
 

 

A Big Thank You! 

I would like to thank my wonderful 
Wesley family for helping celebrate 
my ordination. 
 

While the actual event took place on 
Friday, June 12th, we’ve been 
celebrating at Wesley for weeks.  It’s 
been such a meaningful month for 
me.  I so appreciate the many 
wonderful cards and thank you for 
your generous gifts.  I am especially 
grateful for the beautiful Christ 
window stole and memory book you 
custom made just for me.  I look at it 
every day and when I can’t stand it 
anymore I get out the stole and try it 
on.  That’s happened at least every 
three days since I received it.  It is 
just so beautiful and I am floored by 
the thoughtfulness of such a gift. 

The ordination event itself was 
humbling and empowering at the 
same time.  It was exciting and yet 
overwhelming at times to be 
surrounded by my family, generous 
friends, several church members, 
and all the many wonderful clergy 
colleagues that have become my 

friends or mentors over the past nine 
years, as the bishop laid hands on my 
head.  It was especially meaningful 
to have Pastor Dan lay hands on me 

alongside my husband, Justin.  I have 
been gifted with kind and wise 
mentors in ministry so far and know 
that I move forward uplifted by the 
prayers and efforts of many. 
 

It has been a great pleasure and a 
humbling privilege to serve at 
Wesley these past four years.  I have 
enjoyed these years and give thanks 
every day for the gracious 
community members, the energetic 
students, the friends, the curious 
small groups, and the wonderful 
staff and leadership team.  I’m 
excited to be appointed to serve for 
another year on the corner of 
Goodwin and Green. 
 

Wow!  I can’t say thank you enough! 
 

Blessings to you all, Pastor Miriam 
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Grow at Wesley 

Praying the Scriptures:  
Brown Bag Study 

All are invited to a brown bag lunch 
time Scripture study each Thursday 
at Noon this summer.  This summer 
small-group opportunity will be a 
casual, more devotional approach 
to the Scriptures.  We will examine, 
pray through, and reflect on a 
variety of Scriptures from 
throughout the Bible.  Invite a 
friend, bring your lunch and a Bible, 
and join us on Thursdays this 
summer through August 13th at 
Noon as we Pray the Scriptures. 
 
Contact Pastor Miriam at 
msnider@wesleyui.org with 
questions or for more information. 
There will be no book to purchase 
for this study. 

Wesley Class Studies Native 
American History 

The Scriptural Foundations class just 
completed a study of Giving Our 
Hearts Away by Thom White Wolf 
Fassett, and culminated this study 
with a field trip to the Eiteljorg 
Museum of American Indians and 
Western Art in Indianapolis.  Dr. 
Fassett was a featured speaker at 
this year’s Annual Conference in 
Peoria during the Act of 

Repentance, recognizing the 
“church’s role in the subjugation of 
America’s Native people.” 
 
In addition to 
reading and 
discussing the 
chapters in 
the book, the 
class watched 
videos, 
listened to 
Native music, 
and shared worship resources used 
in Native Christian churches.  Major 
topics included the history of 
Indian-US relations, contributions 
from Native culture, and Indian 
social and religious values, as well 
as problems of poverty, alcoholism, 
and reservation life.  Perhaps the 
most difficult discussions centered 
around the church’s historical role 
in operating boarding schools, the 
Trail of Death through Illinois, and 
the current expansion of gambling 
casinos. 

The class intends to continue this 
focus by identifying an area project 
so their study can be put into action.  
Contacts are planned with IGRC 
clergyperson Rev. Dan Lybarger, the 
Dayspring UMC in East Peoria, and 
the 4 Directions Healing Foundation 
in Chillicothe.  Watch for 
announcements about upcoming 
speakers being invited to Wesley. 

Are you looking for a good 
read this summer?  Let us 
suggest… 

Practicing our Faith:  A Way of Life 
for a Searching People, edited by 
Dorothy C. Bass 
This book is the inspiration for our 
new summer sermon series.  If 
you’d like to read along we will be 
tackling a chapter/practice each 
week as we move through the 
summer together in worship.  There 
are a few books available in the 
Center Office for $10 or you can 
library loan or purchase a copy from 
any online retailer. 
 
