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Grow at Wesley 

A Moment with Social 
Action Ministry 
In early November we hosted a 
viewing of the second live-streamed 
discussion by the General UMC 
Connectional Table on human 
sexuality.  The presentation 
included a panel of the Bishops who 
had written the 2014 book, “Finding 
Our Way:  Love and Law in The 
United Methodist Church,” as well 
as three video clips by persons 
speaking about how they 
experience the church under the 
restrictive language about 
homosexuality in the Book of 
Discipline.  The two-hour program 
may be viewed at 
http://umc.org/connectional-table-
webcast.  
 
At the Thanksgiving Potluck we 
arranged for a Wesley-Mission 
focus, featuring enlightening talks 
during the meal about each mission 
area:  Cunningham Children’s Home 
Conversation Partner Program; 
Jonestown, MS missions; and our 
international Mission Partnership in 
Panama.  Attractive and 
informational postcards about each 
were available on the tables for 
people to take home.  We hope you 
will consider how you can get 
involved in one or more of these 
important missions. 
 
On Monday November 17th along 
with the Wesley Student Center we 
co-hosted another installment of 
the Movies with Meaning film series 
on Poverty.  Inequality for All is a 
2013 documentary that examines 
the widening income gap in the U.S. 
between the rich and the poor.  The 
film is presented and narrated by 
American economist, author, and 

Professor Robert Reich.  Reich 
explores the effects that widening 
inequality-currently at historic 
highs-has on the U.S. economy and 
also American democracy itself. At 
the heart of the film is a simple 
question:  What is a good society 
and what role does a widening gap 
play in the deterioration of the 
nation's economic health?  All of the 
films screened as a part of this 
series are available for home 
viewing.  Contact Julie Dowler at 
jdowler@wesleyui.org to borrow 
one!  Stay tuned to this space each 
month for more highlights from 
Social Action Ministry. 

Cunningham Children's 
Home "Stuff the Truck" 
Drive 
Radio station Q96 (96.1) is 
partnering with Miller Construction 
in Savoy to “Stuff the Truck” for kids 
at Cunningham.  It’s great publicity 
for CCH!  
http://wqqb.com/pages/2014-toy-
drive 
 
On December 5th, Josh and Ashmo, 
The Morning Team on Q96, 
interviewed Sharla Jolly of CCH, 
along with Chris Miller from Miller 
Construction.  Sharla talked about 
the kids at Cunningham and how 
grateful they are for the outpouring 
of support for the kids.  She also 
directed them to the wish list online 
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/sit

es/default/files/Christmas%20Ways%
20To%20Give%202014%20eg_0.pdf.  
You can also find this wish list on 
the UMW Board outside the Center 
Office at Wesley. 
 
Q96 is collecting toys at various 
sites in town through December 
20th when they’ll “Stuff the Truck.”  
Unwrapped toys will be accepted at 
specific drop off locations (SJB 
Studios, Miller Construction, and 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
Snyder Real Estate) throughout 
December, or can be brought to the 
finale event on Saturday, December 
20th at the UBA’s Holiday Market at 
Lincoln Square Mall from 10 a.m.-12 
p.m.  Look for the Miller 
Construction Trailer with Q96 live 
on location.  Donators may receive 
a little gift of their own! 

Need Suggestions for 
Christmas Gifts?  Read on! 
The following books will be 
reviewed at the Wesley Literary Tea 
on January 25th, the theme of which 
is the American immigration 
experience.  They would make great 
Christmas presents for you or for 
someone else. 
 

A Nation of Immigrants 
 by Susan F. Martin 
Call It Sleep:  A Novel 
 by Henry Roth 
The Namesake:  A Novel 
 by Jhumpa Lahiri 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao 
 by Junot Díaz 

http://umc.org/connectional-table-webcast
http://umc.org/connectional-table-webcast
mailto:jdowler@wesleyui.org
http://wqqb.com/pages/2014-toy-drive
http://wqqb.com/pages/2014-toy-drive
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/sites/default/files/Christmas%20Ways%20To%20Give%202014%20eg_0.pdf
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/sites/default/files/Christmas%20Ways%20To%20Give%202014%20eg_0.pdf
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/sites/default/files/Christmas%20Ways%20To%20Give%202014%20eg_0.pdf
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The Death of Josseline: 
Immigration Stories from the 
Arizona Borderlands 
 by Margaret Regan 

My New American Life:  A Novel 
 by Francine Prose 
They Take Our Jobs!:  And 20 Other 
Myths about Immigration 
 by Aviva Chomsky 

Let Them In:  The Case for Open 
Borders 
 by Jason L. Riley 

Take Action 

PLANNING AHEAD:  WHERE 
TO LIVE AS LIFE CHANGES  
Are you and your family wondering 
about how to make good housing 
choices as life changes?  Here are 
some of the questions to be 
discussed at a January 11th 
workshop:  
 

x Should we stay where we are 
or move closer to our children 
and grandchildren? 

x How do I tell if our kids want us 
closer?  What if they don't 
really have time for us?  

x How do we decide when to sell 
the house? 

x Are we ready for "Senior 
Community Living?"  How will I 
know when? 

x Will I need to move again if my 
health fails? 

x Does a retirement community 
make sense financially? 

x Is it important that there be 
rehabilitation services? 

