Join us for our first combined service
of the school year on Sunday,
September 10th at 10:30 a.m. in the
Wesley Sanctuary followed by our
annual Back to School Potluck in the
Great Hall at 12:00 noon. Wesley
families are encouraged to bring two
dishes to share; singles are
encouraged to bring one dish to
share. Guests and students are
always encouraged simply to bring
their appetites and a friend. We also
encourage you to go green and bring
your own table service if you’d like.
Drinks are provided.
We’ll gather, we’ll worship, and
then we’ll eat together.
See page 3 for Potluck Logistics by
Discipleship & Family Ministry Team
member Fred Neumann.

Wesley Fall Seminar
Sunday, October 8th
On October 8th, Incarceration in
America will be the topic of the
annual Wesley Fall Seminar.
Currently, there are 6.7 million
adults in jail, prison, parole, or
probation in this country. This
figure represents 1 in 37, or 2.7% of
all adults in the US, a level far higher
than in most other nations, but the
lowest rate in America since 1994.
The total prison population is 1.5
million, most of whom are
incarcerated in state or federal
prisons, which is the lowest level
since 2005. The 2.3% decrease
since 2014 in the number of
prisoners represents the largest
decline since 1978.

Half of all federal inmates were
serving sentences in 2015 for drug
offenses, while 7% had been
convicted of violent crimes. By
contrast, about 53% of state
prisoners had been imprisoned for
violent offenses, while about 16%
had been convicted of drug crimes
and 19% for property crimes.
In 2015, the American criminal
justice system held more than 2.3
million people in 1,719 state
prisons, 102 federal prisons, 942
juvenile correctional facilities, 3,283
local jails, as well as military prisons,
immigration detention facilities, civil
commitment centers, and prisons in
the U.S territories. Our nation has
the highest incarceration rate in the
world. We have 25% of all inmates
in the world, even though the US
population makes up only 5% of the
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global population. The numbers
today are much higher than they
were 40 years ago, despite the fact
that the crime rate in this country is
significantly lower.

a sustained increase in overall
crime rates around the
country. Criminologists often
say it takes at least three to
five years to show true trends.

Crime spiked in the 1960s and
through the 1970s. The American
public became worried when crime
rates soared, with crime among top
voter concerns through the 1970s.
The US responded by getting tough
on crime. A series of get-tough
policies were enacted in the 1980s
and 1990s, such as truth in
sentencing laws, mandatory
minimums, mandatory drug
sentences, life sentences without
the possibility of parole, and the
three strikes law.

2. Property crime has declined
significantly over the long
term. Property crime includes
offenses such as burglary,
theft, and motor vehicle theft
and is generally far more
common than violent crime.

The get-tough policies became
politically popular. The key players
in the country’s legal system are
elected positions in various levels of
government, which makes the US
criminal justice system politicized
and responsive to public opinion.
The US also functions as 51 separate
countries, because so many of the
criminal justice decisions are made
at the local and state level.

4. There are large geographic
variations in crime rates, with
big differences from state to
state and city to city.

Facts about crime in the US (Pew
Research Center, February, 2017):
1. Violent crime in the US has
fallen sharply over the past
quarter century. Using FBI
numbers, the rate fell 50%
between 1993 and 2015, the
most recent full year available.
However, the FBI reported a
3% increase in the violent
crime rate between 2014 and
2015, including a 10% increase
in the murder rate. Experts
caution that it’s too early to
know whether increases seen
over the last two years are
mere blips or the beginning of
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3. Public perceptions about crime
in the US often don’t align with
the data. Opinion surveys
regularly find that Americans
believe crime is up, even when
the data shows it is down.

5. Many crimes are not reported
to police. About half of violent
crime is reported to police and
about a third of property crime
is reported. A greater
proportion of violent crime
(domestic violence, serious
violent crime involving injury,
and serious violent crime
involving weapons) is reported
(55-61%).
The underdevelopment of
government institutions (social
service programs for people who
otherwise would have been
diverted to other settings–i.e.
people with mental health or
substance abuse issues, the
homeless, youth) has meant that
the default response to crime is to
lock people up. The prisons are
overcrowded and understaffed,
which has opened the way for
private for-profit prisons.

