
 

 

Welcome To Our Newest 
Wesley Music Staff! 

Rachel Berry has already begun her 
new position as the Contemporary 
Music Director.  She is a graduate of 
the University of Illinois in 
International Studies.  She served 
from 2011 – 2014 as a Young Adult 
Missionary with the United 
Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries in Manilla, Philippines 
and Seattle, Washington.  She plays 
brass, piano, organ, and guitar.  She 
has participated in and led local and 
international worship services as a 
speaker and musician.  She will 
begin her MBA degree at the U of I 
in August.  We welcome Rachel to 
the Wesley family. 

Michael Schmidt begins his ministry 
at Wesley in late August as our new 
Organist and Bell Choir Director.  
Mike has undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in voice and 
choral conducting with a minor in 
organ.  He is coming C-U to begin 
his Doctorate in Choral Conducting.  
He has been an active choral 
conductor/teacher for the past 12 
years in New Jersey.  He comes with 
extensive organ work in local 
churches and brings an excellent 
accompanying background with 
choirs and soloists.  We look 
forward to welcoming Mike as the 
school year begins. 

Farewell for Adam Gruber 
Sunday, August 7th 
10:30 a.m. 

Adam Gruber has been the organist 
at Wesley for three years and in 
August will be moving to begin 
graduate work at Indiana University.  
We are so thankful for Adam's three 
years of service to the Wesley 
community and we wish him the 
very best as he transitions to IU. 
 
All are invited to wish him well at a 
farewell reception in Watseka 
Lounge during Coffee Hour on 
Sunday, August 7th at 10:30 a.m.  
 
A cake will be provided.  Cards of 
appreciation and support are 
encouraged. 
 
Thank you Adam for blessing 
Wesley with your gifts and may God 
bless you in the future! 
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Capital Campaign 

New Slate Roof Coming 

In the next few weeks work will 
begin on the Social Center roof.  
Current slate will be taken off and 
preparations for new slate will take 
place.  The first changes you will 
notice will occur on the south lawn 
of the Social Center near the 
parking lot.  Scaffolding will be built 

to access the south side of the roof, 
a fence will go up to limit access to 
the scaffolding, netting will be 
secured to catch debris, and many 
parking spaces along the sidewalk 
will no longer be available. 
 
Accessible parking spots will still be 
usable throughout the week and for 
all Wesley events.  Those who are 

able to walk a little ways to Sunday 
worship are encouraged to park on 
or across the street in order to 
make parking spaces closer to the 
building available.  A slate roof of 
this size takes several months to 
complete, so pray for good weather 
and patience.  The completed 
project will last for a hundred years 
or more.

Take Action 

It's July and we've already noticed 
new people visiting Wesley!  I'm 
reminded often by friends and 
colleagues in other churches that 
regular guests are a great gift.  Many 
churches rarely have guests not 
directly connected to a personal 
invitation from a current member.  At 
Wesley we are privileged to receive 
many guests almost every week of 
the year.  With this privilege also 
comes a responsibility to welcome, 
receive, and engage our guests. 
 
From now through August there will 
be thousands of new people coming 
to C-U and hundreds of people 
visiting churches.  It's not easy to 
visit or find a new church, but there 
are things we can do as a 
community and as individuals to 
help guests connect to Wesley, 
connect to Christ and to find a 
church home on campus. 
 

The Discipleship Ministry Team 
challenges the Wesley community 
to be intentional and welcoming 
over the next several months so 
that we might best serve all we 
come in contact with.  Each weekly 
email and each monthly Spire we'll 
share 5 simple things we can do to 
welcome new people, to grow as 
disciples, and to become the faith 
community we are called to be. 
 
Here are five common things you 
should know about guests and a few 
practical suggestions for making 
guests feel welcome and included. 
 

