 
for beginner through  
advanced students: 

Fridays, 3-4 p.m. 
Conference Room 

 

International Coffeehouse: 
Fridays, 4-6 p.m. 

 

Hot Spot Coffeehouse: 
Fridays, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. 

 
 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 
Education Classes 

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
Kingdom Singers Director 
 Andrea Buchanan 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
Food Pantries Director 
 Katie Thomas 
Food Pantries Assistant to the Director 
 Shelsea McCarthy 
Food Pantries Operations Manager 
 Bob Douglas 
Food Pantries Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
IT Computer Specialist 
 Marrissa Hellesen 
Property Manager 
 Timothy Wright 
Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, 
 William Tadekawa 
Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

Etc. Coffeehouse 
Holiday Hours 
The Etc. Coffeehouse will be officially 
closed during the university’s winter 
break (December 20th – January 19th).  
People are still welcome to use the 
space for studying, reading, etc., and 
to take advantage of our free wi-fi, but 
fresh coffee will not be served while 
our student volunteers are away for 
the holiday.  Please feel free to bring in 
your own food and drink, and help us 
keep the space neat and clean by 
picking up after yourself.  It will be 
greatly appreciated! 

 

Illini Fighting 
Hunger Looking 
for Mentors/
Board Members 
Searching for a new challenge in the 
new year?  The board of directors for 
Illini Fighting Hunger is expanding, and 
we’re looking for individuals who are 
passionate about helping student 
leaders make a difference in our 
community, and who have gifts and 
time to share with this student 
organization.  We need people with 
skills in accounting, procurement, 
logistics, development, social media, 
public relations, programming, etc., 
and/or who would be interested in 
learning how to co-lead packaging 
events with our students and 
volunteers.  Sound intriguing?  Please 
contact Greg Damhorst 
(greg@illinifightinghunger.org) or Julie 
Dowler (jdowler@wesleyui.org) with 
questions or for more information! 

 

http://illinifightinghunger.org
mailto:jdowler@wesleyui.org
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