Lessons in Belonging From a 
Church-Going Commitment Phobe, 
by Erin S. Lane 
This is the book Pastor Miriam 
quoted from in her sermon on 
Confirmation/Pentecost Sunday.  
It’s written from the perspective of 
a millennial (late 20-something) but 
it would be a thoughtful read for 
persons of every generation. 
 
Talking Taboo:  American Christian 
Women Get Frank About Faith, 
edited by Enuma Okoro & Erin Lane 
The Tuesday Night Radio Maria 
Book Club has picked up this book 
of 30 short essays written by a 
diverse group of Christian women.  
Even if you can’t join us for Book 
Club, we invite you to read along. 
The essays are short.  Some are 
provocative.  Some will make you 
cry.  Some will inspire you.  Some 
will instill in you a holy anger. 
 
We’ll be discussing portions of the 
first 5 essays at the first book club 
meeting on June 16th.  Essay titles 
include:  No One Teaches Us How to 
be Daughters; On Being a Strong 

“Morning Prayer” by Allan Houser 

Dinner on the way home. 

mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
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Woman; Becoming One Flesh:  
Thoughts on Male Headship in 
Marriage; Tattooing My Faith; The 
Beauty in Brokenness. 

Adopt-A-Student & Help a 
Student Belong and Become 
at Wesley!  

Two years ago we began pairing 
church members/community 
members with students for ongoing 
support and encouragement 
throughout the school year with 
some success.  This fall we would 
like to extend that same hospitality 
to students again.  The commitment 
of the program is for 2 hours a 
month for 4 months (September – 
December 2015). 
 
At Wesley we are already home to 
many students who find our 
building, staff, community 
members, and programming helpful 
and nourishing while students.  We 
hope to make a student’s 
experience in college and at Wesley 
Church even better with this kind of 
intentional hospitality.  We invite 
you to join us by signing up to 
adopt-a-student beginning on 
August 2nd!  
 
Here’s what 2013 participant Ann 
Spurgeon has to say about her 
experience.  “Being a participant 
was a great way for John and I to 
connect with a young person and 
remember what it was like to be a 
first year U of I student.  We went 

to each other's choral concerts, had 
dinner together, watched 2 Cardinal 
games, and kept up to date each 
Sunday at church.  Austin even went 
on the Spring break mission trip 
with us.  Though our official time is 
over, the three of us keep 
connected.”  
 
Kristen Dean-Grossmann shares this 
reflection about her experience 
with a student in 2014. “Because of 
the program at Wesley that 
matches adults in the congregation 
with college students, I got to know 
a wonderful young woman!  
Through our conversations, I felt 
like I was able to encourage her and 
give her a connection to the local 
community.  She introduced me to 
"Dressember" (look it up!) and 
wowed me with her mad sewing 
skills.  This program is a good way to 
develop a personal relationship with 
the students who we serve.” 
 
Opportunities to sign-up begin 
August 2nd on Sunday mornings, 
and throughout the week at 
Wesley.  
 
Sign-up forms will be in the bulletin 
as well as in the Center Office.  Sign-
up forms can be placed in the 
offering plate during worship 
(because your participation is truly a 
gift), given to Pastor Miriam or 
given to Vicki in the Center Office. 
 
If you have questions contact 
Pastor Miriam at 
msnider@wesleyui.org   
 
If you sign-up to adopt a student 
here is what you can expect to do:  

 Attend a meet-n-greet 
gathering to meet your 
student and other persons 
involved in the program.  This 
is where you will connect and 

set up your first time to get 
together with your student.  
The first meet-n-greet will be 
Sunday, September 20th at 
10:45 a.m. in Watseka Lounge.  
(Coffee hour is on the front 
lawn that day.) 

 Meet with your student at 
least 2 hours a month at a 
time(s) agreed upon by both.  
This could be for coffee or a 
meal. This time is for finding 
out how your student is doing, 
what they are studying, about 
their family, and so on. 

 Give the student your email 
and phone number and 
encourage them to contact 
you if and when they would 
like.  

 Let your student know if you 
won’t be able to meet with 
them for some reason and set 
up another time to meet. 

 When possible, attend church 
together.   

 Complete a final program 
survey.   