5 THINGS 

1. 40% of visitors make up their 
mind about a church before they 
even see a pastor.  According to 
Barna Research, within two 
minutes of the beginning of a 
service, visitors have formed an 
opinion on whether the 
congregation is friendly.  Be 
intentional in those few minutes 
after you arrive.  Look around for 
new folks who may need a smile, 
a friendly hello, help finding a 
seat, or directions to bathrooms 
or the nursery. 

2. Remember visitors often arrive 
a few minutes late.  Remember 
to save space on the ends of 
pews for guests so they may 
find a seat quickly and easily. 

3. Guests typically leave the 
building within three minutes 
after the service.  Many 
churches practice the rule of 3, 
devoting the first three 
minutes after the benediction 
to speaking with people they 
don't know before speaking 
with family and friends. 

4. Churches need friendly and 
outgoing people with gifts for 
hospitality to serve as greeters 
and ushers.  If this is you and 
you aren't serving in this 
capacity, consider joining these 
important teams of people. 

5. Guests often feel more 
comfortable joining something 
new, like small groups and 
service opportunities.  Long-
term groups may consider 
advertising well each time they 
begin a new book or study and 
always invite new people to join. 

 

Grace & Peace, 
The Discipleship Ministry Team 
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Grow at Wesley 

New Small Group 
Opportunity Beginning 
Now! 

Wesley Covenant Group 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Starting July 14th in West Lounge 
All are welcome! 

We are very excited to announce 
the beginning of a new small group 
opportunity at Wesley. 
 
Building relationships with God and 
one another, caring for one 
another, and growing in our lives of 
faith is the vision at the core of this 
new group.  The group will meet 
weekly on Thursday evenings at 

7:00 p.m. in the West Lounge and 
will be guided by a set of reflection 
questions.  There will be no home-
work and participants are invited to 
come as often as they can. 
 
This is a group for those looking to 
grow as disciples, those who desire to 
get to know others better, and those 
willing to commit themselves to a 
core set of values (fellowship, study, 
worship, prayer, and service).  Every-
one is invited.  There is no need to 
sign up and participants are welcome 
to show up at any Thursday night 
meeting that works for you. 
 
If you'd like more information or 
you'd like to talk to someone about 

the new group, contact Andrea Bohn 
at abohn@illinois.edu.  This is an 
exciting opportunity for the Wesley 
community.  We hope you'll join! 

The Breakfast Club 

Come join us at Atlanta Bread Co. 
on S. Neil Street Thursday 
mornings at 7:00 a.m. for 
discussion and fellowship.  For 
questions or the current reading for 
discussion, contact Elaine at 
elaine.bearden@gmail.com.  We'd 
love to see you!  We aim to wrap up 
by 8:00 a.m. each session. 

 

United Methodist Women 

End of Summer Potluck:  August 22nd, 6:00 p.m.  
Home of Ingrid Hutchings 

 

mailto:abohn@illinois.edu
mailto:elaine.bearden@gmail.com
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

SUNDAYS 
Nursery Care is available 

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. Service Infant – 3 years 
11:15 a.m. Service Infant – 5 years 
1st Sunday Infant – 5 years 

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th 
grade students meets the 2nd – 5th 
Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 127 A and B, after the 
children attend the Children’s 
Moment in Church with their 
parents from 9:30-9:45 a.m. 

Youth Ministry  

Sunday School for Middle and High 
School meets the 2nd – 5th Sundays 
from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.   
 

2nd – 5th Sundays:  The youth will 
study the scripture, while also going 
to Starbucks to grab a favorite 
drink! 

Announcements 

From time to time the United 
Methodist Women are called upon 
to provide refreshments for a 
funeral reception.  We feel 
privileged to offer this service and 
are more than happy to do this for 
families who are grieving for a loved 
one.  Unfortunately the pool of 
workers we can call on has declined 
in recent years. 
 
So---we are compiling a list of folks 
(men welcome) willing to lend a 
hand at these receptions—either by 
working at the event in some 
capacity or providing food or both. 

