
 

 

Wesley 101:  Get Connected 

Beginning August 28th, Wesley 
members and visitors are invited to 
learn about opportunities for 
connection at Wesley as we gather 
for refreshments and fellowship 
during Coffee Hour on Sunday from 
10:30 to 11:00 a.m.  Each week 
Wesley 101 will focus on different 
Wesley groups and teams with 
shared ministries in Music and 
Worship, Justice and Missions, Food 
Insecurity Outreach, Small Group 
Study and more.  Whether you’ve 
attended Wesley for five weeks, five 
months or five years, Wesley 101 
gives you a chance to find out what 
Wesley groups are doing right now 
and be inspired to make deeper 
connections to church, community 
and each other. 
 

The first Sunday, August 28th, 
Wesley 101 will focus on the Wesley 
Student Center.  Pastor Julie 
Dowler, Wesley Peer Ministers and 
others will be on hand with 
information about the Etc. 
Coffeehouse, Midweek Worship, 
Movie Nights and much more. 
 

Sunday, August 28th - Wesley 
Student Center 

Sunday, Sept 11th - Music and 
Worship 

 Chancel Choir 

 Bell Choir 

 Contemporary Worship Team 

 Midweek Worship Music  

Sunday, September 18th - Justice 
and Missions 

 SAM (Social Action Ministry) 

 Jonestown Miss. Mission Trip  

 Green Team 

 Voter Registration 

 Wesley Food Pantry 

 Discipleship Team 
 

Sunday, September 25th - NO 
WESLEY 101 
BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY:  One 
Service at 10:30, Potluck at Noon 
 

Sunday, October 2nd - World 
Communion Sunday & Food 
Insecurity 

 Wesley Food Pantry 

 Sharing Shelves 

 Illini Fighting Hunger 

Sunday, October 9th - Fall Seminar 
Small Group Studies 

 Discipleship Team 

 Grad Study Group 

 Progressive Bible Study 

 Men’s Bible Study 

 The Book Club 

 Chinese Ministry Study Groups 

 The Breakfast Club 

 Wesley Covenant Group 

 Women’s Monday Book Study 
 

Sunday, October 16th - Sunday & 
Church School 

 Children & Youth 

 Adult Bible Study 

 Scriptural Foundations 

 Forum Class 

 Animate Study Group 
 

Sunday, October 23rd - Wesley 
UMW, Health and Wellness 

 United Methodist Women 

 Stitchers Group 

 Parish Nurse Program 

 WesCare 

 Yoga with Daily Bread Yoga 
 

Interested in finding out what these 
groups do?  Look for more details 
about Wesley 101 in upcoming 
Wesley Weekly e-news and 
announcements. 
 

- Social Action Ministry (SAM) 
 

“Do your little bit of good where 
you are; it’s those little bits of good 
put together that overwhelm the 
world.” ~Desmond Tutu 
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Take Action 

Here are five simple things 
you can do to help Wesley 
become a home for new 
people… 

1. When you talk with a guest 
after worship, be sure to 
introduce yourself and offer to 
walk with them to Coffee Hour.  
Coffee Hour is also a great place 
to introduce them to others.  
Beginning on August 28th there 
will be extra reasons to go to 
Coffee Hour and to invite our 
guests as different ministry 
groups will be setting up 
information about all the many 
ways to get involved and 
connected at Wesley.  Look for 
more info about Wesley 101 in 
the Spire, the bulletin and 
weekly email. 

 
2. Volunteer to write emails or 

personal notes to guests 
throughout the week.  Do you 
have a gift for communication, 
the time to write a few personal 
notes and a desire to help 
newcomers connect?  If you do, 
please talk with Pastor Miriam.  
She will pass along the contact 
info for guests each week and 
even give guidance on what to 
write if needed.  Personal follow-
up (from more than a pastor) is 
an important part of connecting 
with new people. 