 Contact Pastor Miriam Snider 
at msnider@wesleyui.org if 
there is an issue concerning 
the program or one’s 
partnership.  

 
The Commitment is for:  

 2 hours a month for 4 months 
(September-December). 

 
The Rewards include: 

 Meeting new people. 

 Getting to know bright and 
interesting students. 

 Helping students remain 
connected with the church. 

 Being encouraged by those of 
another generation. 

 

mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
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Take Action 

 Le Jardin Community Arts 
Festival July 19th 

Summer 2015 marks the second 
season for Le Château de la Voix 
Vocal Arts Academy and 
Collaborative Piano Program, Dr. 
Barrington Coleman, General 
Director and Prof. Cynthia Haymon-
Coleman, founder / coordinator. 
 
Le Château de la Voix [the house of 
voice] provides professional skill 
development training and 
performance opportunities to 
aspiring classical artists, with a 
wealth of national and international 
apprentice artists and prolific 
instructors / staff, July 19 through 
August 2, 2015. 
 
This summer, as a prelude to our 
two-week intensive program, we will 
host the debut season of Le Jardin [Le 
jardin de l'art et de la musique or the 
garden of art and music] held 
throughout the grounds of the UI 
Arboretum gardens.  This special 
event will embrace the diverse 
culture and creativity of the CU 
community and UI campus, with 
featured performances and 
presentations by such participants as: 
 

 Le Château de la Voix Chamber 
Orchestra and Academy 
singers 

 UI Brass Ensemble under the 
leadership of A. Kosberg and A. 
Romm 

 Chip McNeill Jazz Quintet 

 BBL / KCPA Dreamgirls Musical 
Revue 

 Illinois Country Stitchers 
Association 

 Dick Flood & Doey Gordon - 
sketch artists / painters 

 Class Act Showstoppers 
Theater Ensemble 

 Dale Herrstrom  & UI Japan 
House visual artist group 

 Classy Combinations & Shyama 
Belly Dance Troupe 

 Choral ensembles led by UI 
DMA conductor, Allegra Martin 

 Cultural Affairs Professor, 
Willie T. Summerville 

 Dr. Ollie Watts-Davis 

 numerous other solo vocalists, 
instrumentalists, and spoken 
word contributors. 

 
Cynthia and I are humbled and 
thrilled to host such a wonderful 
occasion as we celebrate the 
cultural diversity and innovation of 
our community at-large! 
 
We hope that the culminating result 
of such activities will produce new 
alliances, awareness, and mutual 
support among artists, businesses, 
the private sector, university, and 
the wider community. 
 
In addition, we look forward to 
fostering new opportunities and 
interest in the support for the arts 
through our university community, 
and direct involvement in our 
School of Music for participants and 
attendees. 

-Dr. Barrington Coleman 

Students will be back on 
campus in 40 days and 
we’re getting ready to 
welcome them to Wesley! 

Here are some ways you can help 
welcome new and returning 
students at Wesley. 
 
1. Volunteer at the Food Pantry 

on Thursday, August 20th! 

August 20th is Freshmen Move-
In Day and Food Pantry 
distribution day.  Pastor Julie 
will be having an open house in 
the (soon to be updated) Etc. 
Coffeehouse that afternoon as 
well.  This means that there will 
be several students wandering 
in and out of the building.  If 
you are in the building 
volunteering at the Pantry you 
may have the opportunity to be 
a smiling face, a welcoming 
hello, and maybe even a great 
resource to those coming in our 
doors.  Plus if you haven’t 
volunteered at the Pantry in a 
while, this is a great opportunity 
to get involved again.  There are 
always student volunteers at 
the Pantry and the conversation 
opportunities are great for 
anyone open to the possibility.  
Sign-up to volunteer at 
wesleypantry.org. 
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2. The Discipleship Ministry Team 

is preparing to welcome 

students in worship services 

and you can help!  

