Wesley Fall Seminar
Sunday, October 8th, 2 p.m.
Watseka Lounge
In last month’s Spire, we wrote
about the state of incarceration in
the U.S. This month, the effects of
incarceration on offenders’ children
and families will be addressed.
The impact of imprisonment on
offenders’ families is significant.
Anyone familiar with the U.S. criminal
system has likely heard the
expression “When a person gets
sentenced to prison, the whole family
serves the time.” In this country,
many families are serving the time.
Prisoners’ families are a
heterogeneous group. The vast
majority of the research literature
reflects the heterosexual, nuclear
family unit, usually consisting of an
incarcerated father, a nonincarcerated mother, and young
children. However, the number of
women in prison and their
percentage of the incarcerated
population have both been growing.

The criminal justice system has
tended to focus on offenders as
individuals, while ignoring their
families. When fathers are
incarcerated, the majority of their
children remain in the care of their
mothers. Maternal incarceration
can be especially hard on a child,
because mothers are more likely to
have been a primary caregiver.
When a mother is incarcerated,
children often experience multiple
placements. Mothers in prison are
five times as likely as men to report
having their children placed in a
foster home.
More than five million children (7% of
all U.S. children) have had at least one
parent in prison at one time or
another. This proportion is higher
among black, poor, and rural children.
About twice as high a percentage of
black children (1 in 9) as white
children (1 in 17) have experienced
parental incarceration. Children living
in poverty are more than three times
as likely to have experienced the
incarceration of a parent as children
in families with incomes at least twice
the poverty level.
Research has found connections
between parental incarceration and
childhood health problems,
behavior problems, and grade
retention. It has also been linked to
poor mental and physical health in
adulthood. Studies have shown
that parental incarceration is

associated with a higher number of
other major, potentially traumatic
life events/stressors that are most
damaging when they are
cumulative, such as witnessing
domestic violence, living with a
person who is mentally ill or
suicidal, and other negative
circumstances. Parental
incarceration is also associated with
more emotional difficulties, low
school engagement, and less
parental monitoring as adolescents.
Among children who ever had an
incarcerated parent, more than half
have lived with someone who had a
substance abuse problem, nearly 3
in 5 have experienced parental
divorce or separation, more than
one-third have witnessed violence
between their parents or guardians,
and one-third have witnessed or
experienced violence in their
neighborhood. More than one in
four have lived with someone who
was mentally ill or suicidal, and
nearly 1 in 10 have experienced the
death of a parent.
Children of incarcerated parents are
among the most at-risk, yet least
visible, populations of children for a
host of negative consequences,
particularly with respect to
emotional and behavioral factors,
physical care, and custody and
contact with the parents. A
significant proportion of individuals
who have experienced the
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incarceration of a parent or
romantic partner have themselves
been incarcerated, and many have
other family members and people in
their social networks embedded in
the criminal justice system. The
power of other institutions–such as
schools, churches, and the
government–as socializing forces
becomes blunted for these families
through their absorption into the
correctional system.
The rate of divorce among married
inmates is extremely high; almost
half of all inmates lose contact with
their families during their
incarceration. These families face
significant financial hardships,
leaving many living in poverty,
which increases their risk for a
multitude of other problems
(academic, occupational, health,
crime, etc.). Family members
experience a significant sense of
loss when a family member
becomes incarcerated, yet this form
of loss is not socially validated.
Thus, these families may not be able
to express their grief in a healthy
manner. The social stigma of
imprisonment is a recurrent theme
observed by researchers. In an
effort to avoid perceived or actual
threat, they may attempt to keep
their situation secret, which serves
to further limit access to support.
Although these children of
incarcerated parents have been
found to be at increased risk of
incarceration and other poor
outcomes, there are very few
interventions in place to minimize
this risk. Recent research
demonstrating the positive social
implications of fostering healthy
family relationships among inmates
and their families has led to the
implementation of some
intervention programs, both in
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correctional facilities and in the
community. However, these
programs are scarce.
Plan to come to the Wesley Fall
Seminar on October 8th to hear
more about these issues. Bring a
friend! This event is open and for
the community.
The panel speakers will be:
• Rebecca Ginsburg, Associate
Professor, U of I College of
Education and Director of the U
of I Education Justice Program
• Andrew D. Leipold, Professor of
Criminal Law, U of I College of
Law
• Marlon Mitchell, U of I
graduate student; I-STEM
Graduate Research Assistant;
and co-organizer of First
Followers, a reentry program
for ex-offenders in Champaign
County
• Honorable Brett N. Olmstead,
Associate Judge, Champaign
County
• Emmett Sanders, local chef
This seminar is sponsored by the
Wesley United Methodist Women.