 

3. Pay attention and keep yourself 
updated as to what is going on 
at the Church and Student 
Center.  Often we look through 
announcements to see if there is 
anything we are interested in 
participating in, but we 
encourage you to get an idea of 
the breadth of things happening.  
This way when you talk with a 
new person or even people 
outside of Wesley (friends, co-
workers, neighbors) you'll have 
something to invite them to or 
an event to tell others about that 
excites you. 

 
4. Don't underestimate the power 

of personal conversation and 
invitation when visiting with 
new people.  It takes interaction 
with multiple people in a setting 
like a church to make the 
experience memorable and 
positive for new people.  We 
don't want to overwhelm guests, 
but generous, pleasant and 
memorable connections are 
important. 

 
5. Don't underestimate the power 

of inviting a new person or 
engaging a new person at an 
event outside of worship.  
Invitations to events like the Fall 
Seminar or a Movie Night or a 
Parent's Night Out event are 
important in the process of a 
new person connecting with 
Wesley's vision and mission, the 
breadth of its congregation, and 
gaining comfort in the building.  
Plan to invite a friend or a new 
neighbor or co-worker to a 
special event at Wesley this fall. 

 
There will be many events for 
welcoming students to Wesley 

during Welcome Week August 21st - 
27th! Look for more info to come.  
Volunteers will also be needed.  If 
you'd like to volunteer, talk with 
Pastor Julie or Pastor Miriam. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
The Discipleship & Family Ministry 

Team 
 

Help Wesley Become a 
Student’s Home on 
Campus…Sign-Up to Adopt-
A-Student Today!  

About the Program: 
Three years ago we began pairing 
community members with students 
for ongoing support and 
encouragement for the first 
semester of the school year with 
some success.  This fall we would 
like to extend that same hospitality 
to students again.  The commitment 
of the program is for 2 hours a 
month for 4 months (September – 
December 2016). 
 
At Wesley we are already home to 
many students, who find our 
building, staff, community 
members, and programming helpful 
and nourishing while students.  
With this program we hope to make 
a student’s experience in college 
and at Wesley Church even better 
through intentional hospitality.  We 
invite you to join us by signing up to 
adopt-a-student today! 
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Opportunities to sign-up begin 
August 14th on Sunday mornings, 
and throughout the week at 
Wesley. 
 
Online sign-up will be available 
soon! 
 
If you have questions contact 
Pastor Miriam at 
msnider@wesleyui.org 
 
If you sign-up to adopt a student, 
here is what will be expected:  

 Attend a meet-n-greet 
gathering to meet your student 
and other people involved in 
the program.  This is where you 
will connect and set up your 
first time to get together with 
your student.  The first meet-n-
greet will be Sunday, 
September 18th at 10:30 a.m. in 
Etc. Coffeehouse. 

 Meet with your student at least 
2 hours a month at a time 
agreed upon by both.  This 
could be for coffee or a meal.  
This time is for finding out how 
your student is doing, what they 
are studying, about their family, 
and so on. 

 Give the student your email and 
phone number and encourage 
them to contact you if and 
when they would like.  

 Let your student know if you 
won’t be able to meet with 
them for some reason and set 
up another time to meet. 

 When possible, attend church 
together or go to a special 
event at Wesley.  Examples 
include potlucks, trivia night, 
the Fall Seminar, etc.) 

 Complete a final program 
survey. 

 Contact Pastor Miriam Snider at 
msnider@wesleyui.org if there 
is an issue concerning the 
program or one’s partnership. 

 
The Commitment is for:  

 2 hours a month for 4 months 
(September-December) 

 
The Rewards include: 

 Meeting new people 

 Getting to know bright and 
interesting students 

 Helping students remain 
connected with the church 

 Developing a relationship with 
someone of a different 
generation 

Bishop Frank Beard, Newly 
Elected Bishop of the North 
Central Jurisdiction 

Bishop Frank Beard served as the 
senior pastor of Castleton United 
Methodist Church prior to being 
elected to the Episcopacy.  He has 
been elected five times to serve as a 
delegate to General Conference, 
and six times to represent the 
conference at Jurisdictional 
Conference.  He served as the chair 
of the Indiana delegation this year. 
 