If you’d like to help the 
Discipleship Team prepare gifts 
for guests, volunteer as an extra 
greeter, or be willing to help 
with a special meal opportunity, 
please contact Pastor Miriam or 
Kristen Dean-Grossmann.   This 
year each guest will receive an 
Etc. Coffeehouse travel mug 
with an assortment of pens, 
chocolates, and information 
about Wesley worship, study 
and service events.   Look for 
the Discipleship tables full of 
gifts, nametags, and 
information during the first 
several weeks of school.  Fill out 
and wear a nametag, and be 
ready to show guests where 
they can find a nametag for 
themselves, a gift, and a friendly 
face.  Discipleship wants every 
student to feel welcome in 
worship at Wesley.  Help us 
make every student’s 
experience memorable and 
meaningful.  
 

3. Sign-Up to Adopt-A-Student!  

It’s just about time to sign-up to 
Adopt-A-Student and help a 
new or returning student find a 
place to belong and a place to 
become at Wesley.  Several 
years ago we began hearing 
from students how they really 
wanted inter-generational 
relationships with community 
members at Wesley.  Students 
continue to tell us how they not 
only want to be in relationship 
with people who may be 
working or worked in their area 
of study, but are interested in 
conversations about faith and 
life while students.  See the full 

Adopt-A-Student article on page 
3 in this Spire and prayerfully 
consider how you might help 
make Wesley a student’s home 
on campus.  
 

4. Be in worship and ready to be 

guest friendly between August 

23rd and September 27th.   

It’s important to be in worship 
every week, not only for one’s 
self, but for the building up of 
the community.  Although we 
have guests almost every 
Sunday of the year, the first five 
weeks of the semester are really 
important for welcoming new 
people.  It is our hope that each 
guest will have a meaningful 
personal experience at Wesley, 
that they will enjoy the service 
of worship, and that they will 
connect with the liturgy.  We 
also hope that each guest will 
have a meaningful experience 
of the community life at Wesley 
and that Wesley community 
members will be intentional and 
gracious.  An interaction with 
you just might help their 
experience at Wesley be great.  
Plan to be in worship each week 
early in the semester, prepared 
to welcome, have conversation 
with, and enjoy the many guests 
who will join us.   

 
We recite it each and every Sunday 
morning as we begin our service of 
worship, “Wesley United Methodist 
is a diverse and welcoming 
community united in Christ.  We 
welcome and extend the grace of 
God to everyone!”  This is who we 
are and we want to be ready to 
share that welcome and extend 
God’s grace to everyone we meet. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Your Discipleship Ministry Team 

Coming Up This Fall 

This fall, the focus of our annual 
seminar and a series of other 
activities will be on racial relations 
and violence in America.  The 
Wesley Fall Seminar, which will be 
held on Sunday, October 4th, will be 
entitled Black and White in 
America-a look at racial relations 
and violence. 
 
Certainly it is no surprise to any of 
us who read the local paper that 
violence is currently prominent in 
this community as well as many 
other American cities.  As one of the 
staff of the Champaign Police 
Department has recently noted, 
“these issues are the elephant in 
the room that few people are 
willing to openly talk about.” 
 
This year’s seminar panel will 
consist of Champaign Police Chief 
Anthony Cobb, Champaign Mayor 
Deb Frank Feinen, and U of I 
Professors Travis Dixon and Monica 
McDermott.  Sam Banks, Executive 
Director of the Boys and Girls Club, 
will serve as moderator. 

In addition to the October 4th Fall 
Seminar, the Wesley Student 
Center will host a series of films in 
the Wesley Theater to encourage 
the exploration of the subject of 
race.  These movies, selected by our 
students and campus minister, will 
be held Monday evenings, 
September 14th, 21st, and 28th at 
7:30 p.m.  There will be time for 
discussion following the viewing of 
each film. 
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Also in response to this theme, on 
Sunday, September 27th, after a 
10:30 combined service and an all-
church potluck, a dramatic reading 
of the play Tangled, by local 
playwright Dr. Nicole Anderson-
Cobb, will be held in the Great Hall.  
Tangled is about gun violence in 
Chicago.  This will be followed by a 
discussion between the audience, 
Dr. Anderson-Cobb, and the readers.  
Dr. Rev. Miley Palmer, former Senior 
Minister at Wesley, will moderate. 
 
On Saturday, October 17th, an all-day 
Iroquois River District Seminar “A 
Christian Response to Violence” will 
be held at Faith United Methodist 
Church in Champaign.  This seminar 
is for those concerned about how to 
respond to the risk of violence and 
how to take this information back to 
their home church. 
 
