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Peace With Justice Sunday
Wesley Social Action Ministry has chosen February 11th as our 2018 Peace With Justice Sunday. Special speaker
will be Stephanie Corum, Assistant Public Defender, as we continue a focus on incarceration. Stephanie has been
representing indigent clients in the criminal justice system for 7 years. Prior to receiving her law degree, she
was a social worker helping families involved with the Department of Children and Family Services. Through her
professional life and personal experiences, Stephanie has taken a deep interest in restorative justice and
incarceration issues. She is a member of Champaign First UMC, where her husband, Tom, serves as pastor.
The Jean Cramer-Heuerman Peace With Justice Award, established at Wesley in 1999
to honor the social justice advocacy ministry of Rev. Jean Cramer-Heuerman, will also
be announced along with a special Peace With Justice offering. Mark your calendars
for a combined worship service at 10:30, followed by a finger-food potluck and
discussion time with Stephanie.

Introducing Bruce Adams, Wesley’s New Communications Director
Bruce joins Wesley as the full time Communications Director for the Foundation and
Church. He is experienced in helping organizations collaborate in creating messages
that reach busy people and inspire them to action. Email him at
badams@wesleyui.org if your group wants to discuss communications planning. He’s
eager to discover and tell the stories of Wesley’s impact on our community and the
world. Bruce lives in Urbana with his wife Annie and two cats named Marmalade and
Muskellunge.

Ash Wednesday Service February 14th
Join us in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. for a time of quiet reflection
in a service to observe the beginning of Lent.
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Daily Bread Yoga Offerings this winter
Yoga, Chronic Pain and Healing
Monday February 5th, 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. in the West Lounge
The series on using yoga as a tool in living with chronic pain and chronic healing concludes this month. Take
the opportunity to practice chair based, sitting and standing physical techniques to address pain whether it is
physical like arthritis, mental like anxiety or spiritual like loneliness.
Yoga, Grief and Growth
Monday February 19 and 26, March 5 and 12 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. in the West Lounge
This is a four week series to practice and learn about using yoga as a tool to live with grief and loss. The
physical yoga practice will be chair based, sitting and standing. While this class will have a dimension of
community it will be yoga practice and not a talk therapy group. You will learn concepts of yoga philosophy and
meditation as it best relates to grief and loss. You do not have to have a personal reason or specific grief or loss
to be in the class. We all experience grief and loss whether it is about changes in our health, death of a loved
one or the loss of a job. Come as you are and as you are able.
All class sessions are $5 each. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Rachel Bass-Guennewig at
dailybreadyoga@gmail.com. More information about Daily Bread Yoga classes and retreats can be found at
www.dailybreadyoga.wordpress.com.

Save the date: Saturday February 24th
Join us for a fun filled evening of Trivia, Dinner and Prizes. This is not your average Jeopardy game, instead,
grab a team of up to six people, or show up and join a team to showcase your knowledge. You'll work together
to answer five rounds of trivia questions at your table. The team with the most winning answers will win gift
cards!
A light complimentary dinner will be served during the competition. Free childcare is available. Please RSVP to
Rachel Denzin at rdenzin@wesleyui.org if childcare is needed.
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Campus Ministry
Friday, February 2nd, 11:00 a.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch with friends. It’s a great way to celebrate
the end of the week and the start of your weekend.
12:00 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Friday)
Venture Bible Study – Join Pastor Miriam as we explore the New Testament and relate those stories to life as a
student. Bring your lunch or grab something to eat in the Etc. Coffeehouse and meet us in the lounge as we
share in conversation and grow together in faith.
3:00-4:00 p.m., Conference Room (and every Friday)
ESL Class - We welcome beginners through advanced students as we practice English and learn about American
culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (and every Friday)
International Coffeehouse - International and domestic students, along with visiting scholars and community
members, are invited to join us for coffee, snacks and conversation as we practice English, make new friends
and learn about each other's cultures.
Sunday, February 4th, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary and Great Hall (and Feb. 18th and 25th)
Traditional and contemporary Sunday worship services, respectively.
Tuesday, February 6th, 8:30 p.m., Student Lounge (and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study - Make connections with others across disciplines and share great conversation around
books. Questions? Email Michael Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, February 7th, 7:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge (and every Wednesday)
Midweek Worship – Students are invited to join us for casual worship each week as we explore faith, deepen
friendships, and take time to connect with one another and with God.
Sunday, February 11th, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Peace with Justice Sunday – special guest speaker and potluck meal.
Tuesday, February 13th, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Just $5.00 for pancakes and all the toppings! Bring friends and join us for
this annual tradition in the coffeehouse.
Wednesday, February 14th, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday Service at Midweek – Join us in the Sanctuary for a quiet and reflective service as we begin the
observance of the season of Lent.
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Take Action
Wesley Mission Team will visit new Civil Rights Museum