Suggested Reads on
Incarceration in America
Locked In: The True Causes of Mass
Incarceration–and How to Achieve
Real Reform by John Pfaff
The Enchanted: A Novel by Rene
Denfeld
Locking Up Our Own: Crime and
Punishment in Black America by
James Forman Jr.
The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of

Colorblindness by Michelle
Alexander
From the War on Poverty to the
War on Crime: The Making of
Mass Incarceration in America by
Elizabeth Hinton
The War on Cops: How the New
Attack on Law and Order Makes
Everyone Less Safe by Heather Mac
Donald
Doing Time Together: Love and
Family in the Shadow of the Prison
by Megan Comfort
Becoming Ms. Burton: From Prison
to Recovery to Leading the Fight for
Incarcerated Women by Susan
Burton and Cari Lynn
Anatomy of Innocence:
Testimonies of the Wrongfully
Convicted by Laura Caldwell and
Leslie S. Klinger
The Prison Wives Diary by Theresa
Zollicoffer
Captive Nation: Black Prison
Organizing in the Civil Rights Era
(Justice, Power, and Politics) by Dan
Berger
No Mercy Here: Gender,
Punishment, and the Making of Jim
Crow Modernity by Sarah Haley
Breaking Women: Gender, Race,
and the New Politics of
Imprisonment by Jill A. McCorkel
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson
American Corrections: Concepts
and Controversies by Barry A.
Krisberg, Susan Marchionna, and
Christopher Hartney
Blind Injustice: A Former
Prosecutor Exposes the Psychology
and Politics of Wrongful
Convictions by Mark Godsey
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Grow at Wesley
Progressive Bible Study
Wednesdays, Oct. 18th, Nov. 8th,
and Dec. 13th at 7 p.m.
Pastor Ann’s farm

Jesus, and the Book of James from
the New Testament.

Retired Wesley Pastor, Ann
Spurgeon, has chosen two engaging
reads for the Progressive Bible
Study this year. This study meets
once a month on a Wednesday
evening at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Ann's
farm. All are welcome! Bible Study
dates this fall noted above. Email
Ann Spurgeon (ASpurg@aol.com)
for more information and directors
to her home.

Thursdays, Dec. 7th – 21st
10:15 a.m.
Conference Room
This Advent we will be reading and
discussing a short book of
reflections called Why This Jubilee?
Advent Reflections on Songs of the
Seasons by James C. Howell. It will
be a short 3-week discussion
revisiting the familiar songs of the
season.

Moses: In the Footsteps of
the Reluctant Prophet
Thursdays, Oct. 12th – Nov. 30th
10:15 a.m.
Conference Room

The two books
chosen for this
year's study
include: The Islamic Jesus: How
the King of the Jews Became a
Prophet of the Muslims by Mustafa
Akyol and A Short History of Myth
by Karen Armstrong.
Author Mustafa Akyol is a regular
columnist for The New York Times:
International. His 2011 book, Islam
without Extremes: A Muslim Case
for Liberty has been made into a
Ted.com talk. This book starts with
the New Testament of James and its
similarities to the teachings of the
Qur'an. For the first class
participants will want to read the
intro in Akyol's book, The Islamic

Advent Book Study: Why
This Jubilee? Advent
Reflections on Songs of the
Season

Books will be available for purchase
in the Center Office by Nov. 19th.