 

Come to the third workshop in 
Wesley’s “Planning Ahead” series.  
This free workshop will be held on 

Sunday, January 11, 2015, in the 
West Lounge.  A light finger-food 
potluck will begin at 12:30 p.m., 
with the program from 1:00-2:15 
p.m.  Adults of all ages are 
encouraged to attend.   
 
The featured panel will include 
Mitchell Forrest, Caregiver 
Information and Assistance Manager 
at the Central Illinois Agency on 
Aging; Darcy Woodburn, Residency 
Director/Admissions Coordinator at 
Evenglow Lodge; and Roxanna 
Webb, Caregiver Support at Family 
Service of Champaign County. 
 
We hope you and your family 
members can join us.  For more 
information, contact Meg 
Rauschenberger 
mamarausch@gmail.com, Judith 
Unger junger08@comcast.net, or 
Dan King Crede 
dkingcrede@wesleyui.org.  

Advent Love Offering 

The Advent Season provides an 
opportunity for all of us to show our 
Wesley staff how very much they 
are appreciated.  Therefore, we are 
suggesting a “Love Gift”, to be 
divided among all of the staff 

members, as a Christmas Bonus.  
You can write a check to Wesley 
UMC with “Staff Love Gift” in the 
memo section or place cash in an 
offering envelope on Sunday 
morning marked in the same 
manner.  Thank you for sharing your 
appreciation of our staff members 
in this way. 

Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel 
Committee 

Green Team 
Three years ago, Pastor Dan and his 
wife, Gay, were able to purchase 
and move into a new green-certified 
home.  The wood floors, wood 
siding, and carpets are all made 
from reclaimed and recycled 
materials.  A geothermal system 
uses soil temperature to heat and 
cool air to keep the house comfy all 
year round.  Outside, rain barrels 
and a 500-gallon underground pool 
catch rain water to use later for 
watering the landscaping. 
 
“Ecology begins at home” is a value 
Pastor Dan says was taught to him 

mailto:mamarausch@gmail.com
mailto:junger08@comcast.net
mailto:dkingcrede@wesleyui.org
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by his family and church from a very 
young age.  “(I have) a real concern 
for how we treat the environment 
and how easy it is to destroy it or 

misuse it without even consciously 
being aware of what we are doing.”  
All of creation is entrusted to 
humans by God, he says, so we 

cannot use the resources in any way 
we want.  We must be good 
stewards. 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Children’s Ministry at 
Wesley 
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd-5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 
 
In December, the students will be 
studying about Jesus’ life. 

Youth Ministry at Wesley  
Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 
2nd – 5th Sundays:  Fellowship, 
scripture study and doughnuts are 
always included -! 
 
 

Children Singing in Church! 
The last Sunday of each month the 
children will sing in church during 
the Children’s Moment time!  This 
will resume in January. 
 
 
 
 

Announcements

Needed! 
The children’s literacy area is 
seeking two or three people who 
enjoy children and books, who 
could occasionally work in the 
Wesley Evening Food Pantry's 
children's book and activity center 
during the food pantry, which is 
held on the third Thursday of each 
month.  Help is needed from 5:30 - 
7:30.  If interested, please notify 
Annette Lansford at 
alansford1713@comcast.net. 

Money Counters Needed  
If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings about 9:15 a.m., please 
let Meridee Dornhoff know at 
mdornhof@comcast.net. 
Thank you! 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 
If you would also like to help with 
this important mission, please stop 
by and talk to one of the sound 
techs on any Sunday morning. 
 
 

Nursery Care 
 

Nursery Care is available 
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 3 years 

 

11:15 a.m. Service: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

1st Sunday: 
Infant - 5 years 

 

 
December 28th 

10:30 a.m. 
 

January 4th 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

mailto:alansford1713@comcast.net
mailto:mdornhof@comcast.net
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Why fill out a Pledge Card? 

By now you should have received a 
couple of mailings from Rev. Dan 
King Crede that asked you to 
consider making a financial pledge 
next year to the Church, Building 
Fund, and/or Pantries, whichever 
calls to your heart the most. 
 
We ask for your pledges to help us 
budget wisely for the next year.  We 
ask for your pledges to ensure that 
we can make the best choices 
possible for our ministries next year.  
And we ask for your pledges to help 
us continue fostering this wonderful 
sense of family and community that 
is Wesley. 
 