Join the Wesley intergenerational work trip March 18th through 24th. Anyone currently in high school or older is
welcome to join and no construction skills are required. Our group will help to build a Habitat home in
Jonestown, Mississippi and will also visit the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. Jonestown is
located in the economically ravaged and culturally rich Mississippi Delta - the place where so many great blues
musicians originated.
Due to the generous donations of the congregation the guaranteed cost of the trip is $250 or less considerably below that of recent years. Fees include all transportation, meals while traveling and in Memphis,
and the Habitat fee. Anyone who is currently in high school or older is welcome to join us on the trip and no
construction skills are required.
We would like to have everyone registered for the trip by Sunday February 18th, but we will take participants
up to the time of departure. For more information contact John Spurgeon by phone at 217-344-6981 or email at
jaspurgeon@aol.com
This mission trip changes the lives of the people we serve and encounter in Mississippi and everyone who
participates.
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Lenten Offering
The Social Action Ministry team has selected two recipients for this year’s Lenten Offering: the Our
Conference, Our Kids initiative and The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC).
Our Conference, Our Kids is a United Methodist Church Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) initiative to
establish an endowment for the spiritual life programs at each of the conference’s five child welfare agencies.
The goal is to raise $2.5 million over three years to support the Chaplains at all five homes indefinitely. The
recipients include The Baby Fold (Normal), Chaddock School (Quincy), Cunningham Children’s Home (Urbana),
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House (East St. Louis), and Spero Family Services (Mt. Vernon). For more
information please see the IGRC website: www.igrc.org/ocok.
The SPLC monitors hate groups throughout the US, teaches tolerance, and seeks justice for victims of
systematic bigotry and discrimination. They have been instrumental in exposing hate groups to the media and
law enforcement, as well as winning many court cases over the past four decades to advocate for racial
equality. Donations will help expose and fight the hate that remains in the United States. For more information
please see the SPLC website: www.splcenter.org.
The Social Action Ministry team asks you to prayerfully consider making a special offering this Lenten Season
to support one of these worthwhile organizations. Checks may be made out to Wesley UMC and designated for
the Lenten Offering.

New Lenten Book Study begins Thursday February 15th at 10:15 a.m.
Join Pastor Miriam and Wesley friends for a 6-week discussion of Brian Zahnd's new book, “Sinners in the
Hands of a Loving God: The Scandalous Truth of the Very Good News”. The group will gather on Thursdays
February 15th - March 22nd at 10:15 am in the Conference Room. All are invited to join. Books will be available
in the Center Office for purchase ($10) by January 28th. In this book, Zahnd asks important questions like: Is
seeing God primarily as wrathful toward sinners true or biblical? Is fearing God a normal expected behavior? And
where might the natural implications of this theological framework lead us? Walter Brueggemann says this,
"Brian Zahnd walks boldly into the violent propensity of so much Christian theology and preaching that has
wounded so many people... and invites to an alternative that is grounded... in the reality of Jesus who embodies
the inexplicable love of God that passes all human understanding." Adam Hamilton says, "If you've ever struggled
with the violence attributed to God in Scripture, or the angry and vengeful images of God sometimes taught in
Christian circles, this book will speak to you."
Join us this Lent for this important discussion. Contact: Pastor Miriam (msnider@wesleyui.org)
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Children’s and Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
First Sunday Infant – 6 years

Children’s Sunday School
3 year olds – 1st Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B, after the children have attended the first
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Ms. Rachel and Mr. Brad teach this class.
2nd grade – 5th Grade meets from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after the children have attended the first
fifteen minutes of church with their families. Sylvia Maehr teaches this class.
Reminder – No Sunday School Classes the First Sunday of each Month
This allows children a chance to attend an entire worship service with their families. Childcare is provided for
children up to 6 years of age in the Nursery.

Youth Ministry
Junior High – No Sunday School classes this school year. Junior High students are encouraged to attend
worship with their families.

