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Save the Date: Wesley's 2nd
Annual Ministry Fair

What are your thoughts about the
violence in this country’s and in our
community’s African American
neighborhoods? What is the proper
role of the police? Is this issue a
manifestation of a larger societal
problem, which our country has not
been willing to face?

Are you looking for a new way to
plug into activities at Wesley?
Are you curious about what
Wesley's ministries are up to this
year? Put Sunday September 13th
on your calendar for Wesley's 2nd
Annual Ministry Fair. Enjoy
refreshments between services as
you walk from table to table
discovering what Wesley's
Ministries have to offer, from music
to Sunday school to committees, to
missions. You are certain to find
something to fit your talents and
interests!
Sponsored by Social Action Ministry

Are you ready to think about racial
relations in this country?

Is there a need for a national
conversation about this?

Are you ready to think about racial
relations in this community?

Are you ready to talk about these
things?

Are you ready to acknowledge that
we still have a major race relations
problem 150 years after the
Emancipation Proclamation and 50
years after the Civil Rights Act was
passed?

Plan to come to the 2015
Fall Seminar
Black and White in
America-A Look at Racial
Relations and Violence
Sunday, October 4th
1:30 p.m., Watseka Lounge
Panel speakers will be:
 Champaign Police Chief
Anthony Cobb
 Champaign Mayor Deb Frank
Feinen
 U of I Communications
Professor Travis Dixon
 U of I Sociology Professor
Monica McDermott
Sam Banks, Boys and Girls Club
Executive Director, will moderate
the program and the subsequent
discussion between the panelists
and the audience.
It is important to talk about this
with others. Be there and be ready!
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Grow at Wesley
I student. We went to each other's
choral concerts, had dinner together,
watched two Cardinal games, and
kept up to date each Sunday at
church. Austin even went on the
Spring break mission trip with us.
Though our official time is over, the
three of us keep connected.”

Adopt-A-Student & Help a
Student Belong and Become
at Wesley!
Two years ago we began pairing
church members/community
members with students for ongoing
support and encouragement
throughout the school year with
some success. This fall we would
like to extend that same hospitality
to students again. The commitment
of the program is for 2 hours a
month for 4 months (September –
December 2015).
At Wesley we are already home to
many students who find our
building, staff, community
members, and programming helpful
and nourishing while students. We
hope to make a student’s
experience in college and at Wesley
Church even better with this kind of
intentional hospitality. We invite
you to join us by signing up to
adopt-a-student beginning on
August 2nd!
Here’s what 2013 participant Ann
Spurgeon has to say about her
experience. “Being a participant was
a great way for John and I to connect
with a young person and remember
what it was like to be a first year U of
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Kristen Dean-Grossmann shares this
reflection about her experience
with a student in 2014. “Because of
the program at Wesley that
matches adults in the congregation
with college students, I got to know
a wonderful young woman!
Through our conversations, I felt
like I was able to encourage her and
give her a connection to the local
community. She introduced me to
"Dressember" (look it up!) and
wowed me with her mad sewing
skills. This program is a good way to
develop a personal relationship with
the students who we serve.”
Opportunities to sign-up begin
August 2nd on Sunday mornings,
and throughout the week at
Wesley.
Sign-up forms will be in the bulletin
as well as in the Center Office.
Forms can be placed in the offering
plate during worship (because your
participation is truly a gift), given to
Pastor Miriam or given to Vicki in
the Center Office.
If you have questions contact
Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org

is where you will connect and
set up your first time to get
together with your student.
The first meet-n-greet will be
Sunday, September 20th at
10:45 a.m. in Watseka Lounge.
(Coffee hour is on the front
lawn that day.)
 Meet with your student at
least 2 hours a month at a
time(s) agreed upon by both.
This could be for coffee or a
meal. This time is for finding
out how your student is doing,
what they are studying, about
their family, and so on.
 Give the student your email
and phone number and
encourage them to contact you
if and when they would like.
 Let your student know if you
won’t be able to meet with
them for some reason and set
up another time to meet.
 When possible, attend church
together.
 Complete a final program
survey.
 Contact Pastor Miriam Snider
at msnider@wesleyui.org if
there is an issue concerning
the program or one’s
partnership.
The Commitment is for:
 2 hours a month for 4 months
(September-December).
The Rewards include:
 Meeting new people.

