Sponsored by the Methodist
Federation for Social Action IGRC
Chapter, Social Action Ministry of
Wesley United Methodist Church in
Urbana, Faith United Methodist
Church in Champaign, and the IGRC
Board of Church & Society.

October is Clergy
Appreciation Month!

Iroquois River District Seminar

A Christian Response
to Violence
Saturday, October 17th
9:00 a.m. - 3 p.m., Faith UMC

We encourage you to let Pastors
Dan, Miriam, and Julie know how
much their ministry is appreciated.
And don't forget our volunteer
clergy, Pastors Don Houts, E. Paul
Unger, and Ann Spurgeon.
Staff-Parish Relations/Personnel
Committee

Interested in exploring how to
respond to the risk of violence in
our communities? Please register
to attend a free seminar on “A
Christian Response to Violence” Saturday, October 17th from 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Faith United
Methodist Church, 1719 S. Prospect
Avenue in Champaign. Participants
will be able to return to their home
churches with information and a
curriculum created by a task group
from the United Methodist Illinois
Great Rivers Conference (IGRC).
Signing in and continental breakfast
begins at 8:30 a.m. Lunch is
provided and child care is available
on request for this free seminar.
Please register in advance online at
https://igrc-regbrtapp.com/violence
by October 12th, or by contacting
Pat Davis at pat@bnpdavis.com or
217-344-2075.

Wesley’s New Children's
and Youth Music Director
My name is Samantha Barra and I
am the Children's and Youth Music
Director here at Wesley Church! I
am currently working toward my
bachelor's in Choral Music
Education at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Beyond singing, I thoroughly enjoy
playing the violin, ukulele, piano
and guitar. I love creating music
with all ages and am already thrilled
with how wonderful our Sunday
School children sound. Their
enthusiasm for singing and worship
make it all the more enjoyable to
teach. Outside of music, I am fond
of running and reading.

October 15, 2015

The Spire

Grow at Wesley

New Small Group Beginning
October 15th on the Life of
the Apostle Paul
Wesley Stitchers meet Oct.
15th; everyone is welcome!
The Wesley Knitting Ministry has
changed its name to the Wesley
Stitchers in order to invite all
knitters, crocheters, sewers,
quilters, cross-stitchers,
embroiderers, crafters, etc. to join
us on the second Wednesday of
each month at 9:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room. We exchange
ideas & assistance, and enjoy
conversation until 11:00. We can
even teach you a new skill! Babysitting can be available when
arranged a week in advance of our
meeting. For more information
contact Mariella Lansford at 3524390 or email her at
mvlansford@comcast.net
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Join us on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
beginning October 15th. We'll be
reading and discussing Adam
Hamilton's new book The Call: The
Life and Message of The Apostle
Paul. Together we'll follow the
journeys of Paul, beginning with his
dramatic conversion, as he spread
the Gospel through modern-day
Greece and Turkey. Travel to the
early church sites and explore Paul’s
conversations with the Romans,
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and
Thessalonians. In this six-week
study, you are invited to experience
faith through Christ’s greatest
teacher and missionary. Contact
Pastor Miriam for more info
(msnider@wesleyui.org). Books are
available in the Center Office for $10.

Hopes and Fears: A New
Small Group Opportunity
for Parents!
Parenting is a tough job and so
Wesley invites you to join one of
our new small group conversations
exploring the joys and challenges of
parenting. Two groups are meeting
on a weekly basis: Tuesdays at
Noon in the Student Lounge (led by
Elizabeth Sullivan) and Tuesdays at
6:30 p.m. in Room 127 (led by Emily
and Scott Lux). Free childcare is
offered at both times in the nursery.
All are invited. The groups meet
weekly, but participants are invited
to come when it fits in your
schedule. Bring a lunch or dinner if
need be and join us!
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Take Action
Recap of Fall Seminar on
Black and White in America

September 27th Play
Reading Very Meaningful

local groups communicating and
working together.