Complementary babysitting for Wesley families
The spring semester babysitting dates are:
•
•
•
•

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

February 3rd
March 3rd
April 7th
May 5th

Babysitting is from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Games, movies and dinner are provided.
Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at: 217-621-6984
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Food Pantry News
Feeding our furry friends
The operations team at the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center decided that instead of giving gifts to each
other for Christmas, they would donate to a local charity. A Wesley Church member submitted the name of the
Wesley Food Pantry for their consideration and the food pantry was picked.
The APCC operations team made a $160 donation. As luck would have it, the Eastern Illinois Foodbank had dog
food available. We ordered a pallet of dog food and distributed it in early January. Our pantry clients were
overjoyed. One client hugged Dawn when she told her she was getting a 38 pound bag. Another client started
clapping when Katie told her we had dog food available. The pantry clients pictured below could not stop smiling
as they walked out with their dog food.
Studies show that owning a dog has many benefits including less depression for dog owners, the promotion of
physical activity, stress reduction, prevention of allergies in kids and the addition of meaning and purpose. We
are thrilled to have been able to provide dog food for our clients this month. Thank You APCC!

Wesley Food Pantry is a member agency of the Midwest Food Bank
We are excited to announce that Wesley Food Pantry is now a member agency of the Midwest Food Bank in
Bloomington, IL. Midwest Food Bank is a faith-based organization whose mission is to alleviate food insecurity and
poverty by gathering and distributing food donations. Midwest Food Bank distributes the food at no cost to its
member agencies. In other words, the food is free.
This January we picked up our first load of food. We did not know how much we would get or what the quality
would be. We picked up over 800 pounds of food. We were very pleased with the variety and quality of the food
provided. This new partnership will help to keep Pantry food costs low while maintaining a high standard of quality
in the food we distribute.
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MLK Day of Service at Parkland College
For the fourth straight year, Wesley Food Pantry in cooperation with
Parkland College, facilitated a day of service in honor Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day.
This year almost 40 volunteers, mostly children with their parents, gathered
to repack 2,000 pounds of rice and beans. These packages will be
distributed to families in need visiting the Parkland Pantry.

Featured Volunteer Group
Alpha Omicron Pi
AOP is a women’s fraternity on the U of I
campus. Their philanthropy chair contacted us
about setting up a day of service for their
group. They enthusiastically volunteered for a
shift in December. It was lovely to see their
comaraderie and sisterhood as they helped
others.

Community Days Fundraiser March 1st – 3rd
The Wesley Food Pantry is once again participating in Bergener’s Community Days fundraising event.
Community Days coupon booklets are just $5 each AND we get to keep 100% of the proceeds. The booklet has over
$500 in coupons, including a $10 off any item coupon and 30% off any single item coupon. They really do have
some amazing deals at this storewide event.
You can buy the coupon booklets from Susan Haney or Katie Thomas directly. The booklets will also be sold during
coffee hour on Sundays.

$5,000 grant awarded to the Wesley Food Pantry
The Fellheimer Trust of the Wesley United Methodist Church in Macomb, IL awarded the Wesley
Food Pantry $5,000 to be used towards the cost of the pantry HVAC system. We are very
grateful for this grant as the Fellheimer Trust committee is very selective.

Holiday Food Drives
Thank you to Parkland College’s Make a Difference Week and University of Illinois’ National Center for
Supercomputing Applications for hosting food drives in December benefiting the food pantry. Collectively these
two groups gathered nearly 150 pounds of food.
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Birthday wishes, special honors and memorials
Do you have a hard time thinking of what to give someone for her or his birthday? We suggest making a donation
to the Food Bank in their honor. We will send a handwritten note wishing them a Happy Birthday and informing
them of your generous gift in their name.

December Numbers

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 5:00 for resources
Student Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m. First Monday of each month

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
First and third Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon

Project READ
Project READ and Wesley Food Pantry provide free tutoring for adults in reading, basic mathematics or ESL
series on Thursdays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge.
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Chinese Ministry
Chinese New Year and Lantern Festival Celebration Saturday March 3rd
5:30 p.m. in the Great Hall
The Lantern Festival traditionally marks the end of the Chinese New Year. Many Asian nations including Japan,
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia host their own versions of the festival. The Great Hall will be
the setting for our own celebration. From 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. there will be a potluck meal provided and traditional
Chinese festival food, featuring the traditional dessert Yuanxiao.
A performance of Chinese traditional folk music and dance will follow from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.
This event will be a fundraiser for the Chinese Ministry at Wesley, so please mark you calendars and reserve the
time!