Please plan to come to several of 
these events.  We hope that a 
thoughtful look at ongoing race and 
violence issues will help us to gain a 
better understanding why we, as a 

country and a community, have not 
made more progress in this area.  
Our hope is that efforts such as 
these will lead us forward to better 
racial relations and less violence.  All 
are open to the community. 
 
If you would like to do some 
summer reading before the fall 
events begin, here are some 
suggestions: 
 
Black Like Me by John Howard 
Griffin 
 

Racism Without Racists:  Color-
Blind Racism and the Persistence of 
Racial Inequality in America by 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva 
 

The New Jim Crow by Michelle 
Alexander 
Please Stop Helping Us:  How 
Liberals Make It Harder for Blacks 
to Succeed by Jason L. Riley 
 

Divided by Faith:  Evangelical 
Religion and the Problem of Race in 
America by Michael O. Emerson and 
Christian Smith 
 

Shame:  How America’s Past Sins 
Have Polarized Our Country by 
Shelby Steele 
 

I’m Not a Racist, But…:  The Moral 
Quandary of Race by Lawrence 
Blum 
 

Privilege, Power, and Difference by 
Allan G. Johnson 
 

The Half Has Never Been Told:  
Slavery and the Making of 
American Capitalism by Edward E. 
Baptist 
 

High Rise Stories:  Voices from 
Chicago Public Housing (Voice of 
Witness)by Audrey Petty (Editor) 
 

The Sellout:  A Novel by Paul Beatty 

Let’s all go to the movies! 

Our American Classic Movie Night 
film series continues each Tuesday 
evening through July 28th at 7:30 
p.m. in the Wesley Theater.  
Students, visiting scholars, Wesley 
members, and community friends 
are invited to join us for the viewing 
of a classic flick, complete with 
popcorn, drinks and themed snacks!  
Invite a friend for a fun evening out 
and join us as we enjoy some classic 
American cinema treasures! 

Renovations Happening in 
the Student Lounge and Etc. 
Coffeehouse 

We continue our summer painting 
project and invite you to help us 
create a more welcoming space for 
students (plus it’s great fun and 
fellowship!).  If you have an hour or 
two, and enjoy painting, contact 
Pastor Julie for the painting 
schedule and join us for the 
redecorating!  We appreciate any 
and all help! 

Soul Purpose 

Soul Purpose, a new opportunity for 
college students and young adults 
to grow deeper in our faith and 
spiritual life, is a weekly gathering 
to share a simple supper and 
experience a variety of creative 
worship and spiritual growth 
experiences.  We meet every 
Sunday evening in the Etc. 
Coffeehouse and encourage you to 
invite a friend and join us as we 
deepen our friendships with each 
other and our relationship with 
God.  Questions?  Contact Pastor 
Julie for more information at 
jdowler@wesleyui.org or 344-1120!

mailto:jdowler@wesleyui.org
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 
 
In July and August, our Sunday 
School teachers will be taking a 

much deserved teaching vacation.  
In place of Bible lessons, the 
students will have sharing time, 
watch a Veggie Tales movie and 
play outside.  Childcare will be 
provided by the nursery staff. 

Youth Ministry  

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 
 

In July and August, our Sunday 
School teachers will be taking a 
much deserved teaching vacation.  
Our youth are encouraged to attend 
worship with their families. 

August 30th 
Fall Sunday School Kickoff! 

Calling all 3 year olds - 8th graders 
to join us on Sunday, August 30th at 
9:45 a.m. on the front lawn for 
games!  We will be kicking off our 
new Sunday School curriculum.  
Guests are always welcome!  Please 
see Ms. Rachel with any questions. 
 

Those in attendance at Vacation Bible School included…. 
Front, left to right:  Ashlynn Gutzmer, Duncan Gutzmer, Alton Stillwell, Gia Whiteley 
Back, left to right:  Will Besson, Eli Birt, Miles Birt, Sam Snider 
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United Methodist Women 

Mission U July 31-August 5 
in Springfield, Illinois 

Mission U is an opportunity to study 
current issues impacting society 
based on recent mission study 
topics.  Mission U is open to 
members and non-members of 
United Methodist Women.  Each 
event offers classes on topics 
covering three themes:  Spiritual 
Growth, Geographic Study, and 
Issue Study.  The studies give 
particular attention to the 
responsibilities of women in the 
fulfillment of the mission work of 
the church. 
 