Nearly 100 Wesleyites, students,
and guests attended a potluck lunch
and the dramatic reading of the play
Tangled on September 27th.
Written by local playwright and
professor at the University of
Illinois, Nicole Anderson-Cobb and
performed in the Great Hall, the
play has received praise from critics
for its dramatic presentation of an
important issue that impacts all of
the citizens of our country.
Dr. Anderson-Cobb recruited the
nine guest readers from local
African-American churches who did
an excellent job of bringing the
issue of gun violence in the south
side of Chicago and its impact on all
of us to the audience at Wesley.

This program was sponsored by The
Wesley Foundation, Ernie and Lois
Gullerud, Wesley United Methodist
Women and the Wesley Social
Action Ministry. This event was one
of several which have taken place at
Wesley this fall with a focus on
Black and White in America- a look
at racial relations and violence.
Thanks to everyone who
participated.

This year’s fall seminar on October
4th was well attended, with about
165 in the audience. Many people
from the community, in addition to
people from Wesley, came to hear
the speakers talk about racial
relations and violence here and
across the country. There were
good questions and interactions
among the panelists and the
audience. Hopefully, the seminar,
as well as the preceding films shown
on the topic and the dramatic play
reading on September 27th will be
incentives for more intracommunity
conversations on this very
important and concerning topic.
Think about what you can and will
do to improve the safety and
acceptance of everyone in our
diverse community and country, as
our duty as Christians is to care for
each other. Do you have ideas on
follow up sessions on this issue?
Please contact us by emailing Judith
Unger at junger08@comcast.net or
Annette Lansford at
alansford1713@gmail.com.
Thank you!

The play reading was followed by a
discussion of gun violence, policing,
and racial relations led by Rev. Dr.
Miley Palmer, former director of
The Wesley Foundation and senior
pastor of Wesley UMC, and Dr.
Anderson-Cobb. The coming
together of people, all of whom are
local citizens concerned about racial
relations and violence here and
elsewhere in the country, was
gratifying and hopefully the start of
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United Methodist Women

Save these dates!
UMW Happy Birthday Gala
Please join us on Wednesday,
October 28th at 11:30 a.m. at Milo’s
Restaurant. We will be celebrating
September and October birthdays.
All are welcome!
Happy September Birthday to:
Megan Farkas, Dana Lamb, Judith
Unger, Diana Herriott, Cynthia
Haymon-Coleman, Donna Anderson,
Adam Gruber (organist), Meg
Rauschenberger, Melissa Applebee,
Larrianne Jordan, Molly Scott, and
Doris Jones.

Happy October Birthday to: Cara
Knox Gutzmer, Wendy Kapp, Judith
Staley, Ruth Jackson, Yvette
Whiteley, Carole Biehl, Elizabeth
Johnson, Robbie Berg, Rebecca
Byrne, Rebecca Danenhower,
Frankie Mosborg, Janet Peters,
Marilyn Whittaker, Pat Jordan,
Mary Beth Metcalf, June Watson,
Kathryn Weaver, Jie Wu Smith, Vicki
Johnson, Christine Sevec-Johnson,
Rebecca Wallon, and Roberta
Lindstrand.

Saturday, November 7th
Iroquois River District UMW
Personal Growth Retreat &
Officer Update
Watseka UMC
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

UMW General Program
Join us on Wednesday, November
4th, at 9:30 a.m. in the West
Lounge.
Anthony Stauder will lead a
presentation on the "The Church

and People with Disabilities." All
are welcome. Join us for fellowship
at 9:00 a.m. For childcare please
contact Virginia Dickey at
vdickey88@gmail.com.

Church Women United of
Champaign-Urbana
will hold a celebration of World
Community Day on Friday,
November 6th, from 9:30-11:00 a.m.
at Bethel AME Church, 401 E. Park
St., Champaign. As part of our focus
on "Companions on a Journey," we
will be bringing together women
from different cultural backgrounds
to share their stories from their
Christian journeys.

Children’s & Youth Ministry
SUNDAYS
Nursery Care is available
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. Service
Infant – 3 years
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years
1st Sunday
Infant – 5 years
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Children’s Ministry at
Wesley
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5
grade students meets the 2nd-5th
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in
Room 127 A and B, after the
children attend the Children’s
Moment in Church with their
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m.