Interested in hosting alumni during April reunion weekend?
The Wesley Foundation Advancement Committee seeks people who can host visiting alumni for one or two
evenings during Friday April 20 and Saturday April 21, 2018, the dates of the annual Foundation
Corporation/reunion/Legacy Circle weekend. It’s anticipated that most alumni returning will be from the
graduation class range of 2003-2017, as the reunion honored guests that weekend will be our former Campus
Minister, Rev. Rob Kirby and our current Campus Minister, Rev. Julie Dowler.
The reunion will offer free early and walk-up registration and events for all participants during the weekend.
Overnight accommodations in volunteers’ homes, with alumni matched to volunteers’ capabilities in
accommodation, can provide alumni with an alternative to the cost of hotel stays.
Of course, all Wesley people are invited to participate in all or part of our special weekend, so volunteer hosts
are more than welcome to join alumni for the free weekend food and events that include a Saturday noon
brunch, snacks in the Wesley coffeehouse, and the Sunday noon box lunch before Corporation meeting. There
will also be a food packaging event and a Midweek-style worship service.
To indicate your interest in volunteering your home during Corporation Weekend, please fill out a short
online form to indicate any criteria or limits you have in number and availability of your hospitality during
April 20-22. Go to https://goo.gl/yLyiCZ to volunteer.
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Announcements
Wesley Member Kay Romans has new address. You can direct your cards and letters to:
Kay Romans
4790 Robbins St.
San Diego, CA 92122

Sympathy
To Dee Breeding and family at the death of her brother, Robert Barton “Bart” Wright, who died on Monday,
January 8th at the age of 61. He lived in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
To Phillip Kesler and family at the dead of his mother and long time Wesley Member, Mary Ann Kesler, on
Wednesday, January 3rd.
To Helen Woods and family at the death of her son, Jeffrey, who died on Tuesday, January 2nd at the age of
61. He lived in Greenwood, Indiana. A Memorial Service is scheduled for Saturday, February 10th at 2pm in
Wesley Sanctuary with a reception following in the West Lounge.
To our full-time Custodian, Steve Faust and family, at the death of his father, Clarence Faust, on Tuesday,
December 26th. He was 92 years old.

Thank You!
To all who contributed to the love gift for Wesley Staff and for the cards and treats. Your generosity is
appreciated.

Congratulations!
are in order for Wesley member and former Peer Minister, Margaret Camp-Blair, on her engagement to Keagan
McClelland. They plan to be married on April 6th, 2018 in Boulder, Colorado.
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Wesley Staff

Staff, continued

Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede

Property Manager
Richard Young

Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler

Full-time Custodian
Steve Faust

Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider

Part-time Custodian
Chris Livesay

Director of Contemporary
Worship and Music
Dr. Kerrith Livengood

Weekend Custodians
Richard & Elizabeth Young

Director of Christian Education
and Youth
Rachel Denzin

Campus Ministry

Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu Smith
Organist
Michael Schmidt
Director of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Children’s Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Rachel Wolfe
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Director of Communications
Bruce Adams

Sunday, February 4th, 9:30 a.m.
Sanctuary and Great Hall
Communion Sunday
Wesley Traditional Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday, February 11th
Peace with Justice Combined
Service 10:30 a.m. Great Hall
Potluck and discussion follows.
Tue. February 6 th, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge
(and every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study
Graduate students and young adults meet
every Tuesday in the Student Lounge to
make connections with others across
disciplines and to share great conversation
around our book study. Questions? Email
Michael Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wed. February 7th, 7:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge
(and every Wednesday)
Midweek Worship
Students are invited to join us for casual
worship each week as we explore faith,
deepen friendships, and take time to
connect with one another and with God.

Fri. February 2 nd, 11:00 a.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
(and every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch
Join us in the coffeehouse for lunch
with friends. It’s a great way to
celebrate the end of the week and
the start of your weekend!
12:00 p.m.
Student Lounge
(every Friday)
Venture Bible Study
Join Pastor Miriam as we explore
Bible stories and relate them to life as
a student. Bring your lunch or grab
something to eat in the Etc.
Coffeehouse and meet us in the
lounge.
3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room
(every Friday)
ESL Class
We welcome beginners through
advanced students as we practice
English and learn about American
culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
(every Friday)
International Coffeehouse
International and domestic students,
along with visiting scholars and
community members, are invited to
join us for coffee, snacks and
conversation as we practice English,
make new friends and learn about
each other's cultures.

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church
School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m. Children and Adult
Education Classes

