stipend for each student to spend 9
weeks serving, being mentored, and
discerning where God is leading
them. This is perfect example of
our apportionment dollars at work
here in our local conference. We
are helping to train young people
for the work of ministry.

Meet Our Summer Intern –
Skyler James
Wesley will welcome Skyler Nickoll
James for a 9-week internship
beginning May 30th. Skyler will be a
senior at Concordia University in
Chicago and is majoring in
Communication. She's originally
from Charleston, Illinois and is a
member at Charleston Wesley UMC.
Skyler is one of 6 interns
participating in an Illinois Great
Rivers Annual Conference internship
program. The six interns are serving
across our conference in a range of
ministries and church settings. The
conference program is designed to
assist students discerning a call to
ministry in the United Methodist
Church. This is a conferencesupported program. They provide a

You'll soon get to meet Skyler in
person. She looks forward to
assisting in worship, preaching,
teaching, helping with VBS, visiting,
helping with international student
ministries, and much more. Look
for opportunities to share a meal
with Skyler throughout the summer.
A sign-up sheet will be circulating
for you to volunteer to visit with
Skyler over a weekday lunch or
dinner, or for lunch on Sunday.
Skyler looks forward to beginning
her summer internship here at
Wesley! We hope you are looking
forward to meeting her too.

Meet Our Newest Part-Time
Custodian – Rachel
Chinchilla
Join us in welcoming Rachel
Chinchilla as our new part-time
custodian for Sunday mornings.
Rachel is from Lyons, IL, a Chicago
suburb. She has been attending the
University of Illinois majoring in
Molecular & Cellular Biology.
Rachel will also be working with our
custodial team a few hours during
the week. She is excited to be a
part of our team.
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Grow at Wesley
normal, natural grieving reactions to
the loss of someone you have loved
deeply. It is our human
connectedness that makes it so.
Grief is a healthy reaction to loss.

Spiritual Writing Retreat to
be held at Spurgeon Farm
on Saturday June 3rd
Pastor Ann Spurgeon will be leading
a morning retreat titled Unseal the
Script: Writing Practices for
Spiritual Growth, at her home on
Saturday, June 3rd from 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. The retreat is open to 12
participants and the cost is $10.
Participants will receive a writing
journal and snacks will be provided.
Writing experience or skill is not
necessary as this retreat is designed
to inspire creativity and spiritual
growth in ordinary Christians. The
retreat will take place at the
Spurgeon's home, a quaint farm
north of Urbana. Participants need
to register for this event by
contacting Pastor Miriam
(msnider@wesleyui.org). Contact
Pastor Miriam or Pastor Ann
(jaspurgeon@aol.com)for more
information.
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10K CC Emotional Health
“Dealing with Loss”
To lose someone you have loved
deeply often brings into your life
much sadness and many changes
throughout your period of grieving.
The impact of the loss can be
unexpectedly profound, and grief
can manifest itself in countless
ways. Your body may actually hurt.
Your stomach may often feel
uncomfortable and you may not
feel like eating as you often did in
the past. Sleep might evade you or
at least a deep restful sleep and you
may often feel fatigued. You may
have muscle weakness,
oversensitivity to noise, or
shortness of breath. Experiencing
feelings of sadness, anger, and guilt
can happen one moment, and
loneliness, numbness, or anxiety the
next. Your thoughts or dreams may
be filled with confusion, disbelief,
and images of your loved one.
Things that you really enjoyed doing
in the past, you may now find hold
no interest for you. You often find
yourself cancelling social
engagements or avoiding making
plans all together. You may catch
yourself calling out for your loved
one, and find comfort in visiting
places that remind you of the one
you loved and lost. These are all