According to federal data released
in December 2016, the nation’s jail
and prison population did decrease
in 2015. The number of adults
locked up or on parole or probation
fell to a level not seen since 2002,
while overall crime continued to
drop. Reasons for the declining
incarceration rates include the
federal prison system releasing
thousands of nonviolent drug
offenders in 2015 and states
seeking to save money by enacting
legislation and policies to reduce
prison population. California in
2014 retroactively reduced some
drug and property crimes from
felonies to misdemeanors. Other
states have offered expanded
substance abuse treatment
programs, established specialty
courts (such as Champaign County
Drug Court), and spent money on
re-entry programs aimed at
reducing recidivism.
America is much safer than it was
just decades ago, even with the
increase in murders over the past
two years. The increase in murders
in 30 US cities and nationwide do
not mean that every city in the US
saw a rise–for example, New York
City has seen crime drop or hold
steady for years.
While the nation’s imprisonment
rate fell by more than 8% from 2010
to 2015, violent and property
crimes dropped at even higher
levels–a combined 14.6%.
The crime rate has been decreasing
steadily in recent years but the
incarceration rate has not dropped
at the same rate. However, these
trends are beginning to change.
People who were incarcerated in the
late 1970s during the spike in crimes
and received mandatory decadeslong sentences are now being

September 2017
released. According to the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, 2009 was the first
year in 31 years when prison
releases exceeded admissions.
The effect of imprisonment on
released offenders and their
families will be addressed in next
month’s Spire.

Potluck Logistics
Among other things, Methodists
seem to be known for hymn singing,
taking offerings, and having some of
the best cooks. In my scattered
wanderings around this land and
visits to various Methodist
establishments, I would attest there
seems to be some validity to all
three of these rumors. At the heart
of the latter is my experience with
those ubiquitous “potluck” meals.
It doesn't matter the day or the
time, you can apparently sponsor a
potluck to fit any event or even nonevent. All you have to do is to invite
everyone to “bring your own”
(hopefully with enough to help feed
at least some others).
But, is that all? My experience also
tells me there must be more to it
than “luck.” How many will come
and what and how much will they
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bring? How can you be sure not
everyone will bring salads or
desserts or that someone won't
“forget” silverware or dishes or the
appropriate cups for all your
beverages? Sponsors usually
provide the beverages (though you
can often spot a thermos or two for
those who bring their own special
brew) and sometimes the dessert or
desserts (to be sure there is at least
some for the unknown “all”) but
just as often this, too, is left to
chance–though, not really.
For, I have found behind the scenes
there are seemingly casual calls
made to key chefs in the
congregation which eventually get
around to the delicious dish that
chef is known for and a “hope that
it will be on Sunday's (or whatever
date's) table.” Sometimes with a
hope to gain some insight as to its
spicy content, “with a good dash of–
what is it that you add to give it that
zip?” Or just the opposite, “you
might think about cutting back on
the pepper” or “using a tamer
tomato sauce.” Of, course this has
to be done very judiciously or you
might not get that dish at all and
you know that is the only reason the
treasurer's wife comes to the meal.
Committee members (there is
always a sponsoring committee)
usually volunteer or are selected to
provide certain dishes (just to be
sure) to purchase or to bring certain
items, as well as being given certain
assignments for assembling and
serving the meal.
Similar equivocation goes on in the
mind of the provider–“What shall I
make and how much? Shall I take
my specialty or try something
new?” Then there is the issue of
“What dishes should I use as I don't
want to lose any of my good china,

if someone should walk off with it
by mistake, but I do want
everything to look nice. What
implements should I provide to help
serve my offering? Someone is
always deciding that my tongs are
better for serving someone else's
salad than their spoon and fork.
That reminds me to be sure
everything is carefully labeled with
my name so nothing goes astray.”
Careful assurances and close, onthe-site, observation are essential
activities of the meal's sponsors.
They have to do some thoughtful
planning as well. Besides the setup,
including table arrangement and
decorations, how will the audience
be guided to the food so as not to
cause congestion or take too long?
What should the sponsors provide?
Beverages and tableware (for those
who “forget”) have already been
mentioned, but what about keeping
warm dishes warm, or cold dishes
cold before the meal, perhaps even
all during a service?
Other considerations might include
additional implements needed for
serving (see above). Should storebought cookies and chips be put out
in their cardboard or cellophane
containers, or placed in more
appealing receptacles? Should items
be named and identified as to their
content, and what about allergy
warnings? In what order should they
be arrayed on the serving tables?
Should everything be put out
immediately or should some items
be held in reserve for latecomers?
Finally, meal time is here, everything
is in place and ready, but you can be
sure there has been more than just
"luck" put into those delicious
Methodist goodies contained in
those handsome “pots.”
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Grow at Wesley
piano and sing in the UI Women's
Glee Club. I also spent this last
summer teaching Christian-based
general music classes in Ukraine
with MIWC (Music in World
Cultures). I am so excited to be the
children's choir and handbell choir
director at Wesley United
Methodist this year!