Delegation member and World 
Methodist Evangelism Institute 
Executive Director, the Rev. Dr. Kim 
Reisman said, “I’ve worked with 
Frank in a variety of contexts – local 
church, Annual Conference, General 
Church.  In all of these 
environments, he brings an 
important blend of firm conviction 
and pastoral grace.  I believe that’s 
a crucial combination for leadership 
in our day.” 
 
“Frank Beard brings a great deal of 
experience to the table as a leader 
of the local church, the Indiana 
Conference, and the General 
Conference.  He is a godly leader 
filled with love and compassion for 
people.  His leadership inspires me 
to be a better pastor and leader,” 
said the Rev. Tony Alstott, pastor of 
Wesley Chapel United Methodist 
Church and delegation member. 
 
Bishop Beard has served in a variety 
of leadership roles at every level of 
the Church.  Within the conference, 
he has been a district 
superintendent, and has been 
actively involved as a member or 
former member of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, the Episcopacy 
Committee, the Church 
Development Committee, the Black 
Methodist for Church Renewal 
(BMCR), and the Large Church 
Initiative, just to name a few. 
 
At the General Church level, Bishop 
Beard has served in positions with 
the General Commission on General 
Conference, including 2020 Site 
Selection Chair; General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry and 
the General Board of Discipleship, 
as well as serving as a member of 
the National Black Methodist for 
Church Renewal and the General 
Board of Discipleship. 
 

mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
mailto:msnider@wesleyui.org
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Ordained a deacon in 1982 and an 
Elder in 1985, Bishop Beard has 
served in many different ministry 
settings ranging from small to large 
churches, as well as having served 
as district superintendent of the 
former Kokomo and North Central 
Districts for eight years prior to his 
appointment to Castleton UMC in 
July 2012. 
 
Bishop Beard has a strong sense of 
community and has extensive 
volunteer experience through the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), Youth for Christ, the 
Urban League, K-21 Foundation of 
Kosciusko County, Greater Warsaw 
Ministerial Association and more.  
He has also served as an adjunct 
professor at Grace College, Winona 
Lake, Ind., teaching at two of their 
correctional system sites. 
 
“Dr. Frank Beard has been prepared 
by God to help lead the church in 
the 21st Century.  His passion, 
genuine love of God, and 
commitment to the church is 
evident to all who look with a 
discerning heart,” said the Rev. Dr. 
Reginald Lee, pastor of Wesley 
United Methodist Church, 
Indianapolis. 

 
Bishop Beard is married to Melissa 
Kay Riffell, and they have two 

daughters:  Eleanor Lee and Emily 
Beard.  They have two 
grandchildren:  Maya and Elijah Lee.  
He is an avid outdoorsman, 
fisherman, and lover of sports.  
Other hobbies include cooking, 
antiquing and garage sales. 
 
The Current 
August 2016, Vol. 21 No.1 

Save The Date! 
Wesley Fall Seminar:  
Global Immigration 

Sunday, October 9th, at 2 p.m.  
in the Watseka Lounge. 

New Wesley Re-Usable 
Grocery Tote for Sale 

Wesley wants to help you go green 
as well as promote Wesley Church 
and our mission of fighting hunger 
in our community at the same time.  
New first-time guests at Wesley this 

fall will each receive a grocery tote 
packed with Wesley info and other 
goodies as a gift, but we'd like to 
make them available to community 
members as well.  You can purchase 
a grocery tote throughout the week 
by seeing Donna Giffen in the office 
or on Sundays mornings during 
Coffee Hour.  The cost is $3 for one 
bag or $5 for two bags.  Your 
purchase of a Wesley re-usable 
grocery tote will help us give them 
away for free this fall to new 
visitors. 