If you sign-up to adopt a student
here is what you can expect to do:

 Getting to know bright and
interesting students.

 Attend a meet-n-greet
gathering to meet your
student and other persons
involved in the program. This

 Helping students remain
connected with the church.
 Being encouraged by those of
another generation.
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Take Action
Coming Up This Fall
This fall, the focus of our annual
seminar and a series of other
activities will be on racial relations
and violence in America. The
Wesley Fall Seminar, which will be
held on Sunday, October 4th, will be
entitled Black and White in
America-A Look at Racial Relations
and Violence.
Certainly it is no surprise to any of
us who read the local paper that
violence is currently prominent in
this community as well as many
other American cities. As one of the
staff of the Champaign Police
Department has recently noted,
“these issues are the elephant in
the room that few people are
willing to openly talk about.”
This year’s seminar panel will
consist of Champaign Police Chief
Anthony Cobb, Champaign Mayor
Deb Frank Feinen, and U of I
Professors Travis Dixon and Monica
McDermott. Sam Banks, Executive
Director of the Boys and Girls Club,
will serve as moderator.

In addition to the October 4th Fall
Seminar, the Wesley Student
Center will host a series of films in
the Wesley Theater to encourage
the exploration of the subject of
race. These movies, selected by our
students and campus minister, will
be held Monday evenings,
September 14th, 21st, and 28th at

7:30 p.m. There will be time for
discussion following the viewing of
each film.

better understanding why we, as a
country and a community, have not
made more progress in this area.
Our hope is that efforts such as
these will lead us forward to better
racial relations and less violence. All
are open to the community.
If you would like to do some
summer reading before the fall
events begin, here are some
suggestions:
Black Like Me by John Howard
Griffin
Racism Without Racists: ColorBlind Racism and the Persistence of
Racial Inequality in America by
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva

Also in response to this theme, on
Sunday, September 27th, after a
10:30 combined service and an allchurch potluck, a dramatic reading
of the play Tangled, by local
playwright Dr. Nicole AndersonCobb, will be held in the Great Hall.
Tangled is about gun violence in
Chicago. This will be followed by a
discussion between the audience,
Dr. Anderson-Cobb, and the readers.
Dr. Rev. Miley Palmer, former Senior
Minister at Wesley, will moderate.

The New Jim Crow by Michelle
Alexander
Please Stop Helping Us: How
Liberals Make It Harder for Blacks
to Succeed by Jason L. Riley

On Saturday, October 17th, an allday Iroquois River District Seminar
“A Christian Response to Violence”
will be held at Faith United
Methodist Church in Champaign.
This seminar is for those concerned
about how to respond to the risk of
violence and how to take this
information back to their home
church.

I’m Not a Racist, But…: The Moral
Quandary of Race by Lawrence
Blum

Please plan to come to several of
these events. We hope that a
thoughtful look at ongoing race and
violence issues will help us to gain a

High Rise Stories: Voices from
Chicago Public Housing (Voice of
Witness)by Audrey Petty (Editor)

Divided by Faith: Evangelical
Religion and the Problem of Race in
America by Michael O. Emerson and
Christian Smith
Shame: How America’s Past Sins
Have Polarized Our Country by
Shelby Steele

Privilege, Power, and Difference by
Allan G. Johnson
The Half Has Never Been Told:
Slavery and the Making of
American Capitalism by Edward E.
Baptist

The Sellout: A Novel by Paul Beatty
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Wesley Clergy Attend
Courage and Renewal
Retreat for Inspiration and
Planning
In early August Pastors Dan, Julie
and Miriam traveled together to
attend the Center for Courage and
Renewal's annual retreat for leaders
of congregations. The theme was
Habits of the Heart for Healthy
Congregations: Risking the Call to
Belong and featured writer, retreat
leader, and activist Parker Palmer.
The retreat provided the pastors
with time for personal reflection
and renewal, group learning, and
time to work as a Wesley clergy
team in preparation for fall events
at Wesley. The retreat was

The Spire
especially
beneficial because
the leadership
team discerned
more than a
month ago to
focus this fall's
initial sermon
series and small
group series on
the theme of
belonging and
becoming. You'll
hear more about
this theme and the
fall lineup of small
groups in the
coming weeks.