Meet Our New Office
Secretary, Rachel Wolfe
You may be familiar with Rachel as
she has been a Wesley soloist for five
years and an office desk worker for 3
years. She is from Lampasas, Texas
and is working on her Doctorate of
Musical Arts in Vocal Performance
degree. You can contact Rachel at
wolfe@wesleyui.org.
Please continue to send all
announcements for the Spire
newsletter, Sunday bulletins, and
Wesley Weekly email to
announce@wesleyui.org.

New Small Group
Opportunities!
Venture Bible Study Group
for Students
Fridays at 12:00 p.m.
Student Lounge
Everyone is invited for Bible study
and conversation around issues of
faith and life as a student. Bring
your lunch or grab coffee and
something to eat in the Etc.
Coffeehouse and join us! For more
information contact Pastor Miriam
(msnider@wesleyui.org).

Grad Student Study
Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge

Also New, Sarah Flygare,
Director of Both Bell Choir
& Children’s Choir
My name is Sarah Flygare and I am a
senior at the University of Illinois
studying Music Education. I play
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Grad students from all disciplines
and young adults are invited to join
us weekly for snacks, fellowship, and
a book study with discussion. We
also enjoy exploring local restaurants
and doing service projects in the
community. For more information
contact Michael Drummond
(gradstudy@wesleyui.org).

Joseph’s Story: Seeing Your
Life Through God’s Eyes
Thursdays, Sept. 7th - Oct. 5th (no
class on Sept. 14th) at 10:15 a.m.
Conference Room
Early this fall we’ll spend just four
short weeks exploring the story of
Joseph from the Old Testament
(Genesis 37-48). This will be an indepth study of Joseph’s life and
purpose in the greater story of God’s
people. In addition to probing
Joseph’s history, we’ll be examining
our own life stories. In reading
about Joseph’s life while examining
our own lives, we’ll discover how to
co-create with God the kind of lives
that will be page-turners.
Join us for this four-session study!
The book will be available for
purchase in the Center Office for
$10. For the first session we’ll focus
on Genesis chapters 37 and 39 and
the first chapter of the book. For
more information contact Pastor
Miriam (msnider@wesleyui.org).
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Progressive Bible Study

revisiting the familiar songs of the
season.

Wednesdays, Sept. 20th, Oct. 18th,
Nov. 8th, and Dec. 13th at 7 p.m.
Pastor Ann’s farm
Retired Wesley Pastor, Ann
Spurgeon, has chosen two engaging
reads for the Progressive Bible
Study this year. This study meets
once a month on a Wednesday
evening at 7:00 p.m. at Pastor Ann's
farm. All are welcome! Bible Study
dates this fall noted above. Email
Ann Spurgeon (ASpurg@aol.com)
for more information and directors
to her home.
The two books chosen for this year's
study includes: The Islamic Jesus:
How the King of the Jews Became a
Prophet of the Muslims by Mustafa
Akyol and A Short History of Myth
by Karen Armstrong. Author
Mustafa Akyol is a regular columnist
for The New York Times:
International. His 2011 book, Islam
without Extremes: A Muslim Case
for Liberty has been made into a
Ted.com talk. This book starts with
the New Testament of James and its
similarities to the teachings of the
Qur'an. For the first class
participants will want to read the
intro in Akyol's book, The Islamic
Jesus, and the Book of James from
the New Testament.

Books will be available for purchase
in the Center Office by Nov. 19th.

Moses: In the Footsteps of
the Reluctant Prophet
Thursdays, Oct. 12th – Nov. 30th
10:15 a.m.
Conference Room
Later this fall we’ll begin a 6-week
video-driven study by writer and
pastor Adam Hamilton. Hamilton
will take us on a journey through
the sites of Moses’ life from the Nile
River to the Red Sea, from Mt. Sinai
to the wilderness. We’ll come to
know the life of Moses and see how
his story speaks to our lives today.
Books will be available in the Center
Office for $10 by October 1st.
We’ll focus on chapter 1 at the first
session. It helps for discussion for
participants to come already having
read it. Invite a friend and join us.