Mission U events also include: 

 Worship & singing 

 Interest Groups around current 
issues 

 Officer training 

 Audiovisual presentations 

 Fellowship events 
 
Topics this year include: 

 Spiritual Growth:  "Created for 
Happiness:  Understanding 
Your Life in God" 

 Geographic Study:  "Latin 
America:  People and Faith" 

 Issue Study:  "The Church and 
People with Disabilities" 

 

There are two attendance plans for 
Mission U so that you can choose 
what works best for you.  The 
Weekend Mission U dates are 
Friday, July 31st to Sunday, August 
2nd.  The Week-long Mission U 
dates extend through Wednesday, 
August 5th.  The location is 
Northfield Inn and Suites, 3280 
Northfield Drive, Springfield, Illinois. 
 
If you are interested in attending, 
talk to Kristen Dean-Grossmann.  
Scholarships are available through 
Wesley United Methodist Women! 

General Meetings 

There are no general meetings 
scheduled in July, August, and 
September.  Meetings will resume 
in October.  Individual groups are 
continuing to meet over the 
summer, however, so check with 
the leaders of those groups if you 

wish to attend, or watch the Wesley 
Weekly for more information. 

End-of-Summer Potluck 

All Wesley women are invited to our 
annual End-of-Summer Potluck at 
the home of Ingrid Hutchings 
toward the end of August.  Bring a 
dish to share, and come enjoy the 
good food and fun fellowship.  We 
will also have a time of 
remembrance for our women who 
have died during the last year.  
Ingrid's address is 2405 Prairie Ridge 
Place in Champaign.  Watch for 
announcement of date in August 
Spire.  Hope to see you there! 
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Announcements 

Sympathy 

To the family of long-time Wesley 
member, Clara Castelo, who died on 
Saturday, June 12th. 

Sympathy 

To the family of long time Wesley 
Member, Glenn “Ghee” Larimore, 
who died on Wednesday, June 17th 
at the age of 92.  Her husband, 
Richard, died on January 13, 2015. 

Thank you! 

Thank you Wesley friends who 
remembered me on my 90th 
birthday in so many ways, cards, 
letters, flowers, and visits.  They 
were much appreciated. 

Bill Peterson 
Meadow Brook Health Center 

Congratulations! 

To Rob and Becky Wallon at the 
birth of their son, Bradley Charles 
Wallon, on Friday, May 1st.  He 
weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz. and was 21 
inches long. 

Congratulations! 

To Bethany Taylor Shrestha and Jay 
Shresth at the birth of their son, 
Samuel Taylor Shrestha, on 
Monday, June 22nd.  He weighed 9 
lbs. and was 22 inches long.  The 

family lives in Dallas, Texas.  
Incredibly happy grandparents are 
Barb Hughes and John Taylor. 

Congratulations! 

To Megan Scott & Adam Faust who 
were married on Saturday, June 
20th.  The ceremony was officiated 
by Rev. Dan King Crede.  The Fausts 
live in Portland, Oregon. 

Baroque Artists of C-U 

In celebration of the beginning of its 
20th season, the Baroque Artists of 
Champaign-Urbana (BACH) will 
perform sacred motets composed 
by Johann Sebastian Bach, 
compositions that are some of his 
most hypnotic and fascinating.  Join 
the BACH chorus & orchestra for 
this special concert on Sunday, July 
26, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
splendid acoustics of St. John’s 
Catholic Chapel (6th and Armory, 
Champaign), with social time and 
refreshments at 6:45 p.m.  Tickets 
($20/$10) can be purchased at the 
door by cash or check or in advance 
at www.baroqueartists.org. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

HELP!  The email list of coffee hour 
hosts is becoming so short that we 
are in danger, at times, of having no 
beverages at coffee hour!  Folks on 
our list are getting older and some 

have had to quit participating in this 
activity.  We need some new names 
on the list to keep this important 
activity going. 
 