Pastor Julie, Parker Palmer, Pastor Miriam, and Pastor Dan

Pastors Dan, Julie, and Miriam thank
you for your patience while they

were away and appreciate all the
ways the Wesley community
supports their clergy through their
prayers, presence, gifts and service.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 5 years

Children’s Ministry at
Wesley
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th
grade students meets the 2nd-5th
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.
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Youth Ministry at Wesley
Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included!

Fall Sunday School Kickoff
August 30th!
Calling all children ages 3 years – 5th
grade for our Fall Sunday School
Kickoff! From 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
there will be games on the front
lawn. Please have your child report
directly to the front lawn. There
will be no Children’s Moment.
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United Methodist Women
Fall Meeting of IRD United
Methodist Women

UMW End-of-Summer
Potluck, August 31st!
If you are a woman and you attend
Wesley, then you are invited to our
annual End-of-Summer Potluck at
the home of Ingrid Hutchings on
August 31st at 6:00 p.m.! (Please
note date correction.)
Bring a dish to share, and come
enjoy the good food and fun
fellowship. We will also have a time
of remembrance for our women
who have died during the last year.
Ingrid's address is 2405 Prairie Ridge
Place in Champaign. Hope to see
you there!

Plan to attend the Fall Meeting of
the Iroquois River District United
Methodist Women! It’s being held
on Saturday, September 19th, 8:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Rossville United
Methodist Church, 116 Maple
Street, Rossville.
Guest speaker Senator Jason
Barickman (53rd Dist.) will talk
about Illinois legislation regarding
children, youth, and women. Talk
to Kristen Dean-Grossmann before
September 6th if you want to attend.
Reservations are required and cost
for lunch is $10. Childcare provided.
Carpooling can be arranged.
Attendees may bring a "love gift"
for Cunningham and/or Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood Center.

 Cunningham-Urbana is asking
for zippered binders, black
pens, and gift cards.
 Cunningham-Vermilion is
asking for AA and AAA batteries,
#2 pencils, black ball point pens,
plain 2-pocket folders (with or
without prongs), individual
hand sanitizers, and 2-in. zipper
binders.
 Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood Center is seeking
diapers, wipes, and baby oil.

UMW Fall Book Discussion
and Desserts, October 5th
Please join us on Monday, October
5th, at 7:00 p.m. for our Fall book
discussion. We will be discussing
the book Peace Like a River by Leif
Enger. All women are invited to
attend. The program will be
presented at the home of Marilyn
Whittaker.

Announcements

Make a "Blessing Gift" to
Cunningham!
When Judge Joseph Cunningham
and his wife Mary donated their
home to the United Methodist

Women to be a refuge for homeless
children, he wrote in his journal:
"May God's blessings go with this
gift and may it be the means of
doing much good."

$120,000 to represent 120 years of
service, and the deadline of October
25th because that's the date that
Cunningham Children's Home
opened in 1895.

Cunningham Children's Home
recently celebrated its 120th
anniversary! Now you have the
opportunity to make a "Blessing
Gift," to be used to provide spiritual
life programming on campus.

Chaplain Gay and Chaplain Melvin
continue the tradition of providing
spiritual nurture to the youth of
Cunningham. You can help support
the spiritual programs and
experiences by giving a Blessing Gift
at
www.cunninghamhome.org/giving/
blessing-gifts.

Cunningham would like to raise
$120,000 by October 25, 2015--

5 | Page

August 15, 2015

The Spire

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Congratulations!

Congratulations on Twins!

To Laura Robertson & Luis
Alcantara who were married here
on Friday, July 31st. Rev. Miriam
Snider officiated.

To Dave and Maria Lansford at their
birth of their twins Tatum and
Autumn who were born on
Thursday, August 5th. The proud
grandparents are Annette and
Charles Lansford.

Congratulations!
To Jennifer Elliot & John Pacey who
were married here on Saturday,
August 1st. Rev. Miriam Snider
officiated.