If you feel your physical symptoms
are taking an undue toll on you,
please contact your primary
physician. Our ministers at Wesley
are always here to help you through
your emotional grief. The
Champaign-Urbana area is also
fortunate to have some grief
counselors who may be able to help
you if you’d like. Please click on this
link for a list of the Counselors in
the Champaign-Urbana area:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8
G5cu2wM22HREZnczA4aG5qbWc/vi
ew?usp=sharing.
Time really does heal but no one
can tell you how much time YOU
will need to work through your
grief. There are no set stages of
grief as was once thought but more
of an ebb and flow through the
journey of grief, some days bringing
more peace than others.
Throughout the remainder of your
life, there will be times when the
pain of the loss makes your heart
ache again. Often these moments
surround those special days when
family gathers to celebrate a birth,
graduation, or wedding, but as time
goes on, the pain will be more
fleeting.
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Take Action
People's Climate Change
March
The decision to attend the People's
Climate Change March was
somewhat intimidating. My desire
to be a faith witness regarding what
many argue is the single most
challenging situation facing
humanity silenced my fear. The
financial support from Wesley and
Wesley friends helped me to afford
the trip. I felt that I was unofficially,
at least, representing Wesley as well
as myself. I am so appreciative of
the help that was given.
Rev. Cindy Shepherd, East Central
Illinois Director of Faith in Place, in
an act of sacrifice, drove me to
Indianapolis early on April 28th to
catch the bus that Faith in Place was
sponsoring to take its members to
Washington DC. On boarding the
bus, I quickly became acquainted
with 18 other people who were
similarly committed to witnessing
the climate change issue. The trip to
DC gave us a time to get to know one
another and to share our hope that
our nation will act to help us adapt
and mitigate the climate change
issues that are already occurring.
We believe the scientific data shows
that the climate is warming and that
sea levels are rising.
I settled into the American Youth
Hostel in DC and the next morning,
my organization Faith in Place,
merged with some 900
organizations that had come to
march. These organizations were
composed of different ethnic
groups, different faith groups,
different secular groups, and others
who were there because they were
concerned about the planet we live
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on. It was reported that 200,000
people were there protesting
President Trump's antienvironmental actions. One fed off
of the energy of others who felt so
strongly about the need to take
better care of our environment.
I want to share some of my most
memorable moments of the march.
One was the huge numbers of
creative and colorful posters that
people carried; my favorite was one
that stated Let's Prevent Truth
Decay. Another meaningful
moment was when a singer on a
platform led the marchers in singing
the John Lennon song Imagine. It
warmed our hearts.
Another vivid memory occurred at
the end of the march near the
Washington Memorial. A large
platform had been set up for
speakers, band music, and special
dancing. The dancing was done by
Dakota native Americans who had
traveled from North Dakota. They
danced and spoke of their gratitude
for the support they received during
the Dakota Access Pipeline struggle.
That evening, Rev. Brian Sauder
took the Chicago Faith in Place staff
to dinner at the vegan/vegetarian

Bus Boys and Poet's Restaurant.
He graciously included me. It was a
special place and great fun. Early
the next morning we boarded the
bus for home, motivated and filled
with hope.
Eleanor Evans
The Green Team

Interfaith Build Homes to
be dedicated June 11th
Both Habitat for Humanity homes
that were constructed in the
interfaith build program will be
dedicated on Sunday, June 11th at 3
p.m. Anyone who is interested is
welcome to attend. The homes are
both located in Urbana, one at the
corner of Hill and Mathews St. and
the other at the corner of Goodwin
and Beslin St. Construction of the
homes began last year in November
and members of over 22 Champaign
County faith communities
participated in the program.
Wesley made a significant financial
contribution to the program and
several members also helped with
the construction. One of the houses
is pictured below.
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Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 6 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 6 years

Please see Rachel Denzin if you are
interested in interviewing for this
part-time position!

The committee also welcomes each
teacher to treat themselves to a Fair
Trade item during Coffee Hour.
Please enjoy a candy bar, tea, or
coffee!
Thank you for your service!

Vacation Bible School
Volunteers Needed!
Please see Rachel Denzin if you are
interested in volunteering for any
part of this year’s VBS, which runs
June 5th – June 9th, from 9 a.m. – 1
p.m. each day.
Volunteers are needed for these
positions:

High School Graduation
Recognition
Sunday, June 4th
Congratulations to Naomi Maehr on
her graduation from Urbana High
School with honors!

Camping Retreat Ministries
Renewed: Transformed
from the Inside Out

Naomi will be attending the
University of Illinois in the fall and
studying Economics/Pre Law.