Now, when you go to the grocery 
store you'll want to be sure to take 
your Wesley bags with you!
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Grow at Wesley 

New Important Small Group 
Opportunity 

Wesley Covenant Group 

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome! 
 
Join us for this new small group 
opportunity at Wesley. 
 
Building relationships with God and 
one another, caring for one 
another, and growing in our lives of 
faith is the vision at the core of this 
new group.  The group will meet 
weekly on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge and 
will be guided by a set of reflection 
questions.  There is no homework 
and participants are invited to come 
as often as they can. 
 
This is a small group for those looking 
to grow as disciples, those who desire 
to get to know others better, and 
those willing to commit themselves to 
a core set of values (fellowship, study, 
worship, prayer, and service).  Every-
one is invited.  There is no need to 
sign up and new participants are 
welcome to show up at any Thursday 
night meeting that works for them. 
 

If you'd like more information or 
you'd like to talk to someone about 
the new group, contact Andrea Bohn 
at abohn@illinois.edu.  This is an 
exciting opportunity for the Wesley 
community.  We hope you'll join! 

The Breakfast Club 

Come join us at Espresso Royale, 
1411 S. Neil Street Thursday 
mornings at 7:00 a.m. for 
discussion and fellowship.  For 
questions or the current reading for 
discussion, contact Elaine at 
elaine.bearden@gmail.com.  We'd 
love to see you!  We aim to wrap up 
by 8:00 a.m. each session. 

New Discipleship 
Opportunity Coming This 
Fall and It’s Electronic 

Beginning Monday, September 12th, 
all Wesley community members 
signed up to receive our weekly e-
news will begin receiving a daily 
Scripture and short reflection from 
retired Wesley clergy member 
Pastor Ann Spurgeon.  It’s part of a 
new 45 Days of Discipleship journey 
to challenge Wesley community 
members to dig into the scriptures 
for and to practice tithing.  The 45-

day challenge will lead up to 
Wesley’s annual stewardship 
Sunday.  You will be invited to do 1 
of 4 things: 

1. Read the Scripture selections 

2. Read the Scripture selections 
and Pastor Ann’s reflections 

3. Practice tithing for 45 days or 

4. All three practices together. 

 
We encourage you to keep a journal 
of your thoughts and reflections. 

 
If you prefer not to receive the 
emails, everyone will be given the 
chance to opt out by sending an 
email to Donna Giffen at 
donna@wesleyui.org. 

Suggestions from Pastor 
Ann for the 45 Days of 
Discipleship Challenge 

The readings will give tastes of 
different sorts of Scripture 
throughout the Bible.  Using the 
table of contents will help locate 
each Scripture Book.  The purpose 
or type of each passage is indicated. 

 
Pastor Ann also suggests using the 
New Revised Standard Version or 
The Message translations.  Using a 
Bible with good footnotes will also 
enhance your understanding. 

 
Each reading will be one chapter or 
passage.  Some will be shorter than 
others.  NT designates “New 
Testament” which is in the last 1/4 
of the Bible, beginning with 
Matthew.  OT designates “Old 
Testament” or “Hebrew 
Testament,” the first 3/4 of the 
Bible, beginning with Genesis. 

mailto:abohn@illinois.edu
mailto:elaine.bearden@gmail.com
mailto:donna@wesleyui.org
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About Pastor Ann 

Pastor Ann Spurgeon loves to study 
scripture.  She finds it exciting and 
spiritually refreshing.  Since she 
retired to Urbana in 2012, she and 
her husband, John, have been 
attending Wesley.  Pastor Ann is a 
retired Elder of the Northern Illinois 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  She often helps with the 
11:15 a.m. Sunday Worship service 

and is an occasional preacher in 
Sunday Worship.  She is a writer and 
a poet, and teaches a progressive 
Bible study.  She would like to share 
some of her love of scripture with 
her beloved Wesley family.  This is 
why she has worked with Pastors 
Dan and Miriam to create an email 
Bible study called 45 Days of 
Discipleship--to enrich her spiritual 
life and hopefully yours. 