Congratulations!
To Reshmina William & Kevin
Anderson who were married here
on Saturday, August 8th. Rev. Julie
Dowler officiated.

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
Can you help? Some training is
available, but volunteers will ideally
have some familiarity with audio
equipment and processing digital
audio. The time commitment is
several hours per week, including
the 9:30 worship service and
flexible work at home.
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120
or donna@wesleyui.org.
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HELP! The email list of coffee hour
hosts is becoming so short that we
are in danger, at times, of having no
beverages at coffee hour! Folks on
our list are getting older and some
have had to quit participating in this
activity. We need some new names
on the list to keep this important
activity going.
This is not a difficult task and takes
only a couple of hours on a Sunday
morning. All the supplies needed
are provided and an “old timer”
would be willing to be there the first
Sunday to “show you the ropes.” If
you are a “single” you could be
paired with someone.
Please consider volunteering for this
job occasionally. You can email
Vicki in the Center Office at
vicki@wesleyui.org
to have your name added to the list.
Thank you.

Money Counters Needed
If you would like to help count the
offering on Monday mornings about
9:15 a.m., please contact Meridee
Dornhoff at (217) 356-3498 or
mdornhof@comcast.net. Thank
you!
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Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu Smith’s Trip to China
in June, 2015

St. Paul’s Christian Church
English service, Nanjing

Jie Wu Smith, Director of Chinese
Ministry here, went to two different
churches in Nanjing, China in June.
There are 3,000-4,000 members in
each church, and 5-6 services each
weekend. She happened to see
over 40 people baptized during her
trip. They have baptisms twice a
year.
Jie Wu also visited three people
who formerly lived here that were
in our Chinese group at Wesley and
are now back in China. She went to
Guangxi province to visit two of
them, and another person came to
visit her from Beijing. They value
very much the time they were here
at Wesley and their participation in
our programs. They wish to bring
the energy and spirit of Wesley to
their communities in China.

St. Paul’s Christian Church
Chinese service, Nanjing

Newly built church in Nanjing

Top-Aiqin and her
daughter, who
were part of
Wesley last year
Right-Yi Yuan, a
friend of Jie’s, now
a Christian at St.
Paul’s Church

MoChouLu
Baptist
Church
Serving
communion
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Campus Ministry

Join Us on the Quad!
Quad Day is quickly approaching
and we need YOU to help make it a
success! We invite all undergrad,
graduate and international students
to join us Sunday, August 23rd, for
an hour or more at one of our
Wesley tables to share with other
students about Wesley as a great
place to make friends, serve others,
& grow in your faith! We’ll meet at
the Wesley parking lot doors at 9:45
a.m., or you can meet us on the
Quad. Check with Pastor Julie for
more information or if you have any
questions.

8 | Page

Welcome Wednesday
Means Cookies & Cookouts!
Be sure to join us during Welcome
Week for our Cookies on the Lawn
(in Lamb Courtyard) Wednesday,
August 26th, from 11:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. Our UMW friends are
providing homemade treats which
we’ll share that morning as we meet
new students and welcome others
back to campus.
Wednesday evening from 6:00-9:00
p.m., we’ll enjoy a cookout on
Wesley’s front lawn, along with
giving tours of our amazing building
and playing a giant game of Mario
Cart on the wall in Lamb Courtyard!
Invite friends and come along for an
incredible evening of friends, food,
& fun!

ESL & International
Coffeehouse Resume
August 28th!
We look forward to beginning the
fall session of our ESL class and
International Coffeehouse Friday,
August 28th! We invite international
& domestic students, visiting
scholars, Wesley members &
community friends to join us for
these weekly events as we practice
English, make new friends, and
learn about one another’s cultures.
We’ll share coffee & snacks as we
sit where the world gathers around
our table!
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Food Pantry News
Need Volunteers Aug. 20th
The pantry’s August 20th distribution
will be short of volunteers. Please
consider helping and tell your family,
friends, and neighbors about the good
work we do here and invite them to
volunteer with you. It is a fun way to
exercise, socialize, and help those in
need all at the same time!