The 2017 Summer Camping Guide is
out! There are many wonderful
church camps close to ChampaignUrbana. The Education Committee
will donate $100 to any Wesley
Sunday School student to attend.
Please see Rachel Denzin with if you
have any questions.

She is the daughter of Ms. Rachel,
our Education Director.

(1) Shepherd
(1) Art Leader
(1) Sports and Recreation Leader
(1) Music Leader
(3) Cooks

Children and Youth Music
Director Position

Teacher Recognition
Sunday, June 4th

The director must be present for
most Sundays through the 9 month
school year and VBS. The director is
responsible for organizing and
directing the Christmas pageant, the
Sonrise Service, children and youth
music, and teaching the children
and youth a song to sing in church
each month.

Thank you to all of the teachers who
have served our Wesley children
and adults during the 2016-17
school year!
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Many adults have given countless
hours in their service to our
education ministry. A very heartfelt
thank you is given to them from the
Education Committee!
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United Methodist Women
United Methodist
Women’s Spring Book
Discussion
Please join us Monday, June 12th,
7:00 p.m., at Sue Kiddoo’s home for
a discussion on the book Love
Warrior by Glennon Doyle Melton.
Liz Martin will be the facilitator for
Melton’s memoir.
Refreshments will be provided.
Love Warrior is about infidelity,
betrayal and redemption. It’s about
how our ideals of femininity and

masculinity can make it impossible
for a woman and a man to actually
know each other. It’s about how to
use crisis as a springboard to a truer
identity and a better life. It’s about
parenting our kids through pain. It’s
about friendships that hurt and
friendships that heal. It’s about
faith that shackles women, and faith
that liberates women. It’s about
how to finally find peace in your
own damn skin. It's about
shameless sex, God, food, drugs,
porn and tenderness—and how the
dirt and the divine are so often
inseparable.

Announcements
Meals on Wheels
Interested in helping others? Are
you available one week in
September? You might like to help
Wesley when it's our turn for Meals
on Wheels deliveries. Contact Jane
McCulley at
janekmcculley@gmail.com

in claiming Wesley as your church
home and desire to pledge your
prayers, presence, gifts, service and
witness to the upbuilding of this
Wesley community, you are invited
to do so. Contact Pastor Miriam at
msnider@wesleyui.org.

Money Counters Needed
If you would like to volunteer to
count the offering on Monday
mornings at 9:30 a.m., please
contact Meridee Dornhoff at (217)
356-3498. Thank you!

Interested in Membership
at Wesley?
There will be several new people
joining Wesley as official members
over the course of the next two
months. If you are also interested
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Mark your Calendar for our
next Mission Trip
The next Mississippi Mission Trip
will be March 18-24, 2018. Put it
on your calendars now and join us
next spring for another great
mission experience!
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Food Pantry News
Volunteering Is Better with
Friends

Wesley Location Hours
Every Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 5:00 for resources
Student Pantry, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
1st Monday of each month

Parkland Location Hours
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon

Volunteers Appreciated!
Regular pantry volunteers indulged
in waffles and warm wishes on May
4th during our Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Brunch. We finished
out the 2016-2017 school year
celebrating a lovely mix of
University of Illinois students and
Wesley community members.
If you missed out on waffles but still
want to be greatly appreciated, we
are in need of volunteers at both
pantry sites throughout the summer
months. Follow the sign-up link at
www.wesleypantry.org for a full list
of available dates.
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Volunteering together builds
fellowship among group members
and it’s fun! Many thanks to these
groups that volunteered at food
distributions throughout the month
of April:







ALPFA
Engineering Council
Phi Delta Epsilon
Sigma Nu
UIUC Global Medical Training
UIUC Women of Color

Members of Sigma Nu (pictured
below) have helped in past years
with on our clean-up crew. Now
that clean-up needs are minimal,
they helped us pack rice and
oatmeal for our summer
distributions. Are you a member of
a group or committee looking for
something fun to do together this
summer? Contact Dawn
(volunteer@wesleypantry.org) to
reserve a block of volunteer spots.