You have only to look at the pages 
of any Spire to see the incredible 

gift that Wesley is in the lives of so 
many, including you!  These are just 
a few of the amazing opportunities 
for you at Wesley: 

x Sensational music 
x Thoughtful and thought-

provoking study groups, 
seminars, and literary teas 

x Missions that are local, national, 
and international 

x Knitting and quilting ministries 
x Wescare for those who need it 
x Food pantries that help those 

who are food insecure 
x Congregation that is focused on 

social justice issues of all kinds 
x Students from around the world 

that expand your horizons 
x Pastoral staff who are loving, 

kind, and generous people 
x United Methodist Women! 

This special place called Wesley, 
where students and congregants 
meet and exchange ideas and 
experiences from all around the 
world, needs your pledge!  What 
other place will you find that does 
so much in your life and that 
touches the lives of so many others? 
 
You can fill out your pledge card 
and send it in today, or drop it into 
a collection plate on Sunday.  For 
those who have not returned a card 
within the next few weeks, never 
fear!  We will send another card for 
your convenience at the end of 
November. 
 
Thank you! 
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New Way to Help Pantries! 
Donate easily every day without 
opening your wallet!  The Wesley 
Food Pantries are now associated 
with http://www.goodsearch.com/.  

Make this Yahoo search engine your 
search engine and donate $0.01 with 
every search.  It adds up! 

Food Pantry News 

Letter from the Director 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all 
well.  As this holiday season 
approaches, it is a reminder to take 
a moment to count our blessings.  
The Wesley Food Pantries are 
grateful for the dedication of its 
volunteers and our Board of 
Directors, and for the steadfast 
support of our loyal donors and 
community friends.  Our Wesley 
family appreciates all that you make 
possible for the food insecure in our 
community. 
 
As thankful as I am that we have 
helped feed thousands of people in 
need over the years, there is still 
more to do.  I encourage everyone 
to join the Wesley Food Pantries in 
our 2015 resolution to do more for 
those who are food insecure.  
Please help us increase awareness, 
promote volunteerism and secure 
additional funding so that we can 
provide food and resources to all 
the food insecure people in our 
community.  The most important 
gift we can give families is the food 
and peace of mind they deserve and 
need to thrive. 
 
Whether you are one of our 
incredible volunteers or generous 

donors, thank you for your support 
and belief in our mission. We know 
that without you, we could not 
exist. With your continued support 
and confidence, great things can be 
accomplished. 
 
Thank you for all you do for the 
families in our community! 
 
Yours truly, 
Katie 
 
Katalyna Thomas 
Director of the Wesley Food 
Pantries 

Separate Funds for Evening 
and Parkland Pantries 
While the Wesley Evening Food 
Pantry and the Wesley Pantry at 
Parkland College share the same 
parent organization and goal of 
serving the community through 
emergency food provisions, the two 
groups are financially distinct 
entities.  This means that donations 
made to either pantry are applied to 
that pantry’s efforts.  You can 
therefore donate to either pantry, 
or designate your donation to 
“where most needed” which gives 
us the greatest flexibility. 

 

November Evening Pantry 
Snapshot 
At the November 20th evening 
pantry, in addition to offering 
nutritious staples such as beans, 
rice, meat, and eggs, the pantry 
hosted organizations who provided 
no-cost flu vaccinations to more 
than 50 people, assisted people 
with signing up for SNAP benefits, 
and helped people with referrals to 
local resources.  We served 271 
households consisting of 1215 
individuals, including 546 children. 

Literacy and Children’s 
Books at Evening Pantry 

The Children’s Activity Center began 
in 2006 in response to the 
significant number of children who 
waited with their families’ to 
receive food.  Sometimes the wait 
was lengthy and placed strain on 
families seeking to occupy their 
energetic youth. 
 
Seeing this need, pantry volunteers 
requested the donation of 
children’s books in good condition.  
The community enthusiastically met 
this need bringing in boxes of 
children’s books that were then 
sorted into 4 reading level 
groupings:  preschool, elementary, 
middle school and high school. 
 
The extraordinary volunteers at the 
Children’s Activity Center includes 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
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two librarians who are happy to 
make referrals and help children 
find books that fit their reading level 
and interests. 
 
This interactive system echoes the 
principles of the food pantry which 
are to encourage of client growth 
and empower them.  This 
enrichment occurs when children 
chose 2 books every pantry to take 
home, or when their parents are 
reminded that they too can choose 
2 books to bring home for every 
child in their home. 
 