 

United Methodist Women 

End of Summer Potluck 

August 22nd, 6:00 p.m.at the home 
of Ingrid Hutchings. 

UMW September Program 

We will gather on Wednesday, 
September 7th, at 9:30 a.m. in the 
West Lounge.  Susan Connor, 
Iroquois River District 
Representative for the UMW 
supported mission, Lessie Bates 

Davis Neighborhood House, will 
present the program.  There will be 
fellowship and snacks at 9:00 a.m. 
before the meeting.  All are 
welcome to attend and if childcare 
is needed, please contact Virginia 
Dickey at Vdickey88@gmail.com 

Fall Meeting of the Iroquois 
River District United 
Methodist Women 

Saturday, September 24th, from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the 
Sullivan First UMC, 216 W. 
Jefferson, Sullivan, IL.  Reverend 
Lori Bultemeier, Christian Life 
Coordinator of the Baby Fold, will 
present the program, “Grandma’s 
Rocking Chair.”  The cost of lunch is 
$9.  Make checks payable to Sullivan 
UMW by September 19th. 
 

Donations of love gifts are copies of 
the book Auggie and Me:  Three 
Wonder Stories by R. J. Palacio for 
Cunningham Children’s Home and 
soap, hand towels, and wash 
clothes for Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House. 

The Illinois Great River’s 
Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Women 

Saturday, October 1st, at Decatur 
Grace UMC, 901 North Main Street, 
Decatur, IL, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  The Reverend Kathy King-
Nobles, Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in Decatur will 
present the program “A Call to 
Action:  Yesterday!  Today!  
Tomorrow!”  Registration fee is $20 
and includes lunch.  Make checks 
payable to IGRC UMW by 
September 21st.

mailto:Vdickey88@gmail.com
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Youth Ministry  

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 

Sunday School Kickoff is 
September 11th 

at 9:30 a.m. on the Front Lawn 
Inflatables, Games, Fun! 

Announcements 

From time to time the United 
Methodist Women are called upon 
to provide refreshments for a 
funeral reception.  We feel 
privileged to offer this service and 
are more than happy to do this for 
families who are grieving for a loved 
one.  Unfortunately the pool of 
workers we can call on has declined 
in recent years. 
 
So—we are compiling a list of folks 
(men welcome) willing to lend a 
hand at these receptions—either by 
working at the event in some 
capacity or providing food or both. 
What we would like to do is compile 
2 lists.  The first would be workers.  
If we get a bigger list, we could 
divide the work into shifts—set up, 
serve, and clean up.  The other 

would be a list of those willing to 
provide food.  This is usually 
cookies/bars, vegetable trays, fruit 
trays and cheese and crackers.  In 
this way the work/donations could 
be spread around more.  We could 
then rotate responsibility and not 
always call on the same people. 
 
Please see Sue Kiddoo at Coffee 
Hour, call her at 367-2991 or email 
her at sue.kiddoo@comcast.net.  
We hope to get a good response.  
We will all need this important 
service at some time, unfortunately. 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help with sound one or 
more Sundays per month?  Training 
is available.  The time commitment 
is for setup, operation, and closure 
for the 9:30 worship service on an 
ongoing basis.  We would like to 
have a team so volunteers can plan 

on one to two services each month.  
Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120. 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m., please 
contact Meridee Dornhoff at 356-
3498.  Thank you! 

NEEDED! 

The weekly evening food pantry 
will start on September 1st.  
Volunteers are needed to work at 
the children's book center during 
the hours of 4:45-7 p.m. (every 
Thursday).  Willing helpers will only 
be asked to work one time per 
month or less.  If interested, please 
contact Annette Lansford at 
alansford1713@comcast.net or call 
her at 217-352 0112.  Thank you for 
your help! 

mailto:sue.kiddoo@comcast.net
mailto:alansford1713@comcast.net
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Reflections 

Reflections on forgiveness and 
greeting more than our brothers 
and sisters. 
 