Advent Book Study: Why
This Jubilee? Advent
Reflections on Songs of the
Season
Thursdays, Dec. 7th – 21st
10:15 a.m.
Conference Room
This Advent we will be reading and
discussing a short book of
reflections called Why This Jubilee?
Advent Reflections on Songs of the
Seasons by James C. Howell. It will
be a short 3-week discussion

Beginning & Gentler
Beginning Yoga
Mondays, 7-8:15 p.m.
West Lounge
Rachel of Daily Bread Yoga will be
back at Wesley this fall for two 5week Beginner Series.
$5 a class, 10 classes pass for $50
which is good for all Daily Bread
Yoga classes
Beginning Yoga: Sept. 11th – Oct.
16th (no class on Sept.25th)
Gentler Beginning Yoga: Oct. 23rd –
Nov. 20th
You’ll be invited to learn about and
gain confidence in the spiritual
practice of yoga. Beginning Yoga is
most appropriate for people who can
get up and
down from the
floor with
relative ease.
Gentler
Beginning Yoga
is the same
content, but
poses are adapted for people who do
not get up and down from the floor
with ease. Registration is requested.
Questions? Register? Contact
Rachel, dailybreadyoga@gmail.com
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Take Action
If you sign-up to adopt a student,
here is what will be expected:

Adopt-A-Student

Help Wesley Become a
Student’s Home on Campus
Sign-Up to Adopt-A-Student!
About the Program
Four years ago we began pairing
community members with students
for ongoing support and
encouragement for the first
semester of the school year. This
fall we would like to extend that
same hospitality to students again.
The commitment of the program is
for 2 hours a month for 4 months
(September – December 2017).
At Wesley we are already home to
many students who find our
building, staff, community
members, and programming helpful
and nourishing while students.
With this program we hope to make
a student’s experience in college
and at Wesley Church even better
through intentional hospitality. We
invite you to join us by signing up to
adopt-a-student this fall!
Opportunities to sign-up will begin
August 13th on Sunday mornings,
and throughout the week at
Wesley in the Center Office.
If you have questions contact
Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org
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• Attend a meet-n-greet gathering
to meet your student and other
people involved in the program.
This is where you will connect
and set up your first time to get
together with your student. The
first meet-n-greet will be
Sunday, September 24th at 10:30
a.m. in Etc. Coffeehouse.

• Getting to know bright and
interesting students
• Helping students remain
connected with the church
• Developing a relationship with
someone of a different
generation.

• Meet with your student at least
2 hours a month at a time
agreed upon by both. This
could be for coffee or a meal.
This time is for finding out how
your student is doing, what they
are studying, about their family,
their life of faith and so on.
• Give the student your email and
phone number and encourage
them to contact you when you
can be encouraging.
• Let your student know if you
won’t be able to meet with
them and set up another time
to meet.
• When possible, attend church
together or go to a special event
at Wesley. Examples include
potlucks, trivia night, the Fall
Seminar, etc.).
• Complete a final program
survey.
• Contact Pastor Miriam Snider at
msnider@wesleyui.org if there
is an issue concerning the
program or one’s partnership.
The Commitment is for:
• 2 hours a month for 4 months
(September-December).
The Rewards include:
• Meeting new people

Last Spring we started collecting
photos from the Wesley community
members for our new photo
directory. Instead of going through
the long process of having members
make appointments, show up to
have a photo taken by a professional
church directory company
photographer, and then be
pressured to buy a photo that may
or may not be all that great, we’re
inviting you to submit your favorite
photo of yourself or your family to
be included in our NEW Instant
Church Directory. There’s just one,
quick and easy step–submit your
photo to donna@wesleyui.org.
Donna will upload your photo into
the program and then your picture
will be included.
The office staff would like to
produce a printed version of the
directory early this fall, but we still
have many community members
that have not submitted a picture.
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If John Gutzmer took your picture
last spring, then you are already
included. If you have already
submitted your picture, we thank
you. If you haven’t yet submitted a
photo, please submit it by
September 15th and help make our
photo directory useful and
enjoyable for everyone.
Here are the ways you are able to.
There are two electronic options for
accessing our new photo directory
via Instant Church Directory:
1. You can sync our directory
directly to your Apple, Android
or Kindle Fire device with a
free application. Enter your
email as it’s listed in our
church directory and create a
username and password to
access our directory. You’ll be
able to search for members
and even email or call right
from the directory app.

2. Access our directory online by
going to
members.InstantChurchDirect
ory.com. Create a login using
your email as it’s listed in our
church directory and make up
your own unique password.
Confirm your email. And then
sign-in from any web browser
(using your computer or
mobile device).
After September 15th the office staff
will make printed copies of the
directory available for those who
desire a printed version. Submit
your picture today!