Children’s Activity Area Notes: 

x The greatest number of 
donated books is in the 
preschool category, which is 
also the first group of books 
that runs out every month.  

x Occasionally there will be a 
request for an adult book, and 
there are frequent requests 
for chapter books, which are 
less frequently donated. 

x Children and their parents’ 
request books written in their 
native language, often 
Spanish and French.  Books 
written in these languages are 
rarely donated and go quickly. 

x The pantry is happy to receive 
any books in good condition 
and advertises this service in 
the weekly church bulletin. 

x If you would like to donate 

books, please drop off your 
books at the Center Office 
and they will be distributed to 
our community at the 
following pantry evening! 

 
Many thanks are due to Annette 
Lansford and her wonderful 
volunteer crew who help our 
community in this way. 

New!  USDA Commodities 
Being Offered at No Cost to 
Us at Parkland 
The Wesley Food Pantries is excited 
to announce that the Wesley Food 
Pantry at Parkland College is the 
new USDA-certified commodities 
pantry for northwest Champaign.  
This was being handled by another 
local charity that changed their 
organizational structure this fall, 
and now they no longer offer this 
service to the food-insecure people 
in our area. 
 
We follow FDA regulations and 
receive emergency commodities 
from the federal government at no 
cost to us.  One of the requirements 
of this program is that food be given 
out once a week, except for holidays.  

For logistical reasons, our Parkland 
Pantry was the logical choice to 
serve our community in this capacity.  
Food is stored exactly where clients 
go to choose it, so set up and 
volunteer needs are minimal at this 
pantry.  Parking is also plentiful, and 
the site is easy to get to. 
 
USDA distributions take place on 
Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. to 
noon and are open to all people 
who need food and whose income 
is at or below 185% of the federal 
poverty level.    After a slow start, 
more people are learning of this 
opportunity and taking advantage 
of it to feed their families.  In 
November we served 87 households 
consisting of 344 individuals, 
including 173 children. 

November Parkland 
Student Pantry Snapshot 
The Wednesday Parkland Pantry 
serves the students of Parkland 
College.  These students encompass 
a wide range of ages and include 
numerous veterans.   Last month 
this pantry found us serving 48 
households consisting of 169 
individuals, including 59 children. 

Upcoming Pantry Dates 
 

Thursday December 18th Wesley Evening 5 – 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday January 3rd Parkland USDA 10 a.m. – noon 
Saturday January 10th Parkland USDA 10 a.m. – noon 
Wednesday January 14th Parkland students 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Saturday January 17th Parkland USDA 10 a.m. – noon 



Campus Ministry 

We have lots of ways for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
international students to get involved.  
Check out the list and join us! 
 
We will take a break from our regular 
schedule during the holidays. 
 

Wesley Foundation 
Student Events 

(every week during UI Fall and 
Spring Semesters) 

 
Grad Study: 

Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. 
Student Lounge 

 
 

Midweek Worship: 
Wednesdays, 9 p.m. 

Etc. Coffeehouse 
 
 

ESL Class 
for beginner through  
advanced students: 

Fridays, 3-4 p.m. 
Conference Room 

International Coffeehouse: 
Fridays, 4-6 p.m. 

 
 

Hot Spot Coffeehouse: 
Fridays, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. 

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
Kingdom Singers Director 
 Andrea Buchanan 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
Food Pantries Director 
 Katie Thomas 
Food Pantries Assistant to the Director 
 Shelsea McCarthy 
Food Pantries Operations Manager 
 Bob Douglas 
Food Pantries Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
IT Computer Specialist 
 Marrissa Hellesen 
Property Manager 
 Timothy Wright 
Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, 
 William Tadekawa 
Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

Etc. Coffeehouse 
Holiday Hours 
The Etc. Coffeehouse will be officially 
closed during the university’s winter 
break (December 20th – January 19th).  
People are still welcome to use the 
space for studying, reading, etc., and 
to take advantage of our free wi-fi, but 
fresh coffee will not be served while 
our student volunteers are away for 
the holiday.  Please feel free to bring in 
your own food and drink, and help us 
keep the space neat and clean by 
picking up after yourself.  It will be 
greatly appreciated! 

 

Illini Fighting 
Hunger Looking 
for Mentors/
Board Members 
Searching for a new challenge in the 
new year?  The board of directors for 
Illini Fighting Hunger is expanding, and 
we’re looking for individuals who are 
passionate about helping student 
leaders make a difference in our 
community, and who have gifts and 
time to share with this student 
organization.  We need people with 
skills in accounting, procurement, 
logistics, development, social media, 
public relations, programming, etc., 
and/or who would be interested in 
learning how to co-lead packaging 
events with our students and 
volunteers.  Sound intriguing?  Please 
contact Greg Damhorst 
(greg@illinifightinghunger.org)  

or Julie Dowler 
(jdowler@wesleyui.org) with questions 
or for more information! 

 

http://illinifightinghunger.org
mailto:jdowler@wesleyui.org