Volunteer Spotlight
Meet English Henderson, a regular
volunteer for Wesley Food Pantry
and treasurer
of the Wesley
Food Pantry
RSO. She enjoys
learning about
the CU
community as a
volunteer and
enjoys the
opportunities it has provided
outside of regular classes and other
organizations on campus.
What is your favorite part of
volunteering at Wesley Food
Pantry?
“Learning about and getting to
know some of the local community.
I think a big part of being on campus
is not only being involved on
campus but also being involved in a
community that, kind of, ‘cultures’
the campus in a sense. So I think
getting to know the local
community is really cool and getting
to know some people I probably
wouldn’t have seen in classes.”
How has being a volunteer impacted
your life?
“I do have a lot of stuff to do, but I
feel like it gives me something to do
that makes me feel like not only
good, but I feel like I’m doing
something to give back to the
community somehow, in some way.
I don’t really do this when I’m at
home in Chicago. This is something
different than what I can do in
classes. I can take classes, I can join
organizations for other things, but I
feel like this is something I can do
truly for personal reasons.”

June 2017

The Spire
next time you’re at Wesley. If you
are a gardener and have any tips for
us, let us know. This is a year when
we’ll be learning all the tricks, what
crops grow well, and what crops our
guests get excited for.

forward to continuing this
partnership as we both reach for
similar goals in our community.

Our summer crops:

Freezer for Sale
The Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland
has retired a residential chest
freezer. It is an older model and
showing some wear, but works
dependably! Do you need some
extra freezer space before the
summer barbeque season heats up?
We’re asking $100 or best offer.
Buyers will have to transport it from
Parkland. Email Dawn at
operations@wesleypantry.org with
any questions.

Garden Diary
The garden project for the Evening
Pantry is being harvested! All the
containers are full of crops and
radishes, lettuce, and spinach are
now on the menu! We hope you
have a chance to take a look the

Arugula
Basil
Beets
Broccoli
Cilantro
Collards
Eggplant
Green Beans
Kale
Lettuce
Onions
Peas
Peppers
Radishes
Spinach
Swiss Chard
Tomatoes-include cherry & roma

Evening Pantry Hosts
Nutrition Educator Training

Birthday Wishes, Special
Honors, & Memorials
Thank you all of behalf of our clients
for donations (April 25th – May 21st)
in memory of Betty Eugunia (Smith)
Martin and in honor of the pantry
board’s Morgan Boes for all of her
leadership and volunteerism over
many years. Your thoughtfulness is
much appreciated.

The U of I Extension nutrition
education team works with food
pantries across the state of Illinois
to improve the nutrition and health
environment of food pantries. The
ultimate goal of SNAP-Education is
to improve public health and reduce
obesity. We’re on board! The
Wesley pantries have been
coordinating with SNAP-Ed
educators to provide information to
our clients. For example, bundling
nutritious items into a meal ideas,
introducing “shelf-talkers” with
nutrition facts, and displaying
produce to maximize the number of
people taking it. This past month,
University of Illinois Extension
Educators held a NEFPAT training in
the Wesley pantry as part of new
employment orientation for the
SNAP-Education program. We look
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Capital Campaign
Wesley Capital Campaign
Celebrates 200 Households
and Three Generations of
Giving

Dan King Crede
dkingcrede@wesleyui.org
Bonnie Taylor
bonnie@wesleyui.org

We are excited to announce that in
the past 18 months, 68 new donor
households have made gift
commitments to the Wesley Capital
Campaign. This includes
congregants, students, staff, and
alumni and brings the total to 200
households participating in the
Campaign. Among our newest
contributors is Lizzy Isbell, a
graduate student in the School of
Information Sciences. Lizzy joins
her parents and both sets of
grandparents in supporting the
Wesley Capital Campaign.
To have three generations of
support is a wonderful testimony,
not only to their generosity, but also
to the importance of this fund
raising effort. Thank you to the
Isbell-Unger families and to all
contributors to the Wesley Capital
Campaign!
With just $52,000 to go, we are
close to paying off the new roof!
Contributions beyond this amount
will allow us to move forward on
the remaining capital improvements
that focus on electrical and window
upgrades. If you have questions or
would like more information, visit
www.wesleyui.org/giving or contact
a member of the Campaign SubCommittee:
Diane Jeffers
diane.jeffers7@gmail.com
Sara Kelley
sarakelley10@gmail.com
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Members of the Isbell-Unger families supporting the Wesley
Capital Campaign: (front row) Lizzy and Sara Isbell; (back row)
Paul and Judith Unger, Andy Isbell, Harold and Linda Isbell.
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Campus Ministry
Doctoral degrees – Andrew Fu, Zach
Klobnak, Jung-Un Kim, Brian
Sullivan, Man-Kee Yoon.