Save the Date! CROP Walk
October 8th
Wesley has been a traditional
supporter of the CROP Walk, with
both walkers and generous financial
support. Also, the local CROP Walk
has often chosen the Wesley Food
Pantry as one of its local recipients.
This year’s walk, however, on
October 8th, will be on the same
date and time as the Fall Seminar,
on the important topic of
“Incarceration in America.” The
Social Action Ministry (SAM) has
traditionally supported both events,
but due to the scheduling conflict,
wants to encourage Wesley
members to give first priority to
attending the seminar, while still
supporting the CROP Walk
financially. Look for more details
this month in the Wesley Weekly
and the Sunday bulletin.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS

Fall Sunday School Classes
Start September 17th

Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
11:15 a.m. Service
1st Sunday

Infant – 3 years
Infant – 6 years
Infant – 6 years

Wesley Evening Babysitting
–For Wesley Families Only
The Education Committee is hosting
free babysitting on Saturdays
September 9th, October 7th,
November 4th, and December 2nd
from 4-7 p.m. in Rooms 127 A & B.
Dinner and entertainment will be
provided. Please RSVP to Rachel
Denzin at 217-621-6984 or
maehr@wesleyui.org.

This fall we will have three Sunday
School options:

Fall Sunday School Kickoff
September 10th

3 year olds – 1st Grade - In Room
127 with Ms. Rachel and Mr. Brad

Save the Date! On September 10th,
starting at 10:00 a.m., we will have
carnival games and an inflatable on
the Green Street front lawn, with no
Children’s Moment that Sunday.

2nd grade – 5th Grade - In Room 124
- A Sunday School teacher is needed
for this class
Junior High – In the Conference
Room - A Sunday School teacher is
needed for this class
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United Methodist Women
UMW IGRC District
Fall Meeting
September 23rd

IGRC UMW Celebration
October 7th
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women's Annual
Celebration is Saturday, October
7th, 9:00AM-3:00PM at the
Springfield First United Methodist
Church, 2941 S. Koke Mill Road,
Springfield, IL. The speaker is
Bishop Frank J. Beard.

The Fall meeting of Iroquois River
District United Methodist Women is
Saturday, September 23rd from
9:00AM-2:00PM at the Mahomet
United Methodist Church, 1302 E.
South Mahomet Road, Mahomet, IL.
Karen Crawford Robinson, from
Meridian K Consulting and
Counseling Service will present the
program "Human Trafficking".
Lunch reservations are $10.00 and
due by Friday, September 15th.
Love gifts for Cunningham
Children's Home and Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House are
being collected. Please bring:
• towel sets (bath, hand,
washcloth
• boys and girls tee shirts
• body wash
• gift cards to Amazon,
Walmart, Dollar Store, Target,
TJ Maxx, and McDonalds
Please contact Bev Ujcich, 843-6552213 if you wish to donate a love
gift or are interested in attending.
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United Methodist Women’s
Fall Book Discussion
September 25th
Our discussion will be on Monday,
September 25th, at the home of
Judith Unger, 507 Cushing Drive,
Savoy, at 7:00 p.m. Dee Breeding
will be the facilitator for Marilynne
Robinson’s book Lila.
“Lila, homeless and alone after
years of roaming the countryside,
steps inside a small-town Iowa
church—the only available shelter
from the rain—and ignites a
romance and a debate that will
reshape her life. She becomes the
wife of a minister, John Ames, and
begins a new existence while trying
to make sense of the days of
suffering that preceded her
newfound security. Lila struggles to
harmonize the life of her makeshift
family and their days of hardship
with the gentle Christian worldview
of her husband that paradoxically
judges those she loves. An
unforgettable story of a girlhood
lived on the fringes of society in
fear, and awe.”

The registration fee is $20.00 and
includes lunch. Reservation
deadline is September 23. Please
contact Bev Ujcich, 843-655-2213 if
you are interested in attending.
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Announcements
Money Counters Needed
If you would like to volunteer to
count the offering on Monday
mornings at 9:30 a.m., please
contact Meridee Dornhoff at (217)
356-3498. Thank you!

Dear Wesley Family,

Monday Book Study

Thank you for your thoughts,
prayers, visits, and gifts! We really
needed our Church family as we
welcomed our baby girl and walked
through some scary days. You all
were there every step of the way,
showing us God’s love and comfort!
We love you, our Church!

The Monday Book Study will not
meet during the month of August.
They will resume again on Monday,
September 11th.

Love, Meghan Kirkpatrick & Matt
Turk, Ella, & Rosabelle

Thanks for all those responding to
Wesley's September Meals on
Wheels deliveries! If anyone
could still help on the mornings
of September 18-22 as a sub or
for the week, please call Jane
McCulley at 377-0475. Thanks!