What we would like to do is compile 
2 lists.  The first would be workers.  
If we get a bigger list, we could 
divide the work into shifts—set up, 
serve, and clean up.  The other 
would be a list of those willing to 
provide food.  This is usually 
cookies/bars, vegetable trays, fruit 
trays and cheese and crackers.  In 
this way the work/donations could 
be spread around more.  We could 
then rotate responsibility and not 
always call on the same people. 
 
Please see Sue Kiddoo at Coffee 
Hour, call her at 367-2991 or email 
her at sue.kiddoo@comcast.net.  
We hope to get a good response.  
We will all need this important 
service at some time, unfortunately. 

Wesley Sound System 
Volunteers Needed 

Can you help with sound one or 
more Sundays per month?  Training 
is available.  The time commitment 
is for setup, operation, and closure 
for the 9:30 worship service on an 
ongoing basis.  We would like to 
have a team so volunteers can plan 
on one to two services each month.  
Interested?  Have questions?  
Contact Donna Giffen at 344-1120. 

Money Counters Needed 

If you would like to volunteer to 
count the offering on Monday 
mornings at 9:30am, please contact 
Meridee Dornhoff at (217) 356-
3498. Thank you! 
 

mailto:sue.kiddoo@comcast.net
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Food Pantry News 

Exciting Changes Coming 
This Fall! 

We made a big announcement at 
the June evening food distribution!  
The Evening Pantry is getting its 
own permanently set-up space in 
Rooms 48 & 50 beginning this 
September.  The three days of 
transforming from church to 
grocery store and back to church is 
coming to an end.  Following the 
model that has worked so well at 
Parkland, the evening pantry can 
now expand hours and look forward 
to more meaningful interaction with 
the clients we serve. 
 
As of September 1st, the new pantry 
hours will be: 
 

EVERY Thursday, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Doors will open at 5:00 p.m. 
 
We're working out a lot of details.  
How many volunteers will we need 
each Thursday?  Where will we 
place the registration table?  Watch 
your emails for more information as 
we get closer to September. 

Parkland Client Garden 

A cool spring and ample rain have 
brought on a fantastic growing 
season!  The Horticulture classes at 
Parkland have been busy working 
on a garden especially for our 
pantry.  The warm season crops in 
the ground are tomatoes, 
pepperoncini, white and yellow 
onions, two kinds of potatoes, 

mesclun, endive, bush beans, peas, 
zucchini, yellow and butternut 
squash, and strawberries.  They plan 
on rotating to another cool crop 
once harvesting begins.  The goal is 
to have pantry clients that would 

like to help be able to do some of 
the weeding and upkeep.  Follow 
Wesley Food Pantry on Facebook 
for photos throughout the summer 
and fall. 
 
Do you have excess garden 
produce?  Don't sneak those 
zucchini into every houseguest's 
purse.  We'd be happy to distribute 
them.  Fresh produce is always 
welcome because it can really add 
up in the grocery checkout lane for 
our clients.  Email Dawn to arrange 
for pick-up or drop-off, 
operations@wesleypantry.org 

Summer Intern – Nick Qiu 

Have you met our summer intern?  
Nick Qiu is a senior at the University 
of Illinois majoring in accounting 
and has previously interned for the 
Beijing 
Legendsee 
Technology 
Corp.  He’ll be 
with us 
throughout 
the summer 
helping with accounting work and 
learning more about the pantry at 
the evening food distributions. 

Updates from the Social 
Service Desk 

The hot temperatures did not keep 
away local social service agencies 
willing to speak with our clients.  A 
representative from Choices 
Coordinated Care Solutions 
provided assistance to 10 clients 
and distributed 110 bags with 
information and goodies.  Job 
counseling help was available from 
C-U Coalition for the Homeless and 
representatives from C-U Public 
Health were also on hand.  In 
addition to help and services, 
families left with 157 children’s 
books and 18 books for adults. 