Etc. Summer Schedule
The Etc. Coffeehouse has officially
closed for the summer, but students
are still welcome to use this space
and the Student Lounge for
studying, reading, hanging out, etc.
You are invited to bring your own
coffee and/or food, as we do not
have our regular volunteers during
the summer break. Please help us
keep the spaces neat and inviting by
cleaning up after yourself - we really
appreciate it!

ESL Class & International
Coffeehouse
The summer session of our ESL class
and International Coffeehouse
begins Friday, June 2nd, and we
invite you to join us! The class
meets in the conference room from
3:00-4:00 p.m. each week, followed
by the coffeehouse gathering in the
Etc. Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00
p.m. Students, visiting scholars,
family and community friends are
invited to practice English, enjoy
coffee, treats, and snacks, and learn
about each other’s cultures. Come
sit where the world gathers around
your table!

9 | Page

Congratulations to our
Graduates!

American Classic Movie
Nights

We congratulate our undergrad and
grad student graduates on your
accomplishments! We recognize
that some of you will engage in
work locally or enter additional
programs at the U of I, and look
forward to your continuing
participation in our Wesley
community! We also know that
some of you will be moving to begin
new adventures in other places.
We have been blessed to have you
as members of our Wesley family
and look forward to staying
connected! If you would like to
share your new contact
information, please email Pastor
Julie (jdowler@wesleyui.org) with
the details.

Students, Wesley folks, and
community friends are invited to
enjoy a classic American film every
week in June and July, beginning
June 6th, at 8:00 p.m. in the Wesley
Theater! Join us as we celebrate
the best of comedy, sci-fi, animated,
western, and more, in the history of
American cinema. It’s free and
plenty of drinks and snacks are
provided, so invite your friends and
we’ll see you there!

We celebrate the following U of I
graduates for the 2016-2017
academic year (others noted in
parenthesis):
Bachelor degrees – Hannah
Blomberg, Rachel Chinchilla,
Crofton Coleman, Katie Woessner,
Catherine Carnes Danenhouwer (N.
Arizona), Jonathan Neumann
(Wheaton); Masters degrees – Scott
Lux, Ameet Mathew, Phoebe Shelor

Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Dr. Kerrith Livengood
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Denzin
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu Smith
Organist
Michael Schmidt
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Michael Schmidt
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Director of Communications
Dr. Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Tudor Miron
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Loeuy Kim
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, Rachel Chinchilla
Weekend Custodians
Richard & Elizabeth Young

Campus Ministry
Friday, June 2nd, 3:00 p.m.
Conference Room (& every Friday)
ESL Class – International students,
visiting scholars, and family members
are welcome in this class for beginners
through advanced students. We
practice English conversation, listening
and reading skills, and learn about
American culture and history.

Wesley
Summer Break
Office and Building
Hours
May 15th — August 20th
Monday—Friday
Building will close at 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays—Closed
Sundays
8am—4pm

4:00-6:00 p.m.
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every Friday)
International Coffeehouse International and domestic students,
visiting scholars and community
members are welcome to join us for
coffee, snacks and conversation as we
practice English, make new friends from
around the world, and learn about each
other's cultures!
Sunday, June 4th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse
(& every Sunday)
Sunday worship
Tuesday, June 6th, 8:00 p.m.
Wesley Theater (& every Tuesday)
American Classic Movie Night –
Students, Wesley folks, and community
friends are invited to join us in the
Wesley Theater (directly above the Etc.
Coffeehouse) every Tuesday night as
we enjoy an American classic film,
snack on traditional theater treats, and
have a fun night out. Bring a friend –

we’ll see you there!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