New Wesley Coffee Mug
Meg on Leave
Meg Rauschenberger is taking a
month's leave from her Parish
Nursing duties, beginning August
28th and ending September 22nd.
She is having some corrective
surgery of the sinuses. Please
contact the Center Office for needs
that arise during this period. You
are in our thoughts and prayers
Meg. Get well soon!

This fall in worship we'll be giving
every first time guest a Wesley
Coffee Mug as a welcome gift.
We ordered several extra in case
Wesley community members would
also like to enjoy them. You can
purchase a Wesley coffee mug
during coffee hour on Sundays or
from Pastor Miriam during the week.
The cost of each mug is $5.
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Food Pantry News
produce, but the clients are also
giving back to us with their own tips
and tricks on how to use the
produce we give them.

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 5:00 for resources
Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
2nd Monday of September
Usually 1st Monday of the month

Bev says, “After I cooked the
mustard greens and kale with
onion, garlic, and bacon pieces they
weren't spicy at all. I knew a little
about cooking greens from living in
South Carolina but I'd never actually
made them (or eaten many). They
turned out awesome!”

Parkland Location Hours

259 lbs.
harvested!

Mustard Greens with Bacon

One of the crops growing
abundantly in our Wesley Evening
garden is mustard greens. Board
member Bev Ujcich has been trying
to get clients and Katie Thomas to
try mustard greens and explains
that the spiciness must be softened
with other greens. As it turns out,
Bev helped a client at the pantry
that was excited for the greens and
shared her recipe.
The exchanging of recipes and ideas
has been one of the true joys the
garden has brought to the pantry.
We wanted to give clients fresh
10 | Page

As we’ve been encouraging our
clients to eat from our garden we’ve
also been encouraging them to
plant a garden of their own by
passing out seed packets. One
pantry evening, a client asked how
many packets he could have. When
we let him know he could take as
many as he’d use, he told us about
his garden of flowers. “My entire
backyard is a garden of flowers.”
His friend explained that it was a
pollinator garden, and bees love
being there. The client then went
on to tell us butterfly gardens are
also a form of pollinator garden.
Both butterflies and bees pollinate
and love flower gardens.

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon

Pantry Garden Diary

You Learn More When You
Listen

2 tbsp. vegetable oil
6-8 cups chopped mustard greens
and kale
1 cup chopped onion
1 cup water
2 tbsp. real bacon bits
1 tsp. granulated garlic
½ tsp. salt & ½ tsp. pepper
Fold the kale lengthwise and remove
the stem and spine. Remove the
stems on the mustard greens. Cut
leaves crosswise into ½” strips.
Heat oil on medium in the bottom of a
large stock pot until it shimmers. Add
onion and kale. Sauté until kale starts
to wilt, then add mustard greens until
they begin to wilt. Turn heat down to
simmer and add water, bacon bits,
garlic, salt, and pepper. Cover, cook 34 hours, and check periodically for
enough water in the pot. Taste and
adjust seasonings before serving.
Makes about 3 servings.

Katie googled pollinator gardens
after the distribution and found a
site, www.gardeners.com which
explained: "A patchwork of
pollinator gardens in neighborhoods,
cities, and rural areas around the
country could provide enough
habitat to restore healthy
communities of beneficial insects
and pollinators."
Learning about our client’s hobbies
and just plain learning new things is
one of the blessings of having a
weekly pantry. It gives staff and
volunteers the time to converse
with the clients in a meaningful and
personal way.
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Music for Trumpet &
Organ
September is Hunger Action Month
and we want you to join us in
fighting hunger in our community!
How can you help?

A Concert Benefiting the
Wesley Food Pantry

Ways to Take Action:

Saturday, September 9
at 4 p.m.

th

• Skip a meal and donate the
money saved to the pantry
• Participate in a SNAP Challenge
• Volunteer at a food distribution
or rice repackaging event

Freewill donations accepted at the door
$10 suggested donation
Keve n Lewis, trumpet
Kyle Shaw, organ

• Make a donation to the Wesley
Food Pantry; every $1 provides
$6.50 worth of food

Works by:
Henry Purcell
J. S. Bach
Jiri Ropek
Samuel Adler
Kyle Shaw

• Like Wesley Food Pantry on
Facebook and share our posts
to spread awareness to your
friends
• Start a fund drive at your office,
school, or club.