July 30, 2016 | by Donna Camp 

 

“You have heard that it was said, 
“You shall love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.”  But I say 
to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute 

you, so that you may be children 
of your Father in heaven; for he 

makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on 

the righteous and on the 
unrighteous.  For if you love 

those who love you, what reward 
do you have?  Do not even the 

tax-collectors do the same?  And 
if you greet only your brothers 
and sisters, what more are you 
doing than others?  Do not even 

the Gentiles do the same?  Be 
perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect.” 
[Matthew 5:43-48] 

 
How many times have I heard this 
passage in church, read it as part of 
a devotion, or even read it out loud 
as liturgist?  Dozens?  A hundred 
times, even?  Has that sentence 
about greeting people always been 

there?  Wait, is forgiveness even in 
that passage? 
 
I’ve been reflecting on, or more like 
wrestling with, these questions 
since the day after the first Sunday 
of June.  I didn’t notice the “And if 
you greet only your brothers and 
sisters…” when it was read on the 
Sunday.  It wasn’t until the next day 
when I was reading the lesson to a 
Wesley member who was not able 
to be in worship that I noticed.  
“And if you greet only your brothers 
and sisters, what more are you 
doing than others?”  Where did that 
come from?  What does it have to 
do with loving my enemy? 
 
In my searches for what others have 
written about the connections 
between forgiveness and greeting 
others, I came across the text of a 
speech that Dr. Maya Angelou gave 
at Vanderbilt University, 
 

“A simple greeting of ‘hello’ or 
the gesture of a smile could 

make a significant difference in 
the life of someone who doesn’t 

think the sun will shine 
anymore.”  [Maya Angelou, 

February 2006] 

 

Oh.  I should know this.  After 
welcoming thousands of people to 
the Wesley Food Pantry, I have seen 
how faces and body language 
change with relief when a new 
visitor receives a smile and warm 
welcome.  Is this, then, one of the 
ways we know we are on the path 
to loving our neighbor, or forgiving 
our enemy, as God loves and 
forgives us—that we can greet them 
as we would a brother or sister?  It 
seems like a pretty simple step, but 
I know I often fail to do it. 
 
May God forgive me for the times I 
have lowered my eyes to avoid 
interacting with others.  Let my face 
and words shine God’s love onto 
each person I meet today. 
 
Donna Camp is co-founder and 
former director of the Wesley Food 
Pantry.  She now writes and teaches 
at Parkland College, the University 
of Illinois, and Inform & Inspire 
Consulting. 
 
Wesley Evening Food Pantry 
celebrates its 10th anniversary on 
the third Thursday of November 
2016.  Save Thursday, November 
17th through Saturday, November 
19th for a volunteer reunion, rice-
packaging event, special speakers, 
and more. 
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Food Pantry News 

NEW PANTRY HOURS 
Beginning September 1! 

The Evening Pantry will operate 
EVERY THURSDAY from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. with the doors opening to 
clients at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Volunteers will be needed each 
week to help shoppers.  All our 
volunteers are welcome to a 
preview night on August 25th, 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  We’ll set up the new 
pantry shopping line and describe 
all the spots where volunteers will 
be needed.  Be the first to see the 
new space and help us work out the 
kinks before the big event on 
September 1st. 

Volunteer Reunion 
Weekend November 17-19 

The Evening Pantry will be 
celebrating 10 years of service this 
November.  If you have ever 
volunteered at either pantry, or just 
want to see what a great bunch of 
people do, save these dates:  
November 17-19.  Take part in a 
number of events to reminisce, 
share, and laugh at where we’ve 
been and look ahead to where 
we’re going.  If you want the best 
access to the schedule, be sure to 
Like Wesley Food Pantry on 
Facebook and click on Events. 

July Backpack Program 

Members of the Parkland Migrant 
Education Program team are 
pictured above packing backpacks 
for the children in their program. 
The Wesley Pantry at Parkland 
provided food for 44 children each 
weekend in July. 