Client Corner 

By Katie Thomas 
The May Evening Pantry distribution 
was a busy one and Watseka was a 
bit stuffy.  As I was walking around 
greeting the social service agencies 
and volunteers, a client approached 
me.  Sarah mentioned she hadn’t 
been to our pantry often and was 
wondering if there was another 
room where she could wait her 
turn.  She explained that crowded 
places sometimes gave her panic 
attacks, especially if she was in the 
same place a long time.  Sarah had a 
fairly high number like 120, so she 
had a good long while to wait! 
 
I told Sarah I could take her to the 
West Lounge where we were 
double packing the brown grocery 
bags we hand out to clients.  She 
exclaimed, “Perfect!  I can wait in 
another room and help out!”  As I 
walked her down the hall, I assured 
her that I would not forget about 
her and that I would come find her 
when it was her turn. 

mailto:operations@wesleypantry.org
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About half hour later I went to let 
Sarah know she was going to have 
to wait a while longer.  She said no 
problem as she was working on the 
bags.  And sure enough, the entire 
hour Sarah waited for her number 
to get called, she worked on the 
bags along with another volunteer.  
After I told her it was her turn and 
thanked her for her help she said, 
“Oh no, thank you!” 
 

In truth she did us a huge favor.  
We were short volunteers that 
month as the students were gone 
for the summer and we would have 
been struggling to keep up with the 
paper bags.   

Migrant Worker & Summer 
Backpack Distributions 

By Katie Thomas 
The summer is in full swing and 
many of us are getting back from 
vacations or planning for one in the 
near future.  We visit family, go 
sight-seeing, or relax at the beach 
somewhere.  However, for many in 
central Illinois, the hard work is just 
getting started.  In late June 
hundreds of seasonal workers leave 
their homes in Texas and Mexico to 
work in the cornfields of central 
Illinois.  Some come alone and others 
come with their families.  They often 
depend on food pantries for food, 
especially when they first arrive. 
 

It was the end of June when Vicki 
got a call from a migrant worker.  
They were speaking in Spanish but it 
sounded to her like they were 
asking about food.  I just happened 

to be in the Center Office so she 
handed the phone over to me.  
The worker wanted to know if 
we could provide food.  She had 
just arrived, had very little 
money, and her kids were 
hungry.  I said sure come on 
over.  We provided her with a 
couple bags of food. 
 

The following week the 
Parkland Migrant Education 
Program, which provides 
supplemental education to migrant 
children, called asking if the Wesley 
Food Pantry would hold additional 
distribution hours on July 9th during 
their parent orientation event.  We 
enthusiastically said yes, knowing 
that many migrant workers may not 
have enough money yet to buy all 
the groceries they need and that 
their opportunities to visit other 
food pantries are limited due to lack 
of time or transportation.  We 
served over 20 families that 
evening.  We also distributed 
dozens of children’s books so their 
little ones can have books to read 
without needing to visit a library. 
 

Additionally, we secured donated 
backpacks from Eastern Illinois 

Foodbank in order to run a food 
backpack program.  The program’s 
purpose is to ensure that children 
have enough to eat during the 
weekend.  This program will run 
during July.  July 7th was our first 
backpack distribution.  The children 
got to choose their backpacks.  One 
small boy, perhaps 5 or 6, was just 
thrilled with his backpack and 
thought he got the best one ever!  In 
each backpack we put 10 food items 
for the children to take home for the 
weekend.  We are beyond thrilled to 
be able to partner with the Parkland 
Migrant Education Program to 
ensure these families, and especially 
the children, have enough food to 
eat for their summer stay here in our 
community. 
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Campus Ministry 

International Coffeehouse 
& American Classic Movie 
Nights 

As the summer passes its halfway 
mark (though - don't tell the 
students that...), our summer 
activities are going strong here at 
Wesley.  Each Friday more students 
and community members join us at 
our ESL class and the International 
Coffeehouse.  Every Tuesday, we've 
been showing an American Classic 
Movie. 
 