This is not a difficult task and takes 
only a couple of hours on a Sunday 
morning.  All the supplies needed 
are provided and an “old timer” 
would be willing to be there the first 
Sunday to “show you the ropes.”  If 
you are a “single” you could be 
paired with someone. 
 

Please consider volunteering for this 
job occasionally.  You can email 
Vicki in the Center Office at 
vicki@wesleyui.org  
to have your name added to the list.  
Thank you. 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to help count the 
offering on Monday mornings about 
9:15 a.m., please contact Meridee 
Dornhoff at (217) 356-3498 or 
mdornhof@comcast.net.  Thank 
you! 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help?  Some training is 
available, but volunteers will ideally 
have some familiarity with audio 
equipment and processing digital 
audio.  The time commitment is 
several hours per week, including 
the 9:30 worship service and 
flexible work at home. 
 

Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120 
or donna@wesleyui.org. 
 

http://www.baroqueartists.org/
mailto:vicki@wesleyui.org
mailto:mdornhof@comcast.net
mailto:donna@wesleyui.org
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Food Pantry News

Amazing Monsanto Grant! 

Recently the Wesley Food Pantry 
was invited (and given just a few 
short weeks) to apply for a 
Monsanto Fund grant, last awarded 
to us in 2012.  Our application was 
successful, and we have been 
awarded a $10,000 grant for food, 
the greatest amount that an 
organization can request.  We 
excitedly accepted this wonderful 
donation, pictured at right, at the 
July Food Pantry Board meeting 
from local (Thomasboro) Monsanto 
representatives Stacy Acton, 
Michael Kovach, and Dinah Licht. 
 

Each year the Monsanto Fund 
concentrates on a specific theme, 
and this year’s campaign revolved 
around hunger.  They felt that the 
Wesley Food Pantry was a worthy 
project for them to help, which is 
why we were invited to apply for a 
grant.  The Monsanto Fund 
representatives really love finding 
worthy organizations that help local 
communities, and our Pantry 
certainly fits that description well! 
 

The Monsanto Fund’s goal is to 
“improve the lives of people by 
bridging the gap between their 
needs and their resources.”  We are 
grateful for this generous grant and 
excited to continue our efforts to 
empower our neighbors one meal 
at a time.  And congratulations are 
due to Katie Thomas on a grant well 

written.  Thanks Katie! 

We Won! 

We won!!!  Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank recently had a drawing 
for a $100 Meijer gift card.  Food 
pantries that had participated in a 
small short-term opportunity were 
eligible, and the Wesley Food Pantry 
won.  It pays to participate! 

Schnucks eScrip Fundraising 

Pantry Donation Made Easy:  
Schnucks Donates via eScrip 

Your purchases create automatic 
contributions of up to 3% of your 
purchase price. 
 
Pick up a card at any Schnucks 
store.  Shop at Schnucks and have 
your card scanned when you check 
out.  It's easy, it's free, it's powerful! 

Champaign-Urbana Junior 
Woman’s Club Grant 

The Wesley Food Pantry was also 
recently awarded a grant for food 
from the Champaign-Urbana Junior 
Woman's Club in the amount of 
$581.10.  Thank you to the 
Champaign-Urbana Junior Woman's 
Club, a first-time donor to the 
Pantry.    And thanks to Katie for 
another successful application. 

New Bag Limits for 
Parkland Pantry 

The Parkland Pantry will now have 
the same bag limits as the Evening 
Pantry for consistency.  This will 
enable us to serve clients in a fair 
way at both Pantries. 

Left to Right:  Dinah Licht, Katie Thomas, Clyde Snyder, Morgan 
Boes, Jim Mansfield, Susan Haney, Dan King Crede, Brittany 
Coleman, Michael Kovach, David Sattazahn, and Stacy Acton. 
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June Social Service Agency 
Spotlight 

June’s visiting social service agency 
at the Wesley Evening Food Pantry 
was The Immigration Project.  They 
were on site to inform clients of 
their new satellite location in 
Champaign, Illinois.  “The 
Immigration Project provides access 
to quality legal services in Central 
and Southern Illinois.”  During their 
visit The Immigration Project spoke 
to a handful of clients and looks 
forward to returning to the Pantry 
to reconnect with clients. 