Youth Ministry at Wesley
th

Sunday School for Middle and High
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.
2nd – 5th Sundays: Fellowship,
scripture study and doughnuts are
always included!
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Announcements
Fall Clean Up Day, Nov 7th
Volunteers are needed for Wesley
Fall Clean Up Day on Saturday,
November 7th from 9 a.m. – Noon.
If possible please bring your own
rake and work gloves. Pizza will be
served at Noon. Contact Donna
Giffen at donna@wesleyui.org or
call 344-1120 if you can attend.

Sympathy to
Rev. Don Walden and family at the
death of his wife, long-time Wesley
member, Patty Jo, on Wednesday,
September 23rd. Her funeral service
was held in Wesley Sanctuary on
Saturday, September 26th, and was
officiated by Rev. Dr. E. Paul Unger
and Rev. Dan King Crede.

Thank you!

Thank you!
The family of Patty Jo Walden is
deeply appreciative of the love and
concern so abundantly expressed in
various ways at her passing. Wesley
was very meaningful to her and the
Memorial Service and multiple
kindnesses were reflective of that
bonding. We have been blessed!
- Don Walden and family

Wesley Sound System
Volunteers Needed
Can you help? Some training is
available, but volunteers will ideally
have some familiarity with audio
equipment and processing digital
audio. The time commitment is
several hours per week, including
the 9:30 worship service and
flexible work at home.
Interested? Have questions?
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120
or donna@wesleyui.org.

For the prayers and cards when I
was recently hospitalized. I truly
felt surrounded by the peace and
healing love of Christ.
- Gay King Crede

We will miss you!
Wesley long-time members, Frankie
and Bob Mosborg have moved to
Lisle, Illinois to live closer to their
daughter and family. Their new
address is: 1700 Robin Lane; Apt.
551; Lisle IL 60532

Thank you!
To David Murphy of AOM Painting
for his donation of services on the
painting of the West Lounge. It is
greatly appreciated and the West
Lounge looks nice.

Wesley Meals on Wheels
Team has Completed Their
Two Weeks of Duty!
Many thanks to these Wesley
volunteers for delivering meals for
Family Service: Kristen DeanGrossmann, Evelyn Denzin, Meridee
Dornhoff, Susan Haney, Jane
McCulley, Ray and Barbara Norton,
Myrna Smith, Karla Swanberg,
Brenda Thompson, and Helen
Woods. Much appreciation for a
task well done!

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
HELP! The email list of coffee hour
hosts is becoming so short that we
are in danger, at times, of having no
beverages at coffee hour! Folks on
our list are getting older and some
have had to quit participating in this
activity. We need some new names
on the list to keep this important
activity going.
This is not a difficult task and takes
only a couple of hours on a Sunday
morning. All the supplies needed
are provided and an “old timer”
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would be willing to be there the first
Sunday to “show you the ropes.” If
you are a “single” you could be
paired with someone.

The Spire
Vicki in the Center Office at
vicki@wesleyui.org to have your
name added to the list. Thank you.

Please consider volunteering for this
job occasionally. You can email

Money Counters Needed
If you would like to help count the
offering on Monday mornings about
9:15 a.m., please contact Meridee
Dornhoff at (217) 356-3498 or
mdornhof@comcast.net. Thank
you!

Food Pantry News

September Updates
Hunger Action Month was an
exciting and busy time for the Food
Pantry, with everyone chipping in to
do their part. Staff members spread
the Pantry’s mission in classrooms
and at local fairs and events. In
addition, the Pantry’s very own
director, Katie Thomas, participated
in the SNAP Hunger Challenge to
raise awareness for Hunger Action
Month. In recognition of Katie’s
awareness-raising, a generous
Pantry donor agreed to match up to
$2,000 raised through October 15th
from donors responding to Katie’s
SNAP Challenge.
September may be over, but deep
down we know that every month is
Hunger Action Month. So if you
missed the opportunity to maximize
your impact, you may consider
making an online contribution or
volunteering with the Pantry. Last
month the Food Pantry served a
combined total of 1,740 clients from
416 families. On behalf of our
neighbors in need, thank you for
your support!
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Updates from the Social
Service Desk
iHelp
Nine members of Latina-based
sorority Alpha Pi Sigma volunteered
with the Pantry last month for
iHelp, a campus-wide day of service.
In preparation for the October
evening distribution they cleaned
shopping carts and doubled brown
paper grocery sacks.
Alpha Pi Sigma, thank you for your
service in completing these oftenoverlooked tasks!