Sanctuary of
W esley United Methodist Church
1203 W. Green Street
Share Concert on Facebook!
If you use Facebook, please like the
concert event above and share it on
your own personal page. In
addition, when you go to the share
option, if you select “invite friends”
you can then invite your Facebook
friends who live in the area. Doing
all this will ensure that more people
see it on Facebook. Thank you!

• Advocate on behalf of the
pantry by speaking to a club or
organization about the
important work we do

Birthday Wishes, Special
Honors, & Memorials
The pantry has had no special gifts
over the past month. If you’d like to
honor someone, remember a
special event, or pay tribute to
someone with a memorial, we’d
love to have your support!

Thursday, September 14th is Hunger
Action Day. We are challenging
everyone to combat hunger by
finding one thing you can do to help
our neighbors in need. Share your
story with us on Facebook or email
us at volunteer@wesleypantry.org.
To take the SNAP Challenge, eat for
a week on a budget of $4.23 per
person per day, the average amount
given on the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (formerly food
stamps). Let us know how your
week went, by contacting
kthomas@wesleypantry.org.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Team
California Teens

Pantry School Supply Shop
This year the pantry decided to
offer school supplies for children
attending the pantry with the hope
that these children will have enough
supplies ready for the first day of
class. This need was reinforced by
two moms registering for food.
When they were told about
stopping in Room 48 to pick out
back-to-school supplies, they were
so excited. “Really?” one mom
asked excitedly. She said a doctor’s
appointment had caused her to
miss out on some school supplies
from empty tomb earlier that day.
She still couldn't believe her luck
and turned to her friend and
exclaimed, “They have school
supplies!” She then turned to Katie
and said "God is good; I can just give
you a hug I am so happy." Well that
just made Katie’s day. To see the
surprise and pure joy on a mother's
face that her kids were going to get
school supplies after all.

Maria Liu’s two nephews, ages 12
and 14, were visiting this summer
from California. One of the
activities Maria picked for them to
do together was to volunteer at a
food pantry. They helped at the
Parkland Pantry the last Wednesday
in July. Maria helped distribute the
school supplies while her nephews
helped customers shop for
groceries. They did so
enthusiastically and were very
engaged. At the end of the
distribution, the high schooler told
his aunt he was going to seek
volunteering opportunities with a
food pantry back home in California.
At the pantry, our goal isn't only to
feed our neighbors in need, but to
also engage others to do good for
their community. It was rewarding
to know that Maria’s nephew was
inspired by his day of service at
Parkland. Thanks for joining us!

Smashing Out Hunger!

Our Parkland Pantry Garden is in full bloom. Volunteers are needed every
Tuesday evening and the 1st and 3rd Saturday mornings until harvest is done.
We’ll have fresh Brussels sprouts soon, along with tomatoes and greens.
Melani McCoy and Kennedy Cattenhead spent a very hot Saturday morning
with us helping tackle weeds in the tomato line. Visit the volunteer page at
www.wesleypantry.org to sign up to help.
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Smash Out Hunger at
Parkland College a
Smashing Success!
On Thursday, August 24th, as part of
Parkland College’s Convocation, the
pantry held a fundraiser in which
anyone could make a donation and
smash a car with a sledgehammer.
Subaru of Champaign County
generously donated the car, and
everyone who had a try at the
sledgehammer agreed that it was
great fun. In fact, they want to do it
again, during finals week! J
College President, Dr. Tom Ramage
(below), began the festivities with
more than 35 others taking a turn.
Donors included administration,
faculty, staff, and students. Thank
you all! The pantry raised $332.82.

Katie Thomas represented Wesley Food Pantry at the
United Way Emerging Community Leaders Volunteer
Fair on July 27th. She helped raise awareness about
food insecurity among future community leaders.
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Campus Ministry

ESL & International
Coffeehouse Resume
September 1st!
We look forward to beginning the
fall session of our ESL class (3-4
p.m.) and International Coffeehouse
(4-6 p.m.) on Friday, September 1st!
We invite international and
domestic students, visiting scholars,
Wesley members and community
friends to join us for these weekly
events as we practice English, make
new friends, and learn about one
another’s cultures. We’ll share
coffee and snacks as we sit where
the world gathers around our table!

Labor Day Canoe Trip
The Wesley Student Center invites
students, international friends, and
Wesley folks to join us Monday,
September 4th, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00
p.m., for our annual Labor Day
canoe trip to Turkey Run State Park!
Sign up online (wesleyui.org/canoe)
to enjoy canoeing, lunch on the
banks of the Sugar Creek River, and
time to explore the park trails. Cost
is $30 per person. Contact Pastor
Julie for more information at
jdowler@wesleyui.org.