This fall we’ll begin a 6-week videodriven study by writer and pastor
Adam Hamilton. Hamilton will take
us on a journey through the sites of
Moses’ life from the Nile River to
the Red Sea, from Mt. Sinai to the
wilderness. We’ll come to know the
life of Moses and see how his story
speaks to our lives today. Books will
be available in the Center Office for
$10 by October 1st.
We’ll focus on chapter 1 at the first
session. It helps for discussion for
participants to come already having
read it. Invite a friend and join us.

October is Clergy
Appreciation Month
We encourage you to let Pastors
Dan, Miriam, and Julie know how
much their ministry is
appreciated. And, remember to
include in this appreciation the
retired ministers in our
congregation, Don Houts, Paul
Unger, Don Walden, and Ann
Spurgeon.
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Gentler Beginning Yoga
Oct. 23rd – Nov. 20th, 7 p.m.
West Lounge
You’ll be invited to learn about and
gain confidence in the spiritual
practice of yoga instructed by Rachel
of Daily Bread Yoga. Registration is
requested.
Questions? Register? Contact
Rachel, dailybreadyoga@gmail.com
The entire Daily Bread Yoga
schedule of classes can be found at
http://dailybreadyoga.wordpress.co
m
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Breakfast Book Club
Join fellow early risers (or those
highly caffeinated) at Espresso
Royale, 1411 S. Neil Street,
Champaign, on Thursday mornings
from 7:15 a.m.-8 a.m. for book or
lectionary discussion, fellowship
and tasty treats. For questions,
contact Elaine at
elaine.bearden@gmail.com.

Green Team Summit
October 15th
Wesley Green Team invites you to
attend Faith in Place's Green Team
Summit on Sunday, October 15th at
the Field Museum in Chicago. Join
hundreds of people of diverse faiths
for an action-packed day of
workshops and speakers about
climate justice. The bus ride, the
event, and even lunch is FREE! Info
and registration here:
https://www.faithinplace.org/getinvolved/green-team-summit
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Take Action
University of Illinois and Cocoordinator of the First
Presbyterian Church of Urbana‘s
Earth Care Team, discussing the
experience of installing solar
panels and a geothermal system
to both heat and cool his home.

Acting Locally to Respond
to the Climate Crisis,
October 2nd, 7 p.m.
As the Trump administration
abandons earlier commitments to
address the climate crisis at the
federal level, it is more important
than ever to consider actions we
can take locally to reduce our
carbon footprints and promote
responsible public policy. Join us
Monday evening, October 2nd at
7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge for a
lively discussion about how some of
our neighbors are addressing
climate change.

• Rev. Cindy Shepherd, Faith in
Place Central Illinois Outreach
Director, discussing mobilizing
strategies for achieving the
greenhouse gas reduction
targets of the Paris Climate
Agreement.
• Rebecca Laurent, U of I student
organizer with iMatter, a youth
movement for climate action at
the local level.
Sponsored by Wesley’s Green Team

• Andy Robinson of the U of I’s
Smart Energy Design Assistance
Center and member of the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Urbana-Champaign’s Green
Team, discussing how to
measure and reduce our
personal carbon footprints and
the Unitarian Universalist
Church’s recent experience
installing solar panels.
• O. David Sherwood, Professor
Emeritus of Physiology at the

This year’s walk is on October 8th,
but it’s not too late to donate!
It’s also not too late to sign up as a
walker. Just note that the walk will
be the same day and time as the
Wesley Fall Seminar on the subject
of incarceration.
Find out more about CROP or the
local walk at
crophungerwalk.org/champaignil.
Donate there just by clicking on the
big “Donate” button, then searching
for the Wesley team. If there’s a
specific walker you want to support,
you can do that too.
Even more direct, go to the Wesley
page on the CROP site, where you
can donate or sign up to walk:
crophungerwalk.org/champaignil/T
eam/View/48234/WesleyUI

Speakers will include:
• Pam Richart of the Eco-Justice
Collaborative, discussing
opportunities presented by the
recently passed Future Energy
Jobs Act.

