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He is Risen - Easter Sunday at Wesley April 1st 

Schedule                                                     
                                                                                              
Sonrise Service 8:00 a.m., 
Watseka Lounge 
This special service is led by the 
youth and children of Wesley 
and is a meaningful way to 
begin the morning. 
 
Children’s East Egg Hunt  
8:30 a.m. 
All children are invited to 
participate in our annual Easter 
Egg Hunt in the Watseka 
Lounge. 
 
 
 

 
Easter Breakfast, 9:00 a.m., Great Hall 
Bring a fruit, bread or pastries to share (with table service) and join us in the Great Hall for a lovely 
breakfast before the Easter Service begins. Discipleship and Family Services will be providing egg 
casseroles. The fellowship is great and we have great reason to gather to celebrate.  
Students: please be our guest! 
 
Combined Service, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
On Easter Sunday Morning both our Traditional and Contemporary Services combine for a celebratory 
service with brass, organ, choir, and praise band music leading the congregation in celebrating Christ's 
resurrection from the dead. Join us on Easter Sunday and invite a friend to join you! 
 
College Students Easter Egg Hunt, 12:00 p.m. 
The game is afoot! 
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Chinese Ministry 
 

 
 
The Wesley Chinese Lantern Festival on March 3rd was a great success. Traditionally, the Chinese Lunar New Year 
celebration lasts 15 days ending with the Lantern Festival. Our event was held in Great Hall this year, with 
potluck dinner and one hour of Chinese traditional folk singing and dance. Southeast Asian tradition and culture 
were very nicely and beautifully presented. About 150 people attended, including around 20 American Wesley 
folks and American visitors from other local churches. Some attendees drove from one to three hours to take 
part in the celebration. We’re grateful to all who performed and celebrated with us this year. 

 
Books to Prisoners welcomes donations and volunteers 
Time for spring cleaning.  If you find that you have too many books, please consider donating them to UC Books 
to Prisoners (B2P). Based in Urbana, this organization provides free books to Illinois inmates and operates 
lending libraries at two jails. After the Wesley Fall Seminar on Incarceration, the Social Action Ministry (SAM) 
learned about Books to Prisoners and donated $300 in 2017 to support their work.  
  
Ways you can help: 
 
Donate books, which can be dropped off at the Independent Media Center (IMC), 202 S. Broadway, Urbana, 
Common Ground Food Coop, and Parkland College. Check the B2P website for other book drop sites, and for lists 
of “high demand topics” (dictionaries, GED prep, poetry) as well as materials that they can’t use (encyclopedias, 
journals, magazines.) 
  
Donate money to help with postage costs and purchasing dictionaries. 
 
Volunteer, either as individuals or as a group, to help fill orders. B2P run libraries and film programs in the 
Champaign County jails, and volunteers are welcome there, too. B2P has a book sale coming up on April 14 that 
could use extra hands before, during, or after the sale. More information is available 
at www.books2prisoners.org/ 
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Campus Ministry Calendar  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, April 1, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
Combined Easter Sunday Worship – Join us for Easter worship as we celebrate that indeed, Jesus Christ is risen!   

 
12:00 p.m., Watseka Lounge 
College Student Easter Egg Hunt – Invite your friends as we gather in Watseka Lounge for our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt! Prizes will include gift cards and Illini swag, plus plenty of chocolate and candy. 

 
Tuesday, April 3, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Tuesday) 
Grad Student Book Study - Make connections with others across disciplines and share great conversation around 
books. Questions?  Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.   

 
Wednesday, April 4, 8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
SAAM Prayer Service – Wesley is hosting a campus-wide contemplative prayer service as part of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. Invite someone to come with you as we pray for healing and an end to all sexual violence. 

 
Friday, April 6, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) 
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends. It’s a great way to celebrate the 
end of the week and the start of your weekend! 

 
12:00 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Friday) 
Venture Bible Study – Every Friday we explore Bible stories and connect those with life as a student. Bring your 
lunch or grab something in the Etc. Coffeehouse and join us as we grow together in faith. 

 
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday) 
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American 
culture. 

 
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday) 
International Coffeehouse - International and domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community 
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends & 
learn about each other's cultures. 