Venture Bible Study
Pastor Miriam will lead our fall
student Bible study every Friday at
noon in the Student Lounge,
beginning September 8th. All
students are welcome to join us as
we explore Bible basics, stories from
the Old and New Testaments, and
how these words continue to shape
and inform our lives today. Feel
free to bring your lunch or grab
food in the Etc. Coffeehouse, as we
share in meaningful conversation
and grow together in faith!
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Friday with Friends Lunches
Begin September 1st
Students, faculty, and members of the
campus community are invited to join us
each week for our Friday with Friends
Lunch! Starting on September 1st, gather
with friends both new and old, in the Etc.
Coffeehouse between 11:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. for a variety of soups, sandwiches,
and other tasty treats. Great food, great
conversation–it’s a great way to celebrate
the end of the week!

Saturday, September 16th
12:00-6:00 p.m., Orpheum Theater
Join Wesley students and church
members as we celebrate and
affirm the diversity in our local
community! Wesley will have an
information table in the vendor’s
area between Freemont and Walnut
–stop by and say hi!
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Students, international friends, and
Wesley folks gathered on the
Wesley lawn on Monday, August
21st to observe the eclipse and
enjoy this incredibly rare occasion!
About 50 celebrants armed with
solar eclipse glasses munched on
snacks, and kept cool with drinks
and frozen treats, although those
became less necessary as the
eclipse progressed and the day
became noticeably less warm!
Photos are from Julie Dowler,
Richard Young, and Susan Haney.

“Sunset” in the middle of the day.
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Dr. Kerrith Livengood
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Denzin
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu Smith
Organist
Michael Schmidt
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Children’s Choir Director
Sarah Flygare
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Rachel Wolfe
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Director of Communications
Dr. Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Tudor Miron
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Loeuy Kim
Part-time Custodians
Steve Faust, Chris Livesay
Weekend Custodians
Richard & Elizabeth Young

Campus Ministry
Friday, September 1st, 11:00 a.m.-1 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
Friday with Friends Lunch – Join us in the
coffeehouse for lunch with friends! It’s a
great way to celebrate the end of the
week and the start of your weekend!
3:00-4:00 p.m.
Conference Room (& every Friday)
ESL Class – We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English and learn about
American culture.
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
International Coffeehouse –
International and domestic students,
visiting scholars, and community
members are welcome to join us for
coffee, snacks, and conversation as we
practice English, make new friends, and
learn about each other's cultures!
Sunday, September 3rd, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Monday, September 4th
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., Wesley parking lot
Labor Day Canoe Trip – Be sure to sign
up online and join us for our annual
trek to Turkey Run State Park! We’ll
enjoy canoeing, hiking, and hanging out
–just $30 per person. Invite a friend!
Tuesday, Sept. 5th-Friday, Sept. 8th
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse
Welcome Week – Join us each day in
the Etc. Coffeehouse for special treats
and events in the coffeehouse. Invite
some friends and check out one of the
best study spaces on campus!
Tuesday, September 5th, 8:30 p.m.
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday)
Grad Student Book Study – Graduate
students and young adults are invited
to meet every Tuesday in the Student
Lounge to make connections with
others across disciplines and to share
great conversation around our book

study. Questions? Email Michael
Drummond at gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, September 6th, 7:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse/West Lounge
Midweek Worship – Students are
invited to join us for casual worship
each week as we explore faith, deepen
friendships, and take time to connect
with one another and with God.
Friday, September 8th, 12:00 p.m.
Student Lounge (& every Friday)
Venture Bible Study – Join Pastor
Miriam as we explore the basics of the
Bible, discuss various stories, and
relate them to life as a student. Bring
your lunch or grab something to eat in
the Etc. Coffeehouse and join us!
Sunday, September 10th, 10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary
Back-to-School Worship and Potluck –
Join us for a special combined worship
service with music from our chancel
choir and praise team, followed by a
potluck lunch in the Great Hall.
Students just need to bring your
appetite and friends!
Monday, September 11th, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Room 50 Downstairs
Student-only Food Pantry – usually
offered the first Monday of every
month. We all need assistance from
time to time, and we’re here to help
you, or someone you know. Students
need to bring your student I.D.
Saturday, September 16th, 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Orpheum Theater
CU Pride Fest 2017 – Join Wesley
students and church members as we
celebrate and affirm the diversity in
our local community! Wesley will
have an information table in the
vendor’s area between Freemont and
Walnut–stop by and say hi!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