Summer Service Visits to 
the Pantry 

We were happy to host visitors from 
the National Taiwan University in 
July.  This group spent six weeks at 
the University of Illinois studying in 
the School of Social Work.  While 
we packaged 600 lbs. of beans for 
distribution at the evening panty, 
they discussed their perspective on 
everything from homelessness and 
food insecurity to their favorite ice 
cream flavors.  It was a pleasure 

getting to know this ambitious 
group of students. 

The youth group from Loda United 
Methodist Church also stopped by 
for a visit with their pastor, Rev. 
Rachel Stockle.  In addition to taking 
a tour of the building and visiting 
with our pastors, the group breezed 
through packaging 750 lbs. of 
beans! 
 
Not to be outdone, the kids and 
youth at Cunningham Children's 
Home packaged 400 lbs. of beans in 
July as part of their Vacation Bible 
School. 
 
Many thanks to these groups in 
helping us be prepared for a busy 
fall by packaging 1750 lbs. of beans. 

In addition to these groups, youth 
from the Champaign and Urbana 
wards of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints spent an 
evening painting the new pantry 
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location in rooms 48 & 50.  We took 
our shoes off and had a good time.  
MANY THANKS!! 
 

Ways to Take Action: 

 Check out our website 

September 1st to find out how 

you can make a difference 

 Make a donation to the Wesley 

Food Pantry; every $1 provides 

$6.50 worth of food 

 Like Wesley Food Pantry on 

Facebook, follow us on Twitter 

@wesleypantry, and share our 

posts to spread awareness to 

your friends 

 Start a fund drive at your office, 

school, or club.
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Campus Ministry 

Tuesday, August 16th & 
Wednesday, August 17th 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Work days in the Wesley Student 
Center – Drop by anytime to help for 
an hour or two (snacks and drinks 
provided!) as we spruce up the Etc. 
Coffeehouse and the Student Lounge 
to welcome back students in style! 
 
Thursday, August 18th & 
Friday, August 19th 
12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Etc. Open House for Students – 
We’re welcoming back students as 
they get moved in and ready for a 
great semester!  We’ll have snow 
cones, cookies, ice cream treats, and 
more, so stop in and check us out! 
 
Sunday, August 21st 
9:30 & 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary & 
Great Hall (& every Sunday) 
Sunday worship 
 
12:00-4:00 p.m., U of I Quad Day 

Join us on the Quad!  Quad Day is 
fast approaching and we need YOU 
to help make it a success!  All 
undergrad, graduate, and 
international students are invited to 
join us Sunday, August 21st, at one 
of our Wesley tables to share info 
about Wesley with other students 
as a great place to make friends, 
serve others and grow in your faith.  
We’ll meet at the Wesley parking lot 
doors at 9:45 a.m., or you can find 
us on the Quad.  For questions or 
more info, check with Pastor Julie. 

Wesley will have four tables for our 
groups, so come find us and say hello! 
 
August 22-26, various times each 
day 
Welcome Week at the Wesley 
Student Center – check out our 
website (wesleyui.org) and 
Facebook page (Wesley Student 
Center, Etc. Coffeehouse) for 
information on each day’s special 
events! 
 
August 23rd, 8:30 p.m. 
Student Lounge (& every Tuesday) 
Grad Student gathering – Graduate 
students from all disciplines are 
invited to join us as we kickoff the 
fall semester.  This group gathers 
each week for snacks and 
conversation around books and 
DVD series.  Questions?  Email 
Michael Drummond at 
gradstudy@wesleyui.org. 
 
August 24th, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse corner (Green & 
Goodwin) 
Welcome Wednesday with Cookies 
on the Lawn – Stop by for cookies 
and conversation! 
 
6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Front Lawn & Etc. Coffeehouse 
Welcome Week Cook-out – Join us 
for burgers, dogs and all the fixings, 
plus tours of Wesley and treats in 
the Etc. Coffeehouse! 
 