We have just two weeks left in our 
summer programming before we 
take a break just before the school 
year starts again.  Consider joining 
us at 7:30 p.m. on the last two 
Tuesdays in July for our last movie 
nights of the summer!  All Wesley 
members, students, community 
folks, and international friends are 
invited to our weekly movie as we 
celebrate the best and funniest in 
American cinema.  It’s free, and we 
have popcorn and snacks, so invite 
some friends and we’ll see you 
there! 
 

Our ESL class and International 
Coffeehouse meet every Friday and 
we invite you to join us!  The class is 
held each Friday from 3:00-4:00 
p.m. in the conference room, 
followed by the International 
Coffeehouse from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in 
the Etc. Coffeehouse. We welcome 
everyone who would like to practice 
English, make new friends, and 
learn about various cultures.  Come 
and check us out!  We'll meet the 
last two Fridays in July, and then 
look for student programming to 
start again in late August. 

Summer Hours for Etc. 

The Etc. Coffeehouse is officially 
closed for the summer, but it's still 
available for students to use during 
Wesley's summer business hours (8 
a.m. - 5 p.m.).  We do not offer 
coffee during this time because our 
student volunteers are away (so 
plan to bring your own!), but 
students are welcome to use the 
space and the student lounge for 
reading, studying, internet-surfing, 
etc.  Please help us keep these 
areas tidy and welcoming by 
cleaning up after yourself - we 
really appreciate it! 

 



 

 

 

 

Wesley Staff 
Senior Pastor/Director 
 Rev. Dan King Crede 
 

Campus Minister 
 Rev. Julie Dowler 
 

Associate Minister 
 Rev. Miriam Snider 
 

Dir. of Contemporary Worship & Music 
 Rachel Berry 
 

Dir. of Christian Education & Youth 
 Rachel Maehr 
 

Director of Chinese Ministry 
 Jie Wu 
 

Organist 
 Adam Gruber 
 

Dir. of Choral Music 
 Dr. Barrington Coleman 
 

Bell Choir Director 
 Michael Schmidt 
 

Kingdom Singers Director 
 Samantha Barra 
 

Parish Nurse/Spiritual Caregiver 
 Meg Rauschenberger 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 Donna Giffen 
 

Office Secretary 
 Vicki Johnson 
 

Accountant 
 Bonnie Taylor 
 

Aide for Development 
 Wayne Wilson 
 

Food Pantry Director 
 Katie Thomas 
 

Food Pantry Operations Manager 
 Dawn Longfellow 
 

Food Pantry Volunteer Coordinator 
 open 
 

Director of Communications 
 Derek Attig 
 

IT Computer Specialist 
 Tudor Miron 

Property Manager 
 Richard Young 
 

Full-time Custodian 
 Jack Driver 
 

Part-time Custodians 
 Chris Livesay, TJ Jackson, Mason 

Driver 
 

Weekend Custodians 
 Justin & Megan Farkas 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wesley Summer Break Office 
and Building Hours 

May 16th — August 21st
 

Monday — Friday 
Open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Saturdays – Closed 

Sundays 

Open 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Campus Ministry 
 
Friday, July 15th, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 
(& every Friday in July) 

ESL Class - We welcome beginners 
through advanced students as we 
practice speaking English and learn 
about American culture. 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Friday in July) 

International Coffeehouse - 
International students, visiting 
scholars, Wesley folks and community 
members are invited to join us for 
coffee, snacks and conversation as we 
practice English, make new friends 
and learn about each other's cultures! 
 
Sunday, July 17th, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 

Sanctuary & Etc. Coffeehouse 
(& every Sunday) 

Sunday worship – traditional and 
contemporary 
 
Tuesday, July 19th, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Wesley Theater 
(& every Tuesday in July) 

American Classic Movie Night – Join us 
each week in the theater (upstairs 
from the Etc. Coffeehouse) as we 
catch a classic American movie – 
snacks and drinks provided! 

 

 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Children’s Church School 

10:30 a.m. Coffee/Punch Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Children & Adult 

Education Classes 