New Grant
The Champaign Walmart has
awarded the Wesley Food Pantry
with the Walmart Community
Grant. The award of $1,500 will be
used to purchase delicious new
food items for our clients.
Walmart, thank you for your
support!

Thank you to pharmacy techs from
the Champaign Walgreen’s Kirby
Branch who
visited the
Pantry last
month and
gave free
flu-shots to
clients in
the waiting
area.
Together
they were able to serve 39 Food
Pantry clients!

Like Us on Facebook
Take a quick moment to like the
Wesley Evening Food Pantry on
Facebook. It’s a great way to keep
up with Food Pantry current events.
Also, the Pantry is excited to start
joining in on Photo-Op Fridays! Visit
Our Facebook Page to share your
favorite Pantry images and your
photo could be featured on our
website and/or newsletter!
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Community Days
Who doesn't love a great sale?
Bergner's is sponsoring their
semiannual Community Days
fundraiser which includes the
Wesley Food Pantry. For only $5
you get a $10 off coupon, plus over
$500 more in coupons. 100% of
what the Pantry sells stays with the
Pantry. Booklets will be offered for
sale in Watseka Lounge between
Church services on Sundays.
You can also tell your friends and
relatives, and order booklets online
at http://bit.ly10g8Enm by Nov. 3rd
for shipment to anyone’s home for
use at any of the Bon-Ton family of
stores. All money raised via online
booklet sales will be sent to the
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Pantry by Bon-Ton. You can also
stop by rooms 108B or 209, or email
donate@wesleypantry.org to get
yours today if Sundays are not
convenient for you. Shop in person
or online Nov. 11-14. Get your
bargain booklet today and help
support your neighbors in need
while scoring some great bargains!

College of Education—Hannah,
Taylor, and Natalia are creating new
and exciting activities and programs
for our Children’s Activity Center.

Fall Semester Service
Learners

Many thanks and deepest
condolences go to the family of
Patty Jo Walden. The Waldens
chose the Food Pantry as one of the
recipients of Patty Jo’s memorials,
and it has made a tremendous
difference to the Pantry and our
clients. We will miss the evergracious Patty Jo.

This fall semester the Wesley Food
Pantry welcomes eight special
service learners from the U of I
College of Media, the School of
Social Work, and the College of
Education.
While Social Work students Asha,
Dorina, and Hanna begin the early
stages of planning for a small
fundraiser, Media students will be
performing social media outreach in
order to increase Food Pantry
visibility on Facebook and Twitter.
This semester Anni and Maddie will
also introduce us to the “Client
Corner” where we’ll have the
opportunity to hear from our clients
on what the Pantry means to them.
Finally, three students from the

Welcome students! And thank you
for your services.

Thank You!

2015, so far…
@Wesley

@Parkland

1794 Households 1071 Households
8458 Individuals 3758 Individuals
3763 Children
1580 Children

Campus Ministry News
Doubt Night
Wednesday, October 21st
Our fall Doubt Night will be
Wednesday, October 21st, in the Etc.
Coffeehouse. We've got a great
group of panelists, including Pastor
Miriam, Rev. Paul Unger, and Rev.
Megan Thompson. Questions about
the Bible, Christianity, other
religions, current issues, etc., are
ALL welcome! We'll gather in the

coffeehouse at 8:30 p.m. for a
simple supper, and then start our
conversation at 9:00 p.m. What
question do you want to ask? Bring
it and some friends and we'll see
you at Doubt Night!