New Donor!
Last month the food pantry
received a $1,000 food donation
from the Champaign Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints!
The in-kind donation consisted of
delicious items such as black beans,
oats, honey, chili, and diced
tomatoes for use at the Evening
Food Pantry. Church members also
spent time volunteering with the
pantry during pallet moving, truck
unloading, and food distribution. A
big thank you to Ryan Larsen and
the LDS Church on behalf of food
pantry clients and staff!

Amazing Volunteer
Contribution
Students from the U of I’s Intensive
English Institute worked together
for two hours to repackage 1,000
lbs. of white rice in preparation for
July’s distribution. IEI students also
turned out in large numbers to
support our clients during food
distribution on pantry night. IEI’s
volunteer contribution made a
world of difference. Thanks IEI!

Taking Action Against
Hunger
September is Hunger Action Month
and we want you to join us in
fighting hunger in our community!
There are a number of different
ways you could get involved. You
could volunteer at a food
distribution or rice repackaging
event, make a donation, host a
fundraiser, or even advocate on
behalf of the pantry by speaking to
a club or organization about the
important work we do. Together,
we can solve hunger!
Thursday, September 3rd is Hunger
Action Day. We are challenging
everyone to make a pledge to
combat hunger by finding one thing
you can do to help our neighbors in
need. Share your pledge with us on
Facebook or email us at
volunteer@wesleypantry.org

Like Us on Facebook
Take a quick moment to like the
Wesley Evening Food Pantry on
Facebook. It’s a great way to keep
up with food pantry current events.
Also, the food pantry is excited to
start joining in on Photo-Op Fridays!
Visit Our Facebook Page to share
your favorite pantry images and
your photo could be featured on
our website and/or newsletter!

Dawn Longfellow,
New Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow is our new Food
Pantry Operations Manager. She is
just as excited to join us as we are
to have her on board our team!
Dawn graduated from the U of I in
1995. With a background in nonprofit marketing and fundraising,
she has worked with U of I students
at Illini Media and local schools as a
part of the Market Day fundraising
program. In her free time, she
enjoys baking. Soooo, pantry
volunteers may be in for a treat! 

2015, so far…
@Wesley

@Parkland

1321 Households 717 Households
6149 Individuals 2499 Individuals
2681 Children
1030 Children
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Andrea Buchanan
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Laura Licari
Property Manager
open
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

August 28th, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room (& every Friday)
ESL Class – We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English conversation and
study the language.

Campus Ministry
We have lots of ways for
undergraduate, graduate and
international students to get
involved. Check out the calendar and
join us!
August 16th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Watseka Lounge
(& every Sunday)
Sunday worship
August 23rd, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
U of I Quad
Quad Day is here! Wesley will have
four tables for our groups, so come
find us & say hello!
August 25th, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday)
Grad Student gathering – Graduate
students from all disciplines are
invited to join us as we kick off the
fall semester. This group gathers
each week for snacks and
conversation around books and DVD
series.
August 26th, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Lamb Courtyard
Welcome Wednesday with Cookies
on the Lawn – Stop by for cookies and
conversation!
6:00-9:00 p.m.
Front Lawn & Lamb Courtyard
Welcome Week Cookout – Join us for
burgers, dogs & all the fixings, plus
tours of Wesley and Mario Cart on
the big screen!

4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
International Coffeehouse –
International & domestic students,
along with visiting scholars and
community members are invited to
join us for coffee, snacks, &
conversation as we practice English,
learn about each other’s cultures,
and make new friends!
September 2nd, 9:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Wednesday)
Midweek Worship – Students are
invited to join us for our weekly
student-led worship, where we grow
deeper in our friendships with one
another and with God.
September 7th, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Turkey Run State Park
Annual Labor Day Canoe Trip – Be
sure to sign up online and join us for
our annual trek to Turkey Run State
Park! We’ll join up with students
from Purdue and EIU for a picnic and
canoeing as we say goodbye to
summer!
September 14th, 7:00 p.m.
Wesley Theater
(& every Monday in September)
Film Series on Race – Join us as we
view and discuss movies around the
theme of race in anticipation of our
Fall Seminar on race.

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