Friday, August 26th, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Conference Room (& every Friday) 
ESL Class – We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice English and learn about 
American culture. 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (& 
every Friday) 
International Coffeehouse - 
International and domestic 
students, along with visiting 
scholars and community members, 
are invited to join us for coffee, 
snacks and conversation as we 
practice English, make new friends 
and learn about each other's 
cultures! 
 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Wesley parking lot 
Sweetcorn Festival – Join us as we 
head to Urbana’s annual Sweetcorn 
Festival!  We’ll enjoy lots of great 
music, great food, and of course, 
sweetcorn! 
 
Wednesday, August 31st, 8:15 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse (& every 
Wednesday) 
Midweek Connection – Students are 
invited to join us for food and 
conversation as we catch up with 
one another and share about our 
week! 

9:00 p.m., Etc. Coffeehouse (& 
every Wednesday) 

Midweek Worship – Join us for 
student-led informal, casual 
worship in the Student Lounge, 
including communion.  It's a great 
way to find encouragement and 
support, and to recharge your spirit 
for the rest of the week!
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Campus Ministry 
 
Work Days at Wesley Student Center. 
Students will soon return to campus 
and we want to be ready!  Join Pastor 
Julie August 16th and 17th as we spruce 
up the Etc. Coffeehouse and Student 
Lounge and prepare to welcome 
students.  We'll be working from 1:00-
5:00 p.m. each day, so drop in for an 
hour or two to help out - snacks and 
drinks will be provided! 
 
Welcome Wednesday Means Cookies 
& Cook-outs!  Be sure to join us during 
Welcome Week for our Cookies on the 
Lawn (Etc. corner at Green & Goodwin) 
Wednesday, August 24th, from 11:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m.  We invite folks to make 
cookies, which we’ll share that morning 
as we meet new students and welcome 
others back to campus. 
 
Wednesday evening from 6:00-9:00 
p.m., we’ll enjoy a cook-out on 
Wesley’s front lawn, along with giving 
tours of our amazing building and 
enjoying treats in the Etc. Coffeehouse.  
We need people to help set-up, meet 
students and serve the meal.  Please 
see Pastor Julie to sign up for either 
opportunity!  And students, we hope 
you will bring your friends and come 
along for an incredible evening of food 
and fun! 
 
Grad Students Gather.  All grad 
students (and spouses, friends, and 
young adults!) are invited to our Grad 
Student Meet & Greet, Tuesday, 
August 23rd, at 8:30 p.m. in the Student 
Lounge for coffee, snacks, and 
conversation, as we begin another 
great year.  Grad students from all 
disciplines join together for study, 
fellowship, and service projects, and 
we'd love to have you join us.  
Questions?  Email Michael Drummond 
at gradstudy@wesleyui.org 

ESL & International Coffeehouse 
Resume Friday, August 26th! 
We look forward to beginning the fall 
session of our ESL class and 
International Coffeehouse Friday, 
August 26th!  We invite international 
and domestic students, visiting 
scholars, Wesley members and 
community friends to join us for these 
weekly events as we practice English, 
make new friends, and learn about 
one another’s cultures.  We’ll share 
coffee and snacks as we sit where the 
world gathers around our table! 
 
Friday, September 2nd, 1:00 p.m., 
Student Lounge (& every Friday) 
Venture small group for 
undergraduate students - Join us as 
we meet to chat about school, life and 
faith as we grow and explore 
together! 
 
September 5th, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., 
Wesley parking lot/Turkey Run State 
Park 
Annual Labor Day Canoe Trip – Be 
sure to sign up online and join us for 
our annual trek to Turkey Run State 
Park!  We’ll enjoy hiking, a picnic, and 
canoeing as we say goodbye to 
summer! 
 
September 11th, 7:00 p.m., Wesley 
Theater (& every Sunday in 
September) 
Film Series on Immigration – Join us as 
we view and discuss movies around 
the theme of global immigration in 
anticipation of this year’s Fall Seminar. 

 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 
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