 
Sunday, April 8, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & Great Hall (and every Sunday) 
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship services 

 
Wednesday, April 11, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Wednesday) 
Midweek Worship – Students are invited to join us for casual worship each week as we explore faith, deepen 
friendships, and take time to connect with one another and with God. 
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Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

 
Every April communities throughout the U.S. take part in Sexual Assault Awareness Month to raise public 
awareness about sexual violence and educate people on how to prevent it. The Women’s Resources Center is 
coordinating activities in our community, and Wesley Student Center Peer Minister Maggie Thomas is partnering 
with them and other faith leaders to host two events at Wesley. While one month alone isn’t enough to solve the 
serious and widespread issue of sexual violence, the attention generated in April is an opportunity to energize 
and expand prevention efforts throughout the year. 
 
Prayer Service Wednesday April 4th in the Sanctuary at 8:00 p.m. 
The Prayer Service is a time to come together and pray for, reflect upon, and respond to survivors and 
supporters of survivors of sexual assault through scripture, poetry, and song. We will conclude the service with 
communion, which is open to everyone.  
 
Interfaith Panel Monday April 9th in the Watseka Lounge from 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
This interfaith discussion will focus on healthy relationships and consent. 
 

Grieving in a Forward Direction seminar April 21st 
Faith United Methodist Church in Champaign are hosting a seminar on grieving from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon on 
Saturday April 21st. The Psalms are full of laments; Jesus wept; and the Apostle Paul instructs us to mourn with 
those who mourn. The seminar explores the emotions and seasons of grief, looks at the “what ifs” grief robs us 
and allows for lots of group interaction and participation as we consider grieving in a forward direction. Cost is 
$10/person with early registration and $15/person at the door.  A continental breakfast is included. Please 
register for the seminar at www.champaignfaith.org/grieving-in-a-forward-direction or by calling Faith UMC at 
217-359-3631. Deadline is Wednesday, April 18.  
 

Administrative Professionals Day is Wednesday April 25th 
This is an excellent opportunity for Wesley family members to express our appreciation to Donna Giffen, Rachel 
Wolfe, and Bonnie Taylor for their commitment to the Wesley Church and Foundation. Notes and cards with your 
personal expressions of “thanks” are welcome. - Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel Committee 

Save the Date: Environmental Lobby Day April 26th 
The Wesley Green Team invites you to participate in Faith in Place's Environmental Lobby Day. Make plans to 
travel with us by bus to the State Capitol in Springfield to amplify faithful voices calling for environmental 
justice. Join us for a rally and the opportunity to educate your elected officials on the importance of promoting 
environmental justice in Illinois. Learn more and register at https://www.faithinplace.org/events/advocacy-
day-state-capitol-0 
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Earth Day Service Sunday April 15th 

The Green Team is pleased to announce that Wesley's own Dr. Ashlynn Stillwell will be giving the Earth Day 
Sermon on April 15th. Please join us to learn about water and climate and what we can do to better care for our 
planet and each other.  
 
Dr. Ashlynn S. Stillwell is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  She is a member of the Environmental Hydrology and Hydraulic 
Engineering faculty, and the faculty in the Energy-Water-Environment Sustainability program.  She earned a B.S. 
in Chemical Engineering from the University of Missouri (2006), an M.S. in Environmental and Water Resources 
Engineering (2010), M.P.A. in Public Affairs (2010), and Ph.D. in Civil Engineering (2013) from The University of 
Texas at Austin. Dr. Stillwell serves on the Board of Directors for the Girl Scouts of Central Illinois and Faith in 
Place. Her research interests include urban water and energy sustainability, water impacts of electric power 
generation, green storm water infrastructure, and environmental policy.  
 
The Wesley Green Team has chosen two organizations that we hope you will generously support this year. 
 
Faith in Place was founded in 1999 to help direct people of all faiths to practice the responsibilities "to love one 
another and to care for the creation that sustains all life." Now more than 1,000 Illinois faith communities work 
together. They educate and take practical steps within their house of worship and lobby in Springfield for 
legislation. For more information go to Faithinplace.org.  
 
Prairie Rivers Network was established in 1967 to resist a plan by the Army Corps of Engineers which would 
have flooded hundreds of acres of Allerton Park. PRN champions clean, healthy rivers and lakes and safe drinking 
water. They assert that rivers, lakes and streams should be clean enough for swimming and boating and supply 
drinking water, and that farmers and industry should use these waters responsibly. The organization draws upon 
sound science and works with others and advocates public policies and cultural values that sustain the health 
and biological diversity of water resources and aquatic ecosystems. See more at prairierivers.org. 
 