Foodbank. The other 75% will go to
the global humanitarian work of
Church World Service.

Seeking Donors & Walkers
Oct. 8th CROP Hunger Walk
Wesley Church has played a
significant role in the ChampaignUrbana CROP Hunger Walk for
many years, raising generous
donations to alleviate poverty
worldwide, as well as locally. Just
since 2009, the church has raised an
average of about $4,000 each year
and involved an average of 17
walkers and volunteers.
Also important: 25% of the funds
raised this year will benefit Wesley
Food Pantry, Daily Bread Soup
Kitchen, and Eastern Illinois

OR look for the CROP table on
Sundays during coffee hour, staffed
by members of the Social Action
Ministry. (Checks made payable to
CWS/CROP can be turned in there.)
SAM is taking over from Anthony
Stauder, who has been the team
leader for Wesley’s effort for the
past eight years, which has raised
over $32,000 during that time.
Anthony is this year’s cocoordinator of the ChampaignUrbana CROP Hunger Walk, and
we’d like to continue his example.
So please help us maintain our
strong commitment to helping this
worthwhile cause.
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 6 years

Reminder – No Sunday School
Classes the 1st Sunday of each
Month
This allows children a chance to
attend an entire worship service
with their families. Childcare is
provided for children up to 6 years
of age in the Nursery.

Children’s Sunday School
3 year olds – 3rd Grade meets from
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 127B,
after the children have attended the
first fifteen minutes of church with
their families. Ms. Rachel and Mr.
Brad teach this class.
3rd grade – 5th Grade meets from
9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 124 after
the children have attended the first
fifteen minutes of church with their
families. Sylvia Maehr teaches this
class.

Youth Ministry
Junior High meets the 2nd – 5th
Sundays from 9:30-10:45 a.m. in the
Conference Room. The youth will
study the scripture, while also going
to Starbucks to grab a favorite
drink!

United Methodist Women
UMW October 4th
Program & Salad Potluck

All are invited to join us in
welcoming Pam Socie, the Iroquois
River District Representative to
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
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House, a UMW-supported mission.
We will meet in the West Lounge,
October 4th at 9:30 a.m. with a
salad potluck to follow.

Wesley Evening Babysitting
–For Wesley Families Only
The Education Committee is hosting
free babysitting on Saturdays,
October 7th, November 4th, and
December 2nd from 4-7 p.m. in
Rooms 127 A & B. Dinner and
entertainment will be provided.
Please RSVP to Rachel Denzin at
217-621-6984 or
maehr@wesleyui.org.
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Announcements

Meg Thanks Wesley
Meg Rauschenberger, our Parish
Nurse, sends a hearty thank you to
all of Wesley. Prayers and cards
have brought steady healing and
she will be back to work by the end
of the month.

Volunteers Needed
Saturday, November 4th
9 a.m.–Noon
Please contact Donna Giffen at
donna@wesleyui.org or call 217344-1120 if you are available to help
with the fall yard cleanup. If you
have rakes and/or work gloves,
please bring them. Pizza will be
served at Noon in appreciation for
all of your hard work!

Mark Your Calendar for Our
Next Mission Trip
The next Mississippi Mission Trip
will be March 18-24, 2018. Put it on
your calendars now and join us next
spring for another great mission
experience!

Money Counters Needed

A big THANK YOU to the following
who helped with Wesley's turn in
providing Meals on Wheels to folks
in Urbana for 2 weeks in
September: Bev and Michael
Ujcich; Sharon Harkness; Dick and
Jean Flood; Sue Kiddoo; and Yvette
and Bob Long. Thanks especially to
Bev, for helping both weeks!! Also
needing thanks were our helpers
who were on standby if we needed
them: Myrna Smith; Ernie and Lois
Gullerud; and Sue Kiddoo.

If you would like to volunteer to
count the offering on Monday
mornings at 9:30 a.m., please
contact Meridee Dornhoff at (217)
356-3498. Thank you!