Call for Summer Volunteers 

The pantry continues to struggle 
with the lack of volunteers during 
the summer months.  Please 
consider volunteering in July and 
August.  Tell your family, friends, 
and neighbors about the good work 
we do here and invite them to 
volunteer with you.  It is an 
inexpensive and fun way to 
exercise, socialize, and help those in 
need all at the same time! 

In Kind Donors, Thank You! 

Following a request for adult and 
children’s books and reusable cloth 
bags, the Wesley Evening Food 

Pantry and the Wesley Pantry at 
Parkland College have been able to 
offer these wonderful resources to 
the people we serve. 
 
Thank you for helping us to provide 
literary sustenance and please keep 
the books flowing into the Center 
Office!  At the June Wesley Evening 
Pantry distribution we gave away 
96 children’s books and 19 adult 
books and had requests for 
computer books, dictionaries, and 
ABC books.  We appreciate all you 
do to keep the Pantry stocked and 
sustainable. 
 
Since the Parkland Pantry is now 
moving to bag limits which are the 
same as the Evening Pantry, we no 
longer need reusable cloth bags, but 
thank you to all who have donated 
those.  We will be able to use them 

until we receive paper bags. 

CUScholars Repack 

Approximately 45 CUScholars 
worked to repackage rice and beans 
to stock the Parkland Pantry.  In 
collaboration with Illini Fighting 
Hunger, the Wesley Food Pantry 
purchased 50-lb. bags of rice and 
beans which were then repackaged 
into 1-lb. portions.  In less than one 

hour the CUScholars repackaged 
1,500 pounds of rice and beans!  
This repackaging event was part of 
an all-day event at Parkland. 
 
CUScholars is a 
program of the 
CU Schools 
Foundation, 
and is an 
achievement 
program for 
high school students to help give 
them more choices after 
graduation.  This free program is 
funded by private businesses and 
families in the community. 

Wanted! 
New Operations Manager 

The Pantry is seeking a new 
operations manager for an average 
of 20 hours per week.  The salary is 
$10.50 an hour.  Application and 
more details can be found at 
wesleypantry.org/employment.  For 
more questions, you can email 
kthomas@wesleypantry.org. 

2015, so far… 

@Wesley @Parkland 

1125 Households 

5255 Individuals 

2276 Children 

623 Households 

2158 Individuals 

881 Children 

The June distribution at the Wesley 
Evening Food Pantry was our 
busiest yet this year, serving over 
1,000 individuals.  Thank you to all 
of the amazing, hard-working 
volunteers, who made this busy 
distribution possible.

mailto:kthomas@wesleypantry.org


 

 

 Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Brian Sullivan 
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
Bell Choir Director 
 Morgan Boes 
Kingdom Singers Director 
 Andrea Buchanan 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
Food Pantry Operations Manager 
 open 
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator 
 Brittany Coleman 
Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
IT Computer Specialist 
 Laura Licari 
Property Manager 
 Timothy Wright 
Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson 
Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 

Campus Ministry 
 

We have lots of ways for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
international students to get 
involved.  Check out the calendar 
and join us! 
 

July 17th, 3-4 p.m., Conference 
Room (& every Friday in July) 
Summer Session ESL class for 
beginners through advanced 
students.  No registration necessary. 
 

4-6 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Friday in July) 
Our International Coffeehouse 
welcomes international and 
domestic students, visiting scholars, 
and friends for coffee, refreshments, 
and great conversation!  Join us as 
we meet new people, learn about 
different cultures, and practice 
English. 
 

July 19th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., 
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Sunday) 
Sunday worship 
 

6:30-7:30 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Sunday) 
Soul Purpose fellowship for college 
students and young adults meets in 
the coffeehouse for a snack supper, 
followed by a creative worship 
experience.  Join us as we share 
stories, share our faith, and share 
our journey with one another! 
 

July 21st – 7:30-9:30 p.m. Wesley 
Theater (& every Tuesday in July) 
American Classic Movie Night - each 
Tuesday evening we gather to watch 
a classic American flick, enjoy 
refreshments, and be with friends.  
Everyone is invited to join us for this 
free summer entertainment! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 

 