Subscribe to Wesley Goes Green 
The Green Team is starting Wesley Goes Green, quarterly email newsletter to keep you updated on our efforts 
at Wesley, in the Champaign-Urbana community, and the crucial issues facing our community and world. Email 
communications@wesleyui.org or sign up here to subscribe.
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Service
April 15th

EARTH DAY 
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Wesley Food Pantry is a 2018-19 JLCU Project Partner 
 

We are super excited to announce that the Junior League of Champaign 
Urbana has chosen the Wesley Food Pantry as Project Partner for 2018-
2019. The Women of JLCU will be volunteering their time and donating 
to the Wesley Food Pantry.  
 
“The Junior League of Champaign-Urbana is an organization of women 
committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women 
and improving communities through the effective action and leadership 
of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and 
charitable.” 
 
Thank you JLCU! 
 

April Restaurant Fundraiser: Panera on Green St. April 11th from 4pm-8pm 
Bring the flyer* or show an electronic version to the cashier when you place your order and Panera will donate a 
portion of the proceeds from your purchase to the Wesley Food Pantry.  Bring dinner home to the family or make 
it a friend’s night out to dinner.  Dinner is done and all for a good cause!    
 
*The flyer can be found on our website, on Facebook, or in the Church’s center 
office.  
 

Food pantry receives generous CROP Walk donation 
 

Thank you to Church World Service for 
sponsoring the CROP Hunger Walk and 
donating $1971.47 to the Wesley Food 
Pantry.   
 
Thank you to Wesley’s own Social Action Ministry, and especially Anthony 
Stauder, for helping organize the Champaign-Urbana’s CROP Hunger Walk 
this past October.   
 
By walking and working together as a community, we can help end hunger 
locally, nationally, and globally! 
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Wesley participates in empty tomb, inc. Mega Work-a-Thon 
On March 3rd, Bev Ujcich, Mike Haney, and Susan Haney gathered at empty tomb’s Mega Work-a-Thon event to 
decorate the 25 boxes of staple foods that Wesley donated. In addition to the boxes of food, Wesley UMC 
donated $422.01 cash to empty tomb. Please note that we used the funds collected to pay for the food, 
decorating supplies, and a cash donation.  
 

Community Days Fundraising Success!  
The Community Days coupon booklet fundraiser was a big success 
for the food pantry.  We have raised $1410 and are still waiting 
for the corporate check! Thank you to everyone who bought 
coupon booklets and supported the Wesley Food Pantry. We hope 
you found amazing deals like we did.   
 
An extra special thank you to food pantry board member Susan 
Haney for working so hard to make this a fundraising success.  
 

 
 
The Wesley Food Pantry goes to Washington 
 

Thanks to the very generous capacity building microgrant from 
the Community Foundation of East Central Illinois, Food Pantry 
Director Katie Thomas and Pantry Board Member Del Jacobs 
were able to attend the National Anti-Hunger Policy 
Conference in Washington D.C. It was a three day conference 
packed with content-rich workshops, networking 
opportunities, motivating speakers and amazing advocates. 
The conference concluded with a trip to Capitol Hill where we 
were able to visit the staff of Illinois Congressman Rodney 
Davis and U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth. Katie and Del were 
able to learn best practices, learn about new programs, and 
re-energize to continue fulfilling our mission of alleviating 
hunger in our community.     
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Thanks AGD! 
A few weeks ago Alpha Gamma Delta, a women’s sorority, donated 
over 175 pounds of food to the pantry. We are always thrilled to 
have student groups volunteering and donating to the food pantry.  
Thank you for your support! 
 
Pantry student volunteers  
screen film on food waste 

 
The Wesley Food Pantry Registered Student Organization screened the 
documentary “Just Eat It.  A Food Waste Story” on March 12 at the 
Busey Evans Residence Hall. The goal of the event was to educate 
fellow U of I students on the topic of food waste and food insecurity. 
After the screening, the organizers lead the attendees in the Oxfam 
Hunger Banquet simulation which is designed to bring statistics about 
poverty to life.  The RSO reported that the event was well received 
and enjoyed by all who attended.   
 
We are so proud of our RSO students and thankful to have them as 
volunteers and supporters of the food pantry! 

 
 
Wesley Location Hours*

Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  
Doors open at 5:00 for resources 
Student Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m.  First Monday of each month 
 

*Please note: New hours will begin on May 1. 
 