Save the Date!
Storytelling Fundraiser for
Pantry, December 2nd
There will be a storytelling
fundraiser benefitting the Wesley
Food Pantry on the evening of
Saturday, December 2nd at Wesley,
sponsored by the C-U Storytelling
Guild and Wesley’s Social Action
Ministry. More details to follow in
the November Spire!

If any of you would like to join us in
this outreach next time, please
contact Jane McCulley.
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Food Pantry News

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 5:00 for resources
Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
1st Monday of each month

Please clearly mark your checks or
cash donations as “Pantry A/C” and
all money raised due to this special
fundraiser will be used to help
purchase the HVAC system for our
pantry rooms. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!
Katie Thomas conducting a
Jones Family Garden tour.

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon

325 lbs.
harvested!

Pantry Garden Diary
The pantry has entertained a number
of visitors this month–Monsanto
representatives, the Illinois
Commission on the Elimination of
Poverty, legislative representatives,
even Pastor Julie Dowler’s mom!
Everyone has had a chance to hear
about the garden project and have a
look at our thriving produce.
Everyone that takes a look wants to
share information about the ease of
setup and location of materials so
other organizations can give this a try
next year.
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Air Conditioning Matching
Challenge!
The Wesley Food Pantry Board
members are issuing a $1,500
Matching Challenge to all food
pantry supporters! The pantry
rooms are in need of an HVAC
system to help keep our volunteers
and clients cool and comfortable
during hot summer days, and to
help extend the shelf life of some
foods. This past summer we had
many volunteers and clients note
how muggy and uncomfortable the
rooms were.
We are asking all of our awesome
donors to consider making an
additional contribution, beyond
your regular donations, to help the
food pantry fund this project. A gift
made through the end of November
will have DOUBLE the impact! Even
better, it will help us to show that
we have some local support already
in the grant applications we are
submitting to help pay for the A/C!

Benefit Concert Recap
On Saturday, September 9th, we had
a wonderful concert at Wesley
United Methodist Church to benefit
the Wesley Food Pantry. Pantry
staff Katie Thomas and Dawn
Longfellow were there, as well as
numerous other music lovers as we
raised $430 for the pantry, or 66
bags of groceries!
Our musical artists were Kyle
Bartholomew Shaw, organist and
composer, and Keven Lewis,
trumpet, who will both receive their
Doctor of Musical Arts degrees in
May 2018. Among the
compositions played was the World
Premier of Kyle's prestigious Barlow
Endowment for Music Composition
piece Esurivi enim, which is based
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upon the Bible verses in Matthew
where Jesus tells his followers that
whenever they had fed, gave a drink
to, sheltered, clothed, nursed, or
visited someone in prison, it was
the same as if they had done these
things for Jesus.
The movements played were:
V. Esurivi enim (I was hungry)
VI. et dedistis mihi manducare
(and you gave me food)

The Spire

For the third year in a row, the
Monsanto Fund awarded the
Wesley Food Pantry a grant.
Representatives from Monsanto
presented the pantry board with a
$5,000 check at our September
meeting. Thank you Monsanto for
your continued support!

VII. sitivi (I was thirsty)
VIII. et dedistis mihi bibere (and
you gave me drink)
We were thrilled to have these
premiered as a fundraiser for the
pantry, as that is our mission–to
give food and drink to our foodinsecure neighbors. It was a
beautiful gift from Kyle and Keven,
two incredibly talented musicians.
Thank you so much!

Pantry Board, staff, & Monsanto representatives

Church of Latter Day Saints
Humanitarian Aid Donation
Keven Lewis & Kyle Bartholomew Shaw

If you missed the concert, both Kyle
and Keven Facebooked it, and you
can find the concert video posted
on their Facebook pages, which you
can access by “Ctrl+Click” to follow
the links earlier in this article. Next
time we have a benefit concert, the
pantry will have to Facebook live it,
and as Kyle and Keven suggested,
insert a donation button!

The Wesley Evening Pantry received
a very generous donation of $1,000
worth of goods from the Church of
Latter-Day Saints. Special thanks to
Jennifer Kirwan who started the
process back in December as well as
Ryan Larsen and Ross Wagstaff who
picked up the donation from
Indianapolis. We chose items that
are often not available to us from
the Eastern Illinois Foodbank: black
beans, baking powder, cooking oil,
raisins, vinegar, and toilet paper.
These items were very popular with
our clients!