All Hallows' Eve
Friday, October 30th
We've got TWO awesome
opportunities to celebrate, and we

hope you'll join us for both! Our
annual Halloween costume party
will be Friday, October 30th, from 46 p.m. in the Etc. Coffeehouse,
followed by our Fright Fest Double
Feature in the Great Hall, at 7:00
p.m. Costumes are encouraged, but
not required. We'll have prizes,
special treats, and a LOT of fun, so
invite some friends and we'll have a
spooky good time!
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Wesley Staff
Senior Pastor/Director
Rev. Dan King Crede
Campus Minister
Rev. Julie Dowler
Associate Minister
Rev. Miriam Snider
Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music
Brian Sullivan
Dir. of Christian Education & Youth
Rachel Maehr
Director of Chinese Ministry
Jie Wu
Organist
Adam Gruber
Dir. of Choral Music
Dr. Barrington Coleman
Bell Choir Director
Morgan Boes
Kingdom Singers Director
Samantha Barra
Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver
Meg Rauschenberger
Administrative Assistant
Donna Giffen
Office Secretary
Vicki Johnson
Accountant
Bonnie Taylor
Aide for Development
Wayne Wilson
Food Pantry Director
Katie Thomas
Food Pantry Operations Manager
Dawn Longfellow
Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator
Brittany Coleman
Director of Communications
Derek Attig
IT Computer Specialist
Laura Licari
Property Manager
Richard Young
Full-time Custodian
Jack Driver
Part-time Custodians
Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson
Weekend Custodians
Justin & Megan Farkas

Campus Ministry
We have many ways for undergrad,
graduate, and international students to
get involved. Check out our calendar
and join us!
Friday, October 16th, 3:00-4:00 p.m. (&
every Friday)
125 Conference Room
ESL Class – We welcome beginners
through advanced students as we
practice English and learn about the
language.
4:00-6:00 p.m. (& every Friday)
Etc. Coffeehouse
International Coffeehouse –
International & domestic students,
along with visiting scholars and
community members are invited to join
us for coffee, snacks & conversation as
we practice English, make new friends
& learn about each other’s cultures!
Sunday, October 18th, 9:30 & 11:15
a.m. (& every Sunday)
Sanctuary & Great Hall
Sunday Worship
Tuesday, October 20th, 7:00 p.m. (&
every Tuesday)
Student Lounge
Venture small group for
undergraduates - Join us as we meet to
chat about school, life and faith as we
enjoy snacks, friends & fellowship!
8:30-10:00 p.m. (& every Tuesday)
Etc. Coffeehouse
Grad Student Book Study - Graduate
students from all disciplines are invited
to participate in our book study. This
fall we're reading Dietrich Bonhoeffer's
Life Together. Questions? Email
Michael Drummond at
gradstudy@wesleyui.org.
Wednesday, October 21st, 9:00 p.m. (&
every Wednesday)
Etc. Coffeehouse
Midweek Student Worship - Our
student-led worship gathers in the
coffeehouse for fellowship and snacks,
then enjoys casual worship together in

the Student Lounge. It's a great way
to help you make it through the week!
**Special Midweek - October 21st Doubt Night!
Sunday, October 25th, 6:00 p.m.
Wesley Student Center/Spurgeon's
Bonfire and Cookout at John & Ann
Spurgeon's - We'll gather at Wesley,
then carpool to the Spurgeon's for a
fall night out! Please bring a bag of
chips or something to drink - we'll
provide the hot dogs, veggie dogs, &
all the makings for s'mores! Musical
instruments are also welcome!
Friday, October 30th, 7:00 p.m.
Great Hall
Fright Fest Double Feature - Invite
your friends and join us for a
Halloween movie double feature!
We'll gather in the Great Hall
(appropriately decorated for the
season!) and watch a couple of nottoo-spooky flicks as we celebrate the
holiday!
Sunday, November 15th, 10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary & Great Hall
Combined Thanksgiving Worship
Service and Potluck - Join us for our
combined worship service, followed
by our traditional Thanksgiving
potluck dinner in the Great Hall
(around noon). Students just need to
bring their appetites and invite your
friends! It's also Dad's weekend and
we'd love to have your Dad and family
join us for this special Sunday!

Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School
10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Children & Adult
Education Classes