 

Parkland Location Hours 
 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
First and third Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon 
 

 
 
 

 
Project READ  
Project READ and Wesley Food Pantry provide free tutoring for adults in reading, basic mathematics or ESL series 
on Thursdays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge. 
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Children’s and Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years 
First Sunday Infant – 6 years 

Children’s Sunday School 
3 year olds – 1st Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B, after the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Ms. Rachel and Mr. Brad teach this class. 
 
2nd grade – 5th Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after the children have attended the first 
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Sylvia Maehr teaches this class. 
 
Reminder – No Sunday School Classes the First Sunday of each Month 

This allows children a chance to attend an entire worship service with their families. Childcare is provided for 
children up to 6 years of age in the Nursery. 

Youth Ministry 
Junior High – No Sunday School classes this school year. Junior High students are encouraged to attend 
worship with their families. 
 

Complementary babysitting for Wesley families 

The spring semester babysitting dates are: 

• Saturday April 7th 
• Saturday May 5th 

 
Babysitting is from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Games, movies and dinner are provided. Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at: 
217-621-6984 
 
UMW Program April 4th 

The UMW General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 4th at 9:30 a.m. in the West 
Lounge. Jie Wu, Coordinator of Chinese Ministry, will present a program on the Wesley 
Chinese Ministry. Fellowship and snacks are at 9:00 a.m. before the meeting. All are 
welcome to attend and if childcare is needed please contact Virginia Dickey at 
Vdickey88@gmail.com. 
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Reunion weekend April 20th-22nd 

 

 
 
There will be a very special weekend happening this month. Wesley alumni are returning to the corner of Green 
and Goodwin, the Wesley Corporation is meeting and there will be a reception for members of the Legacy Circle 
– all in the same, fun-packed weekend. All members of the Wesley family are invited to participate in all or part 
of this special weekend. The free events include a Saturday noon brunch, snacks in the Wesley coffeehouse, and 
the Sunday noon box lunch before Corporation meeting. There will also be a food packaging event and a 
Midweek-style worship service.  
 
Wesley alumni will be pleased to know that Rev. Rob Kirby, Rev. Julie Dowler, and Rev. Dan King Crede will all 
be participating in the weekend’s activities. 
 
Please let us know if you’re attending the Weekend by registering online at http://bit.ly/2E3OikQ or via the 
Wesley website: wesleyui.org/studentcenter/alumni. 
 
Do you have a spare room or couch? Volunteers are needed to host visiting alumni the evenings of Friday April 20 
and/or Saturday April 21. Please fill out a short online form at https://goo.gl/yLyiCZ to volunteer.  
 

 

 

 

 



April 2018 The Spire 

1 1 | P a g e  

Announcements 

Congratulations to Rob and Becky Wallon at the birth of their daughter, Katelyn Chiles Wallon, on Tuesday, 
February 27th. She weighed 8 lbs. and 15 oz. and is 20.5 inches long.  
 
A WesCare member heard recently from Jim Fay, who moved to northern Illinois last fall after MeriJo died. 
While he is enjoying visiting with his children and grandchildren, he would no doubt enjoy hearing from Wesley 
friends too. 

  
Jim Fay 
34803 Oden Avenue 
Ingleside, IL 60041 
jimfay7@gmail.com 
  

   
 

Sympathy 

Sympathy to Jodi and Jeff Heckel and family at the death of Jodi’s father, Robert Neil Henkel, on Wednesday, 
February 28th, at the age of 84.  He lived in Arthur, Illinois. 
 

 

Wesley Staff 

Senior Pastor/Director Rev. Dan King Crede | Campus Minister Rev. Julie Dowler   
Associate Minister Rev. Miriam Snider 
 
Director of Contemporary Worship and Music Dr. Kerrith Livengood | Director of Christian Education 
and Youth Rachel Denzin | Director of Chinese Ministry Jie Wu Smith | Organist Michael Schmidt  
Director of Choral Music Dr. Barrington Coleman | Bell Choir Director Sarah Flygare | Children’s Choir Director 
Sarah Flygare 
 
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver | Meg Rauschenberger | Administrative Assistant Donna Giffen  
Office Secretary Rachel Wolfe | Accountant Bonnie S.Taylor | Aide for Development Wayne Wilson 
 
Food Pantry Director Katie Thomas | Food Pantry Operations Manager Dawn Longfellow | Director of 
Communications Bruce Adams 
 
Property Manager Richard Young | Full-time Custodian Steve Faust | Part-time Custodian Chris Livesay 
Weekend Custodians Richard and Elizabeth Young 
 
 

Sunday Services 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service