Pantry & Eastern Illinois
Foodbank Host Meeting
On Thursday, September 14th, the
Wesley Food Pantry and Eastern
Illinois Foodbank hosted the
Heartland Alliance and the Illinois
Commission on the Elimination of
Poverty for lunch and an interactive
discussion about food insecurity on
college campuses.
In attendance that day were
representatives from various state
departments and commissions, as
well as from the governor’s office.
Dawn Longfellow and Katie Thomas
gave the group a tour of the food
pantry and our garden. We spoke
to the group about our student-only
hours, our work at Parkland College
and our discussions with students
using the food pantry.
Pastor Julie Dowler was also in
attendance and was able to
highlight the success of our Campus
Ministry programs Friday with
Friends lunch and Illini Fighting
Hunger. The food pantry staff and
board members spoke passionately
about the work we do, put a
spotlight on food insecurity among
college students, and urged that
more should be done to address
food insecurity generally.
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A Busy Month of
Recruitment & Advocacy
Some of the participants from the EIF-WFP sponsored meeting on campus food insecurity.

Birthday Wishes, Special
Honors, & Memorials
The pantry has had no special gifts
over the past month. If you’d like to
honor someone, remember a
special event, or pay tribute to
someone with a memorial, we’d
love to have your support! Or
maybe designate it also as a
matching donation for our A/C?

10 | Page

Nursing Connection
The Wesley Pantry at Parkland
College has had the pleasure of
being a part of the Community
Health Nursing Class. As a
requirement of the class, students
volunteer at select organizations
and provide observations on the
skills they used. The future nurses
have been valuable volunteers over
a few very busy weeks in August
and September. One week, retired
nurse and Parkland nursing program
graduate, Pam Campbell, visited the
pantry for the first time. She was
excited to meet nursing student
volunteer Kristina Davis. The two
spent some time together
reminiscing about Parkland and
Pam offered some career advice to
Kristina. What a fortuitous match!

This back-to-school season brought
with it many opportunities for the
pantry to recruit new volunteers
and tell people about what we do.
The Wesley Food Pantry student
organization enjoyed a beautiful
Sunday afternoon outside talking
about the pantry this Quad Day,
August 27th. With a huge list of
interested students from that event,
the RSO executive board is hopeful
to have an active year of advocacy
and fundraising.
Katie Thomas represented the
pantry and talked with new possible
volunteers at the LGBTQ Welcome
Reception at the Illini Union, August
30th and the Parkland Volunteer
Fair, September 6th. We look
forward to seeing new faces this
year as a result of this outreach.
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Campus Ministry
Coffeehouse at 7:00 p.m. to chat and
catch up, then move to the West
Lounge for worship and prayer;
music; a brief message; and
communion (optional). It's a great
pick-me-up for the rest of your week!

p.m. (please bring your ID). In
addition, you are welcome to
Wesley's pantry any Thursday night,
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. If you live close
to Parkland College, we also have
food assistance there every
Wednesday, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
and the 1st and 3rd Saturdays, from
10 a.m.-noon. Share this info to
help someone else!

Friday with Friends Lunch
Students, faculty, and members of
the campus community are invited
to join us each week for our Friday
with Friends Lunch! Gather with
friends, new and old, in the Etc.
Coffeehouse between 11:00 a.m.1:30 p.m. for a variety of soups,
sandwiches, and other tasty treats.
Great food and great conversation…
it’s a great way to celebrate the end
of the week!

Venture Bible Study
Pastor Miriam leads this Bible study
every Friday at noon in the Student
Lounge. All students are welcome
to join us as we explore Bible basics,
stories from the Old and New
Testaments, and how these words
continue to shape and transform
our lives today. Feel free to bring
your lunch or grab food in the Etc.
Coffeehouse, and join us as we
share in meaningful conversation &
grow together in faith!

Midweek Worship
Students are invited to join us every
Wednesday for casual, progressive,
and inclusive worship as we explore
faith, deepen friendships, and take
time to connect with each other and
God. We gather in the Etc.

ESL & International
Coffeehouse
American & international students,
visiting scholars, Wesley members &
community friends are invited to
join us each week as we practice
English, make new friends, and
learn about one another’s cultures.
Our ESL class meets in the
conference room from 3:00-4:00
p.m., followed by our International
Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Come share coffee & snacks as we
sit where the world gathers around
our table!

Student-Only Food
Assistance
Let’s get real–we all need a helping
hand sometimes! Are you
occasionally short on cash or have a
reaaaally small budget for food? If
so, temporary food assistance might
be just the thing to help you out.
Students are welcome at the
Wesley student-only pantry the 1st
Monday of each month, from 3-5

Grad Student Book Study
Graduate students and young adults
are invited to meet every Tuesday in
the Student Lounge for fellowship
and conversation around our book
study. We’re currently reading Tom
Long’s What Shall We Say?: Evil,
Suffering, and the Crisis of Faith.
Books are available for $10 in
Wesley’s Center Office. Questions?
Email Michael Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.

Halloween Movie Night
Grab some friends and join us for a
frightfully-fun night, Monday,
October 30th, at 7:00 p.m., as we
celebrate the eve of All Hallows’
Eve! We'll gather in the decorated
Wesley Theater for themed snacks
and a spooktacular double-feature
you won't want to miss! (Must be
18 or older to attend.)
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Dr. Kerrith Livengood
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Denzin
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu Smith
Organist
Michael Schmidt
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Children’s Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Rachel Wolfe
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Director of Communications
Dr. Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Tudor Miron
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Loeuy Kim
Part-time Custodians
Steve Faust, Chris Livesay
Weekend Custodians
Richard & Elizabeth Young

Campus Ministry
Sunday, October 1st, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Great Hall (& every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Tuesday, October 3rd, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study – Graduate
students and young adults are invited to
meet every Tuesday in the Student
Lounge to make connections with
others across disciplines and to share
great conversation around our book
study. Questions? Email Michael
Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, October 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge
Midweek Worship – Students are invited
to join us for casual worship each week
as we explore faith, deepen friendships,
and take time to connect with one
another and with God.
Friday, October 6th, 11:00 a.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the
coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a
great way to celebrate the end of the
week and the start of your weekend!
12:00 p.m.
Student Lounge (& every Friday)
Venture Bible Study – Join Pastor
Miriam as we explore the basics of the
Bible, discuss various stories, and relate
them to life as a student. Bring your
lunch or grab something to eat in the
Etc. Coffeehouse and join us!
3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room (& every Friday)
ESL Class – We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
International Coffeehouse –
International and domestic students,
visiting scholars, and community
members are welcome to join us for

coffee, snacks, and conversation as we
practice English, make new friends,
and learn about each other's cultures!
Friday-Sunday, October 6th-8th
Lake Williamson Christian Center,
Carlinville
Now Initiative Junior High – Join
Pastor Julie as we attend the annual
junior high retreat to connect with
students, share about Wesley
Foundations, and lead a packaging
service project.
Sunday, October 8th, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Watseka Lounge
Fall Seminar – Wesley presents a
panel discussion around the issue of
incarceration in the United States,
with panelists from the U of I, local
government, and the community.
Invite a friend and join us for this
thought-provoking presentation and
conversation.
Friday, October 27th, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
Wesley Student Center Annual
Halloween Costume Party – Join us for
pumpkin decorating, games, prizes,
and, of course, an awesome costume
contest! Wear your spookiest,
craziest, most creative outfit, grab
some friends, and come enjoy the fun!
Monday, October 30th, 7:00 p.m.
Wesley Theater
Halloween Double Feature Movie
Night – Invite your friends and join us
for a Halloween movie doublefeature! We'll gather in the Wesley
Theater (appropriately decorated for
the season!) and watch a couple of
spooky flicks for a fun night out!